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Ship to Shore Connector (SSC) SITREP
Captain Christopher P. Mercer

Amphibious Warfare Program Manager (PMS 377)
Program Executive Office, Ships
The Ship to Shore Connector (SSC) is the replacement platform for the aging U.S. Navy Landing Craft, Air Cushion (LCAC) vehicles.  SSC is an evolutionary design improvement over LCAC for the purpose of offloading and transfering a variety of systems, equipment, cargo, supplies and personnel within the seabase to and across the beach.  The SSC Design is the first USN Government led ACV Design in over 20 years.
CAPT Mercer was born into a Navy family in Misawa, Japan and was raised in parts of Maine, Florida, Hawaii, and Maryland.  He graduated from Maine Maritime Academy in 1988, with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Marine Engineering.  Upon graduation, he received his commission in the United States Navy through the Academy’s NROTC Unit. From January 1989 through May 1992, CAPT Mercer served in USS HARRY W HILL (DD 986) as Auxiliaries Officer, Communications Officer, and Main Propulsion Assistant.  He deployed to the Middle East Force with the USS RANGER Battle Group, participating in both Desert Shield and Desert Storm.  From May 1992 through May 1994 CAPT Mercer served as the commissioning Main Propulsion Assistant in USS CURTIS WILBUR (DDG 54).  CAPT Mercer was subsequently selected for lateral transfer to the Engineering Duty Officer Community and ordered to the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey California. He graduated in 1996 with a Masters of Science Degree in Electrical Engineering and Total Ship Systems Engineering. From 1997 through 1999, he served as a Ship Repair Project Manager at the Supervisor of Shipbuilding, Conversion and Repair, Portsmouth, Virginia.  Following his qualification as an Engineering Duty Officer, CAPT Mercer was selected as the first Strategic Sealift Post Delivery Program Manager’s Representative taking both lead ships, USNS WATSON (T-AKR 310) and USNS BOB HOPE (T-AKR  300), from delivery to initial deployment.  CAPT Mercer then served on the staff of the Commander in Chief, U.S. Atlantic Fleet as the Hull, Mechanical and Electrical Branch Head and Ship Material Condition Readiness Officer. In 2001, he was ordered to Naval Sea Systems Command, where he served as the Integrated Power Systems (IPS) Project Officer for the Future Destroyer Program, DD(X), and as the NAVSEA 05 Total Ship Power Division Officer. CAPT Mercer was principally responsible for the design, development, construction, and testing of the DDG 1000 IPS land-based Engineering Development Model and ship system designs.  CAPT Mercer also served as Executive Assistant, Deputy Commander for Ship Design, Integration and Engineering, NAVSEA 05.  In 2005, CAPT Mercer reported to PEO Ships and served as the Production Officer for the LPD 17 Class Shipbuilding Program where he managed the construction of the first ships of the class. CAPT Mercer was principally responsible for the testing and delivery of the lead ship USS SAN ANTONIO (LPD 17) and USS NEW ORLEANS (LPD 18). In 2007, he reported to PEO Ships where he served as the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) Production, Test and Post Delivery Director and was responsible for the construction, testing, trials and delivery of the lead ships FREEDOM (LCS 1) and INDEPENDENCE (LCS 2). CAPT Mercer reported as the Program Manager, (PMS 377) Amphibious Warfare Program Manager in May 2010.  CAPT Mercer’s awards include the Meritorious Service Medal (three awards), the Navy Commendation Medal (three awards), the Navy Achievement Medal (two awards), Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon (two awards), Battle Efficiency Ribbon (two awards), National Defense Service Medal (two awards), Southwest Asia Service Medal (two bronze stars), Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Sea Service Deployment Ribbon and two Kuwait Liberation Medals. CAPT Mercer is married to Sherry Renee Mercer of Rockville, Maryland.  They have two children, Christopher Drew (17) and Carly Renee (15).  They reside in Waldorf, Maryland.

Thursday, 9 September 2010

BAE Systems Conference Room, First Floor

80 M Street, SE, Washington, DC

1130
Reception and sign in




MENU
1200
Luncheon and presentation


Sandwiches, chips and soft drinks
- Luncheon Fee: $5.00 members*.  Please make reservations by 1200 on Tuesday, 7 September 2010.
Non-members: $10.00; Full-time engineering students free; * members of either ASNE or SNAME.
RESERVATIONS

To:  Andy Rolle
Fax: 202-203-6305
Phone: 202-203-6365
E-Mail: andreas.rolle@baesystems.com 
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