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Chris Hill, President of Canatec Associates International Ltd., today announced the delivery to 
the Arctic Coring Expedition 2004 (ACEX) of the third high resolution satellite image ordered 
since the start of the expedition.  The ACEX operating area lies 240 km from the North Pole and 
1700 km north of Russia’s Siberian coast.  Acquisition of the image, by Canada’s RADARSAT 
spacecraft, began at approximately 4:17 pm MDT (22:17 Universal Time), 30th August 2004.  
The image product was turned around in 4 hours. 

Canatec is responsible for providing tactical and strategic ice information to ACEX.  Canatec 
Vice President/Ice Scientist, Dr. Roger Pilkington and Dr. Arno Keinonen, of AKAC Inc., 
Victoria, B.C., are stationed on the Expedition’s flagship, the Swedish icebreaker Oden.  They 
provide round-the-clock tactical ice monitoring of the local ice conditions.  Wide area strategic 
ice reconnaissance by satellite is coordinated from Canatec’s Calgary office. 

Canatec’s experience with the ACEX project over the past two weeks has confirmed two very 
important concepts: 

1. The capability of delivering high information content files to very remote user sites via 
restricted communications channels. 

2. The sustained operation of a moored vessel, with adequate icebreaking support, in a near 
total concentration of moving polar pack ice. 

ACEX 2004 is an international research effort aimed at recovering sea-bed sediment cores from 
the Lomonosov Ridge, a range of subsea mountains extending from Greenland to central Siberia, 
Russia.  The cores recovered by ACEX 2004 represent a valuable source of climatic data which 
will help climate change researchers to reconstruct the past 50 million years of the earth’s 
changing climate.  The entire field operation is being conducted from three polar icebreakers:  
Oden (Sweden), Sovietskiy Soyuz (Russia/CIS), and Vidar Viking (Norway), the last named 
serving as the expedition’s coring vessel. 

Canatec Associates International Ltd. is headquartered at the Alastair Ross Technology Centre in 
Calgary’s University Research Park.  The Company specializes in the study and monitoring of 
sea-ice world wide. 
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