
 

The Arctic Island Adventure and Panarctic Oils Ltd 

The story of oil and gas exploration in the Arctic Islands of Canada and in the Sverdrup Basin of that 

region is largely the story of Panarctic Oils Limited. Panarctic was incorporated May 27, 1966 by 

Federal Letters Patent and operations started in 1968 with the first seismic work. J.C. Sproule of 

Calgary was a major force behind its formation. The company was an industry/government consortium 

established to explore for oil and gas in the Canadian Arctic Islands, with up to 37 companies 

participating. Panarctic drilled 150 wells over an area measuring some 850 by 1200 km. The most 

northerly well was located approximately 80°45’ N on Ellesmere Island and the most southerly well was 

at 72°40’ N on Prince of Wales Island. 38 of these wells were drilled offshore from floating ice platforms 

in water depths of up to 600m. The presentation will summarize the significant achievements over 

Panarctic’s history from inception to 1986 when operations ceased. 

 

Denis Baudais 

 

Denis Baudais was a Drilling Engineer and Manager of Engineering with Panarctic Oils Ltd  from 1971  

to 1986. Denis has a B.Sc. in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Saskatchewan. He 

coordinated and supervised special projects including the design and construction of a Hercules 

transportable land drilling rig for high Arctic drilling with a depth rating of 7500 m. He provided drilling 

engineering for the deepest well drilled to date in the North West territories. Denis was responsible for 

the maintenance and operation of three subsea drilling systems utilized to drill wells from floating ice 

platforms in up to 550m water depths by providing guidance to subsea technicians during annual 

overhauls and solving functional problems during the drilling operation. 34 offshore wells were drilled 

with these systems. He was project Manager for the first under ice well completion in the Arctic ocean 

(Drake F-76) and supervised several Canadian and international consulting firms that were employed to 

design the subsea wellhead and pipeline system. 
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Dan has 39 years of experience in offshore and onshore civil and structural engineering for the oil and 

gas industry. 

Dan has broad experience in structure design, transportation by pipeline and shipping, including 

pipeline design and ship transit analysis, and large-scale testing, often involving the field management 

of large projects in difficult, remote locations. He has designed a variety of equipment for Arctic uses, 

including large-scale hydraulic equipment for ice testing, and ice force measurement panels.  

Dan has B.A.Sc., M.A.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees in civil engineering, and is the author or co-author of 100 

technical publications.   

 


