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Dear Members, 

The Los Angeles Basin Section of SPE hosted the annual SPE Western Regional Meeting (WRM) in April near 

Disneyland.  I hope our members had the opportunity to participate in the event and network with colleagues and other 

industry professionals.   

We are proud to have such great section members in our San Joaquin Valley (SJV) section who are big contributors to 

SPE and the Southern Californian oil industry. Five SJV members received regional awards for their accomplishments at 

the WRM! Congratulations to following recipients of the regional awards: Robert Gales (Regional Formation Evaluation 

Award, CRC), Scott Hoffman (Regional Projects, Facilities and Construction Award, CRC), Stephen Bartz (Regional 

Production and Operations Award, CRC), and Aditya Varma (Regional Management and Information Award, CRC).  And 

please don’t be shy about recognizing and nominating your colleagues who are greatly contributing to our industry the 

next time around. 

Even though the golf tournament is still several months away, I would like to get our potential sponsors to start reaching 

out to our board members for more information sooner than later.  The date is set for September 14th, 2018.  Hopefully 

the weather starts to cool down by then so it would be an enjoyable event for everyone.  All proceeds from the event 

will help to support our local students’ scholarship program. 

Another reminder to everyone that nomination for next year’s board (2018-2019) is still open. Our section has made 

many positive changes the last few years and to keep this going, we need support from our section members. If you 

have any questions, you can contact me at Jeff.Kim@crc.com or Keith Kostelnik at Keith.Kostelnik@crc.com. The form to 

fill out will be attached in this newsletter. 

As always, I would love to hear your comments and ideas about how we can better serve our members. Please feel free 

to contact me at Jeff.Kim@CRC.com. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jeff Kim  

 

mailto:Jeff.kim@crc.com?subject=SJV%20SPE
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2018 Election 

San Joaquin Valley Section - Society of Petroleum Engineers 

 

Personal Information  

Name:  

Phone:  
Email:  

Company Affiliation  
Job Title  

 

Brief Work History 

 

 

 

 

SPE & Petroleum Industry Contributions 

 

 

 

 

 

Candidate Synopsis 
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SPE SJV - Training Opportunities for 2018: 

2018 is coming soon, new budgets for training will be allocated and training plans are soon to be 

decided. With the recent downturn, some of many members haven’t the possibility to enroll in as 

much training as desired due to the cost of training and associated expenses (especially out of 

town). For this reason, SPE is partnering with various courses providers in order to bring high 

quality learning opportunities to Bakersfield at the lowest possible cost for participants. 

** Details for classes are to come during the year and all dates are tentative.  

** Enrollment will open in January 2018. Classes execution will depend on enrollment the sooner 

you enroll and/or can commit, the more trainings can be brought! 

For comments and suggestions: gmoog@aeraenergy.com 

 
 

Course Descriptions Link 

Course Title 
Schedule 
Date Length Instructor 

API storage tank Course Sept. 18-20 3 days John Cornell 

Potential Courses 

Cement Evaluation and Reme-
diation TBD 2 days 

Dr. James Smolen - SPE 
William (Bill) Ott - SPE 

Data Driven Analytics (Data 
Mining) TBD 1 day Andrei Popa - Chevron 

Decision Quality TBD 2.5 days 
Eric Bickel - Decision Strategic 
Group 

Modeling for strategic insight TBD 2.5 days 
Eric Bickel - Decision Strategic 
Group 

New Opportunity in old Fields TBD 5 days Petroskills 

mailto:gmoog@aeraenergy.com
http://connect.spe.org/viewdocument/2018-sjv-spe-training-courses?CommunityKey=b03f0a6e-946b-44d1-83c9-0c6dc03dc612&tab=librarydocuments
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Thank You to Our  Sponsors 2017 SPE SJV Golf Tournament  

Technical Consulting for the Oil 
& Gas Industry 
I am Charlie Webb, owner of Golden Trout Engineering in Bakers-
field, California.  I have 36 years of unique technical experience with 
heavy and light oil fields in the San Joaquin Valley, including exper-
tise in new technology development, project management, and de-
sign & construction of facilities.  I worked 33 years with Chevron, in-

cluding the six years as Technology Advisor for the San Joaquin Val-
ley Business Unit. 

Contact Information 
Golden Trout Engineering, LLC 

202 Cannongate Drive 

Bakersfield, CA  93312 

(661) 331-4779 

Charlie.webb@bak.rr.com 

goldentroutengineering.com 

 

Services 

Detailed engineering and design of surface facilities, including water 

treatment, well testing, steam generation and distribution, oil dehydra-

tion, and sour gas handling and processing. 

Management of construction activities, including startup and commis-

sioning of facilities. 

Troubleshooting of problems and review of designs. 

Facilitation of technology reviews and process hazards analyses. 

mailto:Charlie.webb@bak.rr.com
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SPE - San Joaquin Valley Section 

SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON 

 

Featuring Aimee Blaine, Senior Vice President – Technical, Aera Energy LLC 

 Thursday, June 21st 2018 @ 11:30 AM 

Petroleum Club 12th Floor - 5060 California Avenue, Bakersfield  

Dear San Joaquin Valley section members, 

We invite all our local industry professionals and students to the luncheon as we continue our tradition of support-

ing local students to pursue bachelor or graduate engineering programs.  Let's give scholarship recipients and their 

families words of encouragements and advice as they start their new and exciting journey.  

Thanks! 

Biography: 

Aimee Blaine leads the engineering, geoscience and land teams at Aera Energy, a position created in 2017 to lever-

age and integrate technology across all field assets. 

Blaine’s responsibilities are part of Aera’s plan to create a strategic synergy for managing its large resource base and 

future growth opportunities. 

“Aera has always looked to its people, processes and continuous improvement to overcome challenges and deliver 

excellence year after year,” she says. “The Aera culture has a keen sense of purpose and high standards for perfor-

mance.” 

Blaine previously served as vice president of engineering for the Belridge Asset, the fifth largest oilfield in the na-

tion. She was responsible for reservoir development and recovery optimization and led Aera ’s Development Design 

and Implementation Teams and Centers of Process Excellence. 

Blaine joined Aera in 2000 as a reservoir engineer for the Midway Sunset Field. Her managerial roles began in 2002 

as a technology manager for the West Coast Asset Heavy Oil reservoir team. She later led the Belridge Heavy Oil Re-

covery team. 

From 1995 to 2000, she was employed by Mobil Oil as a drilling engineer. The Arkansas native holds a bachelor ’s 

degree in Petroleum Engineering from Louisiana State University.  

Blaine enjoys running, hiking, snow skiing and spending time with her family.  

Reservations: RSVP by June 19th to avoid walk-in payment (cash/cc/check accepted at the door) 

Using the corresponding link below to pay online: 

Online Payment Link OR Email Rez Ardali at mojtaba.ardali@CRC.com 

 

https://squareup.com/store/society-of-petroleum-engineers-san-joaquin-valley-section/item/general-section-meetings
mailto:mojtaba.ardali@CRC.com




Data Driven Modeling and Optimization of Oil and Gas Assets 

By R. Pallav Sarma, Chief Scientist, Tachyus 

 Thursday, May 17th  2018 @ 11:30 AM 
Petroleum Club 12th Floor - 5060 California Avenue, Bakersfield 

Speaker: Pallav Sarma, Tachyus, San Francisco 

Reservations: RSVP by May 15th to avoid walk-in payment 

Using the corresponding link below to pay online: Online Payment Link or Email Reza Ardali at mojtaba.ardali@CRC.com 

Abstract 

In traditional reservoir management, various types of predictive models have been applied over the years for either 

qualitative or quantitative optimization of various reservoir management decisions. Such models range from the very 

simple analytical models (type-curves, etc.) to the very complex reservoir simulation models. Simulation models 

attempt to model detailed behavior of reservoir physics and integrate all kinds of measured data, and can therefore be 

used for quantitative optimization. However, many issues such as the significant time and effort required to build and 

calibrate these models, computational complexity, etc. generally prohibit their practical use for closed-loop quantita-

tive optimization.  

In short, there is a significant opportunity to enhance traditional reservoir management with new quantitative tools 

and technologies that allow integration of all kinds to data to create accurate predictive models while significantly re-

ducing the cycle time from data to decisions. Such models can then be used to efficiently optimize key reservoir man-

agement decisions and improve ultimate recovery, NPV etc. over the life of the field.  

Additionally, there have also been many attempts at the application of traditional machine learning approaches for pre-

dictive modeling of production performance. While such models can be built very efficiently and are very fast to evalu-

ate, however, due to spatial sparsity of data, combined with poor measurement quality, and the absence of the under-

lying physics in such models, such purely data-driven approaches have only had limited success. Key reservoir manage-

ment decisions such as infill drilling locations are hard to predict with such models as new wells do not have any histori-

cal data. 

This talk describes a unique modeling approach termed Data Physics. Data Physics is the amalgamation of the state-of-

the-art in machine learning and the same underlying physics present in reservoir simulators. These models can be cre-

ated as efficiently as machine learning models, integrate all kinds of data, and can be evaluated orders of magnitude 

faster than full scale simulation models, and since they include similar underlying physics as simulators, they have good 

long term predictive capacity and can even be used to predict performance of new wells without any historical data. 

We present applications of Data Physics models to real steamflood and waterflood optimizations with thousands of 

wells, wherein, the injectant is redistributed to maximize/minimize multiple objectives. A significant increase in actual 

incremental oil production and reduction in operational cost is demonstrated. 
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https://squareup.com/store/society-of-petroleum-engineers-san-joaquin-valley-section/item/general-section-meetings
mailto:mojtaba.ardali@CRC.com
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Steam Distribution & Metering 3-day Workshop 

June 26-28, 2018, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

University of Phoenix, Bakersfield, CA 

$2,095 per Student 

 

Course Description 

This course provides practical methods for monitoring and evaluating steam generators, steam lines, 

pipe tees and wellhead flow control equipment.  Best practices and guidelines for selecting the 

appropriate methods and devices for cost-effective improvements to steam distribution systems are 

presented. Hands-on class exercises are included, using our SteamTools software, to analyze data 

and optimize steam distribution performance. The course outline is available at 

www.isgmax.com/sdm_outline.htm. Upon completion of this course, participants will know how to:  

 

1. Develop a steam measurement program to diagnose system performance.  

2. Analyze steam generation, distribution piping and wellhead flow control performance. 

3. Clearly identify root causes of poor system performance.  

4. Evaluate possible corrective methods and determine the most cost-effective solutions.  

 

This course is designed to solve problems relevant to the workplace, so participants are encouraged 

to bring actual field problems to analyze in class.  

 

Who Should Attend 

This course is designed for facility, reservoir, and production engineers currently responsible for the 

design, implementation and management of steamflood or cyclic steam stimulation (CSS) projects.  

However, the contents of this course are also beneficial for field supervisors responsible for steam 

plant operation and other technical personnel involved in the monitoring and evaluation of 

steamflood or CSS projects. 

 

Instructor    

Ms. Suzanne Castrup, President of Integrated Sciences Group, has over thirty-five years of 

experience in heavy oil recovery.  Since joining Integrated Sciences Group, she has developed 

several measurement science and petroleum engineering courses and provided engineering 

consulting services for monitoring and optimizing heavy oil projects in California, Canada, South 

America and the Middle East.  Prior to joining Integrated Sciences Group, Ms. Castrup was 

Technical Advisor for Thermally Enhanced Oil Recovery in Chevron’s Western Basins Group 

providing in-house consultation on all aspects of steamflood and cyclic steam project design, 

implementation and evaluation.  She has published numerous technical papers and holds several 

patents relating to heavy oil recovery and is a recipient of the 2007 SPE International Award for 

distinguished contributions to petroleum engineering projects, facilities and construction. 

 

Registration    

The deadline to register is June 18, 2017.  Register by telephone (1-661-872-1683), fax (1-661-872-

3669) or online (www.isgmax.com/sdm_training).  Registration is effective upon receipt of tuition. 

Tuition can be paid by check, Visa, MasterCard, American Express or Discover card. 



QuickDraw Networks provides reliable high speed data rates up to 

15Mbps. QuickDraw offers affordable high speed internet for jobsites in 

remote locations. Purchase and lease plans with no contract.    

866.461.3030 

Oil - Gas - Solar - Energy - Exploration 

Data - VoIP - Internet - TV - Scada  

Satellite Phones Now Available 

Call or email today for details or quote. 

sales@johnwhitford.com  

7630 El Camino Real Atascadero Ca 93422 

High-Speed Internet Connectivity Anywhere!  

Mobile, Redundant & Fixed Systems 



 

POSITION 

 

NAME 

 

COMPANY 

 

PHONE 

 

E.MAIL 

 

Section Chair Jeff Kim 
California Resources 

Corp. 
661.412.5507 Jeff.Kim@crc.com  

Program Chair Mojtaba (Reza) Ardali 
California Resources 

Corp. 
661.422.1251 Mojtaba.Ardali@crc.com 

Secretary Allison Owen  E&B Resources  661.699.3690  aowen@ebresources.com  

Treasurer Tom Hampton 
Sentinel Peak Re-

sources 
661.332.2604 

thamp-

ton@sentinelpeakresources.com 

Membership  Patrick Niebuhr  Halliburton  661.391.1920  Patrick.Niebuhr@halliburton.com  

Surface/Subsurface 

Study Group 
Rod Guice DOGGR 720.217.5701 Rod.Guice@conservation.ca.gov 

Continuing Education Guillaume Moog Aera Energy LLC 661.665.5499 gmoog@aeraenergy.com 

Website Administration Jared Paddock Chevron 661.654.7945 Jared.Paddock@chevron.com 

YP Co.Chair Ben Krupla Aera Energy LLC 509.481.8220 BAKrupla@aeraenergy.com 

YP Co.Chair Jenny Garrido Aera Energy LLC  JGarrido@aeraenergy.com 

Activities David Susko Baker Hughes 661.336.3408 Dave.Susko@gmail.com 

Community Outreach  

Education 
Tarang Lal Aera Energy LLC  TLal@aeraenergy.com 

Newsletter Editor Fariba Neese E&B Resources 661.619.0335 Fneese@ebresources.com 

Award Nominations Keith Kostelnik 
California Resources 

Corp. 
661 412.5427 Keith.Kostelnik@crc.com  

Western NA Regional         

Director 
Andrei Popa Chevron  661 654.7187 AndreiPopa@chevron.com 

CSUB Student Chapter  

President 
Soric Lovre CSUB  lsoric@csub.edu  

SJV SPE Board of Directors 

2017-2018 
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Congrats CSUB Student Chapter and New Grads!! 

2018 
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 Former SJV SPE Student Chapter 

President, Usama Sultan, graduated 

from CSUB.  





 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.spe.org/members/transition/  

https://www.spe.org/twa/print/archives/2016/2016v12n1/03_PresidentsColumn_v12n1.pdf  

http://www.spe.org/join/options.php  

www.spe.org/join  

https://www.youtube.com/How to Join SPE (Professional Membership)  

http://www.spe.org/join/reinstate.php  

https://www.youtube.com/Student Membership  
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http://sjv.spe.org/home
http://www.spe.org/members/transition/
https://www.spe.org/twa/print/archives/2016/2016v12n1/03_PresidentsColumn_v12n1.pdf
http://www.spe.org/join/options.php
http://www.spe.org/join
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JxB6CEIvlTU&feature=youtu.be&list=PL1AUiFrtrjsRWECyP4uj76Cl0g8_YJd28
http://www.spe.org/join/reinstate.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2CzhPUOki4&feature=youtu.be&list=PL1AUiFrtrjsRWECyP4uj76Cl0g8_YJd28
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Advertising Order Form for the Monthly Newsletter 
San Joaquin Valley Section of Society of Petroleum Engineers SJV Section of SPE 

PO BOX 21135, Bakersfield, CA 93390 sjv.spe.org Taxpayer ID# 75-2001539 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send camera ready art work or business card for ad and this form to: 

Jessica Powell, Newsletter Editor JPowell@KAPPetro.com 

Company Information 

Company:  

Address:  

City, State, Zip Code:  

Phone:  

E-Mail Address:  

Contact Name:  

Date of Request  

Monthly Advertising Rates (Check One) 

 Description Rate ($)/Month Size, Inches 

□ One Business Card Size 25.00 2 x 3.5 

□ Two Business Card Size 50.00 4 x 3.5 

□ Three Business Card Size 75.00 6 x 3.5 

□ Four Business Card Size 100.00 8 x 3.5 

□ ½ Page, One Column 125.00 10 x 3.5 

□ ½ Page, Two Columns 125.00 5 x 7 

□ Six Business Card Size 150.00 6 x 7 

□ Full Page 250.00 10 x 7 

□ General Section Meeting 250.00 --- 

Advertisement Order 

Ad Size:  

Start Date:  

One Month Cost:  

Months to Run:  

Paid in Full:  

Total Due:  

Payment Link Make Electronic Payment Here 

We offer a 10% discount off the above prices, for 6 months and a 20% discount for 12 months. 
If possible, please provide payment at time of placing advertisement.  
Please make checks payable to: “San Joaquin Valley Section of SPE” 

Special Instructions: 
 


