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ABSTRACT 
 

Alberta is now hampered by not having direct access to the sea and by having to use 
pipelines across jurisdictions where opponents can stop, delay, or render uneconomic 
such infrastructure. The Arctic Energy Gateway is a possible solution, which considers 
going north to access marine tankerage routes that will travel through seasonally  ice-
covered waters. Canatec studied the feasibility of Alberta exporting bitumen blend from 
the oil sands north to the Beaufort Sea coastline and from there, by ice-class tankers, to 
world markets in the Asia-Pacific region and the Atlantic coasts. 
 

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHY 
 

Expertise 
 Administration of a cold regions services firm comprising multi-

disciplinary professional personnel. 
 Study of regional sea-ice regimes. 
 Satellite image data acquisition planning. 
 Sea-ice interpretation from satellite and airborne imagery. 
 Management of field ice information installations. 
 Operational ice forecast production and delivery. 
 Design and execution of training programs. 

 
Experience 
 Gained practical sea-ice reconnaissance and analysis experience during nine years with Dome 

Petroleum’s Beaufort Sea oil exploration program.  Experience included management of satellite 
image acquisitions and initiation of an airborne synthetic aperture radar system for all-weather ice 
reconnaissance.  

 Worked for two years as an independent consultant in ice matters before joining Canatec Consultants 
Ltd. which provided ice consulting and engineering services to offshore oil operators, public agencies 
and offshore oil operators in the Canadian Arctic, Chukchi Sea, Sea of Okhotsk, and Caspian Sea.  

 In 2001, assumed management of a new, restructured company, Canatec Associates International Ltd. 
The new company has maintained and strengthened its experience base in existing work areas through 
the building up of an integrated team of professionals.  

 Personal achievements have been the establishment of a partnership with the Danish Meteorological 
Institute to manage an ice charting office in Kazakhstan, personal on-site management of the 
Kazakhstan facility, organizing satellite image acquisition plans for Beaufort Sea marine seismic 
support, and carrying out daily ice forecasting duties for operations in the Sea of Okhotsk (Russia).  

 Languages are English and French 
 


