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2019 SNAME Arctic Section Luncheon Series 
 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 
 

Film Screenings: High Arctic Challenge & Freighter to the Frontiers 
(Films on the PWA Hercules in the High Arctic) 

 

Film Maker: Denny Ranson 

Screening courtesy of 
Stuart Russell 

Livingstone Range Consulting Services Ltd. 
Retired PWA Hercules Pilot 

 

THE FILMS 
 

Both films are circa 1969, combined run time approx. 50 mins. High Arctic Challenge showcases the Pacific 

Western Airlines Hercules supporting Elf Oil drilling their first Arctic wells. Freighters to the Frontiers 

showcases the Pacific Western Airlines Hercules supporting Pan Arctic Oils as they planned the drilling 

operation that turned into 177 wells drilled at the top of the Canadian High Arctic. Some overseas projects 

with the Herc are included.  

High Arctic oil and gas drilling utilized PWA Hercules aircraft to move and resupply the rigs. Many wells were 

drilled in the high Arctic islands from 1962 to 1987, and most of them were moved by aircraft using both land 

airstrips and offshore ice runways. * Stu reminds us that Dan Masterson was involved in designing the ice drilling 

platforms and the runways that were used to move the rigs, equipment, camps, and fuel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIOGRAPHIES 
 

The film copy is provided to us by Stuart Russell, retired 

PWA Hercules pilot. Stuart was part of the PW crews that 

flew a total of six Hercules freighters into more than 108 

countries around the world. These aircraft flew over 

90,000 air hours and 26 million miles, and carried more 

than 800,000 tons of outsized cargo and bulk fuel 

shipments world wide 
 

Ranson Photographers was formed in 1949 in Edmonton, 

Alberta, by Denton (Denny) C. Ranson. Ranson 

Photographers focused initially on industrial and 

commercial photography. The company expanded to 

include commercial, portrait, wedding and aerial 

photography. In 1953, Ranson Photographers branched 

into filmmaking, producing documentary motion pictures. 

High Arctic Map  
(in Stu’s basement) shows 
the runways he flew into 
(red = land, blue = ice). 
They are only a fraction of 
the total Arctic runways of 
which all but the 
community airports are 

now gone. PWA Hercules 

Denny Ranson on the 
job, Resolute Bay, 

1972 

Stuart Russell at Hercules 
Canada Reunion 2019 
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