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William W. “Bill” Edgerton, P.E. is a Principal with the firm of McMillen Jacobs 
Associates, headquartered in San Francisco, California.  From 1999 through 2011 he 
served as President, directing strategic planning, business development and 
administration, while acting as the Principal-in-Charge and working in a technical 
capacity on various underground projects.   From 2009 through 2016 he served as the 
Manager of Tunneling for DC Water’s $2.6 billion Clean Rivers Project in Washington, 
DC, and from 2017 through early 2019 he was the Construction Manager for Metro’s 
construction management consultant on the $1.4 billion Purple Line Extension, 
Segment 2, design-build subway tunnel in Los Angeles.   

From 2013 through 2015 he served as the Chair of the Executive Committee for the 
Underground Construction Association, a division of SME; and was on the SME Board 
from 2015 to 2018.  For the past 17 years he has served as an ASCE program evaluator 
for civil and construction engineering programs on behalf of the Accreditation Board 
for Engineering and Technology (ABET).  He previously served on the board of directors 
of the Dispute Resolution Board Foundation. In 2002 he was recognized by the AUA as 
the Outstanding Individual in the Underground Industry at the North American 
Tunneling Conference.  

In 2008, he edited Recommended Contract practices for Underground Construction as 
published by SME, and has authored numerous technical articles on procurement 
practices.   In 2010 he received the Outstanding Achievement Award from Tufts 
University, and in 2012 received the Golden Beaver Award for Engineering.  He is a 
member of the Moles, and in 2015 he was inducted into the National Academy of 
Construction. He holds a BS in Civil Engineering from Tufts University, an MBA in 
Procurement and Contracting from George Washington University, and holds PE 
licenses in seven states. 
 

Joe Henderson is a chemistry, biology and geology teacher by training 

with a B.S. Degree in Chemistry and Biology from Bemidji State 

University.  After teaching high school for a short period in the Bemidji 

and Red Lake high schools his career took a new direction when he took 

a job working for the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  Joe worked in 

environmental review, permitting, and compliance and enforcement for 

the MPCA at a technical, supervisory and managerial level for more than 

20 years before moving to the Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources.  Joe has worked in the DNR Division of Lands and Minerals for 

the last 8 years where he has been the Assistant Director for Mine 

Permitting and Coordination and now for the last 2 years the Division 

Director.  The division is split into two sections — lands and minerals. 

These sections have different types of work but collaborate daily to 

accomplish their respective goals.  Joe leads a group of Lands and 

Minerals employees who use their expertise in law, science, geology, 

engineering, industry, and real estate to meet critical public needs. 

 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lands_minerals/index.html
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Professor Tadd M. Johnson, Esq. is the University of Minnesota’s first 

Senior Director of American Indian Tribal Nations Relations. In this 

role, he serves as the liaison between the entire University of 

Minnesota system and the regional Tribal Nations. An enrolled 

member of the Bois Forte Band of Chippewa, Professor Johnson 

served as a tribal attorney for more than 30 years, but has also served 

as a tribal court judge, a tribal administrator, and is a frequent 

lecturer on American Indian history and Federal Indian Law.  He spent 

five years with the U.S. House of Representatives, ultimately 

becoming staff director and counsel to the Subcommittee on Native 

American Affairs. In 1997, President Clinton appointed Professor 

Johnson to chair the National Indian Gaming Commission. Professor 

Johnson earned his B.A. from the University of St. Thomas and his law 

degree from the University of Minnesota.  He has served as a faculty 

member of the National Judicial College and has served on the Board 

of the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce. He is currently on the Board 

of the Native Governance Center; serves as Director of the Tribal 

Sovereignty Institute; and is on the Board of Trustees of the Udall 

Foundation. 

Jeff Udd has worked with the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

for 20 years. He is currently the manager of the Industrial Water 

and Mining Section, which covers water permitting and compliance 

and enforcement activities for industrial facilities throughout the 

state. He also serves as the Regional Manager for the Duluth Office. 

Prior to joining the MPCA, he worked as a process engineer for 

Cargill in Ohio and Nebraska. Jeff has a BS in Chemical Engineering 

from the University of Minnesota – Duluth. 

 

https://umra.umn.edu/news/2021-09-umra-am
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/regulations/mining-and-mpca

