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ABSTRACT 
 

After drilling a number of exploratory wells in the high Arctic, Panarctic Oils Ltd 
experienced a 200 MMCFD gas blowout and fire on their well on King Christian Island 
in 1970. This DVD was prepared mainly from 16mm film taken at that time, describing 
the planning and procedure to kill the burning well by pumping 60,000 bbl. of seawater 
in the dead of an Arctic winter. All planning and operations were conducted by local 
Canadian personnel 
 
 

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHY 
 

Len Maier completed high school and one year of liberal arts at Notre Dame College in 
Sask., then studied petroleum engineering at the University of Alberta. He graduated at 
the top of his class in 1956. After working for Halliburton Services during the summer 
periods, upon graduation he continued working for them in various engineering and 
management positions throughout Canada. Transferred to Singapore in 1982, he then 
managed their Far Eastern operations. China had just opened up to the west, so 
negotiation, education and administration was a major challenge, requiring many trips 
there over several years.   
 
He transferred to the U.S. in 1987 and promoted to Vice President of International 
Operations, in charge of company operations in 56 countries.  He was the first non-
American to become an officer of Halliburton. In 1993 he returned to Calgary to consult 
for small Canadian oil producing and service companies with interests in international 
operations. He retired several years ago.  
 
Len is a member of APEGGA and SPE. He has worked on various technical committees, 
and is a past member of the Technical Advisory Board of SAIT and past Director of 
Junior Achievement. He is a director of the Petroleum History Society. 
 


