The February meeting of the Northern California section of SNAME was held at the campus of the California Maritime Academy.  To take advantage of this special campus, tours were provided of the bridge and engine room simulators and of the Training Ship Golden Bear, guided by senior cadets.  The meeting itself took place in the lobby of the campus auditorium and was catered by campus dining services.  Although located relatively farther away from population centers in Vallejo, CA, the meeting attracted a larger than average crowd, including students and section chairs (past and present), who were admitted free.  
The keynote speech was given by a faculty member, Chief Engineer Bill Davidson and it focused on the training ship and its new testing platform for ballast water treatment systems.  This testing platform is a major system itself, with much new hardware installed in the TSGB engine room in order to deliver ballast water to either a control tank or a treatment tank and overboard to scientifically test the ballast water treatment system’s ability to kill invasive species.  Chief Davidson discussed the functions and operation of the system along with special challenges he faced as a marine engineer working alongside biologists.
