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COUNCIL OF STATE SOCIAL STUDIES SPECIALISTS 
 
The Council of State Social Studies Specialists is an organization founded in 1965, 
with the primary goal of providing a vehicle for the exchange of ideas among the 
various states. Its members include the specialists, consultants, and supervisors 
who have responsibilities for social studies education in the various state 
departments of education/public instruction. The membership officially meets once 
a year just prior to the annual convention of the National Council for the Social 
Studies. Other meetings are planned and held as is feasible and desirable. In these 
meetings, a program is planned which attempts to familiarize the members with 
now developments and provides an opportunity for cooperative endeavors and 
coordination of The members have many common rules, responsibilities, and 
problems; yet each has a position that is somewhat unique. 
 
State social studies specialists occupy positions that require a variety of roles to 
strengthen instruction for school students. At times activities involve the 
specialists with local schools within the state; with the various bureaus, offices, 
and divisions of the state education department; with institutions of higher 
education within the state; with programs established by state and federal 
legislation; with professional organizations, and with public and private agencies 
outside of the state department of education. The various duties performed are 
summarized in the following sections relative to the roles and responsibilities of 
the state social studies specialists. 
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New Mexico State Department of Education 
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National Survey  
of  

State Requirements Course Offerings and 
Assessment in Social Studies 

 
 
 
This publication, National Survey of State Requirements, Course Offerings and 
Assessment in Social Studies, Kindergarten – Grade 12, is an annual revision of a May 
1976 survey conducted by Dr. Jeri M. Sutton and staff of the Social Studies Service, 
Virginia Department of Education. The Council of State Social Studies Specialists (CS4) 
commissioned an update of the survey which was published in 1986. The council's purpose 
was to develop a profile of social studies course offerings and requirements in grades K-
12 for the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The committee that compiled the 1986 
version included Dr. Thomas A. Elliot, Virginia Department of Education, and Mr. Paul G. 
Johnson, formerly with the Nebraska Department of Education. In 1988, Dr. Judith S. 
Wooster, formerly of the New York State Education Department, revised the profiles of 
course offerings, and included information about testing for each state and the District 
of Columbia. 
 
From 1989 to 1995, this publication was updated by Dr. Cordell M. Svengalis, Iowa 
Department of Education. From 1995 to 1997 this edition, it has been edited by Patricia 
Dye of Massachusetts and Lewis Huffman in Delaware.  As you can see it has been a few 
years since we have updated this information.  Since then John LeFeber has drug us 
kicking and screaming into the world of internet technology.  State requirements and 
course offerings has been gathered electronically for the first time in our organization’s 
history.  It is the hope of CS4 that the information contained in this publication will be 
of assistance to the many audiences interested in social studies education. If additional 
information is needed on state social studies programs, please call the state social 
studies contact directly. 
 
Marcie Taylor-Thoma 
President 2001-02 
Council of State Social Studies Specialists 
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Alabama          
Updated: 10/23/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       

 
Kindergarten—Citizenship: Living in My World 
Grade 1—History and Geography: Exploring 
My World 
Grade 2—Interdependence: Making a 
Difference in Our World 
Grade 3—The Land and Its People 
Grade 4—Alabama History and Geography 
Grade 5—United States Studies to 1900 
Grade 6—United States Studies Since 1900 
Grade 7—Citizenship, World Geography 
Grade 8—World History and Geography to 
1500 
Grade 9—World History and Geography  
Since 1500 
Grade 10—U.S. History and Geography: 
Beginnings to 1900 
Grade 11—U.S. History and Geography: 1900 
to the Present 
Grade 12—American Government, Principles 
of Economics 
 

DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
Grade 6—Stanford Achievement Test 
(mandated and in use 2002–2003)  
Grade 10—Alabama High School Graduation 
Exam: Social Studies* 
Grade 11—Alabama High School Graduation 
Exam: Social Studies*   
Grade 12—American Government, Principles 
of Economics 
* Scores count toward graduation for 
students graduating in 2004 and beyond. 

 

ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
 
In grades 3–8 the norm-referenced test 
(SAT-10) will be given (previously SAT-9).  
This test is purchased.  In grades 10–12 the 
Alabama High School Graduation Exam is 
developed by the state.  (In grade 10 for 
social studies, the exam is a "pregraduation 
exam."  If the students pass the test in the 
10th grade, they do not have to retest in the 
11th grade. 
 

CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    

 
In March 2003 a committee will begin a 
yearlong process to revise the social studies 
course of study. The completed document will 
be submitted to the state board of education 
in February 2004. 
 

 

KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       

 
Many social studies educators are very 
concerned about the lack of attention given 
to social studies in the state. In the 2001–
2002 school year, there were no social 
studies state assessments until grade 10. The 
message was clear to K–9 educators that 
social studies was not as important as other 
disciplines. Many schools have let social 
studies courses linger behind other courses. 
In addition, the lack of emphasis on state 
history within the curriculum has certainly 
raised concerns among educators with the 
revision of the course of study approaching. 
 



CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS     
 

A few secondary schools are applying for the 
Teaching American History grants.  Several 
secondary schools have already received 
these grants. 
 
A revival of Alabama History Day (National 
History Day) is beginning to take place.  
Hopefully this will ignite an interest in social 
studies at all grade levels. 

 CONTACT INFORMATION      
 

Lewis W. Graydon 
Alabama State Department of Education 

Gordon Persons Building, Room 3339  
50 North Ripley Street 

Montgomery, AL 36130-3901 
Phone: 334-242-8082 
Fax: 334-242-0482 

E-mail: lgraydon@alsde.edu  

mailto:lgraydon@alsde.edu
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Alaska        
Updated: 02/18/2003 

No information was available at the time of 
publication.

 
Social Studies Curriculum Specialist 
Alaska Department of Education and  

Early Development 
Division of Teaching and Learning Support 

801 West 10th Street, Suite 200 
Juneau, AK 99801-1894 
Phone: 907-465-8720 
Fax: 907-465-1686 

 
http://www.eed.state.ak.us/  

http://www.eed.state.ak.us/
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Arizona       
Updated: 02/18/2003 

No information was available at the time of 
publication.

 
Social Studies Curriculum Specialist 
Arizona Department of Education 

1535 West Jefferson Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Phone: 602-542-4361 
 

http://www.ade.state.az.us/  

 

ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPMENT BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
  

http://www.ade.state.az.us/
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Arkansas           
Updated: 09/25/2002 

  
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       

 
Grade Level K–4 
History and culture of Arkansas (one unit at 
each grade level with emphasis at grade 4), 
the nation, and the world (including foreign 
language experiences), geography, economics, 
and civic education. 
 
Grade Level 5–8 
History and culture of Arkansas (one unit at 
grades 5 and 6, with an emphasis at grade 5), 
the nation, and the world (including foreign 
language experiences), geography, economics, 
and civic education. 
 
Grade Level 9–12 
A minimum of four units of social studies 
must be offered in every program for grades 
9―12.  Three units of social studies are 
required for graduation.   
 
The following courses must be taught in 
grades 9–12: 

o one unit of American history  
each year with an emphasis on  
20th-century America 

o one unit of world history  
o one-half unit of civics/government  
o one-half unit of Arkansas history, if 

not taught in grades 7 or 8  
o any other courses approved by the 

department of education 
Comments: 
A social studies curriculum framework was 
designed in April 1994 by a committee of 21 
educators drawn from throughout Arkansas.  
The framework contained broad statements 
of what students should know and be able to 
do, organized by interdisciplinary strands and 

grade clusters (K–4, 5–8, 9–12).  The 
framework included six strands. 
 
In 1999 the social studies curriculum 
framework was revised. This was the first 
revision made to the document.  One major 
difference in the revised framework is the 
number of strands.  The revised framework 
contains five strands, instead of six.  The five 
strands include Time, Continuity, and Change; 
People, Places, and Environments; Production, 
Distribution, and Consumption; Power, 
Authority, and Governance; and Social 
Science Processes and Skill. 
 
Local school districts are required to align 
their social studies instruction and conduct 
curriculum alignment workshops that 
correspond with the revised social studies 
framework. 
 

DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 

 
Arkansas does not have an end-of-course 
social studies assessment.  The department 
of education has proposed an end of course 
social studies assessment in its five-year plan.  
Funding has not been made available for such 
an assessment. 
 
The SAT-9 is administered at grades 5,7, and 
10.  A section of this test assesses social 
studies content knowledge. 
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ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
 
Purchased 

 
The SAT-9 is a national test that is 
purchased. 
 

CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED     

 
In 1993 the standards for accreditation 
listed courses that could be taught as social 
studies electives. The new standards for 
accreditation (2000) do not list the courses. 
Therefore any course that is outside 
American history, world history, Arkansas 
history, and civics must be preapproved 
through a course approval process. A 
committee at the state department of 
education handles the course approvals. 
 
Act 326 of 1997 mandates the teaching of 
African American studies. A seven-member 
task force was selected to create a resource 
guide for K−12 classroom teachers. The 
resource guide is titled African and African-
American History: A Resource Guide for 
Arkansas Teachers and is available at 
http://arkedu.state.ar.us/africanamerican/ 
index.html. 
 

 

KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       

 
Social studies teachers are aligning their local 
curriculum with the revised (2000) social 
studies framework. 
 
The teaching of Arkansas history is being 
emphasized more than in the past. Act 787 of 
1997 requires schools to teach Arkansas 

history. This legislation also mandates that no 
person may be certified as a social studies 
teacher or an elementary school teacher 
unless such person has successfully completed 
at least three hours of college coursework in 
Arkansas history. Since the law was passed, 
teachers coming out of state colleges have 
shown a tremendous increase in their own 
knowledge and teaching skills in the field of 
Arkansas history. 
 
The use of technology in social studies 
classrooms is improving. Schools in the state 
still need to work on incorporating technology 
into social studies classrooms. 
 

CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS     
 

o The Arkansas history framework was 
recently revised.  The old framework 
consisted of six strands.  The new 
Arkansas history framework consists of 
the same five strands used in the revised 
K–12 social studies framework.  The 
revised Arkansas history framework will 
be posted on the department of 
education's web site in November 2002. 
 

o Social Studies benchmarks have been 
developed for grades K―8.  The revised 
social studies framework is written in 
grade clusters (K―4, 5―8, 9―12).  Since 
the framework is written in grade 
clusters, the wording is written in broad 
terms.  Student learning expectations 
define what students must demonstrate 
proficiently by the end of the grade 
cluster.  The benchmarks that have been 
created are grade-specific.  They state 
what a first grader can and should be able 
to achieve.  The benchmarks include 
sample activities for each benchmark.  
The activities are not mandated, but they 
can offer assistance to teachers and 
curriculum coordinators.  The social 
studies benchmarks will be added to the 

http://arkedu.state.ar.us/africanamerican/
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department of education’s web site in 
November 2002. 
 

o A list of social studies resources and 
state and national organizations has been 
added to the department of education’s 
web site.  This list of "links" provides 
teachers and administrators with 
immediate access to primary and 
secondary sources, lesson plans, national 
standards, and state resources.  The list 
of curriculum links can be found at 
http://arkedu.state.ar.us/curriculum/help
ful_link. 
 

o Course descriptions are being developed 
for the social studies courses that have 
been approved by the department of 
education. 
 

o Course goals for civics will be developed 
by a committee of classroom teachers  
in 2003. 
 

GENERAL COMMENTS       
 
The revised K―12 social studies curriculum 
framework, revised K―12 Arkansas history 
framework, K―8 social studies benchmarks 
and sample activities, the African-American 

resource guide, and future social studies 
documents and resources can be found at 
http://arkedu.state.ar.us/curriculum/ 
frameworks.html. 
 
 
The Arkansas Council for Social Studies 
(ACSS) List Serve is available to Arkansas 
teachers, historians, museum curators, 
education coordinators, and other individuals 
interested in the advancement of social 
studies education.  The ACSS List Serve can 
be found at 
http://list.k12.ar.us/mailman/listinfo/acss. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION      

 
Steven Weber 

Social Studies Specialist (K–12) 
Academic Standards and Assessment 
Arkansas Department of Education 

No. 4 Capitol Mall, Room 105-A 
Little Rock, AR 72201 
Phone: 501-682-5303 
Fax: 501-682-4886 

E-mail: sweber@arkedu.k12.ar.us 
 

http://arkedu.state.ar.us 

http://arkedu.state.ar.us/curriculum/help
http://arkedu.state.ar.us/curriculum/
http://list.k12.ar.us/mailman/listinfo/acss
http://arkedu.state.ar.us
mailto:sweber@arkedu.k12.ar.us
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California          
Updated: 11/07/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       

 
Kindergarten—Learning and Working Now and 
Long Ago 
Grade 1 - Child's Place in Time and Space 
Grade 2 - People Who Make a Difference 
Grade 3 - Continuity and Change, Local 

History and Geography 
Grade 4 - California History and Geography 
Grade 5 - U.S. History and Geography: Making 

a New Nation 
Grade 6 - World History and Geography:  
   Ancient Civilizations 
Grade 7 - World History and Geography:  
   Medieval and Early Modern Times  
Grade 8 - U.S. History and Geography:  
   Growth and Conflict  
Grade 9 - Elective Year. (Schools choose  
   course(s) to be offered.) 
Grade 10 - Modern World History, Culture  
   and Geography 
Grade 11 - Twentieth-Century U.S. History  

and Geography 
Grade 12 - Principles of American Democracy  

(1 semester); Economics (1 
semester) 

 
Comments: 
All courses are full-year courses except for 
the 12th grade, as indicated.  Each course has 
grade-level state standards for content and 
skills adopted by the state board of 
education. 
 

DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 

 
Grade 8 – 75 item California standards test 
based on the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade 

standards.  Will be administered for the first 
time in 2003. (M, D) 
Grade 10 – 60 item California standards test 
based on the 10th-grade standards. (U, M) 
 
Grade 11 – 60 item California standards test 
based on the 11th-grade standards. (U, M) 
 
Optional Golden State examinations to qualify 
for an honors diploma are given in 11th and 
12th grades in modern U.S. history, 
government/civics, and economics, based on 
the state standards for 11th and 12th grades. 
(U, A) 
 
Comments 
All California standards tests are multiple-
choice tests based on the standards for the 
courses outlined above.  The Golden State 
examinations are combined multiple-choice 
and essay tests, also based on the standards 
for the courses and/or grades indicated. 
 

ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
 
Developed by state 

 
Assessments are developed under strict state 
specifications by outside contractors, with 
the test products subject to state approval. 
 

CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED     

 
Instructional resources, curriculum materials, 
and assessments are being aligned with the 
state standards. Test scores are used to 
calculate the academic performance index 
that evaluates the schools and makes them 
eligible for rewards or sanctions. 
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PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS       
 

History-Social Science Framework for 
California Public Schools. 2001 Updated 
Edition with Content Standards.  (Available 
from CDE Press, 800-995-4099.) 
 
Other material may be periodically available 
from the CDE Press.  Check the online catalog 
at http://ww.cde.ca.gov/cdepress. 

 

KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       

 
The key issues are adapting school and 
classroom practice to the requirements of 
the standards assessment–accountability 
reforms and focusing on improvements in 
student achievement. Other issues are finding 
and acquiring financial resources to provide 
sufficient assistance so students can meet 
the state standards in an educational 
environment characterized by extraordinary 
cultural and linguistic diversity. 
 

CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS      
 

Online history-social science course models 
provide standards-aligned lessons in grades  
K–12 as well as opportunities for teachers to 

exchange information and share knowledge.  
Visit http://www.history.ctaponline.org.  

 

GENERAL COMMENTS       
 
Much information about California's state 
standards, curricula, assessments, 
instructional resources, useful links, and 
other matters is most easily available on the 
state department's website at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov or the history-social 
science-specific part of the site at  
http://www.cde.ca.gov/statetests/history.  
 

CONTACT INFORMATION      
 

John Burns 
History-Social Science Consultant 

Standards and Assessment 
California Department of Education 

1430 N Street, Suite 5408 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Phone: 916-319-0350 
Fax: 916-319-0968 

E-mail: jburns@cde.ca.gov 
 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/statetests/history 
 

http://ww.cde.ca.gov/cdepress
http://www.history.ctaponline.org
http://www.cde.ca.gov
http://www.cde.ca.gov/statetests/history
http://www.cde.ca.gov/statetests/history
mailto:jburns@cde.ca.gov
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Colorado          
Updated: 02/18/2003 

No information was available at the time of 
publication.

 

Social Studies Curriculum Specialist 
Colorado Department of Education 

Office of Educational Services 
201 East Colfax Avenue 

Denver , CO 80203 
 

Phone: 303-866-6762 
Fax: 303-866-6735 

http://www.cde.state.co.us  
 

http://www.cde.state.co.us
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Connecticut          
Updated: 12/13/2002 

  
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       

 
“In the public schools a program of 
instruction offered shall include at least the 
following subject matter...social studies, 
including but not limited to, citizenship, 
economics, geography, government and 
history...and that such program of instruction 
shall be offered in a planned, ongoing and 
systematic manner.” 
 
Three years of social studies are required for 
high school graduation.  Most schools require 
one year of United States history.  All 
schools must provide and students must pass 
one-half credit in civics in order to graduate 
from high school. 
 
Comments: 
Each school district designs its own social 
studies curriculum according to the 
requirements embedded in state statute as 
described above.  The Social Studies 
Framework is used to assist schools in 
developing their own curriculum. 
 

DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 

 
L—Local decision for testing in social studies 
prevails.  
UMS—The Connecticut Academic 
Performance Test (CAPT) is mandated and 
given in the spring of each school year. 
 
Comments: 
CAPT is not really a social studies test.  It is 
a reading and writing test.  Although the test 
uses a current issue approach, it is scored for 
reading and writing and not for social studies 

content. Connecticut participated in the 
Comprehensive Social Studies Assessment 
Project.  Local districts can use the items to 
design their own district and/or classroom 
assessments. 
 

ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
 
Developed by the state 

 
The Grade 10 Connecticut Academic 
Performance Test is developed by a testing 
company under contract.  The state has a 
committee that approves the items to be 
piloted as well as the anchor papers for 
scoring purposes. 
 
 

CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED     

 
A new civics requirement for high school 
graduation goes into effect for the class of 
2004; all students must earn one-half credit 
in civics/government. 
 

PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 
Social studies publications are available on 
the education department's home page.  
Selected publications can be viewed or 
downloaded at  
http://www.state.ct.us/sde/dtl/curriculum/ 
currsocs.htm. 

http://www.state.ct.us/sde/dtl/curriculum/


Council of State Social Studies (CS4) Consultants  
National Survey of State Requirements, Course Offerings and Assessment in Social Studies 12 

 

KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       
 
Issues facing Connecticut social studies are 
the continued decline in elementary social 
studies, the lack of high-stakes social studies 
assessment and the resultant declining 
curriculum focus, and the dramatic decline in 
funding for professional development in social 
studies.  
 

CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS     
 

Social studies curriculum frameworks are 
being revised.  The new frameworks will be 
available in 2003. 
 
An ongoing resource website for social 
studies assessment has sample activity 
descriptions and rubrics with student work.  
It can be visited at ctcurriculum.org. 
 
Recent legislation encouraging international 
study and exchange has spawned increased 
interest in developing social studies programs 
with international components.  The 
department has received one Fulbright-Ha 
Group Projects Abroad grant, and there are 
plans to do more.  Information on the 
Fulbright is posted on the department’s 

website at 
http://www.state.ct.us/sde/dtl/curriculum/ 
currsocs.htm. 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS       
 
Curriculum decisions are made at the local 
level in Connecticut. Connecticut does not 
have a state-mandated curriculum.  For 
subject areas where there is a high-stakes 
assessment, there is a movement toward 
consistency in content and instruction.  Social 
studies is not tested so it is difficult to make 
assumptions about Connecticut's social 
studies program of instruction. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION      
 

Daniel Gregg 
Social Studies Consultant 

Connecticut State Department of Education 
Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction 

165 Capitol Avenue, Room 215 
Hartford , CT 06106 
Phone: 860-713-6744 
Fax: 860-713-8017 

E-mail: Dan.Gregg@po.state.ct.us 
 

http://www.state.ct.us/sde/

 

http://www.state.ct.us/sde/dtl/curriculum/
http://www.state.ct.us/sde/
mailto:Gregg@po.state.ct.us
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Delaware          
Updated: 09/23/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       

 
Social studies instructional programs and 
course offerings in the public schools in 
Delaware must be aligned with the social 
studies curriculum framework.  Local school 
districts and charter schools must provide 
instructional programs in social studies for 
grades K–12.  All public school students in 
grades K–8 must be enrolled in a social 
studies program, and high school students in 
grades 9–12 must complete three credits in 
social studies to graduate from high school.  
All social studies programs and courses are 
based on the following standards. 
 

CIVICS 
Standard One: Students will examine the 
structure and purposes of governments with 
specific emphasis on constitutional 
democracy. Standard Two: Students will 
understand the principles and ideals 
underlying the American political system. 
Standard Three: Students will understand 
the responsibilities, rights, and privileges of 
United States citizens. Standard Four:  
Students will develop and employ the civic 
skills necessary for effective, participatory 
citizenship. 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
Standard One: Students will develop a 
personal geographic framework, or "mental 
map," and understand the uses of maps and 
other geographics. Standard Two: Students 
will develop knowledge of the ways that 
humans modify and respond to the natural 
environment. Standard Three: Students will 
develop an understanding of the diversity of 
human culture and the unique nature of 
places. Standard Four: Students will develop 
an understanding of the character and use of 

regions and the connections between and 
among them. 
 

ECONOMICS 
Standard One: Students will analyze the 
potential costs and benefits of personal 
economic choices in a market economy. 
Standard Two: Students will examine  
the interaction of individuals, families, 
communities, businesses, and governments in a 
market economy. Standard Three: Students 
will understand different types of economic 
systems and how they change. Standard Four:  
Students will examine the patterns and 
results of international trade. 
 

HISTORY 
Standard One: Students will employ 
chronological concepts in analyzing historical 
phenomena. Standard Two: Students will 
gather, examine, and analyze historical data. 
Standard Three: Students will interpret 
historical data. Standard Four: Students will 
develop historical knowledge of major events 
and phenomena in world, United States, and 
Delaware history. 
 

Comments: 
The curriculum framework rests on the 
foundation of four core disciplines of the 
social studies: civics, economics, geography, 
and history.  Each discipline offers a distinct 
strategy for examining the world and provides 
students with specific intellectual and 
conceptual tools for analyzing causes and 
consequences.  The state believes that  
these disciplines are the essential focus  
for citizenship education and that their 
importance should not be diminished.  
(Adapted from the introduction to the  
Social Studies Content Standards) 
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DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN  
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 

 
Testing the four core areas of social studies 
(civics, economics, geography, and history) 
began in 2000.  The four core areas are 
tested in grades 8 and 11 in May of each year.  
The four core areas are tested in grades 4 
and 6 in October of each year. (These tests 
measure the standards for grades K―3 and  
4―5.) 
 
The tests are mandated and are secure.  The 
test scores of all four grades are part of 
school accountability for 2003.  The Grade 11 
test score will be part of an index that 
determines the type of diploma the student 
receives beginning with the test of 2005 for 
the graduating class of 2006.  In 2006 the 
social studies score will be weighted equally 
with the other four disciplines; reading, 
writing, math, and science. 
 

ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
 
Developed by the state 

 
A test development committee of Delaware 
educators writes the items for Delaware.  
These items go through review and editing 
processes in Delaware and the testing 
company the state uses. 

 

CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    
  
Several models of scope and sequence have 
been developed for grades 9―11 to help 
teachers incorporate the four social studies 
disciplines into the high school curriculum. 
Summer institutes help K―5 teachers learn 
how to integrate social studies with other 
subject areas. 
 
No changes have occurred in the assessment. 
 

PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS       
 

• Social Studies Curriculum Framework, 
Vol. I—Content Standards Social 
Studies Curriculum Framework, Vol. 
II—Performance Models 

• Social Studies Standards, End of 
Cluster Benchmarks, and Performance 
Indicators—Grades K–5 

• Social Studies Standards, End of 
Cluster Benchmarks, and Performance 
Indicators—Grades 6–8 

• Social Studies Standards, End of 
Cluster Benchmarks, and Performance 
Indicators—Grades 9–12 

• Two released items documents are 
online: 

o Grades 8 and 11  2002 
o Grades 4 and 6  2002 

• The Social Studies Curriculum 
Framework, Vol. I, and the K–5, 6–8, 
and 9–12 standards documents will be 
reprinted in 2003 as one document. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION      
 

Lewis Huffman 
Education Associate, Social Studies 

Curriculum and Instruction 
Delaware Department of Education 

Townsend Building 
PO Box 1402 

Dover, DE 19901 
Phone: 302-739-4885 
Fax: 302-739-3744 

E-mail: lhuffman@doe.k12.de.us 
 

http://www.doe.state.de.us/ 

 
 
 

Joann Prewitt 
Education Associate, Social Studies 

Assessment 
Assessment and Analysis 

Phone: 302-739-6700 
Fax: 302-739-3092 

E-mail: prewitt@doe.k12.de.us 
 

http://www.doe.state.de.us/
mailto:lhuffman@doe.k12.de.us
mailto:prewitt@doe.k12.de.us
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 Florida           
Updated: 10/25/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       

 
Florida Department of Education 
Course Descriptions for Basic Education  
Social Studies  
 
Middle/Junior High Grades 6 to 8  
http://www.firn.edu/doe/curriculum/crscode
/basic612/sost68.htm 
 
Senior High and Adult Grades 9 to 12 
http://www.firn.edu/doe/curriculum/crscode
/basic612/sost912.htm 
 
 

DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 

 
At this time Florida does not have state 
social studies assessments. 

 

KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       

 
The lack of state social studies assessments 
is impacting social studies education. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION      
 

Rafael Ricardo 
Social Studies Curriculum Specialist 

Florida Department of Education 
Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment 

325 West Gaines Street, Suite 444 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0400 

Phone: 850-487-8821 
Fax: 850-922-0028 

E-mail: Ralph.Ricardo@fldoe.org  
 

http://www.firn.edu/doe 

http://www.firn.edu/doe/curriculum/crscode
http://www.firn.edu/doe/curriculum/crscode
http://www.firn.edu/doe
mailto:Ricardo@fldoe.org
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Georgia            
Updated: 12/11/2002 

  
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       

 
Kindergarten: Myself, My Family, My World 
The focus of the kindergarten program is on 
the student and the student's interaction 
with family, peer group, school, and 
community. The study includes the importance 
of rules, existence of needs and wants, and 
introduction of national symbols and holidays. 
The content standards listed at this level 
were developed sequentially for a school year. 
The numbers located at the right of each 
content standard represent sequence. This 
arrangement addresses the developmental 
appropriateness with which content should be 
introduced and taught for effective student 
understanding and mastery at this level. 
Social studies skills were developed at this 
level that should be integrated with the 
content to strengthen the instructional 
program.  
 
Grade 1 - Families and Cultures of North 
America 
The focus of the first-grade program is the 
study of North American families with a 
special emphasis on the United States.  
Other themes include wants and needs, 
transportation and communication, rules, 
citizenship responsibilities, and national 
symbols. The content standards listed at this 
level were developed sequentially for a school 
year. The numbers located at the right of each 
content standard represent sequence. This 
arrangement addresses the developmental 
appropriateness with which content should be 
introduced and taught for effective student 
understanding and mastery at this level. Social 
studies skills were developed at this level that 
should be integrated with the content to 
strengthen the instructional program.  

Grade 2 - Cultures and Customs Now  
and Then 
This course is designed to examine the 
interaction of people with their geographic 
environments. Themes include the impact of 
climate and natural resources on how people 
meet their basic needs and wants. The 
following groups are studied: Plains and 
Eastern Woodlands American Indians, Early 
American Settlers, and Modern Day Residents 
of Australia and Japan. Other topics include 
flag etiquette and beginning economic 
concepts such as producers and consumers. 
The content standards listed at this level 
were developed sequentially for a school year. 
The numbers located at the right of each 
content standard represent sequence. This 
arrangement addresses the developmental 
appropriateness with which content should be 
introduced and taught for effective student 
understanding and mastery at this level. 
Social studies skills were developed at this 
level that should be integrated with content 
to strengthen the instructional program.  
 
Grade 3 - Communities 
Third graders study communities—rural, 
urban, suburban, mountain, desert, and 
coastal. The origin and development of the 
local community is a major component of this 
study. Organizing themes include geography, 
economic development, technological changes, 
and the rights and responsibilities of 
citizenship. Pertinent objectives about 
Georgia have been integrated as appropriate. 
The content standards listed at this level 
were developed sequentially for a school year. 
The numbers located at the right of each 
content standard represent sequence. This 
arrangement addresses the developmental 
appropriateness with which content should be 
introduced and taught for effective student 
understanding and mastery at this level. 
Social studies skills were developed at this 
level that should be integrated with the 
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content to strengthen the instructional 
program.  
 
Grade 4 - The Early Development of the United 
States 
This course begins with an overview of 
comparative regions of the United States. The 
major focus then shifts to an investigation of 
the geographic, historical, economic, civic, and 
cultural development of the early United 
States. A historical chronology of the growth 
of America serves as the organizing theme of 
this study. Rights and responsibilities of 
citizens are emphasized. Georgia history is 
integrated within the units during appropriate 
sequencing of events. The unit Civil War and 
Reconstruction may be included in this study 
but is not required. Local districts have been 
given the flexibility to teach Civil War and 
Reconstruction standards in fourth or fifth 
grades. The content standards listed at this 
level were developed sequentially for a school 
year. The numbers located at the right of each 
content standard represent sequence. This 
arrangement addresses the developmental 
appropriateness with which content should be 
introduced and taught for effective student 
understanding and mastery at this level. Social 
studies skills were developed at this level that 
should be integrated with the content to 
strengthen the instructional program.  
 
Grade 5 - The United States through  
Modern Times 
The fifth grade continues the study of the 
development of the United States. The new 
curriculum incorporates the geographic, 
historical, economic, civic, and cultural 
development of the United States through 
modern times. Georgia history, as it pertains to 
the development of the United States, should 
be integrated throughout fifth grade studies. 
The Civil War and Reconstruction standards 
must be included in this study if they were not 
presented at the fourth-grade level. Local 
districts have been given the flexibility to 

teach these standards in fourth or fifth 
grades. The content standards listed at this 
level were developed sequentially for a school 
year. The numbers located at the right of each 
content standard represent sequence. This 
arrangement addresses the developmental 
appropriateness with which content should be 
introduced and taught for effective student 
understanding and mastery at this level. Social 
studies skills were developed at this level that 
should be integrated with the content to 
strengthen the instructional program.  
 

©1999–2002 Georgia Department of 
Education. All Rights Reserved. 

 
Quality Core Curriculum 6―8 
In the revised 6―8 social studies curriculum, 
emphasis in the sixth and seventh grades is 
placed on the cultural and geographic study of 
selected regions. In the eighth grade 
students will study the geography and history 
and state and local governments.  
 
Regions of study for sixth-grade study are 
the Americas, Europe (including Russia), and 
Oceania. Regions of study for seventh-grade 
study are Asia, Africa, and the Middle East.  
 
45.01 SOCIAL SCIENCE, SECONDARY, 
GENERAL (grades 9―12) 

45.01100 Comparative Religions 
45.01200 Current Issues 
45.01300 Technology and Society 
45.01310 International Baccalaureate 
Information Technology in a Global 
Society 
45.01400 The Humanities/Social Studies 
45.01500 Psychology  
45.01600 Advanced Placement Psychology  
45.01700 International Baccalaureate 
Psychology  

45.02 ANTHROPOLOGY (Grades 9―12)  
CP T/CP21 

45.02100 Anthropology  
 



Council of State Social Studies (CS4) Consultants  
National Survey of State Requirements, Course Offerings and Assessment in Social Studies 19 

45.03 SOCIOLOGY (Grades 9―12) 
45.03100 Sociology  
45.03200 Ethnic Studies  

45.05 POLITICAL SCIENCE AND 
GOVERNMENT (Grades 9―12) 

45.05110 Civics/Citizenship  
45.05200 Advanced Placement 
Government/Politics: United States  
45.05300 Advanced Placement 
Government/Politics: Comparative  
45.05500 Constitutional Theory  
45.05600 The Individual and the Law  
45.05700 American Government  
*Students may take 45.05110 or 
45.05700 for the required course; 
45.05110 is designed for ninth and  
tenth grades; 45.05700 for eleventh  
and twelfth grades.  
45.05800 Ethics and the Law  
45.05900 Peer Leadership I   

45.06 ECONOMICS (Grades 9―12)  
45.06100 Economics/Business/Free 
Enterprise   
45.06200 Advanced Placement 
Macroeconomics   
45.06300 Advanced Placement 
Microeconomics   
45.06400 Comparative Political/Economic 
Systems   
45.06500 International Baccalaureate 
Economics   

45.07 GEOGRAPHY (Grades 9―12)  
45.07110 World Geography  
45.07200 Asian Studies   
45.07300 Latin American Studies   
45.07400 Middle Eastern Studies   
45.07500 Sub-Saharan Studies   
45.07600 Local Area Studies/Geography   
45.07700 Advanced Placement Human 
Geography   
45.07800 International Baccalaureate 
Geography I   

45.08 HISTORY (Grades 9―12)  
45.08100 United States History  
45.08120 U.S. History in Film   

45.08200 Advanced Placement United 
States History  
45.08300 World History  
45.08110 Advanced Placement World 
History   
45.08400 Advanced Placement European 
History  
45.08500 Georgia History  
45.08600 Local Area Studies/History   
45.08700 International Baccalaureate 
History of the CP T/CP 22 Americas   
45.08800 International Baccalaureate 
Twentieth-Century History   
45.08900 Modern U.S. Military History, 
19l8–present   

45.09 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
(Grades 9―12)  

45.09100 United States and World 
Affairs   
45.09200 World Area Studies   
45.09300 International Baccalaureate 
Internship  
45.09400 International Baccalaureate 
Theory of Knowledge 

Comments: 
Requirements for graduation for college prep 
include: one unit of world history, one unit of 
U.S. history, one-half unit of economics, and 
one-half unit of government/civics. 
Requirements for graduation for career 
technology include: one unit of world studies 
or world history, one unit of U.S. history, one-
half unit of economics, and one-half unit of 
government/civics. 
 

DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 

 
Grades 3―8 CRCT tests in social studies 
Grade 9―12: 
Georgia high school graduation test 
End-of-course tests in economics,  
U.S. history 
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ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
Purchased 

 
The RET division contracts out the 
development of the test so the test is 
specific and aligned with the quality core 
curriculum objectives for Georgia. 
 

CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    

 
Georgia is revising the quality core curriculum 
for all content areas. Social studies is 
undergoing an in-depth revision to be ready 
for textbook adoption. 
 
Georgia’s Content Standards 
Georgia educators are developing broad-
based content standards that will guide what 
students should know and be able to do from 
pre-kindergarten through the second year of 
postsecondary studies in language arts, 
mathematics, science, and social studies.  
Subsequent to the development of the broad-
based content standards, Georgia’s quality 
core curriculum (QCC) standards in language 
arts, mathematics, science, and social studies 
will be revised.  The following paragraphs 
explain the history of the QCC, the factors 
that have precipitated its revision, and the 
plan and timeline for its revision. 
 
Development and Previous Revisions 
In 1985 the passage of the Quality Basic 
Education Act (QBE) in Georgia mandated the 
creation of a state curriculum guide, the 
quality core curriculum, as well as the 
establishment of 76 student competencies.  
In 1995 the establishment of a state school 
improvement panel brought about a wholesale 
revision of the QCC, which was completed in 
1997 and implemented in 1998.  The decision 

was made at that point to align future 
revisions of the QCC to precede the textbook 
adoption process for each specific content 
area. A six-year cycle was established to 
accomplish this rotation.  Since 1997 both 
mathematics and science QCC standards have 
been revised. Mathematics QCC standards 
were revised during summer 1999, January 
2000, and July 2000.  The state board 
approved these changes in December 2000. 
Science QCC standards were revised during 
summer 1999 and summer 2000.  However, 
the revisions to the science QCC standards 
have not been presented to the state board 
of education for approval. 
 
Recent Factors Impacting the QCC 
Three important factors provided the 
impetus for revising Georgia’s quality core 
curriculum. 
 

• In September 2000 the state board 
of education called for an independent 
audit of the QCC.  That audit was 
conducted in September 2001 by a 
team from Phi Delta Kappa.  The audit 
report, received by the state board in 
December 2001, indicated several 
areas in which the QCC could be made 
stronger and become more effective 
in guiding instruction for teachers in 
Georgia.  Among other findings, the 
audit cited the lack of rigor and 
clarity in QCC standards.  Further it 
reported gaps and redundancies in the 
standards in some content areas.  The 
curriculum division of the state 
department of education developed a 
plan for the revision of the QCC 
based on two phases of development. 
The first phase involved research and 
data analysis; the second phase 
involved revision of grade-level and 
course curriculum standards.  This 
plan was presented to the state board 
in March 2002. 
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• In February 2002 the education 
coordinating council cited the need to 
improve student performance in the 
area of mathematics. The board of 
regents agreed to lead such an 
initiative and began work on a National 
Science Foundation grant application 
(PRISM) focusing on both 
mathematics and science instruction 
that included revision of the QCC in 
these content areas. The PRISM 
grant called for two phases of 
standards revision.  The first phase 
involved the development of broad-
based content standards at 
intermittent grade levels; the second 
phase focused on the revision of 
specific grade-level and course 
curriculum standards. 

• In January 2001 the No Child Left 
Behind Act was passed.  This 
legislation called for challenging 
academic content standards that 
would be applied to all children in the 
state.  These standards were to: 
 specify what children are 

expected to know and be able  
to do; 

 contain coherent and rigorous 
content; and 

 encourage the teaching of 
advanced skills. 

This P―14 standards development and 
curriculum revision process involves the 
department of education, board of regents, 
department of technical and adult education, 
office of school readiness, and professional 
standards commission.  In June 2002 the 
state board contracted with the professional 
standards commission for the services of Dr. 
Pam Adamson to coordinate the efforts of 
these state agencies to revise Georgia’s QCC.  
Dr. Judy Monsaas from the board of regents 
is working with Dr. Adamson to make this a 
seamless P―14 process. 
 

The Revision Process 
A curriculum revision leadership team, 
composed of representatives of the state 
board of education, the department of 
education, the board of regents, the 
department of technical and adult education, 
the office of school readiness, the Georgia 
Public Policy Foundation, the Southern 
Regional Education Board, the Georgia 
Association of Curriculum and Instructional 
Supervision, the office of planning and 
budget, and local school systems, guides the 
revision process.   
 
Phase I of the curriculum revision process, 
which will occur during fall 2002, will focus on 
three tasks: 

• The development of broad-based 
content standards for levels K, 3, 5, 8, 
12, and 14.  These content standards 
will provide the framework for 
specific grade-level and course 
content standards development.  This 
is the “Who Do We Want to Be?” step 
in the process. 

• The analysis of data regarding the 
strengths and weaknesses of the QCC 
(K―12).  The data will include, but are 
not limited to, student performance 
data, including criterion-referenced 
competency tests, Georgia high school 
graduation tests, end-of-course tests 
(pilot data), National Assessment of 
Educational Progress, Scholastic 
Assessment Test, etc.; national 
reports on state curricula such as 
those of the Fordham Foundation, the 
American Federation of Teachers, 
Education Week, etc.; curriculum 
standards from other states that 
have demonstrated high performance 
or have been recognized for strong 
standards; national content standards; 
and the curriculum audit.  This is the 
“Who Are We?” step in the process. 
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• The development of a blueprint for 
the revision of specific content 
standards for each grade level and 
course in language arts, mathematics, 
science, and social studies (P―12).  
This is the “How Do We Get There?” 
step in the process.  This step will 
include a discussion of high school 
course offerings in each of the 
content areas. 

 
More than 70 curriculum experts from 
Georgia school districts, regional educational 
service agencies, University System of 
Georgia schools, department of technical and 
adult education schools, and the office of 
school readiness will work on the first phase 
of curriculum revision.  They will represent 30 
school districts, three technical colleges, 
eight University System of Georgia schools, 
and five regional education service agencies. 
 
Phase II of the curriculum revision process, 
which will occur during summer 2003, will 
focus on revising specific content standards 
for all grades and all courses from pre-
kindergarten through the twelfth grade.  
Phase II work will be accomplished through 
the combined efforts of Georgia teachers 
and curriculum experts.  The standards will 
be written to incorporate the following: 

 clear and understandable language 
that will be teacher-friendly and 
effectively guide instruction; 

 advanced skills and higher-level 
thinking;  

 horizontal alignment to maximize 
learning opportunities, and 

 vertical alignment to eliminate gaps 
and redundancies. 

 
Throughout the process the progress of the 
committees will be shared across Georgia.  
Regular updates on the curriculum revision 
process will be available online. Input will be 
sought from all of Georgia’s educators and 

community members.  When the state board 
has approved the revised QCC, additional 
teaching resources will be developed, and 
state-mandated student assessments will be 
adjusted to reflect the changes.  Fall 2004 is 
the projected date for implementation of the 
revisions. 
 
Timeline 
 

 Phase I  
o Fall 2002 

 Phase II 
o Summer 2003 

 Professional Development 
o 2003–2004 School Year 
o 2004–2005 School Year 

 Resource Development 
o Fall 2003 

 Implementation  
o 2004–2005 School Year 

 
 

PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 

The objectives for social studies K―12 can be 
accessed at 
http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/qcc/homepg.asp. 

 

KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       

 
Key issues are strengthening the curriculum, 
writing objectives so they are clear and 
teachers understand what needs to be done, 
eliminating redundancy, creating pacing charts 
that guide teachers, developing curriculum 
guides for teachers, making the content 
relevant to students of the twenty-first 
century, addressing the need for social 
studies in the elementary grades, and 
integrating the social studies with reading 
and writing objectives that are clear and 
measurable. 
 
 

 

http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/qcc/homepg.asp
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CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS    
 
 Revision of the Quality Core 

Curriculum 
 Possible survey of social studies 

teachers 
 Creation of a website to link social 

studies teachers to agencies and 
organizations that provide services 
for them. 

 
 

 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION      
 

Robynn Holland 
Program Specialist for Social Studies 

Georgia Department of Education 
Student Learning and Achievement 

1766 Twin Towers East 
Atlanta, GA 30334 

Phone: 404-651-7271 
Fax: 404-656-5744 

E-mail: rholland@doe.k12.ga.us  
 

http://www.doe.k12.ga.us  

http://www.doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:rholland@doe.k12.ga.us
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 Hawaii           
Updated: 10/01/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       

 
Themes 
Kindergarten (Year) 

• Our World: Democracy in Our 
Classroom 

• Our World: Ourselves and Others 
• Our World: Our Places     

Grade 1 (Year) 
• Our Community of Learners:  

Democracy in Action  
• Our Environment: Democracy in 

Action    
Grade 2 (Year) 

• Our Democratic Community of 
Learners 

• Community Study Project 
• Doing History 

Grade 3 (Year) 
• Living in a Multicultural Democracy 
• Explore the Unknown 

 
Topics 
Grade 4 (Year) 

• Our Pacific Islands  
• Life in Pre contact Hawaii Ahupuaa 
• Early Monarchy 
• Hawaii Then and Now 

Grade 5 (Year) 
• Three Cultures  
• Colonies 
• Declaration of Independence 
• Revolutionary War 
• Our Government 
• Trail of Tears  
• Native American and Contemporary 

 
Courses 
 
Grade 6 (Year) 

• World Culture and History  

Grade 7 (Year)  
• History of Hawaiian Kingdom and 

Pacific Islands Studies (Semesters) 
Grade 8 (Year) 

• U.S. History 
Grade 9 (Year)  

• Modern Hawaiian History and 
Participation in a Democracy  
*Elective now but may be a 
requirement for graduation.   

Grade 10 (Semesters) 
• U.S. History  

Grade 11 (Semesters)   
• World History 

 
Electives 
American Problems, Economics, Hawaiian 
Studies, Asian Studies, Psychology, Cultural 
Anthropology, Sociology, World Geography, 
European Studies, Ethnic studies, Political 
Processes 
 

DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 

 
There is no state testing in social studies. 
  
 

CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    

 
All course descriptions were rewritten to 
reflect state standards. The state is 
recommending that grade 9 “Participation in a 
Democracy” become a one-half credit course 
required for graduation. The impact on 
teachers is great; many will have to revisit 
their methods and course content and 
reconstruct them to make them standards-
based. The impact on students should be 
favorable if teachers use best practices, 
student-centered in-depth teaching, etc. 
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KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       

 
Key issues are teachers being assigned to 
teach out of their line or newcomers from the 
mainland being assigned to teach Hawaiian 
history, the lack of content knowledge at the 
elementary school level, professional 
development for teachers in best practices in 
teaching social studies, and large class loads 
and multi-course teaching assignments. 

CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS    
 

• Standards-based instructional guide 
by grade and course 

• Scope and sequence 
• Social studies framework 
• Professional development modules 
• Teaching American History grant 

2002—2005 
• Foundations of Democracy/We the 

People 
• History Day 

 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION      
 

Mary Anne Soboleski 
Educational Specialist for Social Studies 

Office of Curriculum 
Instruction and Student Support 

475 22nd Avenue, Building 302, Room 119 
Honolulu, HI 96816 

Phone: 808-394-1331 
Fax: 808-394-1304 

E-mail: 
Mary_Anne_Soboleski@notes.k12.hi.us  

 
http://www.k12.hi.us/ 

http://www.k12.hi.us/
mailto:Soboleski@notes.k12.hi.us
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 Idaho           
Updated: 10/29/2002 

 
 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       

 
Idaho's suggested scope and sequence 
according to the implementation of the state 
achievement standards: (all courses are full 
year except for economics) K=Self; 1=Family; 
2=Neighborhood; 3=Community; 4=Idaho 
History; 5=Introduction to American History; 
6=Geography and Cultures: Western 
Hemisphere; 7=Geography and Cultures: 
Eastern Hemisphere; 8=Social Science 
Exploratory; A Case Study of Idaho; 9=World 
History; 10=U.S. History 1; 11=U.S. History 2; 
12=American Government; 12=Economics (one 
semester) 
 

DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 

 
All social studies courses are assessed at end 
of course. Models of knowledge tests and 
performance assessments are being 
developed by the department of education, 
but districts have the option of developing 
their own social studies assessments. 
 

ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES      

 
Developed by the state and/or local districts 

 

CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED   

 
All social studies courses are being aligned 
with the state achievement standards.  
 

PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 

Copies of completed courses of study are 
available online through the Idaho 
Department of Education. 

 

KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       

 
The key issue is standards alignment. 
 

CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS    
 

Courses and assessments 
 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION      
 

Dan Prinzing 
Coordinator, Social Studies and Curricular 

Materials 
Bureau of Curriculum and Accountability 

Idaho Department of Education 
PO Box 83720 

Boise, ID 83720-0027 
Phone: 208-332-6974 
Fax: 208-332-6997 

E-mail: dprinzing@sde.state.id.us  
 

www.sde.state.id.us/instruct/socialstudies/ 

mailto:dprinzing@sde.state.id.us
http://www.sde.state.id.us/instruct/socialstudies
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 Illinois           
Updated: 10/24/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Statute requires one course in U.S. history 
and one other elective for secondary 
students. A nine-week course in consumer 
education is also required. 
 
Grade-Level Title/Description Semesters 
 
Kindergarten―Grade 6 No description 
provided. 
Grade 7 or 8  2 semesters 

U.S. History, which shall 
include a study of the Role and 
Contributions of American 
Negroes and other ethnic 
groups 

Grade 7 or 8  1 hour per week in grades 7―8 
Patriotism and Principles of 
Representative Government, 
Proper Use of the Flag, 
Method of Voting, and U.S. 
and Illinois Constitutions. 
Students must pass an 
examination on this content  
to graduate. 

High School  1 hour per week in all high 
school grades  
Patriotism and Principles of 
Representative Government, 
Proper Use of the Flag, 
Method of Voting, and U.S. 
and Illinois Constitutions. 
Students must pass an 
examination on this content  
to graduate. 

High School 1 Carnegie unit 
U.S. History or U.S. History 
and American Government 
combination 

 

High School Social Science (elective)  
1 Carnegie unit 
 
High School Consumer Education  9 weeks 
Comments: 
 
There are numerous content requirements, 
not course requirements. 
 

DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 

 
High-stakes tests in social science are 
legislatively mandated at grades 4, 7, and 11. 
 

ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES      
 
Developed by the state 
 

PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 

Sample assessment items are available in 
paper and electronic formats. 
 

KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
No Child Left Behind does not consider social 
science a core or basic area. Schools are 
starting to commit all resources to areas 
assessed to meet annual yearly progress 
goals.  
 

CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS    
 

Standards aligned Classroom Financial 
Literacy 
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CONTACT INFORMATION      
 

John Craig 
Division of Assessments 

Illinois State Department of Education 
100 North First Street, E216 

Springfield, IL 62777 
Phone: 217-782-4823 
Fax: 217-785-6097 

E-mail: jcraig@isbe.net  
 

http://www.isbe.state.il.us  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.isbe.state.il.us
mailto:jcraig@isbe.net
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Indiana           
Updated: 09/26/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
The goal of social studies education is the 
development of informed, responsible citizens 
who can participate effectively in the nation’s 
democracy.  Academic standards for social 
studies address this goal by integrating a 
strong knowledge base with the skills for 
inquiry, thinking, and participation.  The 
standards are organized around five content 
areas: history, civics and government, 
geography, economics, and individuals, society 
and cultures (psychology, sociology and 
anthropology).   
 
Grade―Level - Title/Description  
 
Kindergarten - Living and Learning Together: 
Students focus on their immediate 
environment, and emphasis is placed on social 
and civic learning experiences, including 
interaction with peers and respect for others. 
 
Grade 1 - Home, School and Nearby 
Environments: Students examine changes in 
their own communities over time, explore the 
way people live and work together around the 
world, and learn about the rights and 
responsibilities of citizens as they interact in 
home, school and local environments. 
 
Grade 2 - The Local and Regional Community: 
Students describe their basic rights and 
responsibilities in a democratic society as 
they examine local and regional communities in 
the present and past and how these 
communities meet people’s needs. 
 
Grade 3 - The Local Community and 
Communities around the World: Students 
study development and change in the local 

community and in communities in other states 
and regions of the world, including how people 
have developed and used technology, as well 
as human and natural resources, in shaping 
communities and interacting with their 
environment. They also study how citizens 
participate in the government and civic life of 
the community. 
 
Grade 4 - Indiana in the Nation and the 
World: Students study Indiana and its 
relationships to regional, national and world 
communities. They consider the influence of 
physical and cultural environments on the 
state’s growth and development and the 
principles and practices of citizenship and 
government in Indiana. 
 
Grade 5 - The United States—The Founding 
of the Republic: Students study the history 
of the United States to 1800, focusing on the 
influence of political, geographic, economic 
and cultural factors on early development.  
Emphasis is placed on the study of American 
Indian cultures, exploration, colonization, 
settlement and the founding period that 
produced the United States Constitution and 
Bill of Rights. 
 
Grade 6 - Peoples, Places and Cultures in 
Europe and the Americas: Students study the 
regions and countries of Europe and the 
Americas, including geographic, historical, 
economic, political and cultural relationships.  
The areas emphasized are Europe and North 
and South America, including Central America 
and the Caribbean. 
 
Grade 7 - Peoples, Places and Cultures in 
Africa, Asia, and the Southwest Pacific: 
Students study the regions and countries of 
Africa, Asia and the Southwest Pacific, 
including geographic, historical, economic, 
political and cultural relationships.  The areas 
emphasized are Africa, Southwest and 
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Central Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia, 
East Asia and the Southwest Pacific. 
 
Grade 8 - United States History—Growth 
and Development: Students briefly review the 
early history of the nation and then focus on 
national and state development through the 
Civil War and Reconstruction periods.  
Emphasis is placed on principles of the United 
States and Indiana Constitutions and the 
influence of political, geographic, economic 
and cultural factors on the development of 
Indiana and the United States. 
 
Grade 9―12 - United States History: This 
course builds on concepts in previous studies 
of American history and emphasizes national 
development from the late nineteenth century 
into the twenty-first century.  After review of 
fundamental ideas in the early development of 
the nation, students study key events, people, 
groups and movements in the late nineteenth, 
twentieth, and early twenty-first centuries as 
they relate to life in Indiana and the United 
States. (2 semesters required for graduation) 
 
United States Government: This course 
provides a framework for understanding the 
purposes, principles and practices of 
American government as established by the 
United States Constitution. Students are 
expected to understand their rights and 
responsibilities as citizens and how to 
exercise these rights and responsibilities  
in local, state and national government.  
(1 semester required) 
 
Social Studies Electives: 1 semester required 
Anthropology, applied economics, Asian 
studies, citizenship/civics, consumer 
economics, current issues/events, economics, 
ethnic studies, Indiana studies, international 
relations, introduction to social science, Latin 
American studies, law education, modern world 
civilization, political science, psychology, 
sociology, state and local government, topics in 

history, United States government, United 
States history, urban affairs, world 
geography, world history/civilization. 
 
Recommendations: The Indiana State Board 
of Education and the Indiana Commission on 
Higher Education recommend 40 semester 
hours of core courses for all students who 
plan to pursue any type of postsecondary 
education. Titled "Core 40," this program 
includes the following expectations for social 
studies: 2 semesters of U.S. history, 1 
semester of U.S. government, 1 semester of 
economics, 1 semester of world geography or 
world history, and 1 semester of an additional 
social studies course. 
 

DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 

 
These tests will be used as part of a state-
wide school accountability plan. 
 

o Grade five social studies 
assessment—D, M by 2004 

o Grade seven social studies 
assessment—D, M by 2006 

o Grade nine social studies 
assessment—D, M by 2008 

o End-of-course assessments for all 
Core 40 high school courses—D, M and 
L beginning 2005 

 

ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
Combination 

 
o The ISTEP+ grades 5, 7 and 9 

assessments are being developed with a 
testing company. 
 

o The Core 40 end-of-course assessments 
are being developed by the state with a 
local university. 
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CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED   

 
Mandatory assessment in social studies for 
grade 5 begins in 2004. Assessment items are 
derived from the 2000 academic standards in 
social studies. 
 

PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 
• New K―8 social studies frameworks 

will be ready for distribution soon.  
They may be downloaded at 
http://www.indianastandardsresource
s.org/. 

• Economic education material K―12 at 
http://www.mgmt.purdue.edu/centers
/icee/IDOE/. 

• Citizenship resource guide at 
http://doe.state.in.us/publications/cit
izenshipguide.html. 

 

KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
A major concern is continued funding to 
support social studies education. With the 
new federal legislation, the state is working 
hard to keep social studies from becoming 
marginalized. 
 
There is also a strong move to 
internationalize the curriculum. 
 

CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS    
 

A guide that will help teachers integrate a 
variety of content areas using Chinese and 
American folktales. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION      
  

Chris McGrew 
Social Studies Coordinator/Economic 

Education Consultant 
Office of Program Development 

Indiana Department of Education 
Room 229, State House 

Indianapolis IN 46204-2798 
Phone: 317-232-9158  

Fax 317-232-9121 
E-mail: cmcgrew@doe.state.in.us  

 
http://ideanet.doe.state.in.us/opd/social_stu

dies/  
 

Evelyn Holt Otten 
Consultant for Service Learning and 

Character Education 
Office of Program Development 

Phone: 317-233-3163 
Fax: 317-232-9121 

E-mail: eholt@doe.state.in.us  
 

http://doe.state.in.us/opd/srvlrn/  
 

David Ballard 
Economic Education Consultant 

Indiana Department of Education 
Wilson Education Center, 11440 Highway 62 

Charleston, IN 47111 
Phone: 812-256-8000 
Fax: 812-256-8012 

E-mail: dballard@wesc.k12.in.us 
 

 

http://www.indianastandardsresource
http://www.mgmt.purdue.edu/centers
http://doe.state.in.us/publications/cit
http://ideanet.doe.state.in.us/opd/social_stu
http://doe.state.in.us/opd/srvlrn/
mailto:cmcgrew@doe.state.in.us
mailto:eholt@doe.state.in.us
mailto:dballard@wesc.k12.in.us
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Iowa            
Updated: 02/18/2003 

No information was available at the time of 
publication.

 

Social Science Consultant 
Iowa Department of Education 
Grimes State Office Building 
Des Moines, IA 50319-0146 

Phone: 515-281-6131 
Fax: 515-242-6025 

 
http://www.state.ia.us/educate/  

 

http://www.state.ia.us/educate/
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Kansas           
Updated: 02/18/2003 

No information was available at the time of 
publication.

 

Kim Rasmussen 
Education Program Consultant 

Kansas State Department of Education 
School Improvement and Accreditation 

120 SE 10th Street 
Topeka, KS 66612-1182 
Phone: 785-296-4933 
Fax: 785-296-3523 

E-mail: krasmussen@ksde.org 
 

http://www.ksbe.state.ks.us 
 

http://www.ksbe.state.ks.us
mailto:krasmussen@ksde.org
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 Kentucky          
Updated: 12/03/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       

 
Primary: 
 
Grade 4 - Kentucky: Its Relations to the 
United States and to the World 
Grade 5 - The United States and the 
Western Hemisphere 
Grade 6 - World Geography 
Grade 7 - World Civilizations of the Past 
Grade 8 - United States History and 
Citizenship 
 
Secondary: 
Social studies; three credits (to incorporate 
U.S. history, economics, government, world 
geography, and world civilization) U.S. history 
(required) world civilization (required for 
college bound) 
 
 

DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES       
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 

 
Mandated - grades 5, 8 and 11 
 
 

ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
Developed by the state 

 
Kentucky teachers write test questions (open-
response and multiple-choice).  Questions are 
then submitted to a contractor who edits the 
questions.  The contractor builds six 
different forms of the test.  The multiple 
forms enable full coverage of the core 
content.  Each form has one experimental 
question that the student answers, but the 

form is labeled A or B, which enables testing 
of two experimental questions.  The live 
questions remain the same on both forms.   
 
 

PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 
• Kentucky Core Content for 

Assessment 
• Kentucky Program of Studies 
• Student Performance-Level 

Descriptions 
• Academic Expectations 
• Transformation: Kentucky's 

Curriculum Framework 
 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION      
 

Robin Chandler 
Social Studies Consultant 
Curriculum Development 

Kentucky Department of Education 
500 Mero Street, 18th Floor CPT 

Frankfort, KY 40506 
Phone: 502-564-2106 
Fax: 502-564-9848 

E-mail: rchandle@kde.state.ky.us 
 

http;// www.k12.ky.us 
 

Natalie Stiglitz 
Social Studies Consultant 

Phone: 502-564-2106 
Fax: 502-564-9848 

E-mail: nstiglit@kde.state.ky.us 

mailto:rchandle@kde.state.ky.us
http://www.k12.ky.us
mailto:nstiglit@kde.state.ky.us
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Louisiana           
Updated: 02/18/2003 

No information was available at the time of 
publication.

 

Louisiana Department of Education 
Division of Student Standards and 

Assessment 
PO Box 94064 

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064 
Phone:  
Fax:  

 
http://www.doe.state.la.us/  

 

http://www.doe.state.la.us/
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Maine 
Updated: 10/03/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION 

 
These descriptions and requirements come 
directly from the newly revised Chapter 127—
INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM, 
ASSESSMENT AND DIPLOMA 
REQUIREMENTS from Maine state law. 
 
"Each school board operating an elementary, 
middle or secondary school shall adopt a 
curriculum aligned with the content standards 
of the Maine Learning Results system." 
 
Until 2007, when school districts must adopt 
a standards-based diploma that certifies a 
student's achievement of the learning results 
in social studies, American history and 
government and one other social studies 
course are the only programs required in 
Maine. 
 
The content standards in Maine's learning 
results are clustered in civics/government; 
geography; economics; and history. 
  
 

DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 

 
Maine's comprehensive assessment system 
for the social studies includes three levels: 
state, district, and classroom. 
 
Statewide Assessment Program: "Each school 
administrative unit and each student enrolled 
in a school shall participate in the Maine 
Education Assessment (MEA) in grades 4, 8, 
and 11. 
 

Social Studies will also be assessed at the 
district level based on the requirements of 
the local comprehensive assessment system 
rules in Chapter 127.These assessments will 
be in alignment with the performance 
indicators and content standards found in the 
learning results. 
 

ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE    
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING  
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES     
Developed by the state 

 
  
 

CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED 

 
The advent of the new content standards and 
the need for alignment has affected school 
districts. Many changes are being made to 
ensure students have fair opportunities to 
meet the standards and receive multiple ways 
to be assessed. 
 

PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS 
 

Information regarding the Maine Learning 
Results, Chapter 127, the MEA, and the 
comprehensive system can be found on the 
website for the Maine Department of 
Education at: 
http://www.state.me.us/education.  

 
 

CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS 
 

o Current curriculum and assessment 
project for social studies 

o Designing for Understanding: Creating 
Units of Learning and Performance Tasks 
Based on Maine’s Learning Results 

o Maine assessment portfolio project  
o Comprehensive social studies assessment 

project 
o Local assessment development program 

http://www.state.me.us/education
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CONTACT INFORMATION      
 

Connie Manter 
State Social Studies Specialist 
Maine Department of Education 

State House #23 
Augusta, ME 04333 

Phone: 207-624-6824 
Fax: 207-624-6821 

E-mail: connie.manter@state.me.org 
 

mailto:manter@state.me.org
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 Maryland 
Updated: 11/01/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION 

 
Kindergarten—In the context of home 
students will study the social studies 
disciplines of geography, economics, political 
science, peoples of the nation and the world.  
Grade 1 - In the context of school students 
will study the social studies disciplines of 
geography, economics, political science, 
peoples of the nation and the world.  
Grade 2 - In the context of the school and 
local community students will study the social 
studies disciplines of geography, economics, 
political science and peoples of the nation and 
the world.  
Grade 3 - In the context of local and world 
communities students will study the social 
studies disciplines of geography, economics, 
political science, and peoples of the nation 
and the world. 
Grade 4 - In the context of Maryland up to 
contemporary times, students will study the 
social studies disciplines of geography, 
economics, political science and the peoples of 
the nation and the world.  
Grade 5 - In the context of U.S. history 
through 1790, students will study the social 
studies disciplines of geography, economics, 
political science and the peoples of the nation 
and the world.  
Grade 6 - In the context of world history up 
to and including the Middle Ages, students 
will study the social studies disciplines of 
geography, economics, political science and 
peoples of the nation and the world.  
Grade 7 - In the context of contemporary 
world geography/culture, students will study 
the social studies disciplines of geography, 
economics, political science, peoples of the 
nation and the world and history.  

Grade 8 - In the context of U.S. history 
through 1877, students will study the social 
studies disciplines of geography, economics, 
political science, peoples of the nation and the 
world.  
Grade 9 - Government/civics or U.S. history  
Grade 10 - Government/civics or U.S. history 
or world history  
Grade 11 - Government/civics or U.S. history 
or world history  
Grade 12 - Public policy and issues 
 
Comments: 
Mandated high school courses are 
government/civics, U.S. history and world 
history.  Many electives and advanced 
placement courses are also offered. 
 

DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 

 
Government/civics—in use—will be required as 
an end-of-the-course requirement in 2003. 
U.S. History—in development. 
 

ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES      

 
State assessments are developed and scored 
in collaboration with Maryland educators and 
a measurement company. 
 

CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    

 
Maryland recently lost its statewide 
assessment of social studies, K―8. It is now 
developing a voluntary state curriculum for 
pre-K―8. This document will be available in 
May 2003. 
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PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 
o Government/Civics Core Learning 

Goals 
o U.S. History Core Learning Goals 

 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
o ESEA has created state-mandated 

and federally mandated testing in 
reading and math alone, which creates 
problems for curriculum and 
instruction and relevancy at the 
district level. 

o Teaching American History grants cut 
the state department of education 
out of the loop and pit counties and 
museums against one another.  

 

CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS    
 
o Developing formative and summative 

models, 3–8. 
o Developing research-based models of 

instruction, such as historical 
investigations, 4–8. 

 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION      
 

Marcie Taylor-Thoma 
Social Studies Specialist 
Division of Instruction 

Maryland State Department of Education 
200 W. Baltimore Street 

Baltimore, MD 21201 
Phone: 410-767-0519 
Fax: 410-333-2050 

E-mail: mthoma@msde.state.md.us 

mailto:mthoma@msde.state.md.us
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Massachusetts         
Updated: 02/18/2003 

No information was available at the time of 
publication.

 

John Chiang Keh 
Education Specialist for History/Social 

Science 
Massachusetts Department of Education 

Instruction and Curriculum Services 
350 Main Street 

Malden, MA 02148 
Phone: 781-338-6226 
Fax: 781-338-3395 

E-mail: jkeh@doe.mass.edu  
 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/  
 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/
mailto:jkeh@doe.mass.edu
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Michigan          
Updated: 02/18/2003 

No information was available at the time of 
publication.

 

Karen R. Todorov 
Social Studies Education Consultant 

Curriculum Development Program 
Michigan Department of Education 

John Hanna Building, 608 West Allegan 
Lansing, MI 48933 

Phone: 517-373-2893 
Fax: 517-335-2473 

E-mail: ktodorov@cdp.mde.state.mi.us 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/mde  

http://www.michigan.gov/mde
mailto:ktodorov@cdp.mde.state.mi.us
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 Minnesota          
Updated: 07/16/2003 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       

 
Legislation passed in 2003 requires Minnesota 
students entering 9th grade in the 2004-
2005 school year to graduate with at least a 
year of US history, a year of geography, half 
a year of civics and government, half a year 
of world history, and half a year of economics 
or demonstrated “mastery of the applicable 
subject matter, as determined by the local 
school district.” 
 
Standards and benchmarks being developed 
will influence the development of social 
studies courses K-8. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES       
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 

 
There is no state testing in social studies.   
 
ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    

 
Standardized tests in math, reading, and 
writing were developed by the state.  Because 
of federal legislation, science will be the next 
state-developed assessment.  
CHANGEESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN  
CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    

 
The 2003 legislation requires the 
development of new K-12 standards and 
benchmarks in the social studies. The draft 

standards will be presented to the 
Legislature in February, 2004. 
 
Numerous social studies resources—aligned 
with the previous standards, but still useful—
have been developed over the past four years. 
Teachers and districts use the K–12 social 
studies framework to develop curriculum and 
encourage best practice instructional 
strategies. A supplement to this framework, 
published in 2002, focuses on sociology, 
anthropology, psychology and service learning.  
 
The economic systems framework was 
developed in cooperation with the Minnesota 
Council on Economic Education. 
 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION       
 
The key issues in social studies in Minnesota 
are these critical questions: 

o How will districts align and implement 
the new standards being developed? 

o How will districts maintain good social 
studies programs when federal 
legislation is focusing attention and 
resources on math, reading and 
science testing? 

o How will districts maintain social 
studies electives—especially in 
sociology, anthropology and 
psychology—in light of federal and 
state legislation and tight local 
budgets? 

o How can we continue to value 
classroom-level performance 
assessment with so much emphasis on 
state-level standardized tests? 

How can we train teachers to use student 
work to inform curriculum, instruction and 
assessment? 



Council of State Social Studies (CS4) Consultants  
National Survey of State Requirements, Course Offerings and Assessment in Social Studies 43 

 
CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS   
 
The current standards and benchmarks being 
developed will strongly influence future 
curriculum projects. 
 
Previous curriculum and instruction projects 
that we hope to continue include training 
teachers to use protocols to look at student 
work to inform standards-based curriculum, 
instruction, and assessment.  The social 
studies best practice members also have been 
trained in Fred Newmann's research on 
authentic pedagogy and will be looking at 
student work using Newmann's standards.  
This professional development is based on a 
model used in Minneapolis and St. Paul public 
schools that came out of a best practice 
grant from the state and a Teaching 
American History grant from the federal 
government.  Local districts and professional 
organizations have used best practice grants 
in many areas, including social studies, to 
develop curriculum, improve instruction, 
support professional development, and  
 
 

integrate technology. 
 
 CONTACT INFORMATION      
 

Charles Skemp 
Social Studies Specialist 

Academic Standards and Professional 
Development 

Minnesota Department of Education 
1500 Highway 36 West 

Roseville, MN 55113 
Phone: 651-582-8850 
Fax: 651-582-8876 

E-mail: charles.skemp@state.mn.us  
 

http://education.state.mn.us 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://education.state.mn.us
mailto:skemp@state.mn.us
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 Mississippi         
Updated: 10/11/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Kindergarten: to provide socialization 
experiences that help children bridge their 
home life with the group life of school.  
Grade 1 - to help children understand family 
life and structure as well as the roles of 
family members in a global setting. 
Grade 2 - learning the importance of living in 
social groups in a global setting.  
Grade 3 - focuses on the community in a 
global setting.  
Grade 4 - focuses on Mississippi as an area of 
the earth and a political region.  
Grade 5 - focuses on the collective heritage 
of the people of the United States and the 
foundation of the American democratic 
society.  
Grade 6 - focuses on the cultural and 
historical developments in the Western 
Hemisphere with an emphasis on the 
neighbors of the United States.  
Grade 7 - focuses on the cultural and 
historical developments in the Eastern 
Hemisphere with an emphasis on Asia, Africa, 
Europe, Australia, and the Islands of the 
Pacific.  
Grade 8 - focuses on the historical 
development of the United States from pre-
Columbian time to Reconstruction.  
Mississippi Studies: designed to foster 
appreciation for the state and its culture,  
1 semester World History: 1750 to the 
Present:  based on prior knowledge of ancient 
history to the Industrial Revolution,  
1 year United States History: 1877 to the 
Present: based on interwoven social, political, 
economic, and geographic changes in the 
United States from 1877 to the Present,  

1 year United States Government: provides 
students with an understanding of civic life, 
politics, and the constitutional process,  
1 semester Economics: focuses on the 
development of an awareness of the 
relationship of world economic systems,  
1 semester Introduction to World Geography:  
designed to provide students with basic 
geographic content and skills,  
1 semester Advanced World Geography:  
designed to provide students with the skills 
to ask geographic questions, acquire 
geographic information, arrange geographic 
information, analyze geographic information, 
and answer geographic questions,  
1 year Psychology: focuses on the history, 
advances in technology, and both internal and 
external influences that affect human mental 
development,  
1 semester Sociology: engages in the study of 
people and their life in groups,  
1 semester Biblical History of the Ancient 
Middle East 2000 B.C.–100 A.D.: designed to 
investigate the history, culture, geography, 
economics, and political systems of the 
ancient Middle East,  
1 year Local Resource Studies: designed to 
investigate how natural resources in 
Mississippi have been affected by history, 
economics, politics, and culture,  
1 semester Law-Related Education: designed 
to study the importance of the law in 
students lives, 
1 semester Problems in American Democracy: 
creates student awareness of the problems 
facing the United States today,  
1 semester Global Studies: designed to study 
issues that challenge and concern citizens 
today, affect the lives of persons in other 
parts of the world, and cannot be adequately 
understood in a local or national context,  
1 semester Minority Studies:  designed to 
study ethnic and cultural diversity and the 
desirability of maintaining ethnic diversity 
within the common United States culture,  
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1 semester Humanities I: traces the 
formation and development of ancient and 
classical civilizations selected by the 
teachers and students. Humanities II: traces 
the formation and development of selected 
contemporary societies and cultures and how 
they were influenced by ancient and classical 
civilizations. Introduction to the Social 
Studies: designed to familiarize students with 
the seven primary social studies disciplines of 
study, which are history, geography, political 
science, anthropology, economics, sociology, 
and psychology,  
1 semester Local Culture: investigates the 
cultural diversity of a local area through a 
study of its history, economics, politics, and 
geography, 
1 year Future Studies: develops techniques in 
identifying, interpreting, and predicting 
trends across the various strata of the global 
society.  
Field Experiences: may be added to any 7–12 
social studies course and is used for 
laboratory, field-based instruction  
(1 semester) 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
Subject-area testing for U.S. history from 
1877 to the Present is a high-stakes test.   
This test includes 5 strands: International 
Relations, Domestic Affairs, Geography, 
Economics, and Civics. It is usually taken at 
the conclusion of the 11th grade course.  
Failure of the test may result in taking the 
test over in 12th grade. 
 
Comments 
For more information on the U.S. history 
test, please visit the Office of Student 
Assessment's website at 
http://ww.mde.k12.ms.us/acad/osa. 

ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
 
A committee of U.S. History from 1877 to 
the Present teachers, along with the 
Mississippi Department of Education social 
studies specialist and the Office of Student 
Assessment, gathered data from all 152 
school districts for input as to what should be 
on the test. 
 
CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    

 
The state is revising the 1998 social studies 
framework. It will be sent for state board 
approval in 2004. 
 
PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 
For a copy of the social studies framework, 
please visit http://ww.mde.k12.ms.us. 
 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Key issues are the lack of instruction in the 
primary and lower middle grades and the lack 
of training that preservice teachers acquire 
in certain social studies disciplines (e.g., 
economics). 

http://ww.mde.k12.ms.us/acad/osa
http://ww.mde.k12.ms.us
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CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS    
 

Revision of 1998 Framework, process to be 
completed in 2004 Middle School Institute:  
eventually requirement of upcoming of those 
who seek certification in middle grades in 
social studies. Over a 2-year period, 80 CEUs 
will be required through a prescribed 
institute that will focus on middle school 
instruction, state curriculum content and 
process strands. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
Jennifer Nance 

Character Education Grant and Social Studies 
Curriculum Specialist 

Mississippi Department of Education 
PO Box 771, 359 North West Street 

Jackson, MS 39205 
Phone: 601-359-2586 
Fax: 601-359-2040 

E-mail: jnance@mde.k12.ms.us  
 

http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ACAD/ID/ 
Curriculum/ss/ss.html

http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ACAD/ID/
mailto:jnance@mde.k12.ms.us


Council of State Social Studies (CS4) Consultants  
National Survey of State Requirements, Course Offerings and Assessment in Social Studies 47 

Missouri        
Updated: 02/18/2003 

No information was available at the time of 
publication.

 

Curriculum Consultant 
Missouri Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education 
Division of School Improvement 

205 Jefferson Street, PO Box 480 
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0480 

Phone: 573-751-3093 
Fax: 573-526-7861 

http://www.dese.state.mo.us/divimprove/  
 

http://www.dese.state.mo.us/divimprove/
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Montana          
Updated: 02/18/2003 

No information was available at the time of 
publication. 

Linda Vrooman Peterson 
Administrator 

Office of Public Instruction 
Accreditation Division 

PO Box 202501 
Helena, MT 59620-2501 
Phone: 406-444-5726 
Fax: 406-444-1373 

E-mail: lvpeterson@state.mt.us 
 

http://www.opi.state.mt.us  

http://www.opi.state.mt.us
mailto:lvpeterson@state.mt.us
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 Nebraska          
Updated: 9/26/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Nebraska School Laws: American 
citizenship committee; created duties; 
required instruction; patriotic exercises; 
duties of officers.  
 
79-724 "An informed, loyal, just, and 
patriotic citizenry is necessary to a strong, 
stable, just, and prosperous America. Such a 
citizenry necessitates that every member 
thereof be fully acquainted with the 
opportunities, and advantages of which we are 
possessed and the sacrifices and struggles of 
those through whose efforts these benefits 
were gained. Since youth is the time most 
susceptible to the acceptance of principles 
and doctrines that will influence men 
throughout their lives, it is one of the first 
duties of our educational system to so 
conduct its activities, choose its textbooks, 
and arrange its curriculum in such a way that 
the love of liberty, justice, democracy, and 
America will be instilled in the heart and mind 
of the youth of the state. (1) Every school 
board shall, at the beginning of each school 
year, appoint from its members a committee 
of three, to be known as the committee on 
Americanism, whose duties shall be: (a) To 
carefully examine, inspect, and approve all 
textbooks used in the teaching of American 
history and civil government in the school. 
Such textbooks shall adequately stress the 
services of the men who achieved our national 
independence, established our constitutional 
government, and preserved our union and shall 
be so written to include contributions by 
ethnic groups as to develop a pride and 
respect for our institutions and not be a mere 
recital of events and dates; (b) Assure 
themselves as to the character of all 

American forms of government; and (c) Take 
all such other steps as will assure the 
carrying out of the provisions of this section. 
(2) Beginning with the school term in 1971, all 
American history courses approved for grade 
levels as provided by this section, shall 
include and adequately stress contributions of 
all ethnic groups (a) to the development and 
growth of America into a great nation, (b) to 
art, music, education, medicine, literature, 
science, politics, and government, and (c) the 
war services in all wars of this nation. (3) All 
grades of all public, private, denominational, 
and parochial schools, below the sixth grade, 
shall devote at least one hour per week to 
exercises or teaching periods for the 
following purpose: (a) The recital of stories 
having to do with American history, or the 
deeds and exploits of American heroes; (b) 
The singing of patriotic songs and the 
insistence that every pupil shall memorize the 
Star Spangled Banner and America; and (c) 
The development of reverence for the flag 
and instruction as to proper conduct in its 
presentation. (4) In at least two of the three 
grades from the fifth grade to the eighth 
grade in all public, private, denominational, 
and parochial schools at least three periods 
per week shall be set aside to be devoted to 
the teaching of American history from 
approved textbooks, taught in such a way as 
to make the course interesting and 
attractive, and to develop a love of country. 
(5) In at least two grades of every high 
school, at least three periods per week shall 
be devoted to the teaching of civics, during 
which courses specific attention shall be 
given to the following matters: (a) The 
constitution of the United States and the 
State of Nebraska; (b) The benefits and 
advantages of our form of government and 
the dangers and fallacies of Nazism, 
Communism, and similar ideologies; and (c) 
The duties of citizenship. (6) Appropriate 
patriotic exercises suitable to the occasion 
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shall be held under the direction of the 
school superintendent in every public, private, 
denominational, and parochial school on 
Lincoln's birthday, Washington's birthday, 
Flag Day, Memorial Day, and Veterans Day, or 
on the day preceding or following such 
holiday, if the school is in session. (7) Every 
school board, the State Board of Education, 
each county superintendent of schools, and 
the superintendent of each individual school 
in the state shall be held directly responsible, 
in the order named, for carrying out the 
provisions of this section, and the neglect 
thereof by any employee or appointed official 
shall be considered a dereliction of duty and 
cause for dismissal. 
 
Comments: 
Elementary (K–6) 
Elementary curriculum, K–6, normally includes 
at least one semester of Nebraska studies at 
the fourth-grade level. At the K–3 levels, the 
curriculum usually focuses on the child 
himself/herself, the family, and the 
community. At the fifth-grade level, United 
States history and geography are the key 
topics.  Many schools teach American 
Neighbors (Canada, Latin America) at the 
sixth-grade level, though an increasing 
number of elementary schools are focusing on 
world geography in the sixth grade.  In 
addition to Nebraska studies at the fourth-
grade level, a growing number of fourth 
grades are receiving some type of 
introduction to geography, which usually 
involves the study of selected geographical 
areas around the world and the cultures that 
inhabit those areas. 
 
Junior High School (7–8) 
In most schools, Nebraska studies is also a 
topic for at least one quarter of seventh or 
eighth grade; many schools devote a whole 
semester to the study of Nebraska at this 
level, and some still study Nebraska for an 
entire year. In many schools, the basic 

textbook has become Nebraska Studies, 
originally published by the Nebraska 
Department of Education in 1983, and revised 
and reprinted within the last year. Some type 
of world regional geography is included in 
most junior high curriculums, and many 
schools offer American history, at least 
through the Civil War, at the junior high level. 
The middle school concept is gaining in 
popularity in Nebraska, and an increasing 
number of schools are reorganizing to place 
grades 6, 7, and 8—or even 5, 6, 7 and 8—in 
administrative units separate from the 
elementary school unit. 
 
High School (9–12 or 10–12) 
American history is taught in all high schools 
in Nebraska, either as a one-year course, or in 
two separate years, with American History to 
1865 or 1877 comprising one year and 
American History 1865 (or 1877) to the 
present making up the second year. American 
government is also a requirement in all 
Nebraska high schools, not by state mandate, 
but by local choice; in most schools, American 
government and modern problems make up the 
two semesters of the senior year. In a few 
schools, however, American government is 
taught at the eleventh-grade level. World 
history is becoming a required course in a 
growing number of high schools, as is world 
geography. Where world history and world 
geography are not required, they are elective 
courses taken by the majority of the high 
school's students. Economics, sociology, and 
psychology are other popular electives; some 
type of global studies/international education 
is also becoming a popular elective choice. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
There are no mandated, high-stakes tests for 
social studies in Nebraska.  Assessment 
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material will be created by teachers at their 
local educational service units (ESU). These 
assessment items will be secure in the ESU 
areas.  Reporting on the assessments will 
occur at the 4th, 8th and 11th grades.  
However, assessment will be at the point of 
instruction. 
 
ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
 
All assessment items will be written by the 
local teachers.  Local assessment writers will 
have the option of using some of the 
assessment items from the comprehensive 
social studies assessment project. 
 
PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 
 Social studies frameworks 
 Teaching Strategies for Students with 

Diverse Learning Needs 
 Walk Through Nebraska (Volumes I, II, 

III) 
 Character education guidelines  

These materials can be found at the 
Nebraska studies resource homepage at 
http://www.nde.state.ne.us/SS/. 
 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
The key issue is that the present White 
House is ignoring social studies education.

CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS    
 

There are no state curriculum projects.  
Some of the larger schools have taken it upon 
themselves to write new economics and 
geography curriculums.  
 
We are presently working with a Character 
education grant and thus the integration of 
character education into the curriculums of 
the four pilot schools. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
Larry Starr 

Director of Social Science Education 
Curriculum and Instruction 

Nebraska Department of Education 
301 Centennial Mall South, PO Box 94987 

Lincoln, NE 68509 
Phone: 402-471-2449 
Fax: 402-471-8850 

E-mail: lstarr@nde.state.ne.us 
 

http://www.nde.state.ne.us/SS/ 
 

http://www.nde.state.ne.us/SS/
http://www.nde.state.ne.us/SS/
mailto:lstarr@nde.state.ne.us
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Nevada         
Updated: 02/18/2003 

No information was available at the time of 
publication. 

Social Studies Consultant 
Nevada Department of Education 

Standards, Curricula and Assessments Team 
700 East 5th Street 

Carson City, NV 89701 
Phone: 702-687-9118 

 
http://www.nde.state.nv.us/  

 

http://www.nde.state.nv.us/
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 New Hampshire       
Updated: 9/20/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Ed 306.37 Social Studies 
 
(a) Pursuant to Ed 306.21, each elementary 
school shall develop and offer a social studies 
program. This program shall include the 
understanding of democratic beliefs; the 
study of geography, including lands and 
peoples; the development of the skills of 
decision making, data gathering and critical 
thinking; pursuant to RSA 186:13, 
opportunities to practice citizenship in the 
school and community; and pursuant to RSA 
189.11, instruction in history and government 
and the Constitutions of the United States 
and New Hampshire. Social studies education 
shall develop the knowledge, skills and 
attitudes necessary for effective 
participation in the life of the community, the 
state, the nation, and the world. 
 
(b) Pursuant to Ed 306.22, each middle/junior 
high school shall develop and offer a social 
studies program. This program shall provide 
students with opportunities to acquire 
knowledge of the history and culture of our 
nation, understanding of the democratic 
principles upon which good citizenship is 
founded, and the ability to apply this 
knowledge and understanding when making 
personal and public decisions. Pursuant to RSA 
186.13, it shall include opportunities to 
practice citizenship in the school and 
community. Pursuant to RSA 189.11, it shall 
include instruction in history and government 
and the Constitutions of the United States 
and New Hampshire. Content shall be drawn 
from the chronology of our nation's heritage; 
the powerful ideas and experiences found in 
the history of the world; the disciplined 

perspectives of the geographer, economist, 
historian, social scientist, and humanist; and 
the perplexities of contemporary life. 
 
(1) The middle/junior high school social 
studies program shall be designed to enable 
students to:  
 

a. acquire and use information to clarify 
issues and seek solutions to societal 
problems;  

b. value and apply critical thinking, 
interpersonal relations, and decision-
making skills in both individual and 
group problem-solving situations; 

c. participate in and contribute to the 
well-being of the home and school as 
well as the larger communities of the 
state, nation and world;  

d. acquire an understanding of and 
appreciation for the heritage of our 
nation, its ideals, principles, 
institutions, and experiences;  

e. become familiar with careers in 
history, the humanities, and the social 
sciences;  

f. study the relationships among or 
between the past, present and future, 
the beliefs and practices of others 
and themselves, the geography, 
economics, politics and history of 
unique places and the world at large, 
and the creation of new technology 
and the dynamics of society; and 

g. apply knowledge, skills and 
understandings to contemporary 
problems and issues. 

 
(c) Pursuant to Ed 306.23(b) and (c), each 
high school shall develop and offer a social 
studies program. This program shall provide 
for the study of related knowledge and modes 
of inquiry selected from history, the 
humanities, and social science, including 
economics, political science, sociology, 
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anthropology, psychology, geography and 
philosophy. It helps students acquire the 
knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary for 
effective participation in the life of the 
community, the state, the nation and the 
world. Pursuant to RSA 186:13, it shall include 
opportunities to practice citizenship in the 
school and community. 
 
(1) Each high school shall provide 5 units of 
credit in social studies comprised of 
offerings in each of the following areas:  

a. 1 unit shall be in national and state 
history and government pursuant to 
RSA 189:11;  

b. 1/2 unit shall be in basic business and 
economic education, which shall 
include the study of the development, 
goals, and essentials of the American 
free-enterprise system; the role of 
the entrepreneur, labor, government 
and those forces that influence the 
production, distribution, and 
consumption of goods and services; 
the decision-making processes in 
business; and the importance of 
human relations skills;  

c. 2 1/2 units shall be selected from the 
areas of geography, economics, and 
world history or global studies; and  

d. 1 unit shall be selected from the 
areas of sociology, psychology, 
anthropology political science and 
philosophy. 

 
(2) The high school social studies program 
shall be designed to enable students to:  
 
acquire the skills of critical thinking, 
effective decision making, and human 
relations; read or examine historical 
narratives, documents, and other evidences of 
the past; examine cause and effect, review 
chronologies, consider ideas, and analyze 
trends in order to better understand the past 
and the present and to anticipate the future; 

increase awareness and concern for the ways 
that the world's people, resources, and 
environments are interrelated and 
interdependent; know the geography of the 
United States and the world and its impact on 
political, economic and social development; 
understand and evaluate the goals, structure, 
and operation of our government and other 
governments; understand basic economic 
principles in order to examine our free-
enterprise system and its contributions to 
the economic, political and social development 
of our nation and the world; understand and 
accept the responsibilities of citizenship and 
share in the rights and benefits granted to 
citizens as expressed in the Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitutions of the 
United States and New Hampshire; and apply 
the concepts and skills of history and the 
field of social science to real societal issues. 
New Hampshire Education Laws 
 
189:11 Instruction in National and State 
History and Government. In all public and 
private schools in the state there shall be 
given regular courses of instruction in the 
history, government and constitutions of the 
United States and New Hampshire, including 
the organization and operation of New 
Hampshire municipal, county and state 
government and of the federal government. 
Such instruction shall begin not later than the 
opening of the eighth grade and shall continue 
in high school as an identifiable component of 
a year’s course in the history and government 
of the United States and New Hampshire. 
 
Comments: 
For high school graduation, New Hampshire 
requires one full year of U.S. history and 
government, one semester of economics, and 
one additional year of social studies. 
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DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
The New Hampshire Educational Improvement 
and Assessment Program (NHEIAP) assesses 
social studies on the basis of the K–6 and 7–
10 frameworks. The frameworks establish 
standards that emphasize history, civics, 
economics, and geography equally. The end-of-
grade 6 and end-of-grade 10 assessments are 
required of all public school students and are 
used for the purpose of evaluating the 
effectiveness of school programs. They are 
not used to impose any sanctions on individual 
teachers or students. 
 
ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
 
NHEIAP is developed by the New Hampshire 
Department of Education with the assistance 
of ten test item development committees, 
made up primarily of K–12 public school 
teachers, in conjunction with the contractor, 
Measured Progress. 
 
CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    

 
The state is planning to revise its social 
studies framework to reflect grade-level 
expectations and to be in line with changes in 
math, science and English language arts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 

o The New Hampshire Social Studies 
Framework 

o Addendum to the Framework, K–6 
o Addendum to the Framework, 7–10 

These documents are available at 
http://www.ed.state.nh.us. 
 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Key issues are these: 

o Should social studies assessment 
continue on a statewide basis given its 
omission from No Child Left Behind? 

o Should the current state-developed 
assessment be replaced by an off-
the-shelf test? 

o Will open-response (constructed-
response) questions continue to be 
part of the state-level social studies 
assessment? 

o Should civics be an identifiable, 
mandatory course in secondary 
education? 

 
CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS    

 
International education 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
Kenneth Relihan 

Social Studies Consultant 
Curriculum and Assessment 

New Hampshire Department of Education 
101 Pleasant Street 
Concord, NH  03301 
Phone: 603-271-6151 
Fax: 603-271-1953 

E-mail: krelihan@ed.state.nh.us 
 

http://www.ed.state.nh.us 

http://www.ed.state.nh.us
http://www.ed.state.nh.us
mailto:krelihan@ed.state.nh.us
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 New Jersey         
Updated: 10/31/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
State law requires courses at the elementary 
level in New Jersey civics and government and 
two years of United States and New Jersey 
history in the high schools; this includes the 
history of African-Americans and women.  
Most elementary schools still teach state 
history in the fourth grade. The new 
standards, however, specify the teaching of 
state history in both elementary and 
secondary grades. They also specify 
geography, civics and economics for three 
grade clusters from K–4 to 9–12. There is also 
a new standard in New Jersey history that 
covers the same grade clusters. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
The Social Studies state assessments for 
grades 4, 8 and 11 have been cancelled. 
 
ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
 
The test plans and model items were 
developed by teacher committees under state 
direction. The testing contractor used its 
extensive item file to develop the test based 
on the state plan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    

 
The state specifies through the standards; 
the schools do the implementing. The state 
has been urging more coursework in world 
history as well as separate courses in civics 
and geography.  
 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Key issues are global education, because we 
have 150 languages represented in our 
schools; a need for more world and New 
Jersey history taught in the secondary 
grades; a need for more teaching of basic 
economics at all levels; and insularity as a 
result of separate professional associations 
for civics, history, geography, economics and 
social studies. 
 
CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS    

 
Work on the newly revised social studies 
standards is our current curriculum project. 
This will be followed by the writing of a new 
social studies framework for 2003–2004 to 
replace/supplement the one we did in 1998. In 
addition, we are working on a curriculum 
guide/resource book for the Italian-American 
Heritage Commission, which by statute is part 
of the New Jersey Department of Education 
(DOE). Also, we will begin a curriculum 
guide/resource book for the New Jersey 
Amistad Commission, which is also a legal 
entity within DOE. Finally, we are working 
with the American Revolution 225th 
Commemorative Committee to develop a 
resource guide that will link the considerable 
New Jersey historical community to the 
schools. 
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GENERAL COMMENTS 
 

We are working to coordinate the resources 
of our state to enhance social studies 
education. For example, we are working with 
the National History Day group to expand the 
annual student competition that is focused on 
state history. We are also working with the 
African Studies Group at Rutgers University 
to bring quality in-service programs to all 
schools, including those in urban areas such as 
Newark and Jersey City.  
 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

John Dougherty 
Coordinator of Social Studies 

Academic and Professional Standards 
New Jersey Department of Education 

100 Riverview Plaza, PO Box 500 
Trenton, NJ 08625 

Phone: 609-984-6305 
Fax: 609-292-7276 

E-mail: jdougher@doe.state.nj.us 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education
mailto:jdougher@doe.state.nj.us
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 New Mexico      
Updated: 12/09/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
The New Mexico State Board of Education 
adopted K―12 social studies content 
standards, benchmarks, and performance 
standards in June 2001.  In addition, our 
state statute requires that all 4th, 5th, and 6th 

grade classes must provide instruction in 
social studies, including geography.  Seventh-
grade classes must provide instruction in New 
Mexico history and geography; eighth-grade 
classes must provide instruction in United 
States history.  At the high school level, 
three units of social science are required for 
high school graduation: United States history 
and geography, world history and geography, 
and government and economics. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
New Mexico is changing the assessment 
requirements for students.  There is in place 
a norm-referenced test (NRT) for students in 
grades 3―9 and the results of this 
assessment are counted within the state's 
accountability report. The areas tested under 
the NRT include reading, English language 
arts, mathematics, science, and social science  
(U, M, S).  At the present time (December 
2002), a criterion-referenced test (CRT) is 
being developed, beginning with reading, 
English language arts, and mathematics, at 
grades 4 and 8 (D, M, S).  For the school year 
2002–03, students in grades 4 and 8 will take 
both the NRT and CRT assessments.  Other 
content assessments will be developed at a 
future date.  The New Mexico High School 
Competency Exam (NMHSCE) is a high-stakes 

test that is given to students in the second 
semester of their sophomore year of high 
school.  Public school code requires that no 
student may receive a high school diploma who 
has not passed a state graduation examination 
in the subject areas of reading, English, math, 
writing, science, and social science (U, M, S).  
Beginning with the 1996–97 school year, the 
state graduation examinations on social 
science include a section on the constitution 
of the United States and the constitution of 
No Child Left Behind.  The high school 
assessment is also under revision in 2002–03 
and it will become the New Mexico high 
school standards assessment when completed.  
Again, English language arts, reading, and 
mathematics will be the first sections of the 
new assessment to be developed (D, S). 
 
ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
 
New Mexico has both types of assessments 
(developed and purchased).  The current NRT 
was purchased from CTB/McGraw-Hill for 
grades 3―9. New CRTs are also being 
developed (New Mexico educators, 
department staff, and CTB staff) through 
CTB/McGraw Hill for grades 4 and 8; these 
will be the initial grades tested by CRTs.  The 
current New Mexico High School Competency 
Exam was developed through CTB/McGraw-
Hill with items being developed by New 
Mexico educators, department staff, and CTB 
staff.  A new standards assessment is being 
developed by NCS Pearson and Riverside 
Publishing consultants, New Mexico teachers, 
and state department staff.  The new high 
school standards assessment under 
development will include only language arts 
and mathematics in its first administration.  
Current state statute requires that science 
and social science be included within the high 
school graduation examination. 
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CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    

 
State assessments are changing to align with 
state standards, and this will be the case for 
the revised social studies content standards 
and benchmarks. In addition, the curriculum, 
instruction, and learning technologies unit of 
the state department of education is 
developing a Web page to support standards-
based learning, at http://sde.state.nm.us/cilt, 
with models of lessons to support teachers as 
they implement standards-based classrooms. 
 
PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 
Information is available on the curriculum, 
instruction, and learning technologies page of 
the New Mexico State Department of 
Education web site at 
http://sde.state.nm.us/cilt. 
 

 

KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Moving to a standards-based system that is 
aligned with instructional materials and 
assessments is a key issue for New Mexico. 
As content standards have been revised, the 
alignment with instructional materials and 
assessment revisions has not occurred to the 
extent we would like it to occur.  
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
Pat Concannon 

Education Consultant II 
Learning Services and Indian Education 

New Mexico State Department of Education 
300 Don Gaspar 

Santa Fe, NM 87501-2786 
Phone: 505-827-6525 
Fax: 505-827-6694 

E-mail: pconcannon@sde.state.nm.us 
 

http://www.sde.state.nm.us 
 

http://sde.state.nm.us/cilt
http://sde.state.nm.us/cilt
http://www.sde.state.nm.us
mailto:pconcannon@sde.state.nm.us
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 New York          
Updated: 12/9/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Grade K–6: Social studies syllabi for each  
grade level 
Grades 7 and 8:  United States History and 
New York  
State History 
Grades 9 and 10: Global History and 
Geography 
Grade 11: United States History and 
Government 
Grade 12: Participation in Government  
(one semester) 
Grade 12: Economics, The Enterprise System 
and Finance (one semester) 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
Grade 5: Elementary social studies 
assessment, (U,M,A) administered in 
November of grade 5 assesses K–4 with 
emphasis on grades 3 and 4 
Grades 7 and 8: United States and New York 
State History (U,M,A) 
Grade 9 and 10: Global History and Geography 
(U,M,A) 
Grade 11: United States History and 
Government (U,M,A) 
 
ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
 
All test items (multiple-choice, constructed-
response, and thematic and document-based 
essays) are developed by New York State 
classroom teachers and reviewed by teacher 
committees. 

PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 
Contact the Publications Sales Desk at the 
New York State Education Department at 
518-474-3806 for a catalogue of available 
social studies publications.  Many publications 
and sample state examinations are available 
on our website at 
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/social.html. 
 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      
 
Key issues are concerns about the number of 
state assessments, depth versus breadth of 
content, and component retesting. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
JoAnn Larson  

Supervisor of Social Studies Education 
New York State Education Department 
Curriculum and Instruction, 681 EBA 

89 Washington Avenue 
Albany, NY 12234 

Phone: 518-474-5922 
Fax: 518-473-4884 

E-mail: jlarson@mail.nysed.gov  
 

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/social.html 
 

 

Gary Warren 
Office of State Assessment, 769 EBA 

89 Washington Avenue 
Albany, NY 12234 

Phone: 518-474-3860 
Fax: 518-473-4884 

E-mail: gwarren@mail.nysed.gov  

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/social.html
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/social.html
mailto:jlarson@mail.nysed.gov
mailto:gwarren@mail.nysed.gov
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 North Carolina       
Updated: 09/24/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
o Kindergarten—Self and 

Family/Families Around the World 
o First—Neighborhoods and 

Communities Around the World 
o Second—Regions: Local, State, United 

States, and World 
o Third—Citizenship: People Making a 

Difference 
o Fourth—North Carolina; Geography 

and History 
o Fifth—United States, Canada, Mexico, 

and Central America 
o Sixth—South America and Europe 
o Seventh—Africa, Asia, and Australia 
o Eighth—North Carolina; Creation and 

Development of the State 
o Ninth—World History 
o Tenth—Civics and Economics 
o Eleventh—United States History 
o Twelfth—electives 

 
Comments: 
There is a wide variety of electives from 
which to choose.  The most frequently 
offered in the revised social studies standard 
course of study include African American 
Studies, American Government, American 
Indian Studies, Contemporary Issues in North 
Carolina History, Contemporary Law and 
Justice, Economics, Geography in Action, 
Latino American Studies, Psychology, and 
Sociology. 
 
 

 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
The end-of-grade reading test in middle 
school includes social studies items.  At the 
high school level, civics, economics, and U.S. 
history are currently the tested subjects. 
 
CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    

 
Because of the revised social studies 
standard course of study, as of December 6, 
2001, course offerings, assessments, and 
resources have changed. The revised course 
of study is available at 
http://www.ncpublicschools.org. 
 
PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 
Social studies resources may be purchased 
through the publications division of the North 
Carolina Department of Public Instruction.  
Visit http://www.ncpublicschools.org/ 
publications for more information. 
 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Key issues are civics, active citizenship, global 
studies, teaching about religions, geography 
awareness, North Carolina history, and 
funding. 
 

http://www.ncpublicschools.org
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/
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CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS 
CURRENT CURRICULAR PROJECTS 
Support documents for the new K–12 social 
studies standards, benchmarks, pacing guides, 
workshops, in-services, transitioning from the 
current curriculum to the new curriculum, and 
merging the written curriculum with the 
taught and tested curriculum. 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
Tracey Greggs 

Elementary Social Studies Consultant 
Division of Instructional Services 
Department of Public Instruction 

301 N. Wilmington Street 
Raleigh, NC 27601 
Regular Member 

Phone: 919-807-3836 
Fax: 919-807-3823 

E-mail: tgreggs@dpi.state.nc.us  
 

http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/ 
socialstudies/ 

 
 

Penny Maguire 
Middle School Social Studies Consultant 

Phone: 919-807-3835 
Fax: 919-807-3826 

E-mail: pmaguire@dpi.state.nc.us  
 

Esther Dunnegan 
High School Social Studies Consultant 

Phone: 919-807-3834 
Fax: 919-807-3823 

E-mail: edunnega@dpi.state.nc.us 
 

http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/
mailto:tgreggs@dpi.state.nc.us
mailto:pmaguire@dpi.state.nc.us
mailto:edunnega@dpi.state.nc.us
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North Dakota        
Updated: 02/18/2003 

No information was available at the time of 
publication. 

Social Science Consultant 
North Dakota Department of Public 

Instruction 
600 East Boulevard Avenue, Department 201 

Bismarck, ND 58505-0440 
Phone: 701-328-2260 
Fax: 701-328-2461 

 
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/ 

 
 

http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/
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 Ohio       
Updated: 10/16/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Kindergarten—A Child’s Place in Time and  
    Space 
Grade 1 -  Families Now and Long Ago,  

Near and Far 
Grade 2 -  People Working Together 
Grade 3 -  Communities: Past and Present,  
   Near and Far 
Grade 4 -  Ohio: Its Past, Its Location, Its  
   Government 
Grade 5 -  Regions and People of North  
   America 
Grade 6 -  Regions and People of the World 
Grade 7 -  World Studies from 1000 BC to 

1750: Ancient Civilizations 
through the First Global Age  

Grade 8 -  United States Studies from 1607 
to 1877: Colonization through 
Reconstruction  

Grade 9 - World Studies from 1750 to the 
Present: Age of Revolution 
through the 20th Century  

Grade 10 - United States Studies from 1877  
to the Present: Post-
Reconstruction through the 20th 
Century  

Grade 11 - Political and Economic Decisions  
Grade 12 - Preparing for Citizenship 
 
Comments: 
The course offerings listed above are not 
state requirements.  The sequence of courses 
was used to help organize the writing of state 
standards for social studies.  The standards 
are scheduled for adoption by the state 
board of education in December 2002.  The 
draft standards contain grade-level 
indicators that reflect the construct for the 
given years as indicated by the course titles 
above. 

 
 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
Grade 3 - Diagnostic (to be developed, 

scheduled for implementation in 
2005–06, M)  

Grade 4 -  Proficiency (U, M, S, final 
administration in 2005)  

Grade 4 - Diagnostic (to be developed, 
scheduled for implementation in 
2005–06, M)  

Grade 5 -  Achievement (to be developed, 
scheduled for implementation in 
2005–06, M)  

Grade 6 -  Proficiency (U, M, S, final 
administration in 2006)  

Grade 6 - Diagnostic (to be developed, 
scheduled for implementation in 
2006–07, M)  

Grade 7 -  Diagnostic (to be developed, 
scheduled for implementation in 
2005–06, M)  

Grade 8 -  Achievement (to be developed, 
scheduled for implementation in 
2006–07, M)  

Grade 9 -  Proficiency (U, M, S, final 
administration in 2003, make-ups 
for failing students through 
2006)  

Grade 10 - Ohio graduation test (to be 
developed, scheduled for 
implementation in 2004–05, M) 

 
Comments: 
Ohio’s current proficiency testing program is 
being phased out.  A new assessment program, 
consisting of diagnostic, achievement, and 
graduation assessments, is being planned.  
The new assessments will be based on the 
state standards for social studies scheduled 
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for adoption in December 2002.  The 
diagnostic assessments are to assist school 
districts in identifying students who need 
help in learning the expected content.  The 
achievement and graduation tests are to 
measure student progress to date, and the 
results are to be incorporated as data 
reported on school and district report cards. 
 
ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
 
Ohio’s assessments are developed by testing 
contractors working in conjunction with the 
Ohio Department of Education and review 
committees of teachers, school 
administrators, and community members. 
 
CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    

 
Ohio is scheduled to adopt social studies 
standards in December 2002. These 
standards will form the basis for a new 
assessment program to be used throughout 
the state. The standards will be supported by 
a model curriculum document that will address 
resources, best practices, and sample 
teaching vignettes. 
 
PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 
Publications related to the new social studies 
standards and state assessments are not yet 
available.  As publications become available, 
they will be announced on the Ohio 
Department of Education’s Web site at 
http://www.ode.state.oh.us. 
 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      
 

The key issue facing Ohio’s social studies 
educators is the adoption of new state 
standards for social studies. Although local 
districts are not obligated to write curricula 
based on the standards, the statewide 
assessment program will be based on the 
standards. Whatever local programs are 
instituted, attention will need to be given to 
what will be assessed on the state 
assessments. These assessments not only  
will serve as indicators of what students  
know and can do, but also the results of the 
assessments will inform the conclusions about 
schools and districts shared through local 
report cards. 
 
CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS    
 
A major curriculum project is scheduled to 
begin with the adoption of state social 
studies standards.  The model curriculum for 
social studies must be finished by June 2004.  
This document is meant to complement the 
standards by providing local districts with 
ideas for teaching resources, best practices, 
and possible teaching scenarios. 

http://www.ode.state.oh.us
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
William Muthig 

Consultant 
Curriculum and Assessment 

Ohio Department of Education 
25 South Front Street, Mail Stop 509 

Columbus, OH 43215-4183 
Phone: 614-466-1317 
Fax: 614-995-5568 

E-mail: william.muthig@ode.state.oh.us 
 

http://www.ode.state.oh.us/  
 

Donna Nesbitt 
Social Studies Consultant 

Phone: 614-466-7885 
Fax: 614-728-3058 

E-mail: donna.nesbitt@ode.state.oh.us 
 

Peggy Rentschler 
Social Studies Consultant 

Phone: 614-387-2187 
Fax: 614-728-3058 

E-mail: peggy.rentschler@ode.state.oh.us 
 
 

http://www.ode.state.oh.us/
mailto:muthig@ode.state.oh.us
mailto:nesbitt@ode.state.oh.us
mailto:rentschler@ode.state.oh.us
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 Oklahoma       
Updated: 09/20/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
The Oklahoma State Department of 
Education has identified social studies 
competencies that are centered on the 
attainment of skills and knowledge rather 
than constrained by traditional course 
structures or descriptions. The competencies 
are organized by grade level for grades 1–5, 
by grade level and subject title in grades 6–8, 
and by subject area for grades 9–12 to 
facilitate their use by educators. 
 
The elementary competencies in grades 1–5 
follow the expanding horizons curriculum 
pattern. In grades 6–8 specific competencies 
are defined for each grade (i.e., World 
Studies at grade 6, World Geography at 
grade 7, and United States History: 1760–
1877 at grade 8). The school administrators 
and/or faculty may organize the secondary 
competencies in grades 9–12 in any way they 
want—in traditional and nontraditional ways. 
For example, a high school may offer Social 
Studies I, II, and III, with each level 
offering an integrated approach to content, 
or a school may offer separate social studies 
courses, such as United States History, 
Government, and Geography 
 
While the Carnegie Unit is still utilized, 
especially in grades 9―12, provisions are 
made by schools at different times during the 
school term to accommodate those students 
who are able to demonstrate mastery of the 
sets of competencies in less than the time 
(expressed in Carnegie Units) expected to be 
needed by most students for the completion 
of the sets of competencies. 
 

DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
Students in grades 5 and 8 take criterion-
referenced tests in "United States History, 
Constitution, and Government" and 
"Geography". Students in high school take a 
criterion-referenced test (CRT) in "United 
States History" at the end of instruction; 
students will take this CRT in grade 9, 10, 11, 
or 12, depending upon when the district in 
which they are enrolled traditionally offers a 
course set of competencies called "United 
States History:  1850 - Present."  The tests 
are mandatory, but are not high stakes at the 
present time (2002). 
 
ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPMENT BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES.    
 
Oklahoma's assessments are developed under 
contracts with testing companies with 
significant involvement of classroom teachers 
at every stage of development. 
 
CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    

 
Beginning with the high school graduating 
class of 2003, students must have 
successfully completed three units or sets of 
competencies in social studies.  These units or 
sets of competencies must include one unit of 
U.S. history; one-half unit to one unit of U.S. 
government; one-half unit of Oklahoma 
history; and another one-half unit to one unit, 
which may include but is not limited to the 
following courses: world history, geography, 
economics, anthropology, or other social 
studies courses with content and/or rigor 
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equal to or above U.S. history, U.S. 
government, and Oklahoma history. 
 
PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 
The newly-revised (August 22, 2002) Priority 
Academic Student Skills (PASS) is available 
via the Oklahoma State Department of 
Education Web site at the following URL: 
http://sde.state.ok.us/publ/pass.html 
 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Legislative discussions are alternating 
between increasing and decreasing the 
number of social studies criterion-referenced 
tests for student assessment, especially at 
the elementary school level, in the wake of 
the passage of the No Child Left Behind 
federal legislation. 
 

 
CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS    
 
Working with testing companies on the 
creation and revision of non-secure item and 
test specifications for the five (5) CRTs in 
social studies is underway at present. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
R. Eugene Earsom 
Social Studies Director 

Curriculum/School Improvement 
Oklahoma State Department of Education 
2500 North Lincoln Boulevard Suite 315 

Oklahoma City, OK  73105-4599 
Phone:  405-522-3523 
Fax:  405-521-2971 

E-mail: eugene_earsom@sde.state.ok.us  
 

http://sde.state.ok.us 
 

http://sde.state.ok.us/publ/pass.html
http://sde.state.ok.us
mailto:earsom@sde.state.ok.us
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 Oregon       
Updated: 10/10/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
K―12 instructional program must include 
instruction in Social Science (including 
history, geography, economics and civics). 
 
Grades 9―12 - In grades 9―12, the following 
is required for a diploma:  Social Sciences –3 
units—including history, civics, geography, and 
economics (including personal finance). 
 
Elective Courses (9―12) Most Frequently 
Offered: 
No data systematically collected. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
State knowledge and skills testing of the 
Social Science academic content standards is 
expected to begin in the spring of 2004.  
Students will have to meet an established 
standard of proficiency on the statewide 
assessment in order to have the opportunity 
to earn a Certificate of Initial Mastery.  
Students must meet Certificate of Initial 
Mastery standards in Social Science on either 
the knowledge and skills test or on the work 
sample to have the opportunity to earn a 
Certificate of Advanced Mastery. 
 
ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES.    
 
Test items are written by Oregon teacher 
panels. 
 
 

PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 
A copy of the Oregon Standards newspaper is 
available free on request. Oregon Social 
Science standards and other curriculum 
materials are available on the Oregon 
Department Web Site at 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/cifs/ 
socialsciences. 
 
CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS    
 
Oregon has developed state academic content 
standards in civics, economics, geography, 
history, and social science analysis.  In 
addition, the state is developing performance 
standards and scoring guide(s) to assess 
classroom work samples.  Nearing completion 
is the Social Science Optional Curriculum that 
will provide one model of a year-by-year 
instructional plan for the Oregon Social 
Science standards. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
Andrea Morgan 

Oregon Department of Education 
255 Capitol Street. NE 
Salem, OR 97310-0203 

Phone: 503-378-3600 Ext 2289 
Fax: 503-378-5156 

E-mail: andrea.morgan@state.or.us 
 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/cifs/ 
socialsciences 

 
 
 
 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/cifs/
http://www.ode.state.or.us/cifs/
mailto:morgan@state.or.us
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Pennsylvania 
Updated: 1/14/2003 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION 

 
Primary Education 
 
Planned instruction in social studies (civics 
and government, economics, geography and 
history) to every student every year in the 
primary program. Planned instruction may be 
provided as a separate course or as an 
instructional unit within another course or 
other interdisciplinary instructional activity. 
Planned instruction should correlate to the 
Academic Standards for Civics and 
Government, the Academic Standards for 
Economics, the Academic Standards for 
Geography, and the Academic Standards for 
History in grades 1 through 3. 
 
Intermediate Level Education 
 
Planned instruction in social studies (civics 
and government, economics, geography and 
history) to every student every year in the 
intermediate level program. Planned 
instruction may be provided as a separate 
course or as an instructional unit within 
another course or other interdisciplinary 
instructional activity. Planned instruction 
should correlate to the Academic Standards 
for Civics and Government, the Academic 
Standards for Economics, the Academic 
Standards for Geography, and the Academic 
Standards for History in grades 4 through 6. 
 
Middle Level Education 
 
Planned instruction in social studies (civics 
and government, economics, geography and 
history, including the history and cultures of 
the United States, the Commonwealth and 
the World) to every student every year in the 

middle level program. Planned instruction may 
be provided as a separate course or as an 
instructional unit within another course or 
other interdisciplinary instructional activity. 
Planned instruction should correlate to the 
Academic Standards for Civics and 
Government, the Academic Standards for 
Economics, the Academic Standards for 
Geography, and the Academic Standards for 
History in grades 7 through 9. 
 
High School Education 
 
Planned instruction in social studies (civics 
and government, economics, geography and 
history, including the history and cultures of 
the United States, the Commonwealth and 
the World) to every student every year in the 
high school program. Planned instruction may 
be provided as a separate course or as an   
instructional unit within another course or 
other interdisciplinary instructional activity. 
Planned instruction should correlate to the 
Academic Standards for Civics and 
Government, the Academic Standards for 
Economics, the Academic Standards for 
Geography, and the Academic Standards for 
History in grades 10 through 12. 
 
Comments: 
 
Academic Standards for Civics and 
Government, Academic Standards for 
Economics, Academic Standards for 
Geography and Academic Standards for 
History can be found at: 
http://www.pde.state.pa.us    
 
 

DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
Pennsylvania does not test social studies 
education at the state level. The Rules and 
Regulations on Academic Standards and 

http://www.pde.state.pa.us
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Assessment require each school district to 
design an assessment system to: 
(1) determine the degree to which students 
are achieving academic standards; 
(2) use assessment results to improve 
curriculum and instructional practices, to 
guide instructional strategies and to develop 
future strategic plans; 
(3) provide information requested by the 
Department regarding the achievement of 
academic standards; and 
(4) provide summary information, including 
results of student assessments, to the 
general public. 
 
 

CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED   

 
Since 1993 Pennsylvania has not placed time 
constraints on student learning. Carnegie 
units or clock hours have been eliminated 
within the regulations. The state does not 
require specific courses for graduation. 
Graduation is determined by proficiency on 
meeting the academic standards. 
 

 

KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION 

 
Social studies education in Pennsylvania is 
driven by the academic standards for civics 
and government, the academic standards for 
economics, the academic standards for 
geography and the academic standards for 
history. Pennsylvania will no longer offer a 
comprehensive social studies certificate. It 
will be replaced by a citizenship certificate, 
permitting teachers to offer instruction in 
civics and government, economics, geography 
and history, and a social science certificate, 
permitting teachers to offer instruction in 
anthropology, philosophy, psychology and 
sociology.  
 

CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS   
 

The integration of standards into planned 
instruction. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Jim Wetzler 
Director of Social Studies 

Pennsylvania Department of Education 
Curriculum and Instruction 

333 Market Street, 8th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17126-0333 

Phone: 717-783-1832 
Fax: 717-783-3946 

E-mail: jwetzler@state.pa.us 
 

http://www.pde.psu.edu/ 
 

http://www.pde.psu.edu/
mailto:jwetzler@state.pa.us
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Rhode Island       
Updated: 12/12/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Under 16-22-2 and 16-22-10, General Laws of 
Rhode Island, the Generic Standards in Social 
Studies Curriculum, as outlined in RI's Basic 
Education Program (BEP), revised in March, 
1989, states: "There shall be a social studies 
program, K - 12, which shall provide 
coursework in: principles of popular and 
representative government; Rhode Island 
History and Government; US History and 
Government; and operation of voting machines 
(grade 12). Rhode Island's General 
Curriculum, Basic Education Program:  "All 
students must complete at least 16 units in 
Grades 9 - 12 inclusive, to graduate from high 
school. Among the 16 units shall be: 4 units in 
English; 2 units in social studies (to include a 
unit in U.S. History and Government); 2 units 
in mathematics; 2 units in science; and 6 units 
elective." 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
State Testing in Social Studies in Rhode 
Island is L (local decision only). Although some 
Rhode Island school districts (e.g., the 
Providence School Department) administer 
the Stanford 9 or other standardized 

instruments that contain a social studies 
component, few of these districts, if any, 
currently administer the socials studies 
component of such testing instruments. 
 
There is no plan to include social studies in 
Rhode Island's State Assessment program in 
the foreseeable future. 
 
 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Key issues are a lack of resources for 
professional development in standards-based 
instruction and curriculum revision in social 
studies; reading in the content areas; and 
making the link among social studies, literacy 
and numeracy. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
Faith Fogle 

State Social Studies Coordinator 
Rhode Island Department of Education 

Office of Instruction 
255 Westminster Street 

Providence, RI 02903-3400 
Phone: 401-222-4600 ext 1-2133 

Fax: 401-222-6667 
E-mail: ffogle@ride.ri.net 

 
http://www.ridoe.net/ 

 

http://www.ridoe.net/
mailto:ffogle@ride.ri.net
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 South Carolina       
Updated: 09/27/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
The United States and the Constitution 1 unit 
Economics 1/2 unit 
American Government 1/2 unit 
 
One additional unit required from this list: 
Global Studies/World History 
Global Studies/World Geography 
Law-Related Education 
Psychology 
Sociology 
Civics 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
Palmetto Challenge Achievement Tests 
(PACT) 
 
Grades 3 - 8 tested in the 4 core areas 
(English/Language Arts, Math, Science, and 
Social Studies) 
 
S, V (this spring for social studies), M 
 
The test for social studies will be in place 
this year. It is a high-stakes test. Students 
not scoring “basic” must have a student-
assisted learning plan completed and 
remediation provided for the next year in all 
4 core subject areas. 
 
High School: 
Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test - Exit 
Exam 
D, S, M 
No additional information available at this 
time. 

 
Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test - end of 
course – U.S. History D, S, M.  No additional 
information available at this time. To be 
implemented Fall 2006. 
 
ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES.    
 
PACT is developed by the state with 
questions purchased from other sources and 
the use of the Comprehensive Social Studies 
Assessment Project (CSSAP) materials. 
 
CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    

 
We will revise our standards starting in 
summer 2003. 
 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
As with every other state, money, time, and 
federal mandates have the largest impacts on 
social studies education. The omission of 
social studies as a part of the No Child Left 
Behind legislation will have a big impact. 
However, because social studies is included in 
our state’s Education Accountability Act, it is 
still a part of the core subject area. 
 
CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS    
 
Planning for the standards rewrite. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
James Bryan 

Office of Curriculum and Standards 
Education Associate: Social Studies 

South Carolina Department of Education 
1429 Senate Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-734-0322 
Fax: 803-734-6142 

E-mail: jbryan@sde.state.sc.us  
 

http://www.state.sc.us/sde/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.state.sc.us/sde/
mailto:jbryan@sde.state.sc.us
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South Dakota        
Updated: 02/18/2003 

No information was available at the time of 
publication. 

Social Studies Consultant 
South Dakota Department of Education 

700 Governors Drive 
Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-6400 
Fax: 605-773-3782 

 
http://www.state.sd.us/state/executive/deca/  

 

http://www.state.sd.us/state/executive/deca/
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 Tennessee       
Updated: 09/27/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
According to Rules, Regulations, and Minimum 
Standards set by the Tennessee State Board 
of Education, the K - 12 social studies 
program shall consist of "a combination of 
knowledge, attitudes, and skills designed to 
help students participate as effective 
citizens in society." The content is derived 
from culture, economics, geography, 
governance/civics, history and individuals, 
groups, and interactions.   Additionally, the 
social studies contain communication, 
historical research, historical reasoning, and 
problem solving process standards which are 
applicable K - 12. 
 
Grade Content Emphasis: 
 
Kindergarten - Self, home, school,  
Grade 1 - Community 
Grade 2 - State 
Grade 4 - Early American and Tennessee 
History to the Civil War 
Grade 5 - American and Tennessee History 
from the Civil War 
Grade 6 - Early World History  
Grade 7 -Tennessee and World Geography 
Grade 8 - American and Tennessee History 
to Reconstruction 
 
Grades 9 - 12: 
"The social studies program in grades 9 - 12 
must include one unit in United States history 
from Reconstruction, including a study of the 
United States Constitution and the 
Tennessee Constitution offered in the junior 
or senior year. Also required for graduation is 
a semester of Economics and a semester of 
United States Government, a full year of 
either World Geography or World History.   

 
 
Elective Courses (9 - 12): 
Contemporary Issues, Modern History, 
Psychology, Sociology,  Early American 
History, War Between the States, 
Anthropology, African American History, 
Leadership and Civics. 
 
Comments: 
View the curriculum and assessment pages at 
http://www.state.tn.us/education/ci/cistanda
rds.htm. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
Grades 2 - 8 (U, M,) McGraw-Hill CTB, which 
includes social studies sub-test.   
(M) end-of-course High School American 
History 2003 (but not high stakes) until 
2003. 
Grades 2 - 8 (D, M) Social Studies test with 
both norm- and criterion-referenced portions. 
Testing company not yet selected. 
 
ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES.    
 
As of 2004, the state social studies 
assessment will include 40 items per year. Of 
these 40 items, 20 will be criterion-
referenced questions as written and reviewed 
by Tennesseans. In addition to our curriculum 
available online, we added a comprehensive 
assessment portion to be used with testing 
and ongoing classroom activities. 
 
CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    

http://www.state.tn.us/education/ci/cistanda
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We are moving from a norm-referenced test 
matched to a grade cluster to a grade-by-
grade curriculum with both norm- and 
criterion-referenced items. 
 
PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     

 
Visit http://www.state.tn.us/education/ci/ 
cistandards.htm 
 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
The recent non-funding of testing in the area 
of social studies by the U.S. Department of 
Education’s No Child Left Behind presents a 
financial burden to Tennessee to test every 
year as does testing in science, mathematics, 
and language arts. Currently, social studies 
teachers must fight for instructional time. 
 
In addition, Tennessee state government is 
chronically under funded. This results in many 
programs, including those in the social 
studies, being discontinued. 

CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS    
 
The department is currently writing 
additional curriculum frameworks for African 
American History, Tennessee History, 
Contemporary Issues, Early American 
History, Modern History, Contemporary 
Issues, and Anthropology. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
Michelle Davidson Ungurait 

Tennessee Department of Education 
Andrew Johnson Tower, 5th Floor   

710 James Robertson Parkway 
Nashville, Tennessee 37243 

Phone: 615-741-5273 
Fax: 615-532-8536 

E-mail: Michelle.Ungurait@state.tn.us 
 
http://www.state.tn.us/education/ci/cistanda

rds2001/ss/cisocialstudies.htm 

http://www.state.tn.us/education/ci/
http://www.state.tn.us/education/ci/cistanda
mailto:Ungurait@state.tn.us
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 Texas       
Updated: 12/11/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Mandatory: 

Kindegarten: Basic social studies concepts 
Grade 1: Home, school, and community 
Grade 2: Community, state, and nation 
Grade 3: Impact of the individual 
Grade 4: Texas in the Western 
Hemisphere 
Grade 5: United States Studies 
Grade 6: Contemporary World Societies 
Grade 7: Texas Studies 
Grade 8: U.S. Studies through 
Reconstruction 

Mandatory with no specific grade level:  
(9 - 12): 

World Geography or World History 
(usually grades 9 and 10) 
U.S. History since Reconstruction (usually 
grade 11) 
Economics/ Government (1 semester each 
usually in 12th grade) 

Electives: 
Sociology 
Psychology 

Electives, with topics/content largely 
determined by Local Education Agencies 
(LEAs): Special Topics Research Methods 
Advanced Studies 
 
Comments: 
Although the state does not require four 
years of Social Studies for graduation, most 
districts do have that requirement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
M: Grades 8, 10, 11. Passing Grade 11 test will 
be a diploma requirement beginning in 2004  
  
Comments: 
First year for these tests will be 2003 
 
ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES.    
 
Texas has a contract with a test development 
firm, but also has an assessment division that 
works closely with the test developers. 
 
CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    

 
Curriculum revision is not yet scheduled, and 
it may not occur for another three to eight 
years.  
 
PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     

 
Full documentation can be found 
http://www.socialstudies.tea.state.tx.us. 
 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Key issues are No Child Left Behind, funding 
and a lack of assessment at the elementary 
school level. 

http://www.socialstudies.tea.state.tx.us
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CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS    
 
Ongoing Curriculum/Assessment correlations- 
curriculum study/implementation projects are 
taking place in Texas. 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
George Rislov 

Director, Social Studies 
Curriculum and Professional Development 

Texas Education Agency 
1701 North. Congress 

Austin, TX 78701-1494 
Phone:  512-463-9580 
Fax:  512-463-8057 

E-mail: grislov@tea.state.tx.us 
 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/tea/curric.html 
 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/tea/curric.html
mailto:grislov@tea.state.tx.us
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 Utah       
Updated: 09/23/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Kindergarten Self, Family, and School 
Grade 1   The Neighborhood 
Grade 2  Our Community 
Grade 3  Environment and Indigenous  
    Communities 
Grade 4 Utah Studies, Prehistory to 

Statehood 
Grade 5 U.S. History and Government, 

and Overview 
Grade 6 Ancient World Civilizations 

and European Influence 
Grade 7 Utah Studies, Statehood to 

Today, .5 credits, Utah 
Studies .5 credits Gifted Utah 
Studies 1.0 credits 

Grade 8 United States History I, 
Prehistory  to 1877, 1.0 credit, 
United States History I, 1.0 
credit, Gifted United States 
History, 1.0 credit 

Grade 9 Geography for Life, .5 credit, 
Geography for Life, .5 credit, 
Gifted Geography for Life, 1.0 
credit 

 
Grades 10 through 12 

 
World Civilizations, .5 credit 
World Civilizations X, .5 credit 
United States History II, 1877 to the 
 Present, 1.0 credit 
Government and Citizenship, .5 credit 
AP Government and Politics: Comp .5 
 credit 
AP Government and Politics: US  .5 credit 
AP U.S. History 1.0 credit 
AP World History 1.0 credit  
 

Elective Grades 8 through 12 

Civics .5 
School government .5 
Macro Economics .5 
Micro Economics .5 
Sociology .5 
Psychology .5 
Political Science .5 
Anthropology .5 
AP Macro Economics .5 
AP Micro Economics .5 
AP European History 1.0 
AP Human Geography 1.0 
AP Psychology 1.0 
 
Comments: 
Elective classes are designed for students to 
learn more content. Gifted classes are 
designed for deeper content using 
differentiated teaching strategies. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
Utah will not be testing Social Studies in the 
near future. It will be reviewing procedures. 
 
CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    

 
May 2002 saw Utah with new core curriculum in 
elementary and secondary social studies classes. 
In 2002–2003 professional development will be 
given to teachers statewide on teaching the 
core curriculum through seminars, classes and 
district in-service. 
 
PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     

 
State Core Curriculum can be found at 
http://www.usoe.k12.ut.us or 
http://www.uen.org. 
 

http://www.usoe.k12.ut.us
http://www.uen.org
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KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Key issues are writing core guidelines for 
elective social studies course offerings and 
providing professional development on the new 
core curriculum. 
 
Money problems, which are delaying 
assessment of the core curriculum, means 
that many teachers feel that social studies is 
not important. 

 
CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS    
 

o Professional Development of the core 
curriculum. 

o Writing guidelines for elective social 
studies coarse offerings.  

o Professional Development funds from 
the Department of Education for the 
development of a Teacher Academy 
for in-depth, cross-curricular teacher 
training in social studies and language 
arts, using a variety of teacher 
strategies.  

 
GENERAL COMMENTS 

 
Social studies in the state received a $3 -  
million grant from the United States 
Department of Education.  Social studies 
education has changed because of the 
professional development that this grant has 
provided. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Paul Puzey 
Social Studies Specialist 

Curriculum 
Utah State Office of Education 

250 East 500 South 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111 
Phone:  801-538-7742 
Fax:  801-538-7769 

E-mail: ppuzey@usoe.k12.ut.us  
 

http://www.usoe.k12.ut.us/curr/soc.st/ 
 

http://www.usoe.k12.ut.us/curr/soc.st/
mailto:ppuzey@usoe.k12.ut.us


Council of State Social Studies (CS4) Consultants  
National Survey of State Requirements, Course Offerings and Assessment in Social Studies 82 

 Vermont       
Updated: 10/25/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
There are no mandatory course offerings.  
Schools are expected to provide students 
with learning experiences that will lead to all 
students mastering the "Fields of Knowledge" 
Standards in the Vermont Framework, 
including those listed as History/Social 
Sciences standards. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
There is no state testing in Social Studies at 
this time. 
 
CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED   

 
The Vermont Framework of Standards and 
Learning Opportunities was last revised, Fall 
2000.  That revision incorporated the most 
recent changes to the History/Social 
Sciences section, changes adopted by State 
Board of Education action in 1999. 
 
 
 

PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 

The Vermont Framework of Standards and 
Learning Opportunities is available on-line 
through the Vermont Department of 
Education’s website at 
http://www.state.vt.us.edu/ 
 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      
 
No Child Left Behind's focus on reading and 
mathematics assessment (and science, 
somewhat later) at all grade spans statewide 
is impacting Vermont’s efforts to improve 
social studies curriculum, instruction and 
assessment practice.  No Child Left Behind 
Act compliance is drawing state and local 
educators' attention and resources. 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Alice Evans 
NAEP State Coordinator 

Standards and Assessment 
Vermont Department of Education 

Assessment Unit, 4th floor 
120 State Street 

Montpelier, VT 05673 
Phone: 802/828-5892 
Fax:  802/828-3146 

E-mail: aevans@doe.state.vt.us 
 

http://www.state.vt.us.edu/ 
 

http://www.state.vt.us.edu/
http://www.state.vt.us.edu/
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 Virginia       
Updated: 11/04/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
o Kindergarten through Grade 3 - 

Introduction to History and Social 
Science 

o Virginia Studies  
o United States History to 1877 
o United States History: 1877 to the 

Present 
o Civics and Economics 
o World History and Geography to 1500 

A.D. 
o World History and Geography: 1500 

A.D. to the Present 
o World Geography 
o Virginia and United States History 
o Virginia and United States 

Government 
 
Comments: 
All courses contain components on history, 
geography, civics, and economics, except 
Civics and Economics and Virginia and United 
States Government, which do not have 
geography components. Virginia public school 
divisions have the flexibility to design their 
curriculum and may organize the above 
courses to meet the needs of their school 
division, with the exception of kindergarten 
through grade 3, which is prescribed. A 
cumulative exam is offered in grade 3 and at 
the completion of each of the above courses, 
with the exception of Virginia and United 
States Government. 
 
Required for graduation 
World History and Geography to 1500 A.D., 
World History and Geography: 1500 A.D. to 
the Present, and World Geography are 
elective courses. A student pursuing a 
standard diploma must take and pass three 

history social science courses.  Students 
pursing an advanced studies diploma take and 
pass four history and social science courses. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
Standards of Learning assessments are 
required at grade 3, upon the completion of 
Virginia Studies, grade 8 (includes United 
States History to 1877, United States 
History: 1877 to the Present, and Civics and 
Economics), and upon completion of each 
World History to 1500 A.D., World History: 
1500 A.D. to the Present, World Geography, 
and Virginia and United States History. 
Beginning in school year 2003 - 2004, the 
cumulative grade 8 test will be separated into 
end-of-course exams. Students are required 
to earn a specified number of verified credits 
(earned by passing the course and the 
accompanying Standards of Learning test) for 
graduation. 
 
That number is determined by the type of 
diploma the student pursues. For example, to 
earn a standard diploma a student graduating 
in 2004 will be required to earn 1 history and 
social science verified credit. A student 
earning an advanced studies diploma would be 
required to earn 2 verified credits. 
 
ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
 
Virginia contracts with a testing service to 
develop its tests. Test questions and test 
format must be approved by the Virginia 
Department of Education prior to 
administration. 
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CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    

 
Virginia has a seven-year revision cycle for its 
standards. Social studies was last revised in 
2001. 
 
PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     

 
o Our standards can be found at 

http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/ 
Instruction/historysol2001.pdf  

o Our curriculum framework can be 
found at 
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/ 
Instruction/History/ 
histframework2001.pdf  

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Betsy Barton 
Specialist 

Elementary History and Social Science 
Virginia Department of Education 

P.O. Box 2120 
Richmond, VA 23218 

Phone: 804-225-3454 
Fax:  804-786-1703 

bbarton@mail.vak12ed.edu 
 

http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Instruction/
Elem_M/K-5HSS.html 

 

Dr. Beverly Thurston  
Specialist  

International Education, History and the 
Social Sciences  

 Phone: 804-225-2893  
Fax: 804-786-1597  

 bthursto@pen.k12.va.us   
 

http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Instruction/
History/ 

 
Colleen Bryant  

Specialist 
History and the Social Sciences   

Phone: 804-786-4640  
Fax: 804-786-5466   

 cbryant@mail.vak12ed.edu 
 

http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Instruction/
History/sechistory.html 

 
 
 
 

http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Instruction/
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Instruction/
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Instruction/
mailto:bbarton@mail.vak12ed.edu
mailto:bthursto@pen.k12.va.us
mailto:cbryant@mail.vak12ed.edu
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 Washington       
Updated: 11/26/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Districts are controlled locally as to their 
curriculum.  The minimum state requirements 
for high school graduation include one credit 
for U.S. History and its constitution, one half 
credits for Washington State History and its 
constitution, and one credit for Contemporary 
World Problems.  Otherwise it is up to the 
district to direct additional credits in the 
social studies. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
D for benchmark one, two and three level 
test in social studies.  We hope to have a 
decision in early 2003 as to mandated tests 
and/or locally controlled classroom based 
assessment.  At the state level, we are 
developing both.  State tests are mandatory 
in school year 2007 - 2008 
 
ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
 
Through the state assessment leadership 
team, we are in developing a social studies 
assessment system that includes classroom-
based assessments as well as state tests. 
 
CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED   
 
Changes have only occurred at the local level. 
 

PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 

Related publications and documents can be 
found on the following web site 
athttp://www.ospi.k12.wa.us. 
 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      
 
Key issues are fiscal problems and the lack of 
a state curriculum. The state legislature is  
$2 billion in the hole, and legislators are 
strongly thinking about curtailing education 
reform in the state. Social studies is one of 
three subjects that are now being developed 
and that may get cut. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Caleb Perkins 
Office of the Superintendent of Public 

Instruction 
Teaching and Learning 

P. O. Box 47200, Old Capitol Building 
Olympia, WA 98504-7200 

Phone: 360-725-6351 
Fax: 360-725-6017 

E-mail: cperkins@ospi.wednet.edu  
 

http://www.k12.wa.us/curriculuminstruct/Soc
Studies 

athttp://www.ospi.k12.wa.us
http://www.k12.wa.us/curriculuminstruct/Soc
mailto:cperkins@ospi.wednet.edu
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Washington, D.C.        
Updated: 10/29/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION 

 
Social Studies-Pre-K to Grade 3, U.S. 
Geography-Grade 4, American History-Grade 
5, Eastern Hemisphere Geography-Grade 6, 
Western Hemisphere Geography-Grade 7, 
D.C. History and World Geography-Grade 9, 
World History- Grade 10, American History-
Grade 11, American Government-Grade 12.  
(required courses ― 3 1/2 credits are needed 
for graduation ― grades 9―12) 
 
Kindergarten - Home, School and the World 
Around Us: Families and Neighborhoods, “Now 
and Long Ago,” stories, myths, fables, and a 
sense of self and time. 
Grade 1 - Our Neighborhood and Beyond -- 
Communities, Now and Long Ago.  Stories, 
myths, and fables, plus the study of famous 
lives and holidays as a way to get more sense 
of chronology. 
Grade 2 - Our Expanding Community: 
Communities and Cities, Now and Long Ago. 
Kinds of communities, hunting and gathering, 
agricultural, and commercial – and cities – 
ancient, medieval (walls and castles) and 
modern times. 
Grade 3 - Washington, D.C. and Other Large 
Cities: Our City - People and Events Shaping 
It, including the site for a capital, its plan, 
leaders, the monumental and the residential 
city.  Likenesses and differences to other 
large cities. 
Grade 4 - United States Geography: The 
Human and Physical Geography of North 
America, including states, cities and regions 
of the United States, Ice Age migrations and 
Native American life prior to European 
arrivals. 
Grade 5 - United States History: The United 
States History to 1800, from the earliest 
European explorations to colonization, The 

American Revolution, U.S. Constitution, and 
parties and politics (coordinated with 
American Literature, art, and architecture 
where possible). 
Grade 6 ― Eastern Hemisphere Geography 
World Cultures: World Cultures, Geographic 
and Historical development. Emphasis on the 
Eastern Hemisphere (Africa, Asia, Europe) 
from human origins through early and classical 
ancient civilizations. 
Grade 7 - Western Hemisphere Geography: 
Geography with a focus on the Western 
Hemisphere, including cultures of pre and 
post Colombian, Central and South America. 
Grade 8 - United States History: United 
States History and Geography from 1800 to 
1900, starting with a review of the U.S. 
Constitution (coordinated with American 
literature, art, music and architecture where 
possible). 
Grade 9 - District of Columbia History and 
Government ― District of Columbia: Its 
History, Geography, People and Society, 
Economy, Politics and Government, Special 
Role and Culture as the Capital City (includes 
global influences).  
Grade 9 - World Geography: World 
Geography with a close look at how geography 
impacts world cultures 
Grade 10 - World History  
Grade 11 - United States History: United 
States History and Geography from 1900 to 
the Present (coordinated with American 
literature, art and architecture where 
possible). 
Grade 12 - American Government: United 
States and Comparative World Governments. 
 
ELECTIVES 
 
Grades 9―12 - Ancient and Medieval History, 
Constitutional Law 
Grades 10-12 - Comparative Religions 
Grades 10-12 - Latin American Studies 
Grades 10-12 - African Studies, Asian 
Studies, Middle Eastern Studies 
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Grade 11 - Advanced Placement United 
States History 
Grades 11-12 - Advanced Placement 
Comparative Government and Politics, Law, 
Street Law, Economics, African-American 
History, Psychology, Sociology 
Grade 12 - Advanced Placement Government 
and Politics, World Problems/Contemporary 
Issues 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
State testing has not been instituted in 
Washington, D.C. 
 
CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED   

 
We are reviewing course offerings. Decisions 
have not been made regarding changes in 
course offerings.  
 
PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS   

 
Standards documents are on the District of 
Columbia Public Schools website.  Revised 
documents will be ready for distribution after 
the first of the year (2003).  

 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION 

 
Key issues are teacher preparation, teacher 
content knowledge and teaching strategies. 
Other issues are insufficient time to teach 
social studies in elementary school, teachers 

teaching the correct course of study and the 
use of standards. 
 
CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS 

 
Updating and revisions of standards.  Pacing 
charts, performance descriptors, sample unit 
and lesson plans are being added to the 
curriculum document.  Preparation and 
institution of end-of-the course examinations.  
Professional development for social studies 
teachers (content and pedagogy). 

 
GENERAL COMMENTS 
 
Washington DC Public Schools is a 2002 
recipient of a United States Department of 
Education American History grant ($997,900) 
over three years.  The grant was developed 
with American University.  Training of 135 
teachers, grades 5, 8, and 11 will begin this 
school year and continue throughout the 
extent of the grant.  Different teachers will 
be trained each year until the total has been 
achieved.  Teachers will earn 6 graduate 
credits and receive stipends.  Training 
includes history content and pedagogy. The 
U.S. Capitol Historical Society and the 
Washington Historical Society will also 
partner in the training of these teachers. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Roceal Duke 

Social Studies Content Specialist 
District of Columbia Public Schools 

Academic Services 
8 th floor, 825 North Capitol Street, N.E.  

Washington, DC 20002 
Phone: 202-442-5646 
Fax: 202-442-5602 

E-mail: roceal.duke@k12.dc.us  
 

mailto:duke@k12.dc.us
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 West Virginia       
Updated: 10/01/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Kindergarten  Social Studies 
Grade One  Social Studies 
Grade Two  Social Studies 
Grade Three  Social Studies 
Grade Four  United States History 
Grade Five  United States History 
Grade Six  Selected Regions of the 

World 
Grade Seven  World Geography 
Grade Eight  West Virginia Studies 
Grade Nine  United States Studies to 1900 

(1 credit graduation 
requirement)  

Grade Ten World Studies to 1900 (1 
credit graduation 
requirement)  

Grade Eleven  Twentieth, Twenty-First 
Centuries Studies (1 credit 
graduation requirement)  

Grade Twelve  Civics  
(1-credit graduation 
requirement beginning with 
freshman class of 2004)   

This is a recent policy change. Electives 
required to be offered: Geography, 
Civics/Government, and Economics 
 
Comments: 
New content standards and objectives 
effective July 2003 
 
Grade Twelve, Civics (1 credit graduation 
requirement beginning with freshman class 
2004). This is a recent policy change. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 

 
D=Grade Three, Social Studies 
D=Grade Four, United States History 
D=Grade Five, United States History 
D=Grade Six, Selected Regions of the World 
D=Grade Seven, World Geography 
D=Grade Eight, West Virginia Studies 
D=Grade Nine, United States Studies to 1900 
(1-credit graduation requirement)  
D=Grade Ten, World Studies to 1900 (1-
credit graduation requirement)  
D=Grade Eleven, Twentieth/Twenty-First 
Centuries Studies (1-credit graduation 
requirement) 
 
Comments: 
This is the last year of the norm-referenced 
SAT 9 test. 
 
In 2004 a new criterion-referenced test will 
be given in grades 3―8.  End-of-course tests 
are in the development stage for high school 
courses. 
 
ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
 
The state is working with CTB/McGraw Hill to 
develop a criterion referenced state test 
that aligns with the new content standards 
and objectives. 
 
CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    
 
West Virginia is in a change mode of new 
content standards and objectives and new 
tests. This will require intense staff 
development. No Child Left Behind will drive 
the state in the months ahead. 
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PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 

All information is on the West Virginia 
Department of Education Website. The web 
address in http://wvde.state.wv.us. 
 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      
 
Social studies is the child left behind. The No 
Child Left Behind Act does not mention social 
studies, and this will likely have a major 
impact on curriculum, teacher training and 
money. 
 

 
CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS 
 
I am happy that Social Studies has been 
included in the development of the New 
Standards and Objectives and the new test. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Sharon Flack 
Office of Instructional Services, 

Coordinator - Social Studies 
West Virginia Department of Education   

1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Building. 6, 
Room 330 

 Charleston, WV 25305 
Phone: 304-558-7805 
Fax: 304-558-0459 

E-mail: sflack@access.k12.wv.us  
 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/ 
 

http://wvde.state.wv.us
http://wvde.state.wv.us/
mailto:sflack@access.k12.wv.us
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 Wisconsin       
Updated: 9/25/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
The requirements are that:  

1. grades kindergarten through eight 
include instruction in the history, 
culture, and tribal sovereignty of the 
federally recognized American Indian 
tribes and bands located in the state 
in at least 2 grade levels and in at 
least one grade level in grades 9―12. 

2. three credits of social studies that 
incorporate instruction in state and 
local government for high school 
graduation. 

 
The following course offerings are NOT 
required. 
 
Pre-K to Grade 3 
The scope and sequence for these grades 
starts with the study of people (including 
self) and places related to the family and 
community and concepts that children can 
understand.  Television and the Internet have 
greatly expanded children's knowledge of the 
world, so the curriculum should address the 
five strands geography, history, political 
science and citizenship, economics and 
the behavioral sciences of the standards in 
relation to the world children experience 
directly by making connections to their 
community and the larger world children 
experience through travel or technology. 
 Grades 4 ― 5  
The study of Wisconsin and the United 
States are usually taught in these grades.  
The study includes the five strands 
geography, history, political science and 
citizenship, economics and the behavioral 
sciences of social studies and may combine 
the study of the state and nation during both 

years in a chronological or thematic 
curriculum. 
 Grades 6 ― 8  
The scope and sequence of the curriculum in 
these grades varies.  The five strands 
geography, history, political science and 
citizenship, economics and the behavioral 
sciences are often studied with a focus on 
cultural perspectives, global connections, 
Eastern and Western hemispheres and 
ancient and medieval history and the United 
States and citizenship.   
Grades 9 ― 12  
The scope and sequence of the curriculum in 
these grades varies greatly among school 
districts. The five strands geography, 
history, political science and 
citizenship, economics and the behavioral 
sciences of social studies may be met in 
varied course content and sequences. Often 
one strand is selected as the main focus with 
the other strands integrated where they best 
fit.  It is up to the local district curriculum 
committee and teachers to identify where 
and when each of the standards is included.  
The High School Graduation standards 
require the study of local and state 
government. It is important that all students 
have the opportunity to study all of the 
Wisconsin Model Academic Standards for 
Social Studies. 
  
Advanced studies outside the scope of the 
standards can be offered and include 
philosophy, world religions, current events, 
service-learning, and advanced placement 
courses. 
 
Comments: 
The purpose of standards-led curriculum, 
assessment, instruction and assessment is to 
help students reach higher levels of 
achievement crucial to the healthy 
development of the child, the community, and 
the nation. The early introduction and 
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continuous study of social studies concepts is 
important. Social studies knowledge, skills and 
attributes must be developed starting at the 
elementary level. The foundation must be 
structured throughout the K―12 school 
years.  It is impossible to move on to higher 
levels of intellectual thought and application 
if basic knowledge and skills have not been 
introduced in the earlier grades.  The 
selection of curriculum content, concepts, and 
skills and the use of curriculum integration 
must be carefully designed at the elementary 
level.  It is important that all teachers in 
each school district have knowledge of the 
full spectrum of social studies programming, 
curriculum content, and concept development.  
One of the greatest benefits of moving to 
standards-led education continues to be the 
increased communication and collegiality 
among educators and between the educators 
and members of the community. Articulation 
between grade levels about content, concepts, 
and courses is critical to raising the overall 
level of achievement in social studies 
programs. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
Grades 4, 8, and 10 are required to take the 
Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts 
Examinations.  Currently the Terra Nova 
Tests from CTB/McGraw Hill are being used.  
The results of these tests determine 
adequate yearly progress and help identify 
schools in need of improvement. 
 
ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
 
The Terra Nova Tests have been customized 
to assess Wisconsin Model Academic 
Standards in Social Studies. 

 
PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     

 
1. Curriculum Planning in Social Studies 

© 2001 
2. Learning About Wisconsin: Activities, 

Historical Documents, and Resources    
Related to the Wisconsin Model 
Academic Standards in Grades 4-12 © 
1999 

3. Lessons in Labor History © 2001 
4. Teaching Character Education Using 

Children's Literature © 2001 
 

KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      
 
A key issue is the lack of financial resources 
for professional development. Another key 
issue is teaching and learning structured 
around national assessments, college 
assessments and other assessments that do 
not stress active, lifelong participatory 
knowledge and skills. 
 
CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS 
 

1. Financial Education ― Using 
Governor's Task Force 
recommendations 

2. Democracy Education ― Using Civics 
Action Task Force recommendations 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 

125 South Webster Street 
PO Box 7841 

Madison, WI 53707-7841 
Phone: 608-266-2364 
Fax: 608-266-1965 

 
 http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/dlsis/cal/ 

caltss.html 
 

http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/dlsis/cal/
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 Wyoming       
Updated: 12/16/2002 

 
COURSE OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      

 
Three units of credit in social studies are 
required to graduate from high school in 
Wyoming. 
 
Comments: 
There are 48 school districts that are 
governed by their school boards; they 
determine social studies offerings. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF STATE TESTING IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES        
Code: (U = in use; D = in development; M = mandated; L = 
local decision; A = available; S = secure) 
 
There is no mandatory social studies testing. 
 
ASSESSMENT IS DEVELOPED BY THE 
STATE OR PURCHASED FROM TESTING 
COMPANIES OR OTHER SOURCES    
 
Assessments are developed by the local 
school districts from purchases made or in-
house curriculum teams. 
 
CHANGES IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE 
OFFERINGS, ASSESSMENTS, OR 
RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED OR ARE PLANNED    
 
By 2004 there will be a geography 
requirement to graduate from a Wyoming 
high school. 
 
PUBLICATIONS/DOCUMENTS     
 
In July 2002, the Wyoming Social Studies 
Content and Performance Standards were 
evaluated and a new draft was made.  These 
standards can be found on the Wyoming 

State Department of Education’s website 
http://www.k12.wy.us/  
 
KEY ISSUES IMPACTING SOCIAL 
STUDIES EDUCATION      
 
Local control by school districts impacts 
social studies. The low unit requirement for 
high school graduation (three units) is an 
issue. There is a wide range of courses that 
are categorized as social studies (e.g., foreign 
languages are considered social studies). 

 
CURRENT CURRICULUM PROJECTS 
 
"Journey Through Wyoming" is an interactive 
electronic class that was piloted in the spring 
of 2002 for 4th graders.  More than 350 
students in 15 pilot sites were involved.  The 
State Department of Education has funded a 
second year with plans to involve not only 4th- 
grade classrooms but 8th-grade classrooms 
and in e-classes about history, geography, 
economic, culture, problem-solving, and other 
areas. 
 
GENERAL COMMENTS 
 
Because there are 48 local school districts, it 
is difficult to assess course offerings.  Both 
of the current statewide assessment tools 
only address literacy and math achievement. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Sherry Tavegie 
Project Director 

Social Studies Education Information Center 
University of Wyoming 

206 Arts and Sciences Building 
Laramie, WY 82071 

Phone: 307-766-3213 
Fax:  307-766-3294 

wga@uwyo.edu 

http://www.k12.wy.us/
mailto:wga@uwyo.edu



