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Recipient of the SPE President’s Section Award for Excellence & a SPE Gold Standard Section

Los Angeles Basin Section
Society of Petroleum Engineers

Sustainable  Energy,  Reduced  Carbon  Footprints, 
Innovation, Energy Storage Solutions, Carbon Capture 

Dear Colleagues,

I  hope  this  message  finds  you  well  as  we 
embark  on  a  new year  filled  with  promising 
developments  and  challenges  in  the  energy 
industry. It's the first message of the year, and 
I want to extend a warm welcome to all  our 
members.

One significant trend gaining momentum is the rise of green hydrogen. 
The world is taking notice of this clean energy source, with investments 
pouring into projects like Mitsubishi's  world's largest green hydrogen 
project. It's an exciting time for sustainable energy enthusiasts, as green 
hydrogen promises a greener future.

In response to environmental concerns and the need to reduce carbon 
footprints, US oil drillers are exploring electric drilling rigs, marking a 
significant  transition  towards  more  sustainable  drilling  practices. 
Meanwhile, study warns that electrical production must pick up to meet 
the demands of oil & gas producing regions. Amidst these changes, the 
industry is adapting and innovating rapidly. We see companies like SLB 
(formerly Schlumberger) celebrating their achievements in autonomous 
drilling wells for Equinor, marking a significant technological milestone 
in our sector. Additionally, Uganda is leveraging its oil and gas resources 
to transform its economy, much like we did here in the US throughout 
the 20th century.

A Message from the Chair

The LASPE  Technology  in Person Meeting 
will be Monday Feb 12th at  11:30AM, at The Navy Golf Course in Cypress 

“Carbon Capture & Storage and the CO2 Storage Resources Management System (SRMS)”  
presented by DISTINGUISHED LECTURER  RAWDON SEAGER  

See page 3 for Details

Continued next page

https://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/Mitsubishi-to-Invest-in-Worlds-Largest-Green-Hydrogen-Project.html
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/Mitsubishi-to-Invest-in-Worlds-Largest-Green-Hydrogen-Project.html
https://jpt.spe.org/us-oil-drillers-are-going-electric-if-they-can-get-the-electricity
https://jpt.spe.org/electric-shock-permian-producers-warned-that-grid-power-may-not
https://jpt.spe.org/electric-shock-permian-producers-warned-that-grid-power-may-not
https://jpt.spe.org/slb-celebrates-a-99-autonomously-drilled-well-section-for-equinor
https://jpt.spe.org/slb-celebrates-a-99-autonomously-drilled-well-section-for-equinor
https://jpt.spe.org/uganda-leverages-oil-and-gas-to-transform-economy
https://jpt.spe.org/uganda-leverages-oil-and-gas-to-transform-economy
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With renewable energy on the rise, energy storage solutions have become critical. The industry is 
increasingly  focused  on  energy  storage  technologies,  such  as  batteries  and  grid  power.  These 
innovations enable us to harness renewable energy efficiently and reliably, as highlighted in this article 
on energy storage.

Efforts in carbon capture and storage are also making headlines. Projects like the Summit Carbon 
Pipeline  are  expanding,  contributing  to  our  commitment  to  reducing  carbon  emissions  and 
promoting sustainability. Furthermore, we're keeping an eye on developments in carbon capture and 
storage in California.

On  the  global  front,  energy  dynamics  continue  to  shift.  Guyana's  oil  discoveries  have  brought 
attention to the Essequibo dispute, impacting geopolitics and energy markets. Meanwhile, Japan is 
making strides in clean hydrogen production, allocating subsidies to producers by year-end. 

The  Bakken  oil  production  surprised  many  with  a  robust  performance  last  year,  showing  the 
resilience of unconventional oil production.

As we navigate through these exciting developments and challenges, I encourage each one of you to 
stay  informed  and  engaged  in  our  dynamic  industry.  The  Los  Angeles  Basin  Section  remains 
committed to providing valuable insights, networking opportunities, and educational support to help 
you thrive in this evolving landscape.

Thank  you  for  your  continued  support,  and  I  look  forward  to  a  year  filled  with  growth  and 
collaboration within our SPE community. Please stay tuned for our upcoming events and initiatives, 
and feel free to reach out if you have any questions or suggestions.

Sincerely,
Andrew López 
SPE LA Basin Section Chair 2020-2024 
aslopez@burnsmcd.com  

P.S. Don't forget to mark your calendars for our upcoming Scholarship Golf Tournament on May 
3, 2024, at the Navy "Destroyer" Course in Cypress, CA. Details and registration can be found 
at spelabasingolf.com. Your participation supports our scholarship and outreach programs.

https://jpt.spe.org/energy-storage-a-key-enabler-for-renewable-energy
https://jpt.spe.org/energy-storage-a-key-enabler-for-renewable-energy
https://jpt.spe.org/energy-storage-a-key-enabler-for-renewable-energy
https://jpt.spe.org/slb-celebrates-a-99-autonomously-drilled-well-section-for-equinor
https://jpt.spe.org/slb-celebrates-a-99-autonomously-drilled-well-section-for-equinor
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20231219080329/en/U.S.-EPA-Releases-Draft-Class-VI-Permits-to-CRC%25E2%2580%2599s-Carbon-TerraVault-for-CO2-Injection-and-Storage-in-California
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20231219080329/en/U.S.-EPA-Releases-Draft-Class-VI-Permits-to-CRC%25E2%2580%2599s-Carbon-TerraVault-for-CO2-Injection-and-Storage-in-California
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/dec/14/guyana-venezuela-essequibo-maduro-kenneth-mohammed
https://www.hku.hk/press/press-releases/detail/26832.html
https://jpt.spe.org/surprise-bakken-oil-production-up-strongly-last-year
mailto:aslopez@burnsmcd.com
https://spelabasingolf.com/
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THE FEBRUARY SPE TECHNOLOGY LUNCHEON 
Monday February 12th 11:30 AM  

LOCATION:  THE NAVY GOLF COURSE  5660 Orangewood Ave, Cypress, CA 
   

Speaker:   SPE Distinguished Lecturer RAWDON SEAGER, Chief Reservoir 
Engineer for Gaffney, Cline & Assoc  

Carbon Capture & Storage and the CO2 Storage 
Resources Management System (SRMS) 

Lunch Price: $30.00 (Students $10) Make your Lunch SelecFon from Menu Below
Cash or Check RSVP with the Number of your selecFon & Side Dish to:  

tcfrankiewicz@gmail.com

             Credit Card RSVP make your Lunch SelecFon on the Zeffy Web Site using the 
following link: 

hRps://www.zeffy.com/en-US/FckeFng/9050e5c1-6c0e-409f-8a[-cf05a4cb17a8
  

Lunch Menu Selections for SPE Technology Luncheon

•Selections are served with Choice of French Fries, Sweet Potato Fries, Cottage Cheese, 
Cole Slaw or Green Salad 

1.California Burrito 
a.Carne Asada, Pico de Gallo, Cheese, Avocado Spread, Fries, Jalapeño 
Crema, Flour Tortilla 
2.Baja Style Fish Tacos 
a.Corn Tortillas, Cod, Lime Cilantro Slaw, Cotija Cheese, Jalapeño Lime Sauce 
3.Grilled Chicken Sandwich 
a.Chicken, Monterey Jack Cheese, Applewood Bacon, Lettuce, Tomato, 
Chipotle Aioli, Sourdough 
4.Pulled Mushroom Tacos 
a.[Vegan] Portobello Mushroom, Shiitake, Onions, Cilantro and Mexican Spice, 
Tortilla with Pickled Onions and Garlic Lime Sauce (Does Not Include Side) 
5.Cubano Sandwich

mailto:tcfrankiewicz@gmail.com
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/9050e5c1-6c0e-409f-8afb-cf05a4cb17a8
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Carbon Capture & Storage and the CO2 Storage Resources 
Management System (SRMS) 

Abstract:  

A^er the lecture, members will understand the importance of carbon capture and storage 
in the transiFon to a lower carbon future, and know how to evaluate quanFFes 
consistently using the SRMS. 

As part of the internaFonal effort to combat global warming, significant aRenFon is being 
given to ways to sequester (store for the long-term) carbon dioxide, which is a major 
contributor to the greenhouse effect. It is therefore criFcal that there is a universal means 
to record the storable quanFFes by recognizing the maturity of the projects to be 
implemented and the confidence that can be placed in the esFmated volumes to be 
sequestered. 

This talk will look at some of the ways in which carbon dioxide can be stored and provide a 
review of the CO2 Storage Resources Management System (SRMS) framework prepared by 
the Society of Petroleum Engineers to classify and categorize the storable quanFFes. 

The talk will cover: 
• An overview of carbon capture, uFlizaFon and storage, including the role of greenhouse 

gasses in global warming 
• Discussion of typical modes of storage of carbon dioxide in saline aquifers and depleted 

oil and gas fields 
• Review of the CO2 Storage Resources Management System (SRMS), including principles 

and key definiFons 
• Discussion of economics and evaluaFon methods 
• A hypotheFcal example

Bio: 

Rawdon Seager is a reservoir engineer with over 50 years’ experience in the internaFonal 
oil and gas arena with Shell, Huffco and, since 1985, Gaffney, Cline & Associates, where he 
is Chief Reservoir Engineer and Global Director of Quality Assurance. He is currently 
involved in CCS studies and applicaFon of the SRMS. 

He has a BSc in Physics from Bristol University and an MSc in Petroleum Engineering from 
Imperial College, London. Rawdon is past Chairman of the SPE Oil and Gas Reserves 
CommiRee and past member of the Board and current Chair of the Reserves DefiniFons 
CommiRee of the SPEE. 

Register: hRps://www.zeffy.com/en-US/FckeFng/9050e5c1-6c0e-409f-8a[-cf05a4cb17a8

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/9050e5c1-6c0e-409f-8afb-cf05a4cb17a8
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THE FEBRUARY SPE TECHNOLOGY LUNCHEON 
Monday February 12th 11:30 AM   

LOCATION:   THE CLUBHOUSE AT THE NAVY GOLF COURSE
  5660 ORANGEWOOD AVE.    CYPRESS, CA  90630 

DIRECTIONS: 

From the 605 Freeway---  
•Exit and go East on Katella 
•Turn South onto Valley View 
•Turn West onto Orangewood & you’re there! 

From the 405 or the 22 Freeways--- 
•Carefully Follow Freeway signs to  
•Exit at Valley View / Bolsa Chica 
•Go North on Valley View for 1 mile 
•Turn West onto Orangewood & you’re there! 
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The 2024 SPE Western Regional Meeting, themed "Solutions to 
Propel the Expanding Energy Landscape," will take place 16–18 

April 2024 in Palo Alto, California.  

Register today to join us for engaging panel discussions, speakers, 
and technical presentations on topics such as geothermal energy, 

carbon capture and storage, hydrogen, and AI. 

REGISTER TODAY

 
 

The technical program will cover an array of topics, such as 
reservoir engineering, formation evaluation, data science, the 

digital oilfield, energy transition, unconventionals, EOR, CCUS, 
hydrogen, and geothermal. 

Highlights include: 

• Panel discussion on the Future of Geothermal Energy, led by 
Rita Okoroafer, Texas A&M University 

• Panel discussion on the Evolving Role of AI in Energy, led by 
Markus Zechner, Stanford University 

• Keynote luncheon on CCUS and Energy Transition by Prof. Sally 
Benson, Stanford Center for Carbon Storage and the Stanford 
Carbon Removal Initiative 

• Awards luncheon hosted by Medhat (Med) Kamal, 2023 SPE 
President, Chevron Fellow Emeritus 

  
VIEW THE TECHNICAL PROGRAM

SPE WESTERN REGIONAL MEETING 
16-18 APRIL 2024  PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA, USA 

SOLUTIONS TO PROPEL THE EXPANDING 
ENERGY LANDSCAPE  

https://email.specommunications.org/ODMzLUxMVC0wODcAAAGQ-aXrJTQf-bAMfA6CsCiW8MVEJ1oq5E2_ML7OqYrUGpsGfwKZKhyXENj5Gk2Jozlh1YisR1g=
https://email.specommunications.org/ODMzLUxMVC0wODcAAAGQ-aXrJWj8whicIWDfBPWzEnNwGV0qxexYVo7adlyz_9jkzxLNbAp9AkWxktaatddCKBTAEUU=
https://email.specommunications.org/ODMzLUxMVC0wODcAAAGQ-aXrJczGCvyEdY5MS_Or_tweIzaj-CoHaKyVGFrEqISXL6X1Kxp8nu6GhW2nQFlwi9sAKLI=
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Los Angeles Basin Section 
Society of Petroleum Engineers 

Recipient of the SPE President’s Section Award for Excellence & a SPE Gold Standard Section 

 

SPE LA BASIN ENERGY TRANSITION 
SOCIAL NETWORKING EVENT 

SAVE THE DATE 

April 11, 2024 – THURSDAY 4 to 7 PM 

Navy Golf Course Club House 
5660 Orangewood, Cypress, CA 90630 

A panel of industry experts will lead us in the discussion of key aspects of 
energy transition, including but not limited to: 

• Geothermal Energy 
• Green Hydrogen Generation 
• Carbon Capture & Storage 
• The Future of Oil & Gas Production 

Will be provided:  
• Appetizers 
• 1 Complimentary Wine/Beer Drink Ticket & No-Host Bar 
• Networking Opportunities. 

Please save the date in your calendar and invite friends to attend. 

Price: $10 
SPONSORSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE 

$500 sponsorships – recognized on event banner, half page ad in next 
newsletter, 5 min introduction presentation, 2 complimentary registrations 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:  
Contact email: steveior@yahoo.com

mailto:steveior@yahoo.com
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SPE LA BASIN SCHOLARSHIP 
GOLF TOURNAMENT 
May 3, 2024 – FRIDAY 

The Navy “Destroyer” Course 
5660 Orangewood Ave., Cypress, CA  90630 

CHECK IN:  07:00 to 07:45 
08:00 SHOTGUN START 

REGISTER AT https://spelabasingolf.com   
INCLUDES RANGE BALLS, CART, BUFFET LUNCH, RAFFLE 

PRIZE TICKETS & MORE 

SPONSORSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE  
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT 

TCFRANKIEWICZ@GMAIL.COM      714-475-8699 

https://spelabasingolf.com
mailto:TCFRANKIEWICZ@GMAIL.COM
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SPE LA BASIN SCHOLARSHIP 
GOLF TOURNAMENT 

…more on Golf

https://spelabasingolf.com 

For golf tournament questions contact 
TCFRANKIEWICZ@GMAIL.COM      714-475-8699

https://spelabasingolf.com
mailto:TCFRANKIEWICZ@GMAIL.COM
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USC SPE Chapter January 2024 Summary Report 

Topic: Transitioning from Student to Engineer 

Our speaker was Mr. Dylan Chennault who has embarked on a diverse professional journey at 
Aera Energy, starting as a production engineering intern in 2019 and progressing to roles such 
as a data science intern and subsurface reliability engineer. He currently serves as a heavy oil 
production surveillance engineer. In addition to his contributions at Aera, Mr. Chennault has 
taken leadership roles as the USC His educational background includes a BS in Chemical 
Engineering  with  a  Minor  in  Accounting  from USC (2021)  and  an  MS in  Data  Science 
Engineering from UCLA (2024). Mr. Chennault holds a PE petroleum license, showcasing his 
expertise  in  the field.  His  leadership extends  to  roles  such as  the President  of  the USC 
Society of Petroleum Engineers and positions at the SJV Society of Petroleum Engineers. Mr. 
Chennault's  professional  interests  cover  ML/AI  application  in  petroleum  engineering, 
efficient operations, safety-conscious cost optimization, energy storage, carbon management, 
equity and inclusion, and staff development. 

SPE  STUDENT CHAPTER REPORT  
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SELECTED SPE UPCOMING EVENTS 2024-2025 

DEADLINES FOR NEWSLETTER ARTICLE SUBMISSION

Date Title

 Feb 12, 
2024

LASPE Distinguished Lecturer 
Rawdon Seager 

Carbon Capture and Storage and the CO2 Storage 
Resources Management System (SRMS)

March 12 LA Basin Technology Luncheon at The Navy Clubhouse 
Speaker TBD

April 11 Energy Transition Study Group Social Event 
4 - 7 PM at The Navy Clubhouse

April 14 - 
18 

2024

SPE WRM 2024 
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Palo Alto 

General Chair:  Mark McClure, mark@resfrac.com 
  Technical Program Chair:  Roland Horne, horne@stanford.edu

May 3 SPE LA BASIN SHCOLARSHIP GOLF TOURNAMENT 
MAY 3 at the Navy “Destroyer” Golf Course 7:00 -7:30 AM Check in, 

8 AM Shotgun Start 
Register at  hRps://spelabasingolf.com

* Asterisk * on a date indicates a Board of Directors meeFng starts at 10:30 am 
prior to Petroleum Technology Luncheon. All are welcome to aLend.

Month
Published

1st Submission 
Call

Last Submission 
Call

No Submissions 
Accepted After

Newsletter 
Publish Date

Mar 2/19 2/26 2/28 3/1

April 3/18 3/25 3/28 4/1

May 4/15 4/22 4/26 5/1

June 5/20 5/27 5/30 6/3

https://connect.spe.org/goldengate/western-regional-meeting-2024/2024-front-page?mkt_tok=ODMzLUxMVC0wODcAAAGQ-aXrJc6JzN03wR7iqh-hEfm3gZHrMxqrKnBYnvpss5BesrhAAvKf5_rHfZ40qXYZAiL8VK9v4NQ7PhOzkeldczPHFNG2ImP_VnM0geZDSb0RaQ
mailto:horne@stanford.edu
https://spelabasingolf.com
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Name PosiFon E-mail

Andrew López LASPE Chairperson 2020-2023  aslopez@burnsmcd.com

Ian Johnecheck Chairperson Elect for 2023-2024 IanJohnecheck@gmail.com

Robert Schaaf Past Chair - Board Member rpschaaf@gmail.com

Francois Florence Treasurer - Board member through 2022 francois.florence@gmail.com
Vanessa Perez Secretary - Board member through 2022  perezv28@gmail.com

Ian Johnecheck Board member through 2022 IanJohnecheck@gmail.com
Ted Frankiewicz Board member through 2022 tcfrankiewicz@gmail.com 
Steve Cheung Board member 2021-2024 steveior@yahoo.com

Peter Yu Board member 2023-2025 pyu@cordobacorp.com

CommiRee Chairs
Open Awards

Ted Frankiewicz Forum and Program Chair tcfrankiewicz@gmail.com 

jr.smoyer@raptorwireline.com

ScoL Hara 
Vanessa Perez

Community Outreach/STEM scoLhara@yahoo.com 
perezv28@gmail.com

Ian Johnecheck YP AcFviFes ianjohnecheck@gmail.com

Dr. Iraj Ershaghi PublicaFon Mentor ershaghi@usc.edu

Brian Tran Scholarship briantran01@yahoo.com

A.B. Gorashi Training goras9@aol.com

jr.smoyer@raptorwireline.com

Robert Schaaf NominaFons pro tem rpschaaf@gmail.com

Larry Gilpin NewsleLer & Website Editor / Publisher Larry@4thForge.com

Steve Shryock Student Chapter Liaison sgshryock@aol.com

Steve Cheung Membership Chair steveior@yahoo.com

Dr. Jalal Torabzadeh Student Chapter Advisor - CSULB jalal.torabzadeh@csulb.edu

Student Chapter President - CSULB beach.spe@gmail.com

Dr. Iraj Ershaghi Student Chapter Advisor – USC ershaghi@usc.edu

Nazare Hebo Student Chapter President - USC 
2023-2024

uscspe@usc.edu 
hebo@usc.edu

Simeon Eburi SPE Regional Director-North America simeon.eburi@chevron.com

SPE InternaFonal  Contact for SecFons secFons@SPE.org

2023 - 2024  LASPE OFFICERS, BOARD & CONTACTS

mailto:aslopez@burnsmcd.com
mailto:IanJohnecheck@gmail.com
mailto:rpschaaf@gmail.com
mailto:francois.florence@gmail.com
mailto:perezv28@gmail.com
mailto:IanJohnecheck@gmail.com
mailto:tcfrankiewicz@gmail.com
mailto:steveior@yahoo.com
mailto:pyu@cordobacorp.com
mailto:tcfrankiewicz@gmail.com
mailto:jr.smoyer@raptorwireline.com
mailto:scotthara@yahoo.com
mailto:perezv28@gmail.com
mailto:ianjohnecheck@gmail.com
mailto:ershaghi@usc.edu
mailto:Brian.Tran@Bakerhughes.com
mailto:goras9@aol.com
mailto:JR.smoyer@raptorwireline.com
mailto:rpschaaf@gmail.com
mailto:Larry@4thForge.com
mailto:sgshryock@aol.com
mailto:steveior@yahoo.com
mailto:jalal.torabzadeh@csulb.edu
mailto:beach.spe@gmail.com
mailto:ershaghi@usc.edu
mailto:uscspe@usc.edu
mailto:hebo@usc.edu
mailto:simeon.eburi@chevron.com
mailto:sections@SPE.org
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