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Calendar of Events 
For latest information and details on SPE Germany events visit our website and/or our event page on Facebook.   

connect.spe.org/germany 

facebook.com/pg/SPEgermany/events 

  

Date Type Event Location 

Jul 2020 

20 - 22 
SPE Conference 

SPE/AAPG/SEG Virtual Unconventional Resources Technology 

Conference (URTeC) 
Digital 

Jul 2020 

27 - 31 
SPE Conference 

SPE Virtual Latin American and Caribbean Petroleum 

Engineering Conference 
Digital 

Aug 2020 

6 
SPE Conference Förderpreis-presentations WebSeminar Digital 

Sep 2020 

1 - 3 
SPE Workshop SPE Virtual Workshop: Mature Fields Digital 

Sep 2020 

3 
SPE Conference 

Enhancing field production prospects with smart inflow 

control design assisted reservoir management case example 
Digital 

Sep 2020 

10 

DGMK 

WebSeminar 
TBD Digital 

Sep 2020 

14 
SPE Conference SPE Norway Subsurface Conference Bergen, Norway 

Sep 2020 

15 - 17 
SPE Workshop 

SPE Virtual Workshop: Thriving in the Energy Transition 

Through Emissions Management 
Digital 

Sep 2020 

17 

SPE Distinguished 

Lecturer 
Seven Sins of the Classic Wellbore Stability Models Digital 

Sep 2020 

22 - 24 
Conference ENGenious Symposium & Exhibition for Upstream 

Aberdeen, Scotland, 

UK 

Oct 2020 

12 – 14 
SPE Conference SPE Annual Technical Conference and Exhibition Houston, Texas, USA 

Nov 2020 

4 - 5 
SPE Workshop Production Optimisation in Gas and Oil Assets 

The Hague, The 

Netherlands 

Nov 2020 

5 – 6 
GSSPE Congress Student Technical Congress 2020 Digital 

Nov 2020 

11 - 12 
SPE Conference 

SPE International Virtual Upstream Finance and Investments 

Conference 
Digital 

Dec 2020  

8 - 11 
SPE Conference 

SPE Europec featured at 82nd EAGE Conference and 

Exhibition 

Amsterdam,  

The Netherlands 

Mar 2020 

9 - 11 
SPE Conference  SPE/IADC International Drilling Conference and Exhibition Stavanger, Norway 

2021  

TBD 
GSSPE YP 

Beyond the Borders – a SPE YP initiative (From Easy Oil into 

the Digital Age) 
Hamburg, Germany 

http://connect.spe.org/germany
https://www.facebook.com/pg/SPEgermany/events
https://www.spe.org/events/en/2020/conference/19lacp/home.html
https://www.spe.org/events/en/2020/conference/19lacp/home.html
https://www.spe.org/events/en/2020/workshop/20ari2/mature-fields.html
https://www.spe.org/events/en/2020/workshop/21wa01/energy-transition-emissions-management.html
https://www.spe.org/events/en/2020/workshop/21wa01/energy-transition-emissions-management.html
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German Section SPE Chairman Letter 
 

Dear members of the German Section of Society of Petroleum Engineers, 

 

With the annual membership meeting held on June 26th, 2020, a new 

board has been elected and I look forward to leading our section through 

our next period. Prior to an outlook of our perspective and a quick 

introduction of the board, I would like to gratefully thank our previous 

chairman Tobias Backers for his endless motivation and continuous drive 

to lead the society through challenging times. In particular, the 

impressive content presented during the membership meeting 

demonstrated his engagement.  

The membership meeting was conducted online (with around 29 

attendees) and the election was done via both letters and online votes. 

Overall, this event demonstrated that virtual meetings allowed wider 

participation and thus provided even better means for the organizational 

duties (such as the election), but at the same time lacks the personal / 

social networking benefits of an in-person meeting.  

Now, with the appearance of Covid19 pandemic, the dual challenge of supplying sufficient but environmentally friendly 

energy and a general trend towards developing technologies for a sustainable energy mix, the German Section SPE needs 

to adopt its portfolio and widen its vision to provide technical education to our industry as well as emerging industries 

which benefits from our experience to move energy technology development forward. Of critical relevance will be the 

continuous interaction with our student chapters, who guide our upcoming professionals towards working in an exciting 

technological and socially relevant environment: The energy industry.  

With many of you who volunteer on contributing I am looking forward to this exciting role together with all our very 

engaged members. The main board will consist of: 

 

Stefan Wessling (Chairman) brings 17 years of professional experience in academia and the oilfield service industry. Prior 

to his current position, he was the Young Professionals Chairman and the Program chair.  

 

Erik Lehne (Program Chair) has 20 years of professional experience in academic research and the oil and gas industry 

working as petroleum geochemist in exploration and production. 

 

Edna Michelle Bisso Bi Mba (Treasurer), works as reservoir engineer in the petroleum engineering department of an 

independent natural gas and oil company. She served previously as German Section SPE Young Professionals Chair (2017 

– 2019) and Young Professionals Officer (since 2014). 

 

Sven Haberer (Membership Chair) has 20+ years’ experience in the oilfield service industry. He previously was GS-SPE 

webmaster. 

 

Matthias Meister (Secretary) retired after 36 years of engineering work for the oil field service industry, including 20 

years of service in the board for SPE Germany and 3 years as SPE Regional Director for SPE International. 



Too busy to be away from the office? Take yourself to greater depths right 
from your desktop with SPE Webinars and Online Education. Join our industry 
experts as they explore solutions to real problems and discuss trending topics. 

View a list of available webinars at webinars.spe.org.

Dig deeper without  
leaving your desk.

Connect, share with us on 

@SPE_Events 

#SPEWEBINARS
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A resume from recent WebSeminars 
Ingo Forstner, Stefan Wessling, SPE Germany

The corona-induced lockdown significantly increased 

the need for online meetings and WebSeminars to stay 

informed and to continue efficient collaboration within a 

challenging economic environment for the petroleum 

industry. Among others, SPE organized on-site events 

such as distinguished lectures and technical 

presentations had to be cancelled.  

As an alternative to these on-site events, the German 

Section SPE took the initiative to organize two recent 

WebSeminars, which we like to summarize in this article. 

Most import is to acknowledge our presenters, Dr. 

Thorsten Hinz and Hitesh Mohan to volunteer as a 

presenter. Both presenters made a joyful online event, 

which was well received by many attendees. If you feel 

enlightened by our summaries and like to receive the 

slide decks, feel free to send an email to 

stefan.wessling@bakerhughes.com.  

Whereas we do not consider online meetings and 

WebSeminars to replace on-site events, we see these 

digital initiatives to complement our portfolio of events. 

The WebSeminars included a presentation of 45 

minutes, with the option to raise questions via chat. The 

questions were communicated and discussed during 

Q&A sessions, and a few poll questions we also offered 

to keep the format interactive. We therefore continue to 

plan further online events and appreciate your 

attendance.  

Resilience of our industry towards natural disasters 
When the Distinguished Lecturers coming to Germany 

were assigned sometimes last year, Hitesh Mohan was 

amongst them. The INTEK VP’s topic for the season was 

something dark and far-away for the cautious and far-

ahead-thinking among us: What do we in our industry 

need to do to weather a natural disaster fairly 

unscathed. An interesting mind-exercise for something 

that is unlikely to happen in our oh-so-safe Germany 

where natural disaster are felt to be only possible on the 

TV-screen. 

Fast forward to March 2020 and Hitesh’s lecture, trip, 

and cold beer in Hannover got canceled due to a natural 

disaster called Covid-19. Lesson learned: disasters do 

happen, and there is little warning. 

Fortunately, we are all quite versed with video-

conferencing software by now (my personal resilience 

booster for this year’s pandemic) and Mr. Mohan agreed 

to present his topic anyhow as a WebSeminar on 5th 

June, just as originally planned. In his work, he advises 

various authorities globally with data-driven simulations 

about impact of natural disasters and how to mitigate 

their effect. 

Natural disasters consistently rank amongst the top 

three global risks, polled at the World Economic Forum, 

and the WebSeminar audience saw this similar, as this 

poll shows:

 

mailto:stefan.wessling@bakerhughes.com
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Hitesh explained that Resilience is a lot more than 

making things robust. It is also about redundancies 

(which reminded me of that spare webcam I needed just 

days into home office in March), it is about 

resourcefulness and it is about rapidity. And in money-

terms, resilience is a good investment. With 400…900% 

of investments saved for recovery. Natural disasters are 

often not monothematic, but have cascading effects. 

Earthquakes for example can cause floods and tsunamis. 

So things are more complex than they appear at first. 

When it comes to assessing infrastructure 

vulnerabilities, interconnectedness and indirect 

consequences need to be considered in a structured 

approach as this chart shows: 

Interconnectedness is especially true when it comes to 

different aspects of infrastructure, such as electricity, 

water, telecommunication, roads etc. If one fails, the 

petroleum system will be affected – and with time vice-

versa. 

Mr. Mohan shared the case study of Hurricane Harvey, 

where placing critical infrastructure such as generators 

above the flood line was essential, and coordination 

between private and public sectors was important. 

Nevertheless, even a month after the hurricane, 

operational refinery capacity was still significantly 

reduced. It was difficult getting back to normal and 

important to identify and care for critical personnel, such 

as supporting them with their flooded home, so they 

could help get the infrastructure working again quickly. 

Hitesh also discussed impact by earthquakes, where 

some effects can last a very long time, and the impact on 

society depends largely on the ability and speed to 

recover. And fuel plays a very vital role for this recovery. 

In the Fukushima earthquake for example, refineries 

were hard hit and shut down due to power loss, but also 

the distribution network and the ports got damaged, 

and coordination was inadequate. This caused fuel 

shortage in the east coast of Japan. In the aftermath, 

Japan initiated new national resilience efforts with the 

goal of not hardening, but recovery speed and limiting 

the loss. 

An earthquake simulation for San Francisco Bay 

illustrated that „the petroleum system“ of pipelines and 

just 4 refineries were quite isolated from neighboring 

markets and would cause loss of market supply between 

one and three weeks after an earthquake, also for 

secondary market. 

Measures both for industry and government were to be 

recommended:
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The presenter explained the (natural disaster and any 

other) preparedness cycle with the following 5 steps and 

we polled the audience on their own perception: 

 

This aligned well with other audiences‘ feedback: 

Apparently in our industry, we are good to plan for it, but 

later steps such as train and exercise are less followed. 

The best practices for resilience are not one-size-fits-all, 

the differ by sector and by cause of damage. They also 

need to be revisited from time to time with learnings 

applied from exercises or outside experiences. Re-

evaluation is king; making it a regular exercise, not a 

paper in a closet. Mitigation options include hardening, 

yes, but also communication strategies, backup power 

supply, critical staff identification for continuity of 

operations, and adequate supplies for restoration and 

re-evaluated supply chains (which should remind you of 

face masks and toilet paper these days). Natural 

disasters are inevitable. You don’t know if it will be a 

storm, a flood, or another disrupting global virus and 

when it will hit, but it will happen. Prepare for it. 

Outlook for Energy: A Perspective To 2040 
Just as the lockdown matured, a WebSeminar was held 

by Dr. Thorsten Hinz (ExxonMobil Production 

Deutschland GmbH) on ExxonMobil’s energy 

perspective to 2040. Of course, such long-term 

perspectives may change due to unforeseeable events 

and Corona is just a recent example. Therefore, a 

meeting in 10 years has already been scheduled 

between the WebSeminar organizers to review the 

perspective in retrospect (hoping that Outlook has a 

long-term strategy).  

The outcome of a poll early during the WebSeminar 

revealed that the majority of attendees believe an 

overall energy demand getting back to less after a short-

term drop due to the lockdown.

 

The WebSeminar contained an overview of worldwide 

energy demand and supply, with particular focus on the 

“DUAL CHALLENGE” our industry is facing. Whereas the 

demand for energy will continue to rise due to an 

increasing growth of middle-class population (an 

expected increase from 3 to 5.5 billion people by 2030), 

the need for climatically and environmental 

responsibility is of significant importance to the world. 

Worldwide utilization of energy demand is said to be 

impacted by policies, consumer preferences and 

technology, with the latter one contributing to the fuel 

mix of biomass, coal, oil, unconventional oil (deepwater, 

tight oil, oil sands), gas, unconventional gas, hydro-

energy, nuclear energy and other renewables. According 

to the perspective, the relative increase in energy mix 

from conventional fossil hydrocarbons is less compared 

to renewables and the rest. 

The trends in energy consumption vary by sector and 

region with the largest rise foreseen for electricity 

generation and commercial transportation. Energy 
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demand for residential/ commercial and light-duty 

transportation are expected to remain constant until 

2040 while electricity generation is the largest and 

fastest-growing sector. The relative demand on energy is 

expected to decrease for the United States, European 

and other OECD regions, whereas India, China and other 

non-OECD regions are expected to demand more energy 

in the future.  

After a comprehensive illustration of ExxonMobil’s 

expected energy demand until 2040 and the reasoning 

behind these expectations, an outlook on the expected 

supply for the energy mix was given. In alignment with 

the attendee’s believe that the strongest effects on the 

energy mix are given by politics and technology (see 

figure below), the presentation highlighted that lack in 

sufficient and continuous investment in oil and gas 

production will create a significant gap between supply 

and demand, and that gap will grow fast. 

Despite continuous utilization of fossil energy, energy-

related CO2 emissions are expected to peak before 2040, 

with significant declines in North America and Europe, 

and all sectors (residential, transportation, industrial and 

electricity generation) are more or less likewise 

contributing to restrain the CO2 emission growth. For 

the European Union, the CO2 emission from coal and 

liquids consumption are expected to decline by 2040 

(gas slightly increasing), due to a significant 

improvement in energy efficiency and moving to less 

carbon-intense fuels The possibility to this change was 

demonstrated by the United States as shown by a 

comparison of electricity generation between 2005 and 

2017. Whereas the United States were able to 

significantly replace coal consumption by gas, wind and 

solar energy, electricity generation in Germany was 

primarily switched from CO2-neutral nuclear to CO2-

neutral renewables production, plus a smaller shift from 

coal to gas. This resulted in a much smaller reduction in 

CO2 generation between 2005 and 2017 compared to 

the United States (see figures below). 

The review of various reports, policies, and technological 

developments comes to a disillusioned expection for the 

next 20 years, as shown in the following chart: From 

2017 to 2040 in essence despite various serious 

environmental programs, this will not be sufficient to 

achieve a change in CO2 emissions globally. The sizeable 

savings gained in switching to less CO2 intensive energy 

forms and in energy efficiency are eaten up by higher 
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living standards in the non-OECD countries and 

increasing demographics – mostly by the rapidly growing 

middle-class in the developing world. 

As stated before, technological breakthrough 

developments are considered key to address the societal 

need for the 2°C pathway, and a number of 

opportunities were presented. Examples are illustrated 

from the unconventional gas sector in which an increase 

in gas production could be achieved despite a four-fold 

reduction in drilling rigs. 

Factory drilling has advanced in these areas to a very 

efficient level.  Another example was presented from low 

emission transportation with advanced biofuels.  

In summary, some key takeaways from the WebSeminar 

include 

 Energy is fundamental for modern life 

 Global energy demand rises by 20 percent; 

market demand trends differ for OECD and non-

OECD 

 Global electricity demand rises 60 percent 

 Almost half of the world’s energy is dedicated 

to industrial activity 

 Commerce and trade drive transportation 

energy consumption up more than 25 percent 

 Global energy related CO2emissions peak, but 

remain above assessed 2°C scenarios 

 Oil and natural gas remain important energy 

sources and require significant investment 

We are looking forward to a review of the perspective 

in 10 years and hope everyone from this year joins us. 

 
 

 

Visit us on Social Media 

 

twitter.com/SPEgermany 

 

 

linkedin.com/company/SPEgermany 

 

 

facebook.com/SPEgermany 

 

  

https://twitter.com/SPEgermany
https://www.linkedin.com/company/SPEgermany
https://www.facebook.com/SPEgermany/
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Access to our vast collection of technical resources is  

 
that serves a growing worldwide membership in the E&P industry. SPE is a key  
resource for technical knowledge providing publications, events, training courses,  
and online resources.

To learn more and become a member, visit www.spe.org/join.

Join SPE. Stay relevant.
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Pandemic effects on Oil and Natural Gas 

Industry  

WebSeminar by Farid Huseynov (BP) 
Pasha Bayramli, Alexander Jüstel, Elias Khashfe, RWTH Aachen University 

 
The image shows Farid Huseynovs’ (top right corner) presentation and the participants of the WebSeminar including the 

moderators Pasha Bayramli and Elias Khashfe.

On May 27th, the SPE Student Chapter at RWTH Aachen 

University had the pleasure to welcome Farid Huseynov, 

drilling engineer in BP Azerbaijan, for his WebSeminar 

titled “Pandemic Effects on Oil and Gas Industry”. Farid 

has been working for BP in the Caspian Sea for over 6 

years and the Student Chapter is happy that he held the 

first presentation of a series this semester (see 

illustration 1).  

Farid started the talk with a chronological review of 

global events related to the COVID-19 pandemic and 

how these affected the global oil prices and actions of 

companies. 
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First positive cases offshore were recorded in early 

March leading to increased safety precautions and 

additional restrictions such as travel bans and prolonged 

working turns throughout the industry.  Staff working in 

onshore offices were put into quarantine if tested 

positive and home office was advised for the remaining 

work force. For the Caspian Region, several producers 

recorded an increased amount of cases on various 

production platforms across different fields such as the 

Chayandinsk oil field in Russia and the Tengiz oil field in 

Kazakhstan before restrictions took effect. 

 

Timeline of the events and their impact on the industry.

In addition to decreased oil demand as a result of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, a failed deal between OPEC and 

non-OPEC countries to cut down oil production by 1.5 

billion bbl/day led to an excess in oil as evident by loaded 

and idle floating tankers around the world. This initiated 

a global free fall of crude futures for May to below 

$0/bbl (WTI). By the end of April, governments started 

to lift “corona”-restrictions which led to a slight increase 

in demand and relieve tensions on oil prices. 

As a result of low global oil prices, the industry cut 

overall budgets for exploration or field developments up 

to 50%. Especially smaller operators in the US shale 

basins already had to file for bankruptcy. If low prices 

maintain, more operators will have to stop production 

and shut in their wells. However, many companies use 

these challenging times to restructure their business and 

to focus on alternative sources of energy.  

At the end of the talk, a Q&A session was opened and 

students had the opportunity to ask Farid any open 

questions regarding these matters. The SPE Student 

Chapter at RWTH Aachen University would like to thank 

Farid for providing the students with first-hand 

information with respect to current challenges within 

the global hydrocarbon industry and wishes him good 

luck for his future career.  
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“Fun with Drilling Engineering”  

Series of online lectures by Prof. Dr.-Ing. 

Matthias Reich 
Prof. Dr.-Ing. Matthias Reich, Technische Universität Bergakademie Freiberg 

 

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Matthias Reich during filming his online lectures 

Over the past few years graduates from school have 

shown significantly decreasing interest in engineering 

programs. Especially the courses of studies which are 

related to fossil fuels, i.e. coal, natural oil and gas suffer 

low enrollment numbers. The young generation seems 

to assume, that fossil fuels will be abolished very soon, 

and it is not worthwhile any more to study mining or 

petroleum engineering. 

This assumption however completely ignores the fact, 

that today still about three quarters of the worldwide 

energy consumption relies on coal, oil and gas. And this 

will not significantly change in the near future – despite 

all very welcome efforts to further develop renewable 

energies. 

Well educated Petroleum Engineers will therefore be 

required for several further decades to come. But this is 

a challenge, as most youngsters have no idea on how oil 

and gas fields are explored, developed and put in 

production and do not even consider the oil and gas 

industry for their professional career. 

This in mind the Drilling Engineering team at the 

Technical University Bergakademie Freiberg developed 

the idea to establish the YouTube channel “Spaß mit 

Tiefbohrtechnik”. Each week a new episode explains a 

specific topic around the process of drilling deep 

boreholes. The intention is to create interest and 

curiosity in the exciting world of Drilling Engineering. The 

team around Prof. Matthias Reich tries to present the 

episodes in an understandable but also entertaining 
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manner. Each episode includes a little experiment or 

demonstration and is watched by over 300 viewers. 

Due to the unexpected response an English channel “Fun 

with Drilling Engineering” was created, which has an 

increasing number of fans in the US and in Africa. 

The channels were originally targeted for pupils – but 

most of the 160 subscribers to date are managers from 

the oil and gas industry. The Fun with Drilling 

Engineering Team takes this as an indication, that the 

episodes must be “cool”. 

 

Event-Report – WebSeminar: Differential 

pressure-flow measurement and 

applications in the hydrocarbon industry 
Elias Khashfe, Alexander Magnus Jüstel, RWTH Aachen University 

 
The image shows Oliver Betz (Oliver_2 Betz), his presentation and the participants including the moderator Elias Khashfe (Humm). 

On June 23rd, the SPE Student Chapter at RWTH Aachen 

University had the pleasure to welcome Oliver Betz, 

company owner and managing director of the Systec 

Controls GmbH (Ill. 1). 

According to energy outlooks (e.g. World Energy Council, 

International Energy Council, BP, Royal Dutch Shell), it is 

foreseeable that gas will be the most important primary 

energy source. Therefore, this requires a highly efficient 

pipeline network, where each pressure drop must be 

captured precisely. In this sense, the SPE Student 

Chapter wanted to continue their WebSeminar series 

with the specialized technical topic: “Differential 

pressure-flow measurement and applications in the 

hydrocarbon industry””. Systec Controls is a medium-

sized company, focusing on Pipeline technologies with 

headquarter in Munich. It holds several patents, e.g. on 

flow measuring devices for pipelines or averaging pitot 

tubes. Systec Controls has international customers, e.g. 

Wintershall DEA or Gazprom. 
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Mr. Betz started his talk elaborating on the basics of 

measurement of pressure differences in pipelines. When 

measuring flow with differential pressure (dp)-sensors 

the pressure of the fluid is transformed into velocity. He 

proceeded to show us the most common types of dp-

elements, how they implement this fundamental law 

and their advantages and limits (ill. 2). Clearly, the tubes 

based on the Pitot-Principle have the most advantages. 

Mr. Betz further discussed the dp-flowmeters based on 

the Pitot tube, manufactured by Systec Controls. The 

main advantages of these dp-flowmeters are that they 

can cover nearly all applications with high pressure and 

high temperature. The Pitot tube can be applied in dirty 

and condensing environments., they are easy to install 

and have a very small pressure loss in combination with 

a good accuracy (0,5-5%). As a result, the pressure 

losses, which must be compensated by the pumps, are 

lower and thus considerable energy costs can be saved.

Comparison of the tubes with each other (taken from the presentation slides). 

The accuracy is not sufficient for all applications, which 

makes it one of their main disadvantages, especially for 

applying in custody transfer. Furthermore, the Pitot tube 

is an intrusive technology, which needs to be installed 

into the pipe and is not suitable for low viscous fluids, 

such as tar or crude oil. 

With these possibilities this tube finds application in e.g. 

transport of natural gas after well head (‘sour gas’) or 

international pipelines. It can also be used to monitor 

the pressure in underground storage systems (caverns) 

or in steam engines or even measuring fresh air or 

cooling water. 

At the end of the talk, a Q&A session was opened, and 

students had the opportunity to ask Mr. Betz any open 

questions. Mr. Betz stated that Systec Controls was one 

of the minor companies, where the crisis impacts less 

hard. It was able to increase its sales, for instance in the 

Asian market. In view of these good prospects, Systec 

Controls offers to supervise master’s theses or 

internship positions for engineers, e.g. in the field of 

ultrasonic sensor technology or topics in fluid 

mechanics. The topics include hardware or software 

development and modelling. 

The SPE Student Chapter at RWTH Aachen University 

would like to thank Mr. Betz for providing the students 

with first-hand information about the state of the art in 

the pipeline industry. 

Contact-E-Mail: ohbetz@systec-controls.de 

Link to the lecture slides: 

https://www.systec-controls.de/dp-hydro.pdf 

Link to Website: 

 https://www.systec-controls.de/home.html
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resource for technical knowledge providing publications, events, training courses,  

and online resources.

To learn more and become a member, visit www.spe.org/join.

Needed knowledge. Trusted source.
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Young Professionals WebSeminar  
by Dr. Christian Bücker  

“Die Zukunft in der Öl- und Gasindustrie für 
junge GeowissenschaftlerInnen“ 

Joschka Röth, RWTH Aachen University, Edna Michelle Bisso Bi Mba, Wintershall Dea 

 

On May 20th, 2020 the Young Professional Committee of 

the German Section SPE had the pleasure to host a 

WebSeminar tailored for geoscience students and young 

professionals. More than 40 participants from many 

different locations (even from Houston, Texas) attended 

the meeting. The event was originally scheduled as a 

young professional Lunch’n’Learn during the DGG 

(Deutsche Geophysikalische Gesellschaft) annual 

conference in Munich. However, the conference had to 

be cancelled due to the COVID-19 virus outbreak. 

Dr. Christian Bücker, vice-president DGG/ DVGeo 

(Deutsche Geophysikalische Gesellschaft/Dachverband 

Geowissenschaften), accepted our invitation to prepare 

a WebSeminar as a substitute and to share his insights 

on the topic “the future of young geoscientists in the oil 

& gas industry” online. Since the global economy and the 

energy market became more volatile in recent times, we 

found the topic very appropriate to the current situation. 

The shock of the pandemic aggravated the ongoing 

energy transition that is intensively shaping the industry 

since a few years and complicates market predictions 

and career perspectives even more. 

As a recently retired geophysicist, Dr. Bücker is looking 

back on an exciting career in science and academia and 

more than 20 years of experience in the industry. During 

his presentation Dr. Bücker highlighted the positive 

contribution that earth scientists (geophysicists, 

geologists and geographers) can make towards a 

sustainable future. Further, he underlined the 

importance of networking. 

Dr. Bücker started his presentation with an overview of 

the current statistics in academia and industry. 

Decreasing numbers of geoscience students in Germany 

are contrasting with the increasing complexity of current 

and upcoming challenges in the field of earth sciences. 

He discussed the increasing demand of geothermal 

applications and underground storage in the near future 

and underlined the large technological overlap with the 

oil and gas industry. Additionally, it became clear that 

topics like big data and automation are quickly 

integrating in the industry and advanced IT-skills could 

be very beneficial for young geoscientists. 
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Source: The Geological Society https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Posters 

In conclusion, geoscientists are “system-relevant” and 

their expertise and innovations will be still required in 

the future. However, resilience and adaptivity are the 

must-haves for young geoscientists for a successful 

career development. After the presentation, many 

participants used the opportunity to ask their individual 

questions to Dr. Bücker and the Q&A session became a 

vital extension of the online meeting.  

The Young Professional Committee of the German 

Section SPE would like to thank Dr. Christian Bücker for 

his informative presentation and his engagement 

throughout the preparation of the event. Special thanks 

go to Wintershall Dea for providing and hosting the 

online live session and to the DGG for their support and 

fantastic collaboration. 

  

https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Posters
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Geothermal News 
Valentin Goldberg, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology 

Eavor announces commercial Eavor-Loop Project in 

Bavaria 

After Calgary and Alberta, Munich will become the next 

location for the promising Eavor-Loop technology. The 

project will take place on Enex’s existing geothermal 

license in Geretsried and thus finalize the arrangement 

on which both companies have worked since January. 

Enex holds the license since 2004. Two drilled wells 

already enabled economic geothermal energy 

production. This existing reputation and the given 

infrastructure made the project in Geretsried the perfect 

candidate for Eavors first project in Germany. 

 
Image source: merkur.de 

The Eavor-Loop is the concept of a scalable, closed-loop 

geothermal system. The idea is to minimize exploration 

and thus financial risks and further to lower the 

environmental influence. The start of the construction is 

planned for early 2021 (Source: 

https://eavor.com/press-release/eavor-announces-

commercial-eavor-loop-project-be-built-geretsried-

germany). 

Baden- Wurttemberg supports geothermal 

Development 

The state Baden-Wurttemberg enforces the role of deep 

geothermal energy production as part of sustainable 

energy production. In a recent cabinet meeting of the 

state government, it was decided to improve the 

framework for the economic use of geothermal energy. 

The main aim of these measures is to counteract the 

resistance against geothermal energy and to inform 

about risks and opportunities.  

 
Image source: Jan Woitas 

Further, new technical and economical potentials will be 

evaluated and exploration concepts will be developed. 

As a direct action, a research proposal of the federal 

geothermal research center (LFZG) was accepted which 

is located at the Karlsruher Institute of Technology (KIT) 

(Source: https://www.baden-wuerttemberg.de/de 

/service/presse/pressemitteilung/pid/land-

unterstuetzt-den-ausbau-der-tiefen-geothermie/). 

https://eavor.com/press-release/eavor-announces-commercial-eavor-loop-project-be-built-geretsried-germany
https://eavor.com/press-release/eavor-announces-commercial-eavor-loop-project-be-built-geretsried-germany
https://eavor.com/press-release/eavor-announces-commercial-eavor-loop-project-be-built-geretsried-germany
https://www.baden-wuerttemberg.de/de/service/presse/pressemitteilung/pid/land-unterstuetzt-den-ausbau-der-tiefen-geothermie/
https://www.baden-wuerttemberg.de/de/service/presse/pressemitteilung/pid/land-unterstuetzt-den-ausbau-der-tiefen-geothermie/
https://www.baden-wuerttemberg.de/de/service/presse/pressemitteilung/pid/land-unterstuetzt-den-ausbau-der-tiefen-geothermie/
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Stay competitive. Improve prospects.  
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