On Saturday, March 12th the California Maritime Academy (CMA) SNAME Student Section toured Napa Valley Marina (Picture 1). This privately owned marina is only a short 20 mile drive from the CMA campus in Vallejo. Napa Valley Marina, located in Napa, California is one of the San Francisco Bay Area’s premier marinas with haulout, storage, repair, and chandlery facilities.
CMA cadets were given a private tour by the marina’s owner, Tom Giovanonni (Picture 2). Since 1957, the Giovannoni family has been serving the boating public and boat-operated businesses providing: fiberglass repair, blisters & dry rot removal, LP urethane painting, shaft & prop repair, gel coat repair, caulking & carpentry services, shrink wrapping, and complete mast repair. Both Tom Giovanonni and his brother, Dan, now own and manage the marina and continue to expand with improvements, including dry storage and state-of-the-art haulout equipment.
The marina is relatively new and innovative. The ideal year-long warm Californian weather makes its dry-dock storage very attractive to many vessel owners. CMA cadets also took the opportunity to discuss how the economic recession of 2009-2010 had affected small craft ownership in California. Mr. Giovannoni explained that because of the marina’s prime location, his business saw no change in revenue. 

The highlight of the tour was a close-up inspection of David Vann’s aluminum trimaran (Picture 3).  The “Tin Can,” as coined by SF reporters, is an aluminum hulled trimaran designed to circumnavigate the globe. David Vann, an amateur sailor, set out on a goal to build a 50-foot boat for under $25,000 and sail it solo around the world. His trip, however, was cut short when he was towed into Santa Cruz after discovering cracked welds on one of his crossbeams. Mr. Vann is currently in talks with Mr. Giovannoni to use the marina’s facilities to redesign the boat. He plans to modify the ship’s crossbeams and curve the flat-bottom hull in order to alleviate the forces acting on the hull. CMA cadets were thrilled to be shown the causes of the ship’s fractures and discuss ways to remedy some of the design faults. 
Overall, the tour was an insightful look into the leisure yacht industry. 
Picture 1: Napa Valley Marina

Picture 2: Starting from the left: Tanesha Harris (civilian-FET student), Tom Giovanonni (Owner of Napa Valley Marina), Piotr Orzechowski (Cal Maritime’s SNAME Student Section Chair).

Picture 3: Piotr Orzechowski next to David Vann's aluminum trimaran.

Picture 4. The home-made trimaran, built by David Vann, sails under the Golden Gate Bridge. (Image courtesy Peter Lyons, Lyons Imaging)

