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His Excellency, Prof. Yemi Osibanjo, SAN, Vice President of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, 

His Excellency, Mr. Akinwunmi Ambode, Executive Governor of Lagos 
State, Mr. Helge Hove Haldorsen, The President, Society of Petroleum 
Engineers International (SPEI),  

His Excellency, Amb. Abdul Abdulkadir Musa, Permanent Secretary, 
Federal Ministry of Petroleum Resources,   

Dr. Joseph Thalma Dawha, the Group Managing Director NNPC,   

Mr. Mordecai Danteni Baba Ladan, Director Department of Petroleum 
Resources, Heads of Government Organizations, 

The Chairman SPENC BOT and members,  

Managing Directors and Chief Executives of Oil and Gas Companies, 
Industries, Organisations, Professional Societies, the Academia and Media 
Practitioners,  

Distinguished NAICE 2015 Attendees, Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
 
 
 
 
Good morning and warm felicitation to this August Occasion. 
 
I am highly elated to welcome you to the 38th

 

 edition of the Society of 

Petroleum Engineers Nigeria Annual International Conference & 

Exhibition (NAICE2015) with the conference theme “Natural Gas 

Development and Exploitation in an Emerging Economy – 

Strategies, Infrastructure and Policy Framework”. 



This year’s conference is unique, given the challenging environment of; 

declining oil prices, reduced export market for Nigeria’s Crude Oil, fiscal 

and financial regime uncertainty occasioned by the change of 

Administration style within the past one year.  

 

Nigeria’s peaceful transition observed in the last election, has provided 

SPE and the Oil and Gas Industry the opportunity to partner with 

President Muhammadu Buhari’s administration in developing an Energy 

Policy framework designed to promote dependable, affordable and 

environmental sound energy for the future with increased transparency in 

the Oil and Gas Sector. 

 

This congregation of Oil and Gas Industry experts represent the future in 

all of its diversities; investors, regulators, operators, technical services & 

engineering, financing economics, local content, professional services, 

media, users of end product and generally speaking, the market.  

 

The Oil and Gas Industry remains the building block as well as play a 

pivotal role in economic developments, thus provides feedstock and raw 

materials for the petrochemical and manufacturing sector of the economy. 

The quantum effect of the Oil and Gas expenditure of over $12 billion 

annually has its attendant impact on increased development activities in 

any Country. 

 

As most Companies evolve into Energy Companies from Oil and Gas 

Companies, Nigeria needs to also evolve its energy policy and strategy for 

short and long term to reflect its aspirations by putting good use of its 

Energy Resource base (Oil, Gas, Coal, Bitumen) and talents optimization. 

 

Today’s oil price represents both a challenge and an opportunity for all of 

us in Africa and globally to diversify both the economic and natural 

resource base development for the benefit of the citizenry.  



 

One key benefit of the current scenarios is the opportunity to provide 

solution to certain key aspiration such as; 

 

• Increase and optimize funding activities to encourage growth of Oil 

and Gas reserves and production 

• Modernize Energy and facility infrastructure  

• Increase protection and improve environmental condition in 

operations 

• Harmonize the laws and tax regimes for encouraging foreign 

investor 

 

The conference theme has sub-topics that will be discussed as part of the 

conference plenary sessions: Marginal Field Workshop: Nigeria Gas 

Monetization and Infrastructural Development; Indigenous 

participation in the value chain, Panel Session 1: Oil & Gas Global 

Demand, Supply and Pricing Trend: Implications for Nigeria, and 

Panel Session 2: Natural Gas Supply Gaps – Can the Regulatory 

framework alone solve the Problem? 

 

Your contributions and discussions will help formulate an Oil and Gas 
strategy intervention plan to be presented to the Federal Government 
along with a compendium of previous communiques and recommendation 
at SPE NAICE and Oloibiri Lectures Series. 

Some of the Pre-conference activities include six short courses, young 
professionals’ workshop and team building activities, leadership workshop 
for our volunteers and students contests. In the next three days, we will 
have exhibitions, over 160 technical presentations in more than 24 oral/e-
posters sessions, a marginal field workshop, panel discussions, women 
development workshop, SPE Faculty Task Force – Nigeria Pilot Workshop, 
high profile networking lunches for VIPs, industry excellence awards and 
dinners. We also have opportunities for our families to be a part of all 
these – there are tours and recreational activities planned to engage them 
while we do the hard stuff. 



 

I will like to thank our sponsors, exhibitors, attendees and importantly our 
invited guest speakers and panelists for making this conference possible. 
With your efforts NAICE is growing and will continue to remain Nigeria 
and Sub-Saharan Africa’s premier oil and gas event with a strong focus on 
technical knowledge sharing.   

Thank you for listening. Please enjoy the rest of the conference. 

 

Mr. Emeka C. Ene 

Chairman SPE Nigeria Council 
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