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Oil price remain high,  Europe shifts away from Russian 
supply, LASPE Scholarship Golf  Tournament and SJV 
Bakersfield WRM were successful! 

Dear Colleagues,

Just  like  last  month,  the  military  invasion  of 
Ukraine  which  began  at  the  end  of  February 
continues  and crude oil  prices  remain around 
$100,  with  many  common  indices  north  of 
$100.   This  trend  is  not  likely  to  end,  with 

ExxonMobil writing off billions on the Sakhalin-1 project.  

Europe continues to shift away from Russian natural gas imports, but 
European  LNG terminals  are  reaching  their  capacity,  but  additional 
terminals  and  LNG  handling  facilities  are  expected.   Increased 
investment will be necessary for both LNG terminals and gas pipelines 
throughout Europe.  The UK has helped offset lost demand with LNG 
Terminals connected to mainland Europe, Algeria will provide more gas 
to  Italy  through  their  Trans-Mediterranean  Pipeline,  later  this  year 
Ukraine will get connected to the GIPL (Gas Interconnection Poland–
Lithuania) through a connection to Slovakia, and Europe’s LNG leader, 
Spain, will open an idled and never used LNG terminal to provide more 
flexibility  if  further flow reductions are seen from Russian pipelines.  
All this continues to be a good signal for US LNG exporters who have 

THE MAY 10TH PETROLEUM   TECHNOLOGY  “LUNCHEON” WILL BE A  
11:30 AM MSTEAMS MEETING FEATURING  

“ONLINE DESANDING OF ATMOSPHERIC TANKS AND LOW 
PRESSURE SEPARATORS” BY DL MARK WOLF, WOLF PROCESS CO. 

SEE PAGE 3
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https://jpt.spe.org/exxonmobil-declares-force-majeure-on-sakhalin-1-writes-off-3-4-billion-in-q1
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Natural-Gas/LNG-Terminals-In-Europe-Are-Filling-Up-Fast.html
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-covid-health-business-germany-274aae7fd9dfa88bab1dd26200db9423
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-covid-health-business-germany-274aae7fd9dfa88bab1dd26200db9423
https://jpt.spe.org/uks-lng-infrastructure-export-pipelines-offer-europe-a-bridge-to-energy-security
https://jpt.spe.org/uks-lng-infrastructure-export-pipelines-offer-europe-a-bridge-to-energy-security
https://www.upstreamonline.com/politics/algeria-agrees-to-boost-annual-piped-gas-sales-to-italy-by-up-to-9-billion-cubic-metres/2-1-1200876
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-economy/3472466-ukraine-to-have-access-to-lng-terminals-in-poland-baltic-states.html
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-economy/3472466-ukraine-to-have-access-to-lng-terminals-in-poland-baltic-states.html
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/spain-open-idle-liquid-gas-facility-european-storage-base-2022-04-08/
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little  unsold  LNG  futures  leaving  room  for  continued  American 
production and export.

The 2022 LA Basin SPE Scholarship Golf Tournament was held a couple 
of weeks ago at Los Serranos Golf & Country Club.  We want to thank 
those  companies  who  sponsored  and  purchased  foursomes,  the  money 
raised at these tournaments allows us to continue giving scholarships even 
though we have not met in person for much too long.  We also want to 
say thank you to all the volunteers who came out to help the check-in run 
so smoothly.  Please see the additional recap from Dr. Ted Frankiewicz, 
who served as the Golf Chair this year.

The  SJV Section  held  a  successful  in-person  WRM  last  month  in 
Bakersfield!  We are happy there were finally able to host the event that has been years in the making 
because of Covid-19.  Next year WRM will be held in Anchorage, Alaska and I hope to see you there!  
Please see the special recap from Dr. Steve Cheung.

In May the technology luncheon will  be  an MS Teams presentation by Mark Wolf  discussing Online 
Desanding of Atmospheric Tanks and Low Pressure Separators;  a related case study was published on 
SPE.  We have not confirmed our June presentation, but it is likely to be a presentation by Tracerco; they 
had a great presentation last month for LABGS titled EOR, CCUS, and CCS Tracer Applications for 
Extending the Producing Life of Existing Wells in a Highly Regulated Environment.

SPE LA Basin continues to seek interested professionals to join the board; please send me an email if you 
have an interest in helping in any capacity.

Sincerely,

Andrew López
SPE LA Basin Section Chair 2020-2022
aslopez@burnsmcd.com 

USC Student Chapter 
Report 
page 11 & 12
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page 13
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https://jpt.spe.org/non-committed-us-lng-will-remain-scarce
https://onepetro.org/SPEWRM/proceedings-abstract/22WRM/1-22WRM/D011S004R004/484133
https://onepetro.org/SPEWRM/proceedings-abstract/22WRM/1-22WRM/D011S004R004/484133
mailto:aslopez@burnsmcd.com
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PETROLEUM  TECHNOLOGY  VIRTUAL  
“LUNCHEON” WILL BE  A  MSTEAMS MEETING 

MAY 10 AT 11:30AM 

Online Desanding of Atmospheric Tanks and Low 
Pressure Separators 

Mark Wolf, President, Wolf Process Co. 
SPE 209278 

Please join virtual meeting by going  to this link just prior to meeting
https://tinyurl.com/5enhpdtd

Abstract 

The Elk Hills and Buena Vista Fields, located in the southwest San Joaquin Valley, have over 3000 
active wells producing from various reservoirs.  Produced solids and scales accumulate in the surface 
facility  equipment,  limiting  capacity  of  vessels,  impacting  water  quality,  and  causing  significant 
maintenance costs for pumps and related equipment.  The operator chose to implement an online 
sand removal system based on vortex fluidizer technology to address the issues and minimize the 
HSE risks associated with manual cleanouts.  

This webinar will discuss implementation of the project and will review major considerations and 
important decisions made during project design and implementation.  It will highlight case studies 
from  the  literature  supporting  the  use  of  HDPE  in  lieu  of  steel  for  slurry  lines.   Special 
considerations for design of slurry piping and pumping systems will be addressed.
 
Mark Wolf Bio 
 
Mark  Wolf  has  a  BSc  degree  in  Petroleum Engineering  from Texas  Tech 
University. He started his career at Mobil Oil in Texas gaining experience in 
thermal  EOR projects,  well  maintenance,  process  facilities,  and  water 
treatment. Mark relocated to California to focus on oil & gas water treatment 
facilities and was involved in the design and construction of several  water 
handling facilities in the SJV during the 80s-90s.  Mark returned to Texas in 
2002 to  introduce advanced solids  handling  systems to  North America  as 
President of Merpro Americas, Inc.  He started Wolf Process Consultants in 
2020 and moved back to Bakersfield in 2021.  Mark is active in the Society of 
Petroleum Engineers, serving on the Production and Facilities Technical Advisory Committee, the 
Distinguished  Lecturer  Committee,  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  Section  Board,  and  the  organizing 
committee for the 2022 Western Regional Meeting.  

https://tinyurl.com/5enhpdtd
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The SPE LA Basin Scholarship Golf Tournament was held successfully on April 22nd on the Los 
Serranos Golf Club’s North Course.  The forecast of rain did not materialize and the cadre of golfers 
only needed to deal with occasional wind gusts – which, of course, were always blowing against 
their direction of play!   

Thanks to our two Scholarship Sponsors, Steve Shryock and Steve Cheung, and thanks to the 
Corporate Sponsors of the player foursomes, nearly $6000 was raised for SPE Scholarships and for 
the support of STEM student Outreach programs.    

The golfers competed for  
•Low Gross and Low Net team scores (1st Place & 2nd Place) 
•Longest Drive and Closest to the Pin  
•A 50/50 Cash Sharing prize and  
•A number of raffle prizes.   

All told, 54% of the competing players were prize winners of one sort or another.   

PRIZE       TEAM                      SCORE 
1st Low Gross winning team     8:56 Compression Source  59 
2nd Low Gross winning team    8:40 Termo Company   65 

1st  Blind Bogey Net Score winning team  8:32 Cordoba    64 
2nd Blind Bogey Net Score winning team  8:16 Summitt-Halliburton  70  

Closest to the Pin winner    Ron Royster (9:28 Black Gold) 
Longest Drive winner     Steve Isgro   (9:28 Black Gold) 

We extend a special thank you to our corporate Tee Sponsors, to Schlumberger for their Raffle Prize 
donations, to Summit-Halliburton for their gift of golf towels to all players, and to Los Serranos for 
their donation of a prepaid “foursome certificate” prize.    

Another special thank you is extended to our on-site Tournament Volunteers:  Kelly Frankiewicz, 
Andrew Lopez, Robert Schaaf, Peter Yu, Ashley & Julie, & Nayeli from Cordoba, and Noel (friend of 
Ian Johnecheck).  Without their help, golfer check-in and raffle ticket sales would have been in total 
chaos. 12 

And finally, we thank Andrew Lopez, Ian Johnecheck, and JR Smoyer for their dedicated efforts to 
bringing the Tournament to the attention of all those who contributed and played.  

Ted Frankiewicz 
SPE LA Basin Scholarship Golf Chair 

SPE LA BASIN SCHOLARSHIP  
GOLF TOURNAMENT
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SPE’s Western Regional Meeting Comes Alive in Bakersfield 
REPORT by Steve Cheung 

For the past three years the San Joaquin Valley (SJV)  Section has been trying to host the 
Western Regional Meeting (WRM) in person, but the COVID-19 situation has prevented it 
from happening.   Luckily the third time is a charm. The in-person WRM happened this week 
in Bakersfield.  In every measure, it was a good success.  The organizer said they had hope for 
between 200 to 250 attendees to breakeven. At last count, I think over 350 people attended.

I attended two panel discussion sessions.  The speakers of the first panel session included the 
CEO of CRC, the CEO of Aera, and the VP of Chevron SJV Business unit.  My two main 
takeaways were (a) they all said that it has been very difficult to get permits to drill wells in 
California,  and (b)  they are all  planning or executing carbon capture projects.  The second 
panel discussion session was on Green House Gas mitigation in the Upstream O&G Industry. 
The speakers included that top Carbon Managers of the large oil companies in California plus 
top technical experts.  One technology highlight I learned was Bridger Photonics’ air-based 
methane detection.  (https://www.bridgerphotonics.com/gas-mapping-lidar-for-aerial-methane-
detection).  They have scanned for methane leaks of SJV’s entire oil and natural gas supply 
chains.  Both panel discussion sessions were very well attended. I was happy to see people 
standing along the back of the room because they could not easily find seats.  

I spent a couple of hours in the exhibit area and visited 22 booths.  Most companies were from 
California, including LA’s Black Gold Pump and Supply and DXP Enterprises. There were also 
companies  from  Canada  and  Texas.   One  interesting  demonstration  was  the  use  of 
Autonomous  Inflow Control  Valve  (AICV®)  to  reduce  water  production  along  the  well.  
(https://www.inflowcontrol.no/aicv-technology/aicv-animation-how-it-works/). 

I attended several technical talks.  Most were good and some were better than others.  The 
talks were well  attended.   The surprise gems were the invited presentation that were not 
associated with a SPE official paper publications.  Several SPE papers were withdrawn because 
the presenters could not attend in person because of travel restrictions or the authors were 
tested positive with COVID. Hence the experts from the program committees or  vendors 
stepped in and shared their knowledge.  I think this was a wonderful idea and we should 
consider such plans for future WRM programs. 

I attended the Regional Award banquet and was honored to have a picture taken with the 
current  SPE Regional  Director,  Simeon  Eburi  and  this  year’s  Regional  Sustainability  and 
Stewardship in the Oil  and Gas Industry Award Winner,  Tony Zamora.  He is  leading the 
Western Region’s CA Sustainability Development Study Group.  

Overall,  I  fully  enjoyed the event  as  I  was  able  to  meet  many old friends and greet  new 
colleagues from far away.  We all said we were very tired of the Zoom meetings and welcome 
the opportunity to network face-to-face and see people in 3D.  The energy and vibes were very 
high during the three days. Many thanks to the 2022 WRM organizers, Jared Paddock and Bill 
Milliken for their multi-year efforts and look forward to next year’s  WRM in Anchorage, 
Alaska.  Hope the LASPE Board will consider hosting a future WRM here so our members 
will be able to attend one locally. 

https://www.bridgerphotonics.com/gas-mapping-lidar-for-aerial-methane-detection
https://www.bridgerphotonics.com/gas-mapping-lidar-for-aerial-methane-detection
https://www.inflowcontrol.no/aicv-technology/aicv-animation-how-it-works/
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LASPE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Dear fellow LASPE members and applicants,  
 
It is the board of director’s pleasure to announce the 2022-2023 scholarship program. The 
program aims to attract engineering students that are interested in a career in the Petroleum 
Industry. Our goal is to promote local interest in up-and-coming talent who will be the future of our 
industry. We want to encourage students to pursue science and engineering curriculums and to 
increase their awareness of future career opportunities. The LASPE awards scholarships to local 
university graduates, undergraduate students, and local high school students. 

We want to thank all the companies, members and contributors who participate in our events, 
workshops, and activities. These activities and the funds generated are the lifeblood of our 
program that enables us to award scholarships to deserving students for years. Please pass 
along the scholarship announcement and application to a promising candidate if you know one. 
The LASPE scholarship committee will also reach out and spread the word to local universities. 

For more information, contact: 

LASPEscholarship@gmail.com or 
Briantran82@gmail.com 

Awards available: 
 

• Undergraduate Scholarships of $1,000 each or more; USC, UCLA, UCI and Cal 
State Long Beach.  

• Masters Students Scholarships of $1,000 each or more, of which Bruce Davis 
Scholarship will be for the USC award, and others for top Masters Students at UCLA, 
UCI and CSLUB based on GPA and extracurricular activities. Contingent upon 
applicant pool.  

• Graduate Student Awards for Excellence of $1,000 each or more for the most 
outstanding contribution to the Oil & Gas industry.  Can be project, paper, thesis, etc.   

• Candidates who are relatives of SPE Members from outside local schools will be 
considered as long as they pursue a technical degree path towards the petroleum 
industry. 

The Scholarship committee will accept applications through August 31st.  The awards will be 
presented to students at a special meeting in September or October. 

mailto:LASPEscholarship@gmail.com
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LASPE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
CONTINUED

Scoring Criteria and considerations: 

Merit Based scholarship 

High School, Undergraduate & Graduate Scholarships 

PhD candidates only eligible for Awards of Excellence. 

• Complete scholarship application 
• Must be pursuing technical degree field  
• Maintain full time academic load/full time student status for upcoming terms 
• Active member of SPE (Student Chapter or L.A. Basin Section) 
• Research Project, Paper, or Thesis – Synopsis/abstract attachment. 300 words max 
• Internships served – When, Where & Duties 
• Consideration for activity serving the industry and supporting SPEI section/chapter 

o Section participation 
o Industry event participation  
o Volunteerism at events  
o Attendance of workshops/meetings 
o Young Professionals 

• Personal statement of interest in pursuing career in oil & gas industry – 100 words or less 

This announcement and the scholarship application can be found online: 

h"ps://connect.spe.org/losangelesbasin/aboutus/scholarships

https://connect.spe.org/losangelesbasin/aboutus/scholarships
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Hi Vanessa, 

The EnCorps Recruitment team would like to thank everyone who contributed to our 
recent recruitment outreach through sharing our opportunities with their communities 
through social media, newsletter, and inviting us to present internally. With our final 
deadline approaching, we wanted to reach out one last time to ask if Society of 
Petroleum Engineers - Los Angeles Basin Section would continue to spread the word 
about our Fellowship? 

We are thankful to partner with organizations like yours that are excited about inspiring 
students to pursue careers in their field - EnCorps has entered its 15th year of service 
and we could not have impacted 38,800 students annually without your support! 

This recruitment year has flown by and we are fast approaching our FINAL application 
deadline on May 13th!  

We've created 5-minute presentations for both our STEM Fellowship and STEMx Tutor 
program as well as an informational flyer. We would love it if you would consider sharing 
them with your network via newsletter, website, or social media. Each share brings us 
closer to closing the inequality gap in education.  

EnCorps is excited to support you and your work as well. If you have an upcoming event 
you would like an EnCorps recruiter to attend to expand on the details of our programs, 
we would be appreciative to share the space. 

Kind regards,  
Leah Rodriguez 
Teaching Fellowship Recruiter 
219-413-6589 
encorps.org 

https://youtu.be/z25Foe02IPk
https://youtu.be/X7iGkpwubv8
https://youtu.be/X7iGkpwubv8
http://encorps.org
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DISTINGUISHED LECTURERS ONLINE!

Stay informed by watching the DL Webinars - see below. 

Here is the link to the complete selection of over 50 DL Webinars - click here

https://webevents.spe.org/distinguished-lecturer?utm_source=spe.org&utm_medium=email-content&utm_campaign=DL&utm_content=DL%20Webinar%20Register&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWVRFMU5HWTJaalEwTWpVMSIsInQiOiJrQUtaMGUxQWtOQVV0cFdBNVZFSjc1MGtvbUhCandxa01lVGp5ZW9zSzhROGoyR1pjUzlYUnVlb2xyMlA2UE9ETHQ4Nkw0SWZ2UDNxWk9hQUdoVU93MDZ0Q054Y3ZhQ0YwYjBvT0plSGIwTXAwMnZzOEI1ZWcxK3g5azIyMitQMSJ9
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USC STUDENT CHAPTER REPORT

 
University of Southern California SPE student chapter report

 
University of Southern California SPE student chapter members 
have participated in student paper contest and Western regional 
meeting. Mathew Davis and Nima Daneshvarnejad participated in 
the master’s division of Student paper contest. Titles of the research 
in the master division are “Geological Aspects of Using Saline 
Aquifers in the San Joaquin basin for Energy Storage and Carbon 
Dioxide Sequestration” and “Reducing Carbon footprint of California 
Steam Injection Operations”. In the Ph.D. division Jodel Cornelio and 
Saro Meguerdijian participated in the contest. Titles of the research 
in Ph.D. division are “Incorporating Physics and Deep-Learning 
Models using Residual Learning for Improved Predictions in 
Unconventional Reservoirs” and “Physics-Informed Machine 
Learning for Fault- Leakage Reduced-Order Modeling”.
 
University of Southern California presented total of 6 research. 
Studies presented by University of Southern California are mostly 
focused on oil and gas low carbon technologies.
 
On April 6th the USC-SPE student chapter was hosted an in person 
talk for the students and faculty by Mr. Todd Stevens the President 
and Chief executive officer at Black Knight Energy.
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USC STUDENT CHAPTER REPORT 
Continues



MAY 2, 2022  LASPE NEWSLETTER

PAGE 13

SELECTED SPE UPCOMING EVENTS 2022  

Date Title

May 10* Online Desanding of Atmospheric Tanks and Low Pressure Separators
Mark Wolf, Wolf Process

* Asterisk * on date indicates a Board of Directors meeting starts at 10:30 AM prior to 
Petroleum Technology Luncheon. All are welcome to attend.

DEADLINES FOR NEWSLETTER ARTICLE SUBMISSION

Month
Published

1st Submission 
Call

Last Submission 
Call

No Submissions 
Accepted After

Newsletter 
Publish Date

June 2022 5/16 5/23 5/27 June 1

Sept 2022 8/15 8/22 8/29 Sept 1

Oct 2022 9/19 9/26 9/30 Oct 3
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Name Posi)on E-mail

Andrew López LASPE Chairperson 2020-2023  aslopez@burnsmcd.com

Open Vice Chairperson

Robert Schaaf Past Chair - Board Member rpschaaf@gmail.com

Francois Florence Treasurer - Board member through 2022 francois.florence@gmail.com
Vanessa Perez Secretary - Board member through 2022  perezv28@gmail.com

Ian Johnecheck Board member through 2022 IanJohnecheck@gmail.com
Ted Frankiewicz Board member through 2022 tcfrankiewicz@gmail.com 
Steve Cheung Board member 2021-2024

Commi/ee Chairs
Open Awards

Ted Frankiewicz Forum and Program Chair tcfrankiewicz@gmail.com 

JR Smoyer Golf Tournament Commi"ee Advisor jr.smoyer@raptorwireline.com

Sco" Hara 
Vanessa Perez

Community Outreach/STEM sco"hara@yahoo.com 
perezv28@gmail.com

Ian Johnecheck YP AcZviZes ianjohnecheck@gmail.com

Dr. Iraj Ershaghi PublicaZon Mentor ershaghi@usc.edu

Brian Tran Scholarship briantran01@yahoo.com

A.B. Gorashi Training goras9@aol.com

JR Smoyer Young Professional jr.smoyer@raptorwireline.com

Robert Schaaf NominaZons pro tem rpschaaf@gmail.com

Larry Gilpin Newsle"er & Website Editor / Publisher Larry@4thForge.com

Steve Shryock Student Chapter Liaison sgshryock@aol.com

Steve Cheung Membership Chair steveior@yahoo.com

Dr. Jalal Torabzadeh Student Chapter Advisor - CSULB jalal.torabzadeh@csulb.edu

Student Chapter President - CSULB beach.spe@gmail.com

Dr. Iraj Ershaghi Student Chapter Advisor – USC ershaghi@usc.edu

Nima Danshvarnejad Student Chapter President - USC uscspe@usc.edu 
nimadane@usc.edu

Simeon Eburi SPE Regional Director-North America simeon.eburi@chevron.com

SPE InternaZonal  Contact for SecZons secZons@SPE.org

2022 - 2023  LASPE OFFICERS, BOARD & CONTACTS
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