Lieutenant Commander Katie Williams currently serves as the Assistant Chief of Inspections at Sector San Francisco, CA. As an Advanced Journeyman Marine Inspector, she oversees all inspections of domestic and foreign vessels in this strategic port, which experiences over 12,000 vessel transits per month, in addition to facility inspections. She provides technical leadership, supports marine safety and security missions, and mentors and oversees the training of future Marine Inspectors.
Previously, Lieutenant Commander Williams served as the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Branch Chief and the Vessel Security Division Chief at the Coast Guard Marine Safety Center. In her role as OCS Branch Chief, she managed all engineering plan reviews, including structural and stability assessments, for floating OCS facilities, liftboats, portable accommodation modules, and innovative projects such as the first Jones Act-compliant self-elevating wind turbine installation vessel. As Vessel Security Division Chief, she was responsible for the review and approval of approximately 700 vessel security plans annually.
Prior to her assignment at the Marine Safety Center, Lieutenant Commander Williams served as the Port State Control Branch Chief at Sector Boston, MA. As a Journeyman Marine Inspector, she ensured that foreign-flagged vessels complied with domestic and international laws, overseeing the safe operation of more than 1,100 foreign vessels each year, including cruise ships carrying over 450,000 passengers in New England’s largest port. She also ensured the secure and safe operations of foreign vessels importing oil, chemicals, and liquefied natural gas (LNG), which delivered 50% of the region’s energy needs.
Before her time at Sector Boston, Lieutenant Commander Williams was a Marine Safety Engineer at the Office of Design and Engineering Standards at U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters. In this capacity, she coordinated with industry and third-party organizations to develop and implement design and engineering standards for the construction and inspection of commercial vessels, with a particular focus on human factors in ship design.
From June 2012 to August 2015, Lieutenant Commander Williams served as an Apprentice Marine Inspector at Sector Mobile. There, she conducted safety and security inspections, ensuring compliance with U.S. and international regulations related to vessel manning, lifesaving, firefighting, pollution prevention equipment, and navigation safety, thereby ensuring vessels’ fitness for route and service.
Lieutenant Commander Williams was commissioned as an Ensign after graduating from the United States Coast Guard Academy in 2012, where she earned a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering. She also holds a Master of Science in Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering and a Master of Science in Industrial and Operations Engineering from the University of Michigan.

