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SPE family, 2021 WRM may be Virtual, SPE Charity 
Golf  Tournament may be April 23, 2021, near term SPE 
Events Virtual, Ventura SPE retires, DL Rick Aldred 

on Dec 8th 

Dear Colleagues,

I hope everyone enjoyed their time with family 
for Thanksgiving, and I look forward to the time 
off we will have later this month as we exchange 
gifts with our loved ones.  Though things were 
likely different this year, I hope we can all see 
the light at the end of the tunnel and would like 

to share a message from Shauna Noonan, last year’s SPE President “In 
my 30 years as an SPE member I have been through ups and downs 
both professionally  and personally,  with the one constant  being the 
support of my SPE "family."  As we help one another through these 
turbulent months, let’s showcase to the world the compassionate side 
of oil and gas.”

As we push through the end of fall and continue into the winter, we 
will see a lot of changes again in how we can gather.  SPE LA Basin will 
continue to bring you relevant technical content but would also like to 
see  how we can better  engage  with  people  outside  of  our  monthly 
technology luncheons.  If you have any ideas on how we can better 
connect safely, please reach out to me or anyone else on the board of 
directors.   As an example on December 17th,  2020 SPE will  host  a 
virtual  Holiday  happy  hour  party;  please  take  a  look  and  consider 
signing up using this SPE Holiday Party Link.

THE DECEMBER 8TH  PETROLEUM   TECHNOLOGY  “LUNCHEON”  
WILL BE A  MS TEAMS MEETING FEATURING DL RICK ALDRED 

SPEAKING ON  LOOKING AT OLD LOGS IN NEW WAYS: RE-
EVALUATING LOW RESISTIVITY INTERVALS IN MATURE FIELDS TO   

IDENTIFY BY-PASSED PAY 

Recipient of the SPE President’s Section Award for Excellence & a SPE Gold Standard Section

Los Angeles Basin Section
Society of Petroleum Engineers

continues on next page...

A Message from the Chair

see page 3 for details

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJclduuhqDMoHdeQNso3bRH8hLfQj6gTa8jF
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Message from the Chair continues…

Though the 2020 golf tournament was canceled and the 2021 WRM 
(now scheduled for April 20-22nd) may be held virtually, we would still 
like to hold a golf tournament in 2021 and it is tentatively scheduled for 
April  23rd,  2021.   The board is  still  looking at  the details  including 
where we could hold the event safely,  and what distancing protocols 
will be in place at that time.

SPE has pushed back additional events, you can read about what has 
been postponed and canceled here.  SPE will  continue to hold more 
webinars,  especially  ones  free  to  SPE  members  to  help  us  remain 
connected and informed on emerging technologies.  SPE has canceled 
in-person Distinguished Lecturer presentations through May of 2021, 
so the events which are held in person may reflect this cancellation 
shortly.  SPE International is looking into holding an SPE global virtual 
conference  though  we  do  not  have  any  details  on  this  yet.   While 
meeting in person is preferred, let’s  all  embrace the technology that 
allows us to still meet and exchange ideas while we remain safely apart.

After over 60 years of helping collect, disseminate, and exchange technical knowledge, SPE California 
Coastal Section, the Ventura area Section, has officially been disestablished.  While this is unfortunate 
news, the members of the former section will be allowed to choose a new section, and SPE LA Basin 
welcomes any SPE members who choose to affiliate with us.

In January Dr. Arian Edalat from Pacifica Water Solutions will be presenting a paper tentatively titled 
“Produced Water Treatment for Beneficial Reuse”.  This month Rick Aldred will be presenting his DL 
talk for our December Technology Luncheon on December 8, 2020, at 12:30 pm; the talk is titled 
“Looking at  Old Logs  in  New Ways:   Re-evaluating Low Resistivity  Intervals  in  Mature Fields  to 
Identify By-Passed Pay”.

Sincerely,
Andrew López
SPE LA Basin Section Chair 2020-2021
aslopez@burnsmcd.com 
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page 9

LASPE Upcoming Events 
& Newsletter Submission 
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LASPE Website 
connect.spe.org/

LosAngelesBasin/Home

Young Professionals Facebook

We know we can’t all be in person, but no matter where you are in North America, we invite you to join 
us virtually for a holiday happy hour! Dust off your best holiday sweater, find your silly holiday hats and 
dress up your pets in their holiday best and join us for a session that will allow you to network in small 
breakout groups with current board members, SPE Presidents, and friends, both old and new!

Register 
click here

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJclduuhqDMoHdeQNso3bRH8hLfQj6gTa8jF
https://www.spe.org/en/about/response/
mailto:aslopez@burnsmcd.com
http://connect.spe.org/LosAngelesBasin/Home
http://connect.spe.org/LosAngelesBasin/Home
https://www.facebook.com/groups/227315267334095/
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PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY   VIRTUAL “LUNCHEON” 
WILL BE  A  MS TEAMS MEETING - 12:30 PM DEC  8TH

Abstract: 

This presentation discusses two new methods for re-evaluating conventional logs from low resistivity 
formations in mature fields in order to detect intervals of by-passed pay, especially those in laminated 
formations. 

The first method involves the modeling of resistivity anisotropy in neighboring wells, with different 
deviation angles, through the same formation. This allows vertical and horizontal resistivity logs to 
be computed and used in a laminated shaly sand interpretation.

The second method uses  low resolution modeling  of  different  component  layers  in  a  formation 
which is too complex for other interpretation techniques to work. Fluid saturations are derived using 
separate saturation height functions for each rock type and synthetic resistivity logs are calculated 
and compared with recorded logs to verify the modeling results.

These techniques can be used to distinguish laminated from non-laminated formations, they produce 
results  which have significantly  lower  uncertainty  than conventional  interpretations  and are  also 
better suited to upscaling for reservoir modeling.

The new techniques have been successfully applied in various formations in the Asia-Pacific region 
and examples are presented which demonstrate the different modeling processes available. 

Biography: 

Rick  Aldred  is  a  petrophysicist  with  39  years’  experience,  including  15  years  with  operating  oil 
companies, 10 years with logging companies providing petrophysical consulting services, 10 years in 
petrophysical software development and 4 years as an independent consultant.

In 1980 he graduated in Geology from Keele University in England, and has subsequently worked in 
Europe, North Africa, The Middle East, The Indian Subcontinent, East and South-East Asia and 
Australia.

He  currently  works  as  a  consultant  petrophysicist  based  in  Brisbane,  Australia,  specializing  in 
building software solutions to solve complex petrophysical problems. He also provides training in 
advanced petrophysical applications and general petrophysical interpretation work.

Looking at Old Logs in New Ways:  
Re-evaluating Low Resistivity Intervals in Mature Fields to   

Identify By-Passed Pay 
Rick Aldred - Distinguished Lecturer 

Click link below just before joining meeting
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/

19%3ameeting_ZjA5MjNlNTYtYmZkMi00NjZjLTg3MzYtZjU0OTZhYmUxZWY4%40thread.v2/0?
context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22bfbb9a2b-6d99-4e78-

b3c7-95005d555c8b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2292d6b96b-6b03-4f17-bad7-0edbadbc8986%22%7d

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZjA5MjNlNTYtYmZkMi00NjZjLTg3MzYtZjU0OTZhYmUxZWY4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22bfbb9a2b-6d99-4e78-b3c7-95005d555c8b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2292d6b96b-6b03-4f17-bad7-0edbadbc8986%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZjA5MjNlNTYtYmZkMi00NjZjLTg3MzYtZjU0OTZhYmUxZWY4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22bfbb9a2b-6d99-4e78-b3c7-95005d555c8b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2292d6b96b-6b03-4f17-bad7-0edbadbc8986%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZjA5MjNlNTYtYmZkMi00NjZjLTg3MzYtZjU0OTZhYmUxZWY4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22bfbb9a2b-6d99-4e78-b3c7-95005d555c8b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2292d6b96b-6b03-4f17-bad7-0edbadbc8986%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZjA5MjNlNTYtYmZkMi00NjZjLTg3MzYtZjU0OTZhYmUxZWY4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22bfbb9a2b-6d99-4e78-b3c7-95005d555c8b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2292d6b96b-6b03-4f17-bad7-0edbadbc8986%22%7d
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Register in by December 4th for this webinar via the USC Energy Institute Web site:
 https://energyinstitute.usc.edu

https://energyinstitute.usc.edu
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DISTINGUISHED LECTURERS ONLINE!

With Covid-19 causing cancelations of the presentation meetings world wide, you can still become 
informed by watching the DL Webinars - see below.
Here is the link to the complete selection of over 50 DL Webinars - click here

https://webevents.spe.org/distinguished-lecturer?utm_source=spe.org&utm_medium=email-content&utm_campaign=DL&utm_content=DL%20Webinar%20Register&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWVRFMU5HWTJaalEwTWpVMSIsInQiOiJrQUtaMGUxQWtOQVV0cFdBNVZFSjc1MGtvbUhCandxa01lVGp5ZW9zSzhROGoyR1pjUzlYUnVlb2xyMlA2UE9ETHQ4Nkw0SWZ2UDNxWk9hQUdoVU93MDZ0Q054Y3ZhQ0YwYjBvT0plSGIwTXAwMnZzOEI1ZWcxK3g5azIyMitQMSJ9
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Make an impact one student at a time.

Dear SPE MEMBERS:
Do you have two hours per week to make a huge difference during this uncertain and tumultuous time? 
Be a mentor to the students who need you the most. Your time spent with them will impact their future 
success.  

We are seeking industry professionals from all walks of life – early career, mid-career and retirees with 
expertise in math and science. You do not need any prior experience in education!

EnCorps  STEM  Teachers  Program’s  vision  is  to  realize  a  day  where  all  students,  regardless  of 
socioeconomic status, are inspired and prepared to pursue their dreams. Join EnCorps STEM Teachers 
Program as a STEMx Tutor and commit to providing quality education to the students who need your 
mentorship the most. As a STEMx Tutor, you will  be paired with a student for an entire semester.  
Please see our flyer and website at https://www.encorps.org/  

Tanja Schroeder
EnCorps STEM Teachers Program
Southern California Recruitment Coordinator
tanja.schroeder@encorps.org
760-905-9010
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Click link below to nominate a candidate:
Nominate Colleague

International nominations deadline: 15 February 
Regional nominations deadline: 1 March

https://www.spe.org/en/awards/?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email-content&utm_campaign=awards&utm_content=Award%20Nomination&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiT1dJMU9UZGtObU01TVdZeCIsInQiOiJWVU1wUW04UjNnVUpYcW0zR25JZnpDdmVVMXRVMW1vSUdTMjFjWDNMZ2ErUU43am56cDIrRDZBV2JudmNTcXE2K3J1ZUpFUFNIM2xoYmM3aERSalJGanA3ekZSdjVRQ0hlUlFQZ1lwakUzbG9MN01XWUhPQ3phUGd4cUd3MEtyNSJ9
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SEEKING NOMINEES FOR SPE LA BASIN 
SECTION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Members and colleagues,

The Society of Petroleum Engineers-LA Basin Section is seeking nominees for an open position 
on the Board of Directors (BOD) that would commence this year. All positions are for a 3-year 
term.  If you would like to be involved, please contact Vanessa Perez at perezv28@gmail.com. 
Transfers from all sections are welcome. 

Candidate  may submit  a  brief  biography or  resume emphasizing  your  education,  petroleum 
industry-related activities and previous involvement in SPE local, regional or national programs. 
Please submit to perezv28@gmail.com

Commitment  for  this  position  involves  virtual  attendance  of  a  monthly  BOD meeting  and 
involvement in one or  more local  committees  such as  scholarship,  science Fair,  FSEA, golf, 
OCEC, LACES, membership, program, etc. Currently, the BOD meetings are held virtually on 
Tuesday at 10:30 a.m.-12:00 noon via TeamMeetings. 

Looking forward to receiving your bio. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Vanessa 
Perez by email perezv28@gmail.com by January 10.

Secretary Needed!

LASPE is also seeking a Secretary. The position involves attending the monthly BOD meetings, 
taking notes at the BOD meetings, and issuing written minutes. Becoming Secretary allows you 
to  get  familiar  with  the  section  business  and  gives  you  SPE exposure.  Please  email  me  at 
perezv28@gmail.com, if interested. 

Warm regards,
Vanessa M. Perez
LA Basin SPE Board Member

LASPE Appreciation Lunch

mailto:perezv28@gmail.com
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USC SPE Student Chapter Events 
In the month of November, we hosted three webinars, and we had the opportunity to be involved in 
community services.

Thanks to the sponsorship of Chevron, several of our students could register at the Virtual SPE ATCE  
and continued reviewing various papers presented.

Our first guest speaker of the month was Ms. Sanaz Seddighrad, a graduate of USC PTE who is now the 
Vice President of Reservoir Engineering at Terra Energy Partners. The webinar was on the business of 
startups and unconventional resources.  The next webinar we hosted was conducted by the  IHS Markit; 
representatives spoke about the training class and the importance of the Harmony software in the oil 
and gas industry.

Finally, for our last webinar of this month, we hosted Neil Modeland, and he talked about “Completions 
overview and technology developments.” In Neil's current role, he manages a team of engineers assisting 
operators  information  evaluation,  completion  design,  fracture  and  production  modeling,  and  other 
solutions delivery.

Moreover,  we  participated  in  the  “STEM Club  Superstar  Saturday,”  which  is  part  of  the  “Project 
Science”   at  USC.  We shared our  STEM stories  with students:  including our  role,  our  educational 
background, and our interests.  We believe sharing real and authentic stories will help younger students 
to know their potential and find new interests to pursue.

In the end, we would like to thank the SPE LA Basin Section and our faculty advisor Dr. Iraj Ershaghi 
for supporting our student chapter and all of our hard-working board members.

SPE STUDENT CHAPTER REPORTS 
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SELECTED SPE UPCOMING EVENTS 2020 - 2021 

Date Title

December 8*
Rick Aldred, SPEI Distinguished Lecturer 

Looking at Old Logs in New Ways:  Re-evaluating Low Resistivity Intervals in Mature 
Fields to Identify By-passed Pay  (Reservoir)

January 12*

Arian Edalat (Pacifica Water Solutions) and  Professor Eric Hoek (UCLA Dept.
of Civil and Environmental Engineering). 

"New and Emerging Technology for Cleaning
Produced Water for Beneficial Reuse in California"

February 10*
Talib Syed, SPEI Distinguished Lecturer 

Life Cycle Well Integrity:  Imperatives for Developing New and Mature Assets                  
(Drilling)

March 10*
Anthony Allison, SPEI Distinguished Lecturer

Accurate Load & Position Measurement is Critical to Quality Dynamometer 
Analysis     (Production Operations)                                               

April 13* TBA

April 23 LASPE Annual Charity Golf Tournament 
* Asterisk * on date indicates a Board of Directors meeting starts at 10:30 AM prior to 

Petroleum Technology Luncheon. All are welcome to attend.

DEADLINES FOR NEWSLETTER ARTICLE SUBMISSION

Month
Published

1st Submission 
Call

Last Submission 
Call

No Submissions 
Accepted After

Newsletter 
Publish Date

January 2021 12/14 12/21 12/31 Jan 4

February 2021 1/18 1/25 1/28 Feb 1
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Name Posi)on E-mail

Andrew López LASPE Chairperson 2020-2021  aslopez@burnsmcd.com

Open Vice Chairperson

Robert Schaaf Past Chair - Board Member rschaaf@socal.rr.com

Francois Florence Treasurer - Board member through 2020 francois.florence@gmail.com
Andrew Lopez Secretary - Board member through 2021  aslopez@burnsmcd.com
Ian Johnecheck Board member through 2022 IanJohnecheck@gmail.com
Ted Frankiewicz Board member through 2020 tcfrankiewicz@gmail.com 
Vanessa Perez Board member through 2022 perezv28@gmail.com

Commi/ee Chairs
Open Awards

Ted Frankiewicz Forum and Program Chair tcfrankiewicz@gmail.com 

JR Smoyer Golf Tournament CommiRee Advisor jr.smoyer@raptorwireline.com

ScoR Hara 
Vanessa Perez

Community Outreach/STEM scoRhara@yahoo.com 
perezv28@gmail.com

Ian Johnecheck YP AcWviWes ianjohnecheck@gmail.com

Dr. Iraj Ershaghi PublicaWon Mentor ershaghi@usc.edu

Brian Tran Scholarship briantran01@yahoo.com

A.B. Gorashi Training goras9@aol.com

JR Smoyer Young Professional jr.smoyer@raptorwireline.com

Robert Schaaf NominaWons pro tem rschaaf@socal.rr.com

Larry Gilpin NewsleRer & Website Editor / Publisher Larry@4thForge.com

Steve Shryock Student Chapter Liaison sgshryock@aol.com

Dr. Jalal Torabzadeh Student Chapter Advisor - CSULB jalal.torabzadeh@csulb.edu

Student Chapter President - CSULB beach.spe@gmail.com

Dr. Iraj Ershaghi Student Chapter Advisor – USC ershaghi@usc.edu

Shadi Torabi Student Chapter President - USC uscspe@usc.edu 
shaditor@usc.edu

Dr. Steve Cheung SPE Regional Director-North America stevespe@yahoo.com

SPE InternaWonal  Contact for SecWons secWons@SPE.org

2020 - 2021  LASPE OFFICERS, BOARD & CONTACTS
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