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Values

If the map becomes the territory then we will be lost

<p>"Many publishers – including Wiley, Taylor and Francis, IEEE, and IOP – already use a third party manuscript service called ScholarOne. ScholarOne integrates the iThenticate service which produces reports of what percentage of a manuscript has already been published. Journal editors have the option to set what extent a paper can make use of a researcher’s prior work, including their thesis. Manuscripts that exceed these set thresholds can be automatic
https://librarian.aedileworks.com/2019/03/03/if-the-map-becomes-the-territory-then-we-will-be-lost/</p>

Bill To Bring Libraries To NYC Jails Faces Opposition From The Correction Department

“On Tuesday, the City Council’s Criminal Justice Committee heard testimony on Councilmember Daniel Dromm’s bill, Int. 1184, that requires the Department of Correction to provide access to the library for all incarcerated people within 48 hours of entering the jail system. The Department would be required to report on the number of books they receive, the source of those books and, if books are censored, the reason for the censorship.”
http://gothamist.com/2019/02/27/nyc_jails_books.php

Privacy
“The first complete human genome sequence was published in 2003, after a 13-year international effort that involved hundreds of researchers and cost $2.7 billion. Since then, sequencing technology has gotten faster and much less costly. At the same time, the advent of supercomputing centers that can analyze and compare millions of genomes has turned the mountain of raw genomic data into a motherlode of invaluable information. National agencies, huge corporations, and tiny startups all are vying to amass the biggest and best
collections of genomes and discover their marketable secrets. In 2017, investment in genomics businesses topped $3” billion.https://news.psu.edu/story/560655/2019/02/26/research/whose-genes-are-they-anyway

Archives

Canadian province digitizing centuries-old trading post records to mark Manitoba 150

“The Hudson’s Bay Company Archives (HBCA), which is part of the Archives of Manitoba, is getting help from The Hudson’s Bay Company History Foundation for a mass digitization project, one of the first Manitoba 150 projects.

HBCA is digitizing over 1000 reels of microfilm copies of pre-1870 trading post records, making them available to the world online.

The records include post journals, accounts and district reports that provide information about the history of the fur trade, North American exploration and the development of Canada as a country.

“They provide a real snapshot into life here in Canada hundreds of years ago. You can get a real sense of Indigenous voice for example and these records continue to be used for land tenor rights and hunting rights even today,” said Quarry.”
https://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/province-digitizing-centuries-old-trading-post-records-to-mark-manitoba-150-1.4317365

Research

Research Tool: American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) State Immunization Information System

“The AAFP has developed a web-based map that displays immunization rates and exemption laws in all 50 states, D.C., Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and Guam. In addition, our searchable IIS Registry database provides state-by-state regulations for immunization registries across the U.S. These tools provide immunization data that can help family physicians identify populations that may be at risk of vaccine-preventable diseases like measles and pertussis (whooping cough), determine what additional resources and/or programs
are needed to increase immunization rates, determine how immunization exemptions affect their state immunization rates, and advocate for stronger immunization legislation in their communities.”
https://www.aafp.org/patient-care/public-health/immunizations/registry.html

Freedom of Information

Deloitte Launches FOIA-Processing Software

“One of FOIA’s perennial head-scratchers is why agency FOIA offices seem able to search for and review only hundreds of pages of documents a month for release – even when under court order – when existing eDiscovery tools allow lawyers to review tens of thousands of pages of records in a comparable amount of time. Deloitte has launched a new FOIA-processing software based on eDiscovery tools for its government clients as a possible solution to this imbalance.”

https://unredacted.com/2019/02/28/deloitte-launches-foia-processing-software-foia-shows-interior-dept-issued-thousands-of-oil-drilling-safety-waivers-and-more-frinformsum-2-28-2019/
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Archives:

Online Oral Histories of the Manhattan Project

“’Voices of the Manhattan Project’ is a joint project by the Atomic Heritage Foundation and the Los Alamos Historical Society to create a public archive of our oral history collections of Manhattan Project veterans and their families. The Manhattan Project was a great human collaboration. Participants included recent immigrants who fled anti-Semitism in Europe, young men and women straight from high school or college, and numerous Hispanics, Native Americans, and African-Americans. Some 125,000 people worked in secret
locations in communities developed by the government for the sole purpose of the project. Most surprisingly, very few knew that they were working on an atomic bomb.”

“Launched in October 2012, this website captures the stories of Manhattan Project veterans and their families. Thanks to grants from the Crystal Trust, Department of Energy-NNSA, Institute of Museum and Library Services, the Kerr Foundation, and the M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust, the Atomic Heritage Foundation and the Los Alamos Historical Society are digitizing and transcribing our oral history collections and adding the interviews to this website. We hope that in time others will add to these oral histories. Our goal is to
provide a sense of both the commonality and diversity of the Manhattan Project experience for scholars, students and the public. There are many ways to search this site. In addition to the search bar and the filters used to organize by location and subjects (which are intended to emphasize important themes), you can also click on ‘tags’ to find out more about a specific topic on the oral history and location pages. For example, the location page for Metallurgical Laboratory includes a tag for Enrico Fermi. Click on the tag, and all the
key pages on this website discussing Fermi will pop up…”

https://www.manhattanprojectvoices.org/oral-histories/

How Do You Preserve History On The Moon? : NPR

“Historic preservationists are hoping that the upcoming 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing this summer will persuade the United Nations to do something to protect Neil Armstrong’s footprints in the lunar dust. Some of his boot marks are still up there, after all, along with other precious artifacts from humanity’s first steps on another world. Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin left behind tools and science equipment, a plaque that read, “We came in peace for all mankind,” and the U.S. flag, which has likely been bleached
white by five decades of harsh ultraviolet light.”

https://www.npr.org/2019/02/21/696129505/how-do-you-preserve-history-on-the-moon

Libraries:

Drag queen story hour in America’s Bible Belt

“Drag queen story hours – events where drag performers read to children – are moving out of the big cities and coming to conservative southern US states.”

“A group of drag queens stand in a small room at the back of a public library in South Carolina, their bright outfits in contrast with the beige walls.”

“Children file in and quickly scan the larger-than-life characters before turning their attention to running around and playing.”

“‘There are five drag queens walking around this room and not one kid has walked up to us and said “you’re so weird”,’ says drag queen Rylee Hunty. “Kids exist in their own fantasy world and we fit into that.'”

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-47203976

Obama Library to Depart From Status Quo, Signs of Life for Central FOIA Portal, and More: FRINFORMSUM 2/21/2019

For Better or Worse, The Obama Library to Depart From Status Quo

“The National Archives and Records Administration has released its agreement with the Obama Foundation that outlines how the Foundation’s plan to depart from the traditional NARA-run presidential library model – in favor of digitizing all of Obama’s 30 million unclassified paper records – will comply with the Presidential Records Act.”

“While all of Obama’s unclassified documents will be released through both the New Obama Library website and the NARA catalog, there will be no research library on site. This change has prompted concerns that presidential scholarship may suffer, and begs questions about what this model could mean for future presidents unconcerned with preserving ‘nonpartisan public history,’ according to the New York Times.”

Obama Library to Depart From Status Quo, Signs of Life for Central FOIA Portal, and More: FRINFORMSUM 2/21/2019

Books and Reading:

‘I can’t even look at the cover’: the most disturbing books

“From hiding from a copy of The Exorcist to being unnerved by the likes of Shirley Jackson, Stephen King and Iain Banks, here are The Guardian Reader’s most alarming reading experiences”

https://www.theguardian.com/books/booksblog/2019/feb/21/i-cant-even-look-at-the-cover-the-most-disturbing-books

How to Read 80ish Books a Year (And Actually Remember Them)

“Reading is a skill that once you’ve learned, you probably don’t spend much time trying to get better at. (Not all that different from, say, breathing.) And yet, many of us don’t have to look far to see signs that there’s plenty of room for improvement. We only read at the end of the day—and only for the three minutes between cracking open a book and falling asleep. We’re halfway through about nine books. And our bookshelves are littered with titles that we remember reading but don’t exactly remember anything about.”

https://www.gq.com/story/how-to-read-good

Research:

The Stanford Open Policing Project

“Currently, a comprehensive, national repository detailing interactions between police and the public doesn’t exist. That’s why the Stanford Open Policing Project is collecting and standardizing data on vehicle and pedestrian stops from law enforcement departments across the country — and we’re making that information freely available. We’ve already gathered 130 million records from 31 state police agencies and have begun collecting data on stops from law enforcement agencies in major cities, as well. We, the Stanford Open
Policing Project, are an interdisciplinary team of researchers and journalists at Stanford University. We are committed to combining the academic rigor of statistical analysis with the explanatory power of data journalism.”

https://openpolicing.stanford.edu/

What’s the Weather Like on Mars? NASA has a site for that

Weather Report at Elysium Planitia – “This plot is being updated daily throughout the duration of the InSight mission. The plot shows the latest three sols (Martian days) of weather data at InSight’s landing site near the equator of Mars. Time runs along the bottom of the plot with the most recent data at the right. Numbers along the bottom show hours of local time at the InSight lander (Local True Solar Time, based on Sun angle). Lighter and darker vertical bands indicate daytime and nighttime at the lander, respectively. The
corresponding Earth time is also shown at the top of the plot, in Coordinated Universal Time (UTC). All data points are one-hour averages of the calibrated data from the spacecraft.”

https://mars.nasa.gov/insight/weather/
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Public Policy:

A Look at Past and Future Climate Change in Less Than a Minute

Two new videos visualize how drastically global temperatures have changed since 1900 — and how much worse they will get by the end of this century. The data visualizations, created by Antti Lipponen, a research scientist at the Finnish Meteorological Institute, depict 200 years of climate change in each of the world’s 191 countries in less than a minute.

“‘Rapid global warming really exists, has been global in the past, and has affected all the countries in the world,’ Lipponen told Yale Environment 360. “Unfortunately, the future does not look different — temperatures will continue rising rapidly and all countries will be affected by climate change.'”

https://e360.yale.edu/digest/a-look-at-past-and-future-climate-change-in-less-than-a-minute

National Emergencies: Constitutional and Statutory Restrictions on Presidential Powers

“When a president threatens to exercise the power to declare a national emergency, our system of checks and balances faces a crucial test. With President Trump threatening such a declaration in order to build his proposed physical border wall, that test could be an important one that could quickly implicate your right to privacy and a transparent government.”

“EFF has long tangled with governmental actions rooted in presidential power. From mass telephone records collection to tapping the Internet backbone, and from Internet metadata collection to biometric tracking and social media monitoring, claims of national crisis have often enabled digital policies that have undermined civil liberties. Those policies quickly spread far beyond their initial justification. We have also seen presidential authorities misused to avoid the legislative process—and even used to try to intimidate courts and
prevent them from doing their job to protect our rights.”

“So when the President threatens to use those same emergency authorities to try paying for a border wall after Congress has refused, we watch closely. And so should you.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2019/02/national-emergencies-constitutional-and-statutory-restrictions-presidential-powers

Open Access:

Public Knowledge Applauds Bill Eliminating Paywalls from Public Court Records Access

“Yesterday, Representatives Doug Collins (R-GA) and Mike Quigley (D-IL) introduced the ‘Electronic Court Records Reform Act’ (ECRRA) to remove any and all paywalls on public court records. Currently, users must pay to obtain public court records through the Public Access to Court Electronic Records (PACER) system. The ECRRA would guarantee free public access to these records through PACER by waiving all fees. Furthermore, the bill would also mandate updates to the PACER system, including a search function for
court documents.”

https://www.publicknowledge.org/press-release/public-knowledge-applauds-bill-eliminating-paywalls-from-public-court-records-access#When:17:58:00Z

Technology:

The Secret History of Women in Coding

“Computer programming once had much better gender balance than it does today. What went wrong?”

“As a teenager in Maryland in the 1950s, Mary Allen Wilkes had no plans to become a software pioneer — she dreamed of being a litigator. One day in junior high in 1950, though, her geography teacher surprised her with a comment: “Mary Allen, when you grow up, you should be a computer programmer!” Wilkes had no idea what a programmer was; she wasn’t even sure what a computer was. Relatively few Americans were. The first digital computers had been built barely a decade earlier at universities and in government
labs.”

The technology behind OpenAI’s fiction-writing, fake-news-spewing AI, explained – MIT Technology Review

The language model can write like a human, but it doesn’t have a clue what it’s saying.

Last Thursday (Feb. 14), the nonprofit research firm OpenAI released a new language model capable of generating convincing passages of prose. So convincing, in fact, that the researchers have refrained from open-sourcing the code, in hopes of stalling its potential weaponization as a means of mass-producing fake news.

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/612975/ai-natural-language-processing-explained/

We should gene-sequence cave paintings to find out more about who made them

Standard archeological techniques can’t determine whether the prehistoric artists were hunter-gatherers or farmers. Analyzing the paintings’ surfaces with techniques from biology offers much more information about howStandard archeological techniques can’t determine whether the prehistoric artists were hunter-gatherers or farmers. Analyzing the paintings’ surfaces with techniques from biology offers much more information about how they worked and when they lived. they worked and when they lived.

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/612918/we-should-gene-sequence-cave-paintings-to-find-out-more-about-who-made-them/

Machine learning is contributing to a “reproducibility crisis” within science

Scientific discoveries made using machine learning techniques cannot be automatically trusted, a statistician from Rice University has warned.

https://www.technologyreview.com/the-download/612982/machine-learning-is-contributing-to-a-reproducibility-crisis-within-science/
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Archives:

First African American Congresswoman Featured at National Archives

WASHINGTON, February 8, 2019 — “The life and contributions of Shirley Chisholm—the first African American woman elected to Congress—will be celebrated this month at the National Archives and Records Administration.”

“A new ‘Featured Document’ display at the National Archives Museum in the East Rotunda Gallery marks the 50th anniversary of Shirley Chisholm’s historic entry into the U.S. House of Representatives. The display features her oath of office and a record from her service on the House Rules Committee.”

https://www.archives.gov/news/articles/first-african-american-congresswoman-featured

Open Access:

Thousands of scientists run up against Elsevier’s paywall

“Researchers at German institutions that have let their Elsevier subscriptions lapse while negotiating a new deal are hitting the paywall for the publisher’s most recent articles around 10,000 times a day, according to Elsevier — which publishes more than 400,000 papers each year. But at least some German libraries involved in negotiating access to Elsevier say they are making huge savings without a subscription, while still providing any articles their academics request.”

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00492-4

Research:

Think with Google

“We know how important it is for marketers to have their pulse on the latest consumer insights and industry trends. To help you easily stay up-to-date we organized hundreds of Google insights and facts by industry, platform, and theme. Search through to find inspiration, or the perfect insight to power your thinking. Insight cards are shareable and downloadable, so you can easily use in a presentation, or send as inspiration to your colleagues…”

“Digital innovation continues to propel the marketing industry forward, and the pace is mind-blowing. As marketers, we rely on data, analysis, and insights to stay informed and inspired. Think with Google is our way to share all of this and more with you. Think of us as your resource for everything from high-level insights to deck-ready stats to useful tools. Here you will find the data we’re exploring and the trends we’re tracking along with forward-looking perspectives and behind-the-scenes looks at digital campaigns—across
industries, platforms, and audiences. We hope you find it helpful and visit often.”

https://www.bespacific.com/think-with-google/

Technology:

Trump has a plan to keep America first in artificial intelligence

“Artificial intelligence may have been invented in the United States, but other nations, including China, Canada, and France, have made bigger moves to back and benefit from the technology in recent years.” “President Donald Trump will seek to change that Monday by signing an executive order that launches the US government’s own AI play.” “The key focuses of the “American AI Initiative” have been released ahead of time by the Office of Science and Technology Policy.”

“The initiative is designed to boost America’s AI industry by reallocating funding, creating new resources, and devising ways for the country to shape the technology even as it becomes increasingly global.” “However, while the goals are lofty, the details are vague. And it will not include a big lump sum of funding for AI research.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/612926/trump-will-sign-an-executive-order-to-put-america-first-in-artificial-intelligence/

Libraries & Privacy:

New Library Bill of Rights Provision Recognizes and Defends Library Users’ Privacy

“The Library Bill of Rights — first adopted in 1939 and last amended in 1980 — has been updated to include an article focused on the concept of ensuring privacy and confidentiality for library users.”

“The new article of the Library Bill of Rights, Article VII, states: ‘All people, regardless of origin, age, background, or views, possess a right to privacy and confidentiality in their library use. Libraries should advocate for, educate about, and protect people’s privacy, safeguarding all library use data, including personally identifiable information.’

‘Libraries across the nation now have the support needed to protect and fight for the privacy rights of their patrons,’ said Erin Berman, chair of the Intellectual Freedom Committee’s Privacy Subcommittee and co-leader of the working group that drafted the new article. “They may use the privacy article to update policies and practices, bringing the new article to governing bodies, vendors, funders and their patrons.'”

“Helen Adams, an IFC member and co-leader of the working group, commended the working group and those who contributed to the privacy article. She also noted the article’s significance to school libraries.

‘With the addition of Article VII, students in K-12 public schools are promised the right of privacy and confidentiality in their library use,’ said Adams. ‘Adding the core values of privacy and confidentiality to one of the profession’s foundational documents places school librarians in a stronger position from which to advocate for and educate about library privacy for minors.'”

http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2019/02/new-library-bill-rights-provision-recognizes-and-defends-library-users

Freedom of Information:

State Department Makes FOIA Reading Room Less User-Friendly

“The Department of State has inexplicably made its FOIA reading room significantly less user-friendly. The previous version allowed researchers to sort the reading room’s tens of thousands of documents by date or title, among other filters, or search through curated collections. The current iteration has no such features and the documents are now unsortable. The move is a frustrating head-scratcher from an agency that – until recently – had one of the best examples of the kind of FOIA reading room that is required by 2007 FOIA
amendments. The change shows, as Alex Howard points out on Twitter, ‘how technical changes to searchability can degrade public access & impeding the public’s rights to know.'”

State Department Makes FOIA Reading Room Less User-Friendly: FRINFORMSUM 2/7/2019
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Values:

A Design to Bring Life to Death

“NYT Special tribute to extraordinary black men, women who were left out of obituaries when they died.”

“A special section in the Sunday paper paid tribute to extraordinary black men and women who were left out of The Times’s obituaries when they died. Its design aims to bring joy to readers. Andrew Sondern: “Death is not often a cause for joy. But a special edition of Overlooked, which tells the stories of a dozen extraordinary black men and women who were left out of The Times’s obituary pages when they died, is a reason to celebrate.” “I designed the print edition of the project, which marks the arrival of Black History Month
with a special section in Sunday’s newspaper. These obituaries reanimate the legacies of the overlooked, so it was important that the design felt as joyful and respectful as the articles themselves.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/02/reader-center/overlooked-obituaries-news-design.html

Internet Access:

Why Won’t This Page Load? Net Neutrality Hits the DC Circuit

“The U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit heard oral arguments today determining whether the FCC was wrong to eliminate its own rules protecting an open internet. In a lively panel, Judges Millet, Wilkens, and Williams jumped in with questions less than a minute into the case, and kept all six advocates at the podium for wide ranging questions taking more than five hours to complete – almost double the allotted time for this case.”

https://cdt.org/blog/why-wont-this-page-load-net-neutrality-hits-the-dc-circuit/

Research:

Attacking a Pay Wall That Hides Public Court Filings The New York Times

The New York Times: “The federal judiciary has built an imposing pay wall around its court filings, charging a preposterous 10 cents a page for electronic access to what are meant to be public records. A pending lawsuit could help tear that wall down. The costs of storing and transmitting data have plunged, approaching zero. By one estimate, the actual cost of retrieving court documents, including secure storage, is about one half of one ten-thousandth of a penny per page. But the federal judiciary charges a dime a page to use its
service, called Pacer (for Public Access to Court Electronic Records). The National Veterans Legal Services Program and two other nonprofit groups filed a class action in 2016 seeking to recover what they said were systemic overcharges. “Excessive Pacer fees inhibit public understanding of the courts and thwart equal access to justice, erecting a financial barrier that many ordinary citizens are unable to clear,” they wrote. The suit accuses the judicial system of using the fees it charges as a kind of slush fund, spending the money to
buy flat-screen televisions for jurors, to finance a study of the Mississippi court system and to send notices in bankruptcy proceedings”

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/04/us/politics/pacer-fees-lawsuit.html?partner=rss&emc=rss

Libraries:

Stanford Libraries’ transformative gift creates hub highlighting Silicon Valley history

“Stanford Libraries has received a $25 million gift from the Harold C. and Marilyn A. Hohbach Foundation to create a vibrant collections-centered research hub and endow the Silicon Valley Archives program. The first floor of the East Wing of the Cecil H. Green Library will be renovated and re-named Hohbach Hall. The newly renovated space in the East Wing of the Cecil H. Green Library will be named Hohbach Hall and will include a new Special Collections classroom, as well as spaces for group study, seminars, events and
exhibitions.”

https://news.stanford.edu/2019/01/31/stanford-libraries-transformative-gift-creates-hub-highlighting-silicon-valley-history/

The Relationship Between Publishers and Libraries

“Publishers and libraries need to recognize their shared responsibility to perpetuate the distribution of knowledge to researchers, academics, and students. Ultimately, this should be the top priority of any company and/or individual operating in this sphere. Of course, profit is paramount to the success of any business, but that should not come at the expense of libraries and education. Likewise, libraries must understand the commercial nature of resource provision and work with publishers to build a fruitful relationship for both
parties.”

http://www.infotoday.com/it/jan19/Rodenby–The-Relationship-Between-Publishers-and-Libraries.shtml

Privacy:

What We Should Learn From “Facebook Research”

“Once again, Facebook has broken the trust of its users—this time, through reportedly paying people to give up their privacy by installing an application that sucks up huge amounts of sensitive data, and explicitly sidestepping Apple’s Enterprise Developer program rules. In doing so, the company has repeated several of the privacy-abusive practices that it’s been chastised for before. This underscores just how little the company has learned from a year of user complaints, privacy group criticisms, and Congressional hearings, and it
emphasizes the need for legislators to pass new laws to protect the public.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2019/01/what-we-should-learn-facebook-research
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Knowledge Management

10 x 10: 100 Insightful KM Resources

“I am very thankful for my colleagues in knowledge management (KM) and the knowledge they share.”

“To express my gratitude, I am sharing ten categories of KM resources, each with ten links to useful sources of knowledge about the field. The ten resources in each category are recommended starting points for those who want to learn more about KM.”

“Each category heading is linked to a more extensive list for greater exploration. I hope you will find this information helpful. If so, please share this article further, adding links to other resources you have used.”

https://llrx.com/2019/01/10-x-10-100-insightful-km-resources/

Privacy

Survey: Few Americans Willing to Pay for Privacy

“Only one in four Americans want online services such as Facebook and Google to collect less of their data if it means they would have to start paying a monthly subscription fee, according to a new survey from the Center for Data Innovation.”

“Few surveys of Internet users’ attitudes toward online privacy ask about such tradeoffs, so the Center probed Americans’ reactions to a series of likely consequences of reducing online data collection. The survey found that when potential tradeoffs were not part of the question approximately 80 percent of Americans agreed that they would like online services such as Facebook and Google to collect less of their data. But that support eroded when respondents considered these tradeoffs. For example, initial agreement dropped by 6
percentage points when respondents were asked whether they would like online services to collect less data even if it means seeing ads that are less useful. Support dropped by 27 percentage points when respondents considered whether they would like less data collection even if it means seeing more ads than before. And it dropped by 26 percentage points when respondents were asked whether they would like less data collection even if it means losing access to some features they use now. The largest drop in support (53
percentage points) came when respondents were asked whether they would like online services to collect less of their data even if it means paying a monthly subscription fee. Only 27 percent of respondents agreed with reducing data collection in that circumstance.”

https://www.datainnovation.org/2019/01/survey-few-americans-willing-to-pay-for-privacy/

Copyright

Copyright and Visual Works: The Legal Landscape of Opportunities and Challenges

“The internet age has dramatically affected the lives and livelihoods of visual artists both positively and in ways that were not expected. Photographers, graphic artists, and illustrators have highlighted a growing list of issues in recent years, including whether copyright law adequately addresses the new challenges facing visual artists today. The Office has reviewed how certain visual works, particularly photographs, graphic artworks, and illustrations, are registered, monetized, and enforced under the Copyright Act. In April 2015,
the Office sought commentary on the marketplace for these visual works, as well as observations regarding the obstacles that creators and users of visual works face when navigating the digital landscape. The Office’s resulting review builds upon previous studies and public inquiries in a number of areas, including small claims, orphan works, moral rights, section 512 notice and takedown, and overall Office modernization.”

“The Copyright Office’s review both reinforces the importance of visual works to this nation and identifies common obstacles that Congress and the Office itself may be able to alleviate. A number of stakeholders, including photographers, graphic designers, illustrators, and licensees, raised specific issues they face on a regular basis regarding current copyright law and practices. These challenges fall within three general categories: (1) difficulties with the registration process; (2) challenges with licensing generally and monetizing
visual works online; and (3) general enforcement obstacles.”

https://www.copyright.gov/policy/visualworks/

Washington Post Tries to Take Down Parody Site Announcing Trump’s Resignation

“If you were in Washington, D.C. last week, you had a chance to be one of the lucky recipients of a parody newspaper spoofing the Washington Post and crowing about the ‘Unpresidented’ flight of Donald Trump from the Oval Office as he abandoned the presidency. The spoof, created by activist group the Yes Men, is also visible on the website democracyawakensinaction.org.”

“The Washington Post’s lawyers were not amused, calling the parody an act of trademark infringement and raising copyright threats. We have responded to explain why the parody is protected by the First Amendment and fair use law.”

“Dated May 1, 2019, the parody features a series of increasingly unlikely articles, including a mea culpa by the media for Trump’s rise to power and a story pointing out that the paper’s date is several months in the future in case the reader missed it.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2019/01/washington-post-tries-take-down-parody-site-announcing-trumps-resignation-0

Online Courses

400 Free Ivy League University Courses You Can Take Online in 2019

“The eight Ivy League schools are among the most prestigious colleges in the world. They include Brown, Harvard, Cornell, Princeton, Dartmouth, Yale, and Columbia universities, and the University of Pennsylvania.”

“All eight schools place in the top fifteen of the US News and World Report 2017 national university rankings.”

“These Ivy League schools are also highly selective and extremely hard to get into. But the good news is that all these universities now offer free online courses across multiple online course platforms.”

“So far, they’ve created over 494 courses, of which around 396 are still active. Here’s a collection of all of them, split into courses in the following subjects: Computer Science, Business, Humanities, Social Sciences, Art & Design, Science, Health & Medicine, Data Science, Education & Teaching, Mathematics, Science, Engineering, Personal Development, and Programming.”

https://qz.com/1514408/400-free-ivy-league-university-courses-you-can-take-online-in-2019/

International Outlook

Once Centers Of Soviet Propaganda, Moscow’s Libraries Are Having A ‘Loud’ Revival

“The Chistye Prudy neighborhood is one of Moscow’s liveliest, with restaurants and cafes clustered along a boulevard with a tram line and grand old apartment buildings.”

“Before the bars fill up in the evenings, the neighborhood’s most popular hangout is the Fyodor Dostoevsky Library, named for the 19th century Russian writer. While young people huddle over laptops as city traffic growls past the large windows in the main reading hall, a theater group is rehearsing a play in another room. A constant stream of visitors comes through the entrance, with the front door banging behind them.”

https://www.npr.org/2019/01/21/685585591/once-centers-of-soviet-propaganda-moscows-libraries-are-having-a-loud-revival

Libraries

Minneapolis Central Library Opens Vinyl Listening Room to Share Collection

“Right now, thousands of vinyl records are stored in the third floor of the Minneapolis Central Library downtown.”

“They’re not easy to find — the stacks are in a remote room, far from where patrons usually look for books, CDs and movies. But librarians are now beginning to bring the collection out, little by little, to the public.”

“On Saturday, Hennepin County Library hosted the first event in its new ‘Vinyl Revival’ series, which aims to bring attention to the thriving audio format. Through June, artists will present vinyl-themed programming and curate records from the library’s stacks, many of which are the works of local musicians.”

http://www.startribune.com/minneapolis-central-library-opens-vinyl-listening-room-to-share-collection/504603881/?fbclid=IwAR1OaqKcfcLB3Qv-k4NXspg8H9XXQYIJ6yEPYwbqQCeEELB0PR0PqEoLqi4
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Privacy

Privacy and Digital Rights for All

“The United States confronts a crisis. Digital giants invade our private lives, spy on our families, and gather our most intimate facts for profit. Bad actors, foreign and domestic, target the personal data gathered by U.S. firms, including our bank details, email messages, and Social Security Numbers.”

“Our privacy laws are decades out of date. We urgently need a new approach to privacy protection. We must update federal laws and create a data protection agency specifically tasked with safeguarding the privacy of Americans. The time is now.”

https://www.citizen.org/sites/default/files/privacy-and-digital-rights-for-all-framework.pdf

Toying with Privacy: Regulating the Internet of Toys

“Abstract – Recently, toys have become more interactive than ever before. The emergence of the Internet of Things (IoT) makes toys smarter and more communicative: they can now interact with children by ‘listening’ to them and respond accordingly. While there is little doubt that these toys can be highly entertaining for children and even possess social and educational benefits, the Internet of Toys (IoToys) raises many concerns. Beyond the fact that IoToys that might be hacked or simply misused by unauthorized parties,
datafication of children by toy conglomerates, various interested parties and perhaps even their parents could be highly troubling. It could profoundly threaten children’s right to privacy as it subjects and normalizes them to ubiquitous surveillance and datafication of their personal information, requests, and any other information they divulge. While American policymakers acknowledged the importance of protecting children’s privacy online back in 1998, when crafting COPPA, this regulatory framework might become obsolete in
face of the new privacy risks that arise from IoToys. Do fundamental differences between websites and IoToys necessitate a different legal framework to protect children’s privacy? Should policymakers recalibrate the current legal framework to adequately protect the privacy of children who have IoToys? Finally, what are the consequences for children’s privacy of ubiquitous parental surveillance through IoToys — allegedly granted to safeguard children from online risks? And how might children’s privacy be better framed and
protected in this context?”

“This Article focuses on the privacy concerns that IoToys raise. Part I briefly outlines the evolution of IoToys while examining their capacity to collect and retain data. Then, in reference to the legal framework chosen to protect children from online datafication twenty years ago, the next part discusses the American perception of children’s privacy, focusing on COPPA. Through this analysis, this part will show how key market players currently comply with COPPA regulation, and evaluate whether such compliance is relevant to
IoToys’ dangers and challenges. Part III revisits COPPA, challenges it, and in calling for its recalibration offers some practical solutions to IoToys’ privacy threats. Thereafter Part IV normatively evaluates children’s conception of privacy and argues that IoToys’ monitoring practices could jeopardize the parent-child relationship and calls for recalibrating children’s privacy in the digital era. The final part summarizes the discussion and concludes that children’s privacy matters today perhaps more than ever before, and that the
potential movement toward a ubiquitous surveillance era should not lead to its demise.”

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3298054

DuckDuckGo Search Switches Mapping to Apple Maps

“Privacy-focused search engine DuckDuckGo announced yesterday that the search engine’s map and address related searches and functions are now powered by Apple’s MapKit JS framework.”

“The new functionality is live already for desktop and mobile devices that use DuckDuckgo for searches.”

“DuckDuckGo highlights two main benefits that come out of the move: improved privacy and better mapping functionality.”

“Users may see maps and related data when they run searches for places or addresses. A search for the best Thai, Vietnamese or Italian restaurant displays a map and related information in the sidebar or at the top on search results pages.”

“Searches for addresses, geographical places, local businesses, a type of business, or nearby places return embedded maps usually.”

https://www.ghacks.net/2019/01/16/duckduckgo-search-switches-mapping-to-apple-maps/

Facebook Algorithms and Personal Data

“About half of Facebook users say they are not comfortable when they see how the platform categorizes them, and 27% maintain the site’s classifications do not accurately represent them.”

“Most commercial sites, from social media platforms to news outlets to online retailers, collect a wide variety of data about their users’ behaviors. Platforms use this data to deliver content and recommendations based on users’ interests and traits, and to allow advertisers to target ads to relatively precise segments of the public. But how well do Americans understand these algorithmdriven classification systems, and how much do they think their lives line up with what gets reported about them? As a window into this hard-to-study
phenomenon, a new Pew Research Center survey asked a representative sample of users of the nation’s most popular social media platform, Facebook, to reflect on the data that had been collected about them.”

http://www.pewinternet.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2019/01/PI_2019.01.16_Facebook-algorithms_FINAL2.pdf

Location Data is Ground Zero in Privacy Wars

“Our phones’ GPS and location capabilities are a key part of what make them magical — enabling them to speed our commutes, hail rides and find the devices when we lose them. These capabilities are also ground zero for the looming fight over defining the boundaries of privacy and acceptable uses of our personal information.”

“The big picture: Three recent stories show just how common problems with location data can be — and how thorny they’ve become.”

https://www.axios.com/location-data-is-ground-zero-in-privacy-wars-6177bbc4-92df-4b8a-ba72-e0c956efc51f.html

‘Right To Be Forgotten’ By Google Should Apply Only In EU, Says Court Opinion

“The ‘right to be forgotten’, which enables claimants to request the removal of links to irrelevant or outdated online information about them, should not be enforceable globally, the European court of justice (ECJ) has found in a preliminary opinion.”

“The controversial power, requiring search engines to prevent access to material on the internet, should be enforceable only in the EU and not worldwide, the court’s advocate general, Maciej Szpunar, said. Final judgments by the ECJ usually endorse initial opinions.”

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/jan/10/right-to-be-forgotten-by-google-should-apply-only-in-eu-says-court

Copyright

Now EVERYBODY Hates the New EU Copyright Directive

“Until last spring, everyone wanted to see the new European Copyright Directive pass; then German MEP Axel Voss took over as rapporteur and revived the most extreme, controversial versions of two proposals that had been sidelined long before as the Directive had progressed towards completion.”

“After all, this is the first refresh on EU copyright since 2001, and so the Directive is mostly a laundry list of overdue, uncontroversial technical tweaks with many stakeholders; the last thing anyone wanted was a spoiler in the midst.”

“Anyone, that is, except for German newspaper families (who loved Article 11, who could charge Big Tech for the privilege of sending readers to their sites) and the largest record labels (who had long dreamed of Article 13, which would force the platforms to implement filters to check everything users posted, and block anything that resembled a known copyrighted work, or anything someone claimed was a known copyrighted work).”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2019/01/now-everybody-hates-new-eu-copyright-directive

Copyright’s Safe Harbors Preserve What We Love About the Internet

“How is the Internet different from what came before? We’ve had great art, music, film, and writing for far longer than we’ve had the World Wide Web. What we didn’t have were global conversations and collaborations that millions can participate in. The Internet has lowered barriers to participation in culture, politics, and communities of interest. Copyright’s safe harbors for intermediaries are essential to making this possible. But today, those safe harbors are under threat from laws like Article 13 of the EU’s proposed Copyright
in the Digital Single Market Directive. And some voices in the U.S. want to gut the safe harbors here.”

“In the U.S., the safe harbors of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act protect Internet companies of various kinds against the possibility of massive copyright infringement damages when one of their users copies creative work illegally. In return for that protection, Internet companies have to take some concrete steps, like adopting and enforcing a repeat infringer policy. Some companies—the ones that store user-uploaded content—have to register an agent to accept and act on takedown notices from rightsholders (the familiar
‘DMCA notices’). The law is explicit that Internet companies aren’t required to surveil everything uploaded by users to find possible copyright infringement. It also provides a counter-notice process for users to get non-infringing uploads put back online.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2019/01/copyrights-safe-harbors-preserve-what-we-love-about-internet

Publishing

Editorial Mutiny at Elsevier Journal

“The entire editorial board of the Elsevier-owned Journal of Informetrics resigned Thursday in protest over high open-access fees, restricted access to citation data and commercial control of scholarly work.”

“Today, the same team is launching a new fully open-access journal called Quantitative Science Studies. The journal will be for and by the academic community and will be owned by the International Society for Scientometrics and Informetrics (ISSI). It will be published jointly with MIT Press.”

“The editorial board of the Journal of Informetrics said in a statement that they were unanimous in their decision to quit. They contend that scholarly journals should be owned by the scholarly community rather than by commercial publishers, should be open access under fair principles, and publishers should make citation data freely available.”

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2019/01/14/elsevier-journal-editors-resign-start-rival-open-access-journal
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Privacy

Please Forget Where I Was Last Summer: The Privacy Risks of Public Location (Meta)Data

“Abstract—The exposure of location data constitutes a significant privacy risk to users as it can lead to de-anonymization, the inference of sensitive information, and even physical threats. In this paper we present LPAuditor, a tool that conducts a comprehensive evaluation of the privacy loss caused by publicly available location metadata. First, we demonstrate how our system can pinpoint users’ key locations at an unprecedented granularity by identifying their actual postal addresses. Our experimental evaluation on Twitter data
highlights the effectiveness of our techniques which outperform prior approaches by 18.9%-91.6% for homes and 8.7%-21.8% for workplaces. Next we present a novel exploration of automated private information inference that uncovers “sensitive” locations that users have visited (pertaining to health, religion, and sex/nightlife). We find that location metadata can provide additional context to tweets and thus lead to the exposure of private information that might not match the users’ intentions.”

https://arxiv.org/pdf/1901.00897.pdf

(Don’t) Return to Sender: How to Protect Yourself From Email Tracking

“Tracking is everywhere on the Internet. Over the past year, a drumbeat of tech-industryscandals has acclimated users to the sheer number of ways that personal information can be collected and leaked. As a result, it might not come as a surprise to learn that emails, too, can be vectors for tracking. Email senders can monitor who opens which emails, when, and what device they use to do it. If you work for a business or a non-profit that sends mass emails, maybe you’ve used tools to perform this kind of tracking before. Even if you
have used them, this might be the first you’ve heard of it — because unfortunately, in email marketing software, tracking is often enabled by default.”  

“There are a lot of different ways to track email, and different techniques can lie anywhere on the spectrum from marginally acceptable to atrocious. Responsible tracking should aggregate a minimal amount of anonymous data, similar to page hits: enough to let the sender get a sense of how well their campaign is doing without invading users’ privacy. Email tracking should always be disclosed up-front, and users should have a clear and easy way to opt out if they choose to. Lastly, organizations that track should minimize and
delete user data as soon as possible according to an easy-to-understand data retention and privacy policy.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2019/01/stop-tracking-my-emails

Remember the FCC’s Broadband Privacy Rules? The Motherboard Exposé Takes Us Down Memory Lane

“On Tuesday, Motherboard published an articleexposing the jaw-dropping ease of data collection and commercialization practices that can allow a stranger to find a cell phone’s location with just a phone number and $300. Motherboard’s investigation found that telecommunications companies, including T-Mobile, AT&T, and Sprint, would sell location data with an aggregator, which sold the data to MicroBilt, which then sold it to a Motherboard investigator for ‘dirt cheap‘.”

“It was just last year when Senator Ron Wyden wrote to the Federal Communications Commission about Securus, a firm that that was offering geolocation of phones to low-level law enforcement without a warrant, thereby jeopardizing cell phone locations of not only inmates, but anyone with a phone number – which is pretty much everyone.”

https://www.publicknowledge.org/news-blog/blogs/remember-the-fccs-broadband-privacy-rules-the-motherboard-expose-takes-us-down-memory-lane#When:20:20:00Z

Podcasts

The Room of Requirement – This American Life

“Libraries aren’t just for books. They’re often spaces that transform into what you need them to be: a classroom, a cyber café, a place to find answers, a quiet spot to be alone. It’s actually kind of magical. This week, we have stories of people who roam the stacks and find unexpected things that just happen to be exactly what they required.”

https://www.thisamericanlife.org/664/the-room-of-requirement

Open Data

What Makes a Good Open Data Use Case?

“Cities have made great strides in publishing foundational open data, and are constantly working to release more and better data. But many city officials still wonder: what will this data do for the community? Who is actually using it?”

“Understanding how data will be applied in the public domain is a key element of planning and allocating the limited resources dedicated to open data programs. Ground-truthing data in its potential use cases can ensure that when data is opened, it is for a purpose.”

https://sunlightfoundation.com/2019/01/11/what-makes-a-good-open-data-use-case/

Copyright

The Internet is Facing a Catastrophe For Free Expression and Competition: Sweden, Germany, Poland and Luxembourg Could Tip The Balance

“The new EU Copyright Directive is progressing at an alarming rate. This week, the EU is asking its member-states to approve new negotiating positions for the final language. Once they get it, they’re planning to hold a final vote before pushing this drastic, radical new law into 28 countries and 500,000,000 people.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2019/01/internet-facing-catastrophe-free-expression-and-competition-only-europeans-can
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Libraries

Library of Congress Web Archive

“The Library of Congress Web Archive selects, preserves, and provides access to archived web content selected by subject experts from across the Library, so that it will be available for researchers today and in the future. Web sites are ephemeral and often considered at-risk born-digital content. New web sites form constantly, URLs change, content changes, and web sites sometimes disappear entirely. Web sites document current events, organizations, public reactions, government information, and cultural and scholarly
information on a wide variety of topics. Materials that used to appear in print are increasingly published online.”

“This site provides general information about program activities, information for researchers who are interested in using the web archives, and information for site owners who might be included in the archives.”

https://www.loc.gov/programs/web-archiving/about-this-program/?loclr=blogloc

Copyright

‘Party Like it’s 1923’: New Out-of-Copyright Works and Where to Find Them

“The year 2019 got off to a sweet start for librarians and copyright nerds as a slew of books, films, and music compositions entered the public domain in the U.S. for the first time in 21 years.”

“The works, which include poetry by Robert Frost and novels by Agatha Christie and Joseph Conrad, are out of copyright, which means anyone can use them without fear of a nasty letter from intellectual property attorneys.”

“The public domain, of course, is not a new concept—it’s what makes works by Shakespeare or Beethoven available to all—but, in the United States, it has been dry since 1998.”

http://fortune.com/2019/01/02/public-domain-1923/

Search

How to Use Google Reverse Image Search

” Using Google to reverse image search is a useful method for researching the origins of a photo found online. Whether it’s a historical picture presented with little context or an image that seems doctored, you can search the web for other instances of its use with Google Images. “

https://www.lifewire.com/use-google-reverse-image-search-4582422

Overlooked No More: Karen Sparck Jones, Who Established the Basis for Search Engines

“When most scientists were trying to make people use code to talk to computers, Karen Sparck Jones taught computers to understand human language instead.”

“In so doing, her technology established the basis of search engines like Google.”

“A self-taught programmer with a focus on natural language processing, and an advocate for women in the field, Sparck Jones also foreshadowed by decades Silicon Valley’s current reckoning, warning about the risks of technology being led by computer scientists who were not attuned to its social implications.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/02/obituaries/karen-sparck-jones-overlooked.html
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Privacy

How Apps on Android Share Data with Facebook – Report

“Previous research has shown how 42.55 percent of free apps on the Google Play store could share data with Facebook, making Facebook the second most prevalent third-party tracker after Google’s parent company Alphabet. In this report, Privacy International illustrates what this data sharing looks like in practice, particularly for people who do not have a Facebook account.”

“This question of whether Facebook gathers information about users who are not signed in or do not have an account was raised in the aftermath of the Cambridge Analytica scandal by lawmakers in hearings in the United States and in Europe. Discussions, as well as previous fines by Data Protection Authorities about the tracking of non-users, however, often focus on the tracking that happens on websites. Much less is known about the data that the company receives from apps. For these reasons, in this report we raise questions
about transparency and use of app data that we consider timely and important.”

“Facebook routinely tracks users, non-users and logged-out users outside its platform through Facebook Business Tools. App developers share data with Facebook through the Facebook Software Development Kit (SDK), a set of software development tools that help developers build apps for a specific operating system. Using the free and open source software tool called “mitmproxy”, an interactive HTTPS proxy, Privacy International has analyzed the data that 34 apps on Android, each with an install base from 10 to 500 million,
transmit to Facebook through the Facebook SDK.”

https://privacyinternational.org/report/2647/how-apps-android-share-data-facebook-report

Data Privacy Scandals and Public Policy Picking Up Speed: 2018 in Review

“2018 may be remembered as the Year of the Facebook Scandal, and rightly so. The Cambridge Analytica fiasco, Mark Zuckerberg’s congressional testimony, a massive hack, and revelations of corporate smear campaigns were only the tip of the iceberg. But many more companies mishandled consumer privacy in 2018, too. From the Strava heatmap exposing military locations in January to the gigantic Marriot hack discovered in November, companies across Silicon Valley and beyond made big mistakes with consumer data this
year—and lawmakers and the public have taken notice.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/12/data-privacy-scandals-and-public-policy-picking-speed-2018-year-review

Open Access

Will the World Embrace Plan S, the Radical Proposal to Mandate Open Access to Science Papers?

“Since the September 2018 launch of the Europe-backed program to mandate immediate open access (OA) to scientific literature, 16 funders in 13 countries have signed on. That’s still far shy of Plan S’s ambition: to convince the world’s major research funders to require immediate OA to all published papers stemming from their grants. Whether it will reach that goal depends in part on details that remain to be settled, including a cap on the author charges that funders will pay for OA publication. But the plan has gained
momentum: In December 2018, China stunned many by expressing strong support for Plan S. This month, a national funding agency in Africa is expected to join, possibly followed by a second U.S. funder. Others around the world are considering whether to sign on.”

“Plan S, scheduled to take effect on 1 January 2020, has drawn support from many scientists, who welcome a shake-up of a publishing system that can generate large profits while keeping taxpayer-funded research results behind paywalls. But publishers (including AAAS, which publishes Science) are concerned, and some scientists worry that Plan S could restrict their choices.”

https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2019/01/will-world-embrace-plan-s-radical-proposal-mandate-open-access-science-papers

Research

Plants of the World Online

“In 2015, the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew launched its first Science Strategy establishing its vision to document and understand global plant and fungal diversity and their uses, bringing authoritative expertise to bear on the critical challenges facing humanity today. The Science Strategy also committed Kew to delivering nine strategic outputs with the overarching aim to disseminate Kew’s scientific knowledge of plants and fungi to maximize its impact in science, education, conservation policy and management. The Plants of the
World Online portal (POWO), is one of the nine strategic outputs and its aim is to enable users to access information on all the world’s known seed-bearing plants by 2020.”

“With over 8.5 million items, Kew houses the largest and most diverse botanical and mycological collections in the world in the Victorian Herbarium and Fungarium in West London. They represent over 95% of known flowering plant genera and more than 60% of known fungal genera and yet, only 20% of this knowledge is available online. POWO is Kew’s way of turning 250 years of botanical knowledge into an open and accessible online global resource.”

“POWO draws together Kew’s extensive data resources including its regional Floras and monographs, alongside images from the digitisation of the collections. The portal has been designed to maximise accessibility and enables the dissemination of plant information to its users via a mobile, tablet or desktop computer.”

http://www.plantsoftheworldonline.org/
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Education

Dante’s Inferno Illustrated Interactive Learning Tool

“The illustrated and interactive Dante’s Inferno, an alternative learning tool for the Divine Comedy first Cantica, made for aiding visual memory. The printed version and this digital version of the Dante’s Inferno have been developed to be a synsemic access point to Dante’s literature, aiding its study.”

https://www.bespacific.com/dantes-inferno-illustrated-interactive-learning-tool/

Internet

How Much of the Internet Is Fake? Turns Out, a Lot of It, Actually

“In late November, the Justice Department unsealed indictments against eight people accused of fleecing advertisers of $36 million in two of the largest digital ad-fraud operations ever uncovered. Digital advertisers tend to want two things: people to look at their ads and “premium” websites — i.e., established and legitimate publications — on which to host them.”

https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2018/12/how-much-of-the-internet-is-fake.html

How to Delete Online Accounts You No Longer Need

“Having too many digital accounts raises your risk of data being misused or stolen. Here’s how to clean house.”

https://www.consumerreports.org/privacy/how-to-delete-online-accounts-you-no-longer-need/

Libraries

Interview: NYPL’s chief digital officer says public is better off when libraries are ‘risk averse’ about tech

“First: It’s not just about digitizing books. That’s the biggest misconception that the public has about the role of digital technology in libraries, according to the chief digital officer of what is arguably the world’s largest public library. New York Public Library’s Tony Ageh was recently in Seattle to talk about libraries’ digital transformation. Ageh made the point that tech now permeates pretty much all of a library’s operations, from ebooks and article databases, to systems for checking out materials and tracking fines.”

https://www.geekwire.com/2018/interview-nypls-chief-digital-officer-says-public-better-off-libraries-risk-averse-tech/

Is Listening to a Book the Same Thing as Reading It?

“Audiobook sales have doubled in the last five years while print and e-book sales are flat. These trends might lead us to fear that audiobooks will do to reading what keyboarding has done to handwriting — rendered it a skill that seems quaint and whose value is open to debate. But examining how we read and how we listen shows that each is best suited to different purposes, and neither is superior. In fact, they overlap considerably…”

https://www.bespacific.com/is-listening-to-a-book-the-same-thing-as-reading-it/

Need a fishing pole? Cake pan? Costume? Borrow it from the library

“Public libraries are pretty cool places. Not only do they let you borrow books, DVDs, video games and e-books or access the internet for free, but many libraries around Wichita have expanded their collections to include some unusual items. Like cake pans. And fishing poles. And costumes. And plug-in energy meters.”

https://www.bespacific.com/need-a-fishing-pole-cake-pan-costume-borrow-it-from-the-library/

NYT historical news clippings and photos via Google Cloud

“For over 100 years, The New York Times has stored its historical news clippings and photographs in an underground archive lovingly named the “morgue.” Most of us keep stacks of pictures in our attic or basement. And media organizations are no different. The New York Times has archived approximately five to seven million of their old photos three stories below street level near their Times Square offices. Until now finding a photo in the morgue has been a manual task for journalists.”

https://cloud.withgoogle.com/nytimes/about
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Books and Reading

The Library Book: Susan Orlean in Conversation with David Ulin

“Author Susan Orlean will kick off the national tour for her highly anticipated new book, The Library Book, at Central Library with a presentation and book signing. David Ulin, former book critic of the Los Angeles Times, will join Susan in conversation on stage in the Taper Auditorium.”

https://lisnews.org/the_library_book_susan_orlean_in_conversation_with_david_ulin

Government

Toward a More Representative Electorate: The Progress and Potential of Voter Registration Through Public Assistance Agencies

“Democracies are healthiest when all people actively participate. Core to that participation—and among the most fundamental rights in our democracy—is the right to vote. However, ensuring that every eligible person has the right to vote, regardless of skin color, language spoken, or income, remains an elusive goal in our democracy. Barriers to voting are plentiful, especially today, amidst the most severe assault on voting rights since the Jim Crow era.”

https://www.demos.org/publication/toward-more-representative-electorate-progress-and-potential-voter-registration-through-

California launches new online repository to share open-source code

“The California Government Operations Agency last week launched a new website that will eventually host the state’s open-source software projects, allowing agencies, the technology industry and citizens to collaborate on the development of software used by the state government. “

https://www.bespacific.com/california-launches-new-online-repository-to-share-open-source-code/

Libraries

For the First Time in More Than 20 Years, Copyrighted Works Will Enter the Public Domain

“At midnight on New Year’s Eve, all works first published in the United States in 1923 will enter the public domain. It has been 21 years since the last mass expiration of copyright in the U.S. That deluge of works includes not just “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening,” which appeared first in the New Republic in 1923, but hundreds of thousands of books, musical compositions, paintings, poems, photographs and films.”

https://lisnews.org/for_the_first_time_in_more_than_20_years_copyrighted_works_will_enter_the_public_domain

Privacy

How Well Do the Current Federal Privacy Proposals Protect Your Privacy?

“Ever since the Facebook/Cambridge Analytica story broke, privacy has been the talk of the town in Washington, DC, and conventional wisdom is that Congress will begin debating comprehensive privacy legislation in earnest in 2019. In preparation, members of Congress are starting to drop their message bills and discussion drafts. Public Knowledge has evaluated each of the proposals so far, and we offer our initial take here.”

https://www.publicknowledge.org/news-blog/blogs/how-well-do-the-current-federal-privacy-proposals-protect-your-privacy

Research

How are algorithms distributing power between people?

“Why Computer Scientists Need Philosophers, According to a Mathematician – “Lily Hu is a 3rd year PhD candidate in Applied Mathematics at Harvard University, where she studies algorithmic fairness with special interest in its interaction with various philosophical notions of justice.”

https://www.bespacific.com/how-are-algorithms-distributing-power-between-people/

Technology

We tried teaching an AI to write Christmas movie plots. Hilarity ensued. Eventually.

“Using a neural network to create ridiculous plot lines takes a lot of work—and reveals the challenges of generating human language.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/612644/we-tried-teaching-an-ai-to-write-christmas-movie-plots-hilarity-ensued-eventually/
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Books and Reading

The 75 Best Book Covers of 2018 According to Book Cover Designers

“2018 has been many things, but it certainly has not been lacking in great book cover design. Here at Lit Hub, we unpacked the biggest book cover trend of the year, compared US covers to their UK counterparts, and remembered the best and worst covers of Lolita as well as Edward Gorey’s own cover designs. We gave you a brief visual history of Virginia Woolf’s book covers and treated you to 100 covers for One Hundred Years of Solitude.”

https://lithub.com/the-75-best-book-covers-of-2018/

Freedom of Information

U.S. Courts Are Figuring Out if the Government Can Block You On Facebook

“In the last two years, there’s been a cascade of lawsuits in the U.S. against public officials who have blocked people on social media and deleted critical comments. The list starts with the highest one in the country, president Donald Trump, and goes all the way down to a county board chair.”

https://www.bespacific.com/u-s-courts-are-figuring-out-if-the-government-can-block-you-on-facebook/

Internet Access

A Report From the Frontlines of the Net Neutrality Litigation

“Reasonable. You keep using that word. I do not think it means what you think it means.

In March of 2018, CDT filed a legal challenge to the FCC’s “Restoring Internet Freedom” (RIF) order in which the FCC removed all of the net neutrality rules it had put in place in 2015. The Commission also reclassified broadband internet access services (BIAS) as an “information service” subject to the weaker regulatory authority Title I of the Communications Act and disavowed the remaining sources of its own authority to implement such rules at all. Instead, the FCC now relies solely on a weakened transparency requirement
and market forces to ensure that ISPs refrain from leveraging their gatekeeper positions on the internet to control customers’ access to the internet or to exert influence on providers of online services.”

https://cdt.org/blog/a-report-from-the-frontlines-of-the-net-neutrality-litigation/

Libraries

Library of Congress pushing digitization over next 5 years

“The Library of Congress — which dates to Thomas Jefferson — is marching resolutely into the digital age. Recently it released a new, five-year digital plan. Kate Zwaard, the library’s director of digital strategy joined Federal Drive with Tom Temin to provide more information.”

https://federalnewsnetwork.com/federal-drive/2018/12/library-of-congress-pushing-digitization-over-next-5-years/

Privacy

Your Apps Know Where You Were Last Night, and They’re Not Keeping It Secret

“The millions of dots on the map trace highways, side streets and bike trails — each one following the path of an anonymous cellphone user.

One path tracks someone from a home outside Newark to a nearby Planned Parenthood, remaining there for more than an hour. Another represents a person who travels with the mayor of New York during the day and returns to Long Island at night.

Yet another leaves a house in upstate New York at 7 a.m. and travels to a middle school 14 miles away, staying until late afternoon each school day. Only one person makes that trip: Lisa Magrin, a 46-year-old math teacher. Her smartphone goes with her.”
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/12/10/business/location-data-privacy-apps.html

Social Justice Organizations Challenge Retention of DNA Collected from Hundreds of Thousands of Innocent Californians

Two social justice organizations—the Center for Genetics and Society and the Equal Justice Society—and an individual plaintiff, Pete Shanks, have filed suit against the state of California for its collection and retention of genetic profiles from people arrested but never convicted of any crime. The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) and the Law Office of Michael T. Risher represent the plaintiffs. The suit argues that retention of DNA from innocent people violates the California Constitution’s privacy protections, which are meant
to block overbroad collection and unlawful searches of personal data.

https://www.eff.org/press/releases/social-justice-organizations-challenge-retention-dna-collected-hundreds-thousands

It’s time for a Bill of Data Rights

“It is the summer of 2023, and Rachel is broke. Sitting in a bar one evening, browsing job ads on her phone, she gets a text message. Researchers doing a study on liver function have gotten her name from the bar’s loyalty program—she’d signed up to get a happy-hour discount on nachos. They’re offering $50 a week for access to her phone’s health data stream and her bar tab for the next three months.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/612588/its-time-for-a-bill-of-data-rights/
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Copyright

‘The Pirate Bay of Science’ Continues to Get Attacked Around the World

“A scientific research depository intended to provide open access to scientific data has had its domains blocked in Russia, after a Russian court declared that the website violates publisher copyrights. It’s the latest salvo in a global war on efforts to bring valuable scientific data out from behind paywalls and into the light of day to better benefit the public at large.”

https://motherboard.vice.com/en_us/article/gy7d7j/sci-hub-and-lib-gen-continue-to-get-attacked-around-the-world

Education

Study Shows Reading Remediation Improves Children’s Reading Skills and Positively Alters Brain Tissue

“Carnegie Mellon University scientists Timothy Keller and Marcel Just have uncovered the first evidence that intensive instruction to improve reading skills in young children causes the brain to physically rewire itself, creating new white matter that improves communication within the brain.”

https://www.bespacific.com/study-shows-reading-remediation-improves-childrens-reading-skills-and-positively-alters-brain-tissue/

Internet Users

The long, tortured quest to make Google unbiased

“Next week, Sundar Pichai will try to reassure Congress that Google’s search engine isn’t rigged. The Google CEO is testifying before the House Judiciary Committee on Tuesday, answering questions about “potential bias and the need for greater transparency” in Google’s business practices.”

https://www.theverge.com/2018/12/6/18125879/search-neutrality-google-bias-seo-rigged-sundar-pichai-congress-eu

Libraries

Robert Crown Law Library preserves stories of women legal pioneers

“In the last half-century, women in law have made huge strides. But women who came before them faced huge hurdles—and many of them overcame those hurdles, making history by attending law school and succeeding in the profession against the odds.”

https://news.stanford.edu/thedish/2018/12/02/robert-crown-law-library-preserves-stories-of-women-legal-pioneers/

Privacy

‘Tis the Season for Our Children’s Privacy

“It’s that time of the year again. The holiday season is almost upon us and with that comes holiday parties, travel plans, and most importantly, gifts. There’s a good chance that some (if not most) of your gifts will be for kids and might even include the latest tech gadget.”

https://cdt.org/blog/tis-the-season-for-our-childrens-privacy/

Publishing

Prominent Doctors Aren’t Disclosing Their Industry Ties in Medical Journal Studies. And Journals Are Doing Little to Enforce Their Rules

“The dean of Yale’s medical school, the incoming president of a prominent cancer group and the head of a Texas cancer center are among leading medical figures who have not accurately disclosed their relationships with drug companies.”

https://www.propublica.org/article/prominent-doctors-industry-ties-disclosures-medical-journal-studies#155153
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Books and Reading

Forget Book Trailers: Book Playlists are the New Hotness

“Book trailers are already such a thing that there’s whole weekly columns devoted to them, a whole slew of tips and tricks; a veritable ecosystem. People want multimedia with their books. But what if the new hotness wasn’t a trailer at all? What if it was something that lots of us already do anyways, with a much lower barrier for entry?”

https://kottke.org/18/11/book-playlists-are-the-new-book-trailers

The 10 Best Books of 2018

“The editors of The Times Book Review choose the best fiction and nonfiction titles this year.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/29/books/review/best-books.html

NPR’s Book Concierge: Our Guide To 2018’s Great Reads

“What would you like to read? Use the filters below to explore more than 300 titles NPR staff and critics loved this year. (You can also combine filters!) Want even more recommendations?”

https://apps.npr.org/best-books-2018/

—————————————————

Internet

Behind an Effort to Fact-Check Live News With Speed and Accuracy

“Fact-checking live news has one major downside: It’s slow. By the time a fact-checker can verify a claim, any misleading information has already spread and been consumed.”

https://www.wsj.com/articles/behind-an-effort-to-fact-check-live-news-with-speed-and-accuracy-1542988801?tesla=y

Brookings study – Signs of digital distress

“The internet is now a fundamental component of the American economy, creating new ways to educate, employ, bring services to, and entertain every person. Broadband, especially wireline broadband in American homes, is the essential infrastructure for unlocking the internet’s economic benefits. However, broadband infrastructure is far from ubiquitous, both in terms of where it operates and who subscribes to it, and those deficits are not shared evenly across the country.”

https://www.bespacific.com/brookings-study-signs-of-digital-distress/

—————————————————

Internet Users

The godfather of fake news: Meet one of the world’s most prolific writers of disinformation

“Christopher Blair takes a sip of his coffee. Then he carefully focuses on one of the three screens in front of him. He’s in his home office, 45 minutes outside Portland, Maine, on the US East Coast.”

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-sh/the_godfather_of_fake_news

—————————————————

Libraries

Should Book Choices Be Private? Harold Washington Library Patron Calls For Change

“A Chicago woman is accusing the Harold Washington Library of failing to protect the privacy of its patrons—and the library is responding tonight.

The iconic owls looming over Chicago’s main library represent knowledge and wisdom, but questions have been raised about whether library staff made a lapse in judgment and violated the American Library Association’s best practices by leaving the names of its patrons out in plain sight.”

https://chicago.cbslocal.com/2018/11/29/harold-washington-library-reserve-system-violation/

Remembering the Howard University Librarian Who Decolonized the Way Books Were Catalogued

“Dorothy Porter challenged the racial bias in the Dewey Decimal System, putting black scholars alongside white colleagues”

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/remembering-howard-university-librarian-who-decolonized-way-books-were-catalogued-180970890/

—————————————————

Technology

Inside the world of AI that forges beautiful art and terrifying deepfakes

“In the last three weeks, we laid down the basics of AI. To recap:
Most AI advances and applications are based on a type of algorithm known as machine learning that finds and reapplies patterns in data.
Deep learning, a powerful subset of machine learning, uses neural networks to find and amplify even the smallest patterns.
Neural networks are layers of simple computational nodes that work together to analyze data, kind of like neurons in the human brain.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/612501/inside-the-world-of-ai-that-forges-beautiful-art-and-terrifying-deepfakes/

—————————————————
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Libraries

Oxford’s Library Once Branded Its Sauciest Books With a Greek Letter
“Built in 1602 and home to more than 13 million items, the Bodleian is the second-largest among British libraries behind only, well, the British Library. It’s a point of pride for the university, but keeping it all running smoothly can be “a bit of a ‘mare,” says Lloyd (Meadhbh) Houston, an Oxford graduate student who published a 2015 history of the Phi collection in the Bodleian Library Record. In 1882, head librarian E.W.B. Nicholson set out to make things more orderly, by schematizing some 7,000 different classifications. One
stood out among the traditional numbers and letters used in the classification system: a lone Greek symbol chosen, most likely, as a pun on “Fie!” (As in, “Fie on you for such prurient proclivities!”).”
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/oxford-obscene-book-collection

———————————-

Archives

How Archivists Could Stop Deepfakes From Rewriting History
“While many have feared the potential of deepfakes to spread misinformation in the here and now, these videos could distort reality long after today’s fake news goes viral if they’re improperly archived as legitimate. Gizmodo spoke with several historians, archivists, and professors who were familiar with the deepfakes phenomenon, some of whom had pragmatic concerns about it. Fortunately, archivists have rigidly established principles meant to catch forgeries and screw-ups, but these protections are only as strong as the
institutions that provide them.”
https://gizmodo.com/how-archivists-could-stop-deepfakes-from-rewriting-hist-1829666009

California: State of Change
“This portfolio is the first publication from Past Tense, an archival storytelling project of The New York Times. As we digitize some six million photo prints in our files, dating back more than 100 years, we are using those images to bring the events and characters of the past to life in the present. To enhance these photographs’ value as artifacts and research tools, we are presenting these images with some of the “metadata” from the reverse side of each print.”
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/11/09/us/california-history-photos.html

———————————-

Books

‘The End of Trust’ – On Sale in Bookstores and Free to Download Now!
“The End of Trust is on sale online and in bookstores now, but it’s also free to download under a Creative Commons BY-NC-ND license. In addition to essays from EFFers, contributors include anthropologist Gabriella Coleman examining anonymity, Edward Snowden tackling blockchain, and EFF Pioneer Award winner Malkia Cyril zeroing in on the historical surveillance of black bodies.”
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/11/end-trust-sale-bookstores-and-free-download-now

Oxford University Press: Twelve philosophy books everyone should read: from Plato to Foucault
“Every year the third Thursday in November marks World Philosophy Day, UNESCO’s collaborative “initiative towards building inclusive societies, tolerance and peace.” To celebrate, we’ve curated a reading list of historical texts by great philosophers that shaped the modern world and who had important things to say about the issues that we wrestle with today such as freedom, authority, equality, sexuality, and the meaning of life.”
https://blog.oup.com/2018/11/world-philosophy-day-2018-slideshow/

———————————-

Technology

More companies are chipping their workers like pets
“The trend of blundering into the void of adopting new tech, damn the consequences, full speed ahead, continues this week. The Telegraph tells us about “a number of UK legal and financial firms” are in talks with a chip company to implant their employees with RFID microchips for security purposes.”
https://www.engadget.com/2018/11/16/employee-microchip-security-orwell/

The Pentagon’s Getting More Secretive and It’s Hurting National Security
“At a time of rampant executive branch corruption and large increases in defense spending, Americans are rightly concerned about the need for governmental transparency. People deserve to know how their money is being used, and what life-or-death decisions the Pentagon bureaucracy is making in their names. As President Trump asks for more defense dollars and relies more than ever on the military to conduct the country’s business, his administration should be taking commensurate steps to increase openness and strengthen
accountability to the public.

Instead, the Defense Department under this administration has been doing the exact opposite. Its current leaders declared war on transparency in their earliest days on the job. On issue after issue, they have made conspicuous decisions to roll back transparency and public accountability precisely when we need it most.”
https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2018/10/pentagons-getting-more-secretive-and-its-hurting-national-security/152345/

———————————-

Intellectual Property

Legal Research Companies Post Laws Online, but Do They Own the Data?
“As more private companies upload judicial opinions, state and federal regulations and other public court documents, attempting to copyright those documents may prove futile. After all, many public court documents are deemed uncopyrightable and essential for public consumption.”
https://www.law.com/legaltechnews/2018/11/15/legal-research-companies-post-laws-online-but-do-they-own-the-data/
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Intellectual Property

End intellectual property
The grand term ‘intellectual property’ covers a lot of ground: the software that runs our lives, the movies we watch, the songs we listen to. But also the credit-scoring algorithms that determine the contours of our futures, the chemical structure and manufacturing processes for life-saving pharmaceutical drugs, even the golden arches of McDonald’s and terms such as ‘Google’. All are supposedly ‘intellectual property’. We are urged, whether by stern warnings on the packaging of our Blu-ray discs or by sonorous pronouncements
from media company CEOs, to cease and desist from making unwanted, illegal or improper uses of such ‘property’, not to be ‘pirates’, to show the proper respect for the rights of those who own these things. But what kind of property is this? And why do we refer to such a menagerie with one inclusive term?
https://aeon.co/essays/the-idea-of-intellectual-property-is-nonsensical-and-pernicious

———————————-

Privacy

A new personal genome test is free, but only if you bare all about your lifeT
Nebula Genomics plans to create rough-and-ready maps of people’s genomes, similar to tests from companies like 23andMe. It costs $99 if you want to pay up front, but you can also earn credits toward a free test if you answer some detailed questions about yourself.
https://www.technologyreview.com/the-download/612428/a-new-personal-genome-test-is-free-but-only-if-you-bare-all-about-your-life/

———————————-

Freedom of Information

Annual Report: FOIA Lawsuits Reach Record Highs in FY 2018
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) lawsuits continued to break record highs in FY 2018. According to case-by-case court records, 860 FOIA lawsuits were filed in FY 2018 against government agencies. In addition, the backlog of FOIA suits waiting to be decided rose to 1,204 cases, an all-time high.
http://foiaproject.org/2018/11/12/annual-report-foia-lawsuits-reach-record-highs-in-fy-2018/

———————————-

Social Media

Operation Infektion: Russian Disinformation from Cold War to Kanye
Russia’s meddling in the United States’ elections is not a hoax. It’s the culmination of Moscow’s decades-long campaign to tear the West apart. “Operation InfeKtion” reveals the ways in which one of the Soviets’ central tactics — the promulgation of lies about America — continues today, from Pizzagate to George Soros conspiracies. Meet the KGB spies who conceived this virus and the American truth squads who tried — and are still trying — to fight it. Countries from Pakistan to Brazil are now debating reality, and in Vladimir
Putin’s greatest triumph, Americans are using Russia’s playbook against one another without the faintest clue.
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/12/opinion/russia-meddling-disinformation-fake-news-elections.html

‘Nothing on this page is real’: How lies become truth in online America
The only light in the house came from the glow of three computer monitors, and Christopher Blair, 46, sat down at a keyboard and started to type. His wife had left for work and his children were on their way to school, but waiting online was his other community, an unreality where nothing was exactly as it seemed. He logged onto his website and began to invent his first news story of the day.

“BREAKING,” he wrote, pecking out each letter with his index fingers as he considered the possibilities. Maybe he would announce that Hillary Clinton had died during a secret overseas mission to smuggle more refugees into America. Maybe he would award President Trump the Nobel Peace Prize for his courage in denying climate change.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/nothing-on-this-page-is-real-how-lies-become-truth-in-online-america/2018/11/17/edd44cc8-e85a-11e8-bbdb-72fdbf9d4fed_story.html

———————————-

Libraries

The Competitive Book Sorters Who Spread Knowledge Around New York
“The Lyngsoe Systems Compact Cross Belt Sorter hogs most of a drab, boxy basement under an unremarkable office building in Queens—238 feet of fast-flying conveyor belt, like a cross between a baggage carousel and a racetrack. The machine scans the barcodes on thousands of library books an hour, and shoves them quickly, efficiently into bins so they can make their way between branches of the New York and Brooklyn Public Libraries. Requested books are dropped off here every day by the truckload and, once processed,
are promptly shuffled off to eager readers all over the city. A day’s work is typically about 40,000 requests, and each one of those books needs to be placed—by hand—onto an empty space on the relentless sorter, with the barcode facing the right way.”
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/competitive-library-book-sorting

At L.A. Public Library, the Compulsion to Collect is Explored in ’21 Collections: Every Object Has a Story’
Why do people collect things? The motivations are as varied as the objects people collect. Perhaps it’s loyalty to a sports team, for instance, or an obsessive desire to accumulate a single kind of object such as stamps. It may even be fueled by the “law of contagion” that drives bidders to own celebrity talismans, believing the objects are infused with the essence of their previous owner.
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/arts/museums/la-et-cm-21-collections-la-public-library20181114-story.html

———————————-

ARCHIVES

Decolonizing the Caribbean Record: An Archives Reader
Decolonizing the Caribbean Record: An Archives Reader is a compendium of forty essays by archivists and academics within and outside of the Caribbean region that address challenges of collecting, representing and preserving the records and cultural expressions of former colonial societies, exploring the contribution of these records to nation-building. How the power of the archives can be subverted to serve the oppressed rather than the oppressors, the colonized rather than the colonizers, is the central theme of this Reader. This
collection seeks to disrupt traditional notions of archives, instead re-imagining records within the context of Caribbean cultures and identities where the oral may be privileged over the written, the creative design over text, the marginal over the mainstream. Envisioned initially as a foundational text that supports the archives education program at the University of the West Indies and documents the history and development of archives and records in the Caribbean, this volume addresses such issues as oral traditions, records
repatriation, community archives, cultural forms and format and diasporic collections. Although focused on the Caribbean region, the essays, ranging from the theoretical to the practice-based to the personal are applicable to the global archival concerns of all decolonized societies.
http://libraryjuicepress.com/blog/?p=5893

———————————-

Technology

One of the fathers of AI is worried about its future
Alongside Geoff Hinton and Yan LeCun, Bengio is famous for championing a technique known as deep learning that in recent years has gone from an academic curiosity to one of the most powerful technologies on the planet.
Bengio met with MIT Technology Review’s senior editor for AI, Will Knight, at an MIT event recently.
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/612434/one-of-the-fathers-of-ai-is-worried-about-its-future/

What is machine learning? We drew you another flowchart
Machine-learning algorithms use statistics to find patterns in massive amounts of data. And data, here, encompasses a lot of things—numbers, words, images, clicks, what have you. If it can be digitally stored, it can be fed into a machine-learning algorithm.
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/612437/what-is-machine-learning-we-drew-you-another-flowchart/

———————————-

Research

Tracking Property Transactions in Philadelphia using official dataset
“The City of Philadelphia has released a dataset of 3.7 million records detailing all property transactions that occurred in the city over the past twenty years. The dataset includes information such as properties’ market values, mortgages, and deeds. Prior to the dataset’s release, Philadelphia residents often had to visit City Hall to learn about property transactions, making it difficult for them to accurately assess property values.”

“Real Estate Transfers – This dataset is a summary of Real Estate Transfer Tax documents. This table contains both raw source data as well as calculated and geocoded/data fields. Document type, grantor, and grantee information is presented by address for each transaction.”
https://www.bespacific.com/tracking-property-transactions-in-philadelphia-using-official-dataset/

———————————-

Professional Development

Quality Time: The Presentation That Changed My Work Life
Have you ever learned something that radically changed the way you work? I experienced that kind of paradigm shift this summer during a Professional Development Day on my campus.

The session was on time management, led by David Gurzick, a professor of management at Hood College. I walked in expecting to hear about tools like Trello and Evernote, or maybe bullet journaling. But the session wasn’t about the HOW or WHAT, but the WHEN. Using workplace research and Daniel Pink’s book When: The Scientific Secrets of Perfect Timing, Dr. Gurzick talked us through how our brains function throughout the day, and how to match the right task to the right time. Dr. Gurzick’s talk and the book When have
transformed how I structure my day.
https://acrlog.org/2018/11/19/quality-time-the-presentation-that-changed-my-work-life/
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Government

EveryLibrary: 2018 Election Night for Libraries
“EveryLibrary tracked 79 elections for new or renewed funding, building projects, and library governance on November 6, 2018 General Election ballots from coast to coast. We were proud to support 10 of these libraries directly in their Informational Campaign Communications along with the local independent Vote Yes committees. In addition, we supported two state library associations partners in their statewide voter outreach about education funding measures that would impact school libraries

Notable wins include the Kansas City (MO) Public Library with an 84% Yes vote; the Ypsilanti (MI) Library District with a 70% Yes vote, and the New Mexico GOBonds for Libraries passing with a +68% vote. We are relieved to report that the Woodstock (NY) Library ‘dissolution’ question was defeated as well. Ohio libraries were very strong last night as well as annual budget votes in the Mid-Hudson region of New York.”
http://everylibrary.org/2018-election-night-libraries/

10 Takeaways for Libraries from the 2018 Midterms
“On Tuesday’s Midterms, 46 states held elections for 6,000 state legislative seats. Thirty-six governorships were on the ballot. Nearly half of our 100 most populous cities held local elections. In 33 states, thousands of county, city and school district commissions, councils and board members were on local ballots. With over 90% of library funding coming from the local and state levels, EveryLibrary is very focused on what the impact of these state and local elections are for libraries.”
http://everylibrary.org/10-takeaways-for-libraries-from-the-2018-midterms/

The Supreme Court Didn’t Take the Net Neutrality Case, and That’s Good
“On Monday, the Supreme Court announced its decision not to hear an appeal to the D.C. Circuit’s decision in US Telecom Association v. FCC, which upheld the FCC’s 2015 Open Internet Order and its net neutrality protections. But that order and the rules it created to ensure ISPs treat all internet traffic fairly have since been replaced (read eliminated) under the chairmanship of Ajit Pai. With the net neutrality rules off the books, the Court had nothing left to review, so not taking the case makes sense. Even so, the Court’s flat
denial is the best end to that case for other reasons.”
https://cdt.org/blog/the-supreme-court-didnt-take-the-net-neutrality-case-and-thats-good/

———————————-

 

Take Action

APDU President Calls for Members to Comment on Federal Data Policy (comment period ends November 16, 2018)
“The Department of Commerce is requesting Phase 2 comments on the Federal Data Strategy. The request for comments, Request for Comments on the Cross-Agency Priority Goal: Leveraging Data as a Strategic Asset: Phase 2, is open until November 16, 2018. The 47 draft practices of the Federal Data Strategy for also have a request for comment due by Nov 16 . The revised principles of the Federal Data Strategy is based on comments to the June request for comments.”
http://apdu.org/2018/07/24/apdu-president-calls-for-members-to-comment-on-federal-data-policy/

———————————-

 

Technology

Is this AI? We drew you a flowchart to work it out
“In the broadest sense, AI refers to machines that can learn, reason, and act for themselves. They can make their own decisions when faced with new situations, in the same way that humans and animals can.

As it currently stands, the vast majority of the AI advancements and applications you hear about refer to a category of algorithms known as machine learning. These algorithms use statistics to find patterns in massive amounts of data. They then use those patterns to make predictions on things like what shows you might like on Netflix, what you’re saying when you speak to Alexa, or whether you have cancer based on your MRI.”
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/612404/is-this-ai-we-drew-you-a-flowchart-to-work-it-out/

The Hardest Job in Silicon Valley is a Living Nightmare
“‘My mom always told me, if I don’t study well, I’ll end up as a scavenger. All they do is pick up garbage. They rely on garbage. It’s the only livelihood they know.’

It’s an insight that a young Filipino woman makes when realizing that her own job in technology is very much the same thing. Her position: Content moderator, one of perhaps thousands of human beings who scan, assess, and delete media of everything from beheadings to child pornography uploaded to services like Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter each day. Her quota? 25,000 photos a day. Her rules? Dictated by corporations–but often vague at best.”
https://www.fastcompany.com/90263921/the-hardest-job-in-silicon-valley-is-a-living-nightmare

Library of Time
Via Today in Librarian Tabs: “this little Glitch app called Library of Time tells you the time using (linked!) numbers found in LoC items. Try it out, it’s freaky cool.”
http://library-of-time.glitch.me

 

———————————-

 

Privacy

We should all worry about corporate control of data.
“The information age has delivered innumerable wonders to us and continues to churn out astonishing innovations on a daily basis. The only reason that contemporary society enjoys such awesome technology and progress these days is that we can gleam so much insight from our data, particularly when we combine disparate datasets together and comb through them with analytics technology. More and more often, we’re seeing corporations begin to exploit this process, seizing as much control as possible over the data of everyday
people.‘
https://thenextweb.com/contributors/2018/11/09/we-should-all-worry-about-corporate-control-of-data/

The Privacy Battle to Save Google From Itself
“Google is not a consumer software company, or even a search company. It’s an ad company. It collects exhaustive data about its users in the service of brokering ad sales around the web. To do so, Google requires an extensive understanding of the backgrounds, browsing habits, preferences, purchases, and lives of as many web users as possible, gleaned through massive data aggregation and analysis”
https://www.wired.com/story/google-privacy-data/

———————————-

 

Values

EFF’s Newest Annual Report
“For nearly thirty years, member support has allowed EFF to grapple with technology and its impact on the future of our civil liberties. When our eyes are so keenly focused on the horizon, sometimes we forget how far we’ve come.

Our just-published Fiscal Year 2017 Annual Report includes a snapshot of that progress, with an update from EFF Executive Director Cindy Cohn and highlights from the year, including: EFF’s groundbreaking border search case and our battle against the dangerous rise of surveillance technology; our continuing fight to preserve the open web and protect creators and fight poor patent claims; and our efforts to meet the security needs of growing communities and speak up for bloggers and technologists silenced by the state.”
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/11/effs-newest-annual-report

The Stories We Share
“The new H.O.P.E. Center, or Hmong Organizing for Progress and Empowerment… officially opened off Eleanor Avenue in Del Paso Heights on Saturday, October 27, with a massive story cloth hanging in the hallway to welcome everyone in, reminding all that this is a place for community.

With the goal of being a co-working space, there are already classes in session for dance and language. But organizers also have plans to a build a cafe and a rotating exhibit space, where they hope to attract artists from the community to participate. They want the center to serve as an incubator that can help the “cultural renaissance” flourish since HmongStory 40 took place. It’ll offer necessary support as a new generation of Hmong Americans rise.”
https://www.centerforhealthjournalism.org/fellowships/projects/stories-we-share

———————————-

 

Libraries

Paradise Library Survives Camp Fire.
“We are so happy to officially confirm that the Paradise Branch Library has survived the Camp Fire. We hope it can continue to serve as a center of community as we all begin to rebuild. From all of us in the Library, we’d like to express our gratitude to the courageous firefighters and other rescue and support agencies who continue to work in the area.”
https://www.facebook.com/20040469987/posts/10159167552289988/
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Government:

Worrying new holes have been uncovered in US electoral cyberdefenses

“With voting in the 2018 midterm elections under way, a new analysis has revealed a security flaw hackers could exploit to corrupt voter registrations and election results.”

“The news: A study by ProPublica found that computer servers in two states, Kentucky and Wisconsin, were running software that could be compromised by a cyberattack. Kentucky’s system deals with online voter registration, while Wisconsin’s handles results reporting. The two states told ProPublica that voter registration data hasn’t been tampered with, and that they have robust cyberdefenses to prevent intrusions. Still, Wisconsin took its server offline after ProPublica contacted it.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/the-download/612379/worrying-new-holes-have-been-uncovered-in-the-uss-electoral-cyber-defenses/

Research:

Harvard Converts Millions of Legal Documents into Open Data

“A new free website spearheaded by the Library Innovation Lab at the Harvard Law School makes available nearly 6.5 million state and federal cases dating from the 1600s to earlier this year, in an initiative that could alter and inform the future availability of similar areas of public-sector big data. Led by the Lab, which was founded in 2010 as an arena for experimentation and exploration into expanding the role of libraries in the online era, the Caselaw Access Project went live Oct. 29 after five years of discussions, planning and
digitization of roughly 100,000 pages per day over two years”

https://lisnews.org/harvard_converts_millions_of_legal_documents_into_open_data

Books and Reading:
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Can Diverse Books Save Us? In a divided world, librarians are on a mission

“‘She gasped when she saw a girl wearing hijab on the cover,’ says Deborah Vose, recalling a seventh grader who wandered into her library one afternoon and stood, captivated, before a display of books. Staring at the cover of Brave, the 2017 graphic novel by Svetlana Chmakova, the student grasped the book and exclaimed, ‘Someone who looks like me!'”

“It was a brief moment of discovery and connection that would delight any educator, but to Vose, the librarian at South and East Middle Schools in Braintree, MA, it was especially significant. She—like the vast majority of respondents to a recent School Library Journal (SLJ) survey—has made it a priority to bring books reflecting diverse cultures and perspectives to the children and community she serves.”

“Finding the right book for the right reader is a constant goal of librarianship, but the import of diverse books is bringing new meaning to that effort. “Along with giving students choice [in reading], diversity is the most important issue in the field of teen and children’s literature right now,” says Elaine Fultz, district library media specialist at Madison Jr/Sr High School in Middletown, OH, and among those who responded to SLJ’s survey.”

https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=can-diverse-books-save-us

What’s the most influential book of the past 20 years?

“Each year, more than 15,000 academic books are published in North America. A scant few will reach beyond their core audience of disciplinary specialists. Fewer still will enter the public consciousness.”

“We invited scholars from across the academy to tell us what they saw as the most influential book published in the past 20 years. (Some respondents named books slightly outside our time frame, but we included them anyway.) We asked them to select books — academic or not, but written by scholars — from within or outside their own fields. It was up to our respondents to define “influential,” but we asked them to explain why they chose the books they did. Here are their answers.Please feel free to pass along in part or in its
entirety; attribution appreciated.”

https://www.chronicle.com/interactives/influential-books?cid=FEATUREDNAV

The Bookseller’s Diagram Prize for the Oddest Book Title of the Year Voting Is Open

“An academic treatise on dung, a how-to guide of acupuncture for horses and the first-ever German language entry are among the six books in the running for the 40th edition of The Bookseller’s Diagram Prize for the Oddest Book Title of the Year.”           

“The prize, founded by Trevor Bounford and the late Bruce Robinson of publishing solutions firm the Diagram Group, is the annual celebration of the book world’s strangest and most perplexing titles. The Bookseller and its legendary diarist Horace Bent have been custodians of the prize since 1982.   The six books up for what Bent has called “the most prestigious literary gong Britain—nay the world—has ever known” are: Are Gay Men More Accurate in Detecting Deceits? (Open Dissertation Press); Call of Nature: The Secret
Life of Dung (Pelagic Publishing); Equine Dry Needling (tredition); Jesus on Gardening (Onwards and Upwards); Joy of Waterboiling (Achse Verlag) and Why Sell Tacos in Africa? (Blue Ocean Marketing).”

https://lisnews.org/the_booksellers_diagram_prize_for_the_oddest_book_title_of_the_year_voting_is_openv

 

Privacy:

Google Chrome’s Users Take a Back Seat to Its Bottom Line

Google Chrome is the most popular browser in the world. Chrome routinely leads the pack in features for security and usability, most recently helping to drive the adoption of HTTPS. But when it comes to privacy, specifically protecting users from tracking, most of its rivals leave it in the dust.

Users are more aware of, and concerned about, the harms of pervasive tracking than ever before. So why is Chrome so far behind? It’s because Google still makes most of its money from tracker-driven, behaviorally-targeted ads. The marginal benefit of each additional bit of information about your activities online is relatively small to an advertiser, especially given how much you directly give Google through your searches and use of tools like Google Home. But Google still builds Chrome as if it needs to vacuum up everything it
can about your online activities, whether you want it to or not.

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/11/google-chromes-users-take-back-seat-its-bottom-line
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Education

190 universities just launched 600 free online courses. Here’s the full list.

“If you haven’t heard, universities around the world are offering their courses online for free (or at least partially free). These courses are collectively called MOOCs or Massive Open Online Courses. In the past six years or so, over 800 universities have created more than 10,000 of these MOOCs. ”

https://www.bespacific.com/190-universities-just-launched-600-free-online-courses-heres-the-full-list/

The Digital Gap Between Rich and Poor Kids Is Not What We Expected

“America’s public schools are still promoting devices with screens — even offering digital-only preschools. The rich are banning screens from class altogether.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/26/style/digital-divide-screens-schools.html

—————————————————

Government

US midterm elections: A guide to everything you need to know

“Millions of voters will soon go to the polls across the US, but they won’t be picking a president. The impact of the midterm elections, however, could be almost as significant. President Donald Trump isn’t on the ballot, but the results will be a referendum on the polarizing US leader, his policies and the Republican politicians who have tied their fortunes to his. President Trump could have more power or less in Washington by the end of Election Day. The elections are on Tuesday, November 6, but lots of people will have already
voted by then because early voting is a thing in the US, where about 40% of ballots were cast before Election Day in 2016. Here’s everything you need to know about the US midterm elections.”

https://www.bespacific.com/us-midterm-elections-a-guide-to-everything-you-need-to-know/

—————————————————

Intellectual Property

WIPO Lex provides free of charge access to legal information on intellectual property

“WIPO Lex is a global database that provides free of charge access to legal information on intellectual property (IP) such as treaties administered by WIPO, other IP-related treaties, and laws and regulations of some 200 countries.”

https://www.bespacific.com/wipo-lex-provides-free-of-charge-access-to-legal-information-on-intellectual-property/

—————————————————

International Outlook

Italy Steps Up To Defend EU Internet Users Against Copyright Filters – Who Will Be Next?

“The latest news from Brussels: Italy is not happy with Article 13 or Article 11, and wants them gone.

What is going on with Europe’s meme-filtering Article 13 (and the hyperlink-meddling Article 11)? After the proposals sneaked over the finish line in a close European Parliamentary vote in July, the decision-making has dipped out of the spotlight into the backrooms of the EU. Behind the scenes, attitudes are still shifting against the new Internet rules. Italy’s domestic government has now taken a strong position against the bill. If they hear from EU citizens, other governments may shift too.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/10/italy-steps-defend-eu-internet-users-against-copyright-filters-who-will-be-next

—————————————————

Libraries

ANTI-GAY GROUP SUES HOUSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY OVER DRAG QUEEN STORYTIME EVENTS

“The Houston Public Library and the city’s mayor were sued by anti-gay protesters over the city-sponsored Drag Queen Storytime, a series that began last summer.”

https://www.newsweek.com/houston-public-library-sued-anti-gay-group-over-drag-queen-storytime-events-1181627

—————————————————

Research

The Case Against Alphabetical Naming of Authors

“New study suggests that the practice — dominant in some fields — unfairly penalizes those whose last names are at the end.”

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2018/10/22/study-takes-aim-psychologys-practice-ordering-reference-lists-alphabetically

—————————————————

Values

How gender bias influences Nobel Prizes

“Women receive Nobel Prizes in science significantly less often than might be predicted from their representation in those fields. But why?”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/612349/how-gender-bias-influences-nobel-prizes/

—————————————————
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Education

Faced with daily barrage of news, college students find it hard to tell what’s real and what’s ‘fake news’

“College students turn to their peers and online versions of trusted newspapers for news at least twice as often as they do to print publications, TV, or podcasts. Those who get their news on social media turn to Facebook, Snapchat and YouTube more often than Twitter. And nine out of ten college students get their news from at least five different sources in a given week. With so many different ways to get news, students face a constant surge that makes it difficult for them to distinguish between what’s real and what’s fake, and in
some cases, to trust any news at all, according to a new report from one of the largest and most comprehensive studies of youth media engagement.”

https://www.bespacific.com/faced-with-daily-barrage-of-news-college-students-find-it-hard-to-tell-whats-real-and-whats-fake-news/

—————————————————

Freedom of Information

Department of Interior’s proposal to destroy records may be of interest

“Today I want to specifically highlight a massive request from the Department of the Interior to schedule records destruction across all of its agencies. It’s asking for permission to destroy records about oil and gas leases, mining, dams, wells, timber sales, marine conservation, fishing, endangered species, non-endangered species, critical habitats, land acquisition, and lots more.”

https://www.bespacific.com/department-of-interiors-proposal-to-destroy-records-may-be-of-interest/

—————————————————

International Outlook

Getting Started with the Marrakesh Treaty – a Guide for Librarians

“The Marrakesh Treaty entered into force in September 2016, faster than any other international copyright text in the last 40 years. It promises to remove some of the key barriers to access to information by people with print disabilities.”

https://www.ifla.org/publications/node/71175

—————————————————

Libraries

12 Authors Write About the Libraries They Love – The New York Times

“For most readers and writers — and book lovers in general — the library holds a special place of honor and respect. We asked several authors to tell us about their local public library or to share a memory of a library from their past.”

https://lisnews.org/12_authors_write_about_the_libraries_they_love_the_new_york_times

Cantor, Stanford Libraries make Warhol photography archives publicly available

“Now available through the Stanford Libraries’ SearchWorks catalog, Spotlight gallery, and the Cantor’s website, this archive – of 3,600 contact sheets and 130,000 images – provides a unique ability to view the world through the lens of Warhol’s 35mm camera, which he took with him everywhere he went during the last decade of his life. The collection, which is the most complete collection of the artist’s black-and-white photography ever made available to the public was acquired by the Cantor from The Andy Warhol Foundation
for the Visual Arts Inc. in 2014.”

https://lisnews.org/cantor_stanford_libraries_make_warhol_photography_archives_publicly_available

The Library of Congress Launches the National Screening Room, Putting Online Hundreds of Historic Films

“The Library of Congress just cut the ribbon on the National Screening Room, an online trove of cinematic goodies, free for the streaming. Given that the collection spans more than 100 years of cinema history, from 1890-1999, not all of the featured films are in the public domain, but most are, and those are free to download as well as watch. Archivist Mike Mashon, who heads the Library’s Moving Image Section, identifies the project’s goal as providing the public with a “broad range of historical and cultural audio-visual
materials that will enrich education, scholarship and lifelong learning.”

https://lisnews.org/the_library_of_congress_launches_the_national_screening_room_putting_online_hundreds_of_historic

—————————————————

Open Access

Open Access Is the Law in California

“Governor Jerry Brown recently signed A.B. 2192, a law requiring that all peer-reviewed, scientific research funded by the state of California be made available to the public no later than one year after publication.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/10/open-access-law-california

—————————————————

Privacy

Apple Launches Portal for U.S. Users to Download Their Data

“Starting on Wednesday [October 17, 2018], Apple will allow US users to download all of their data from the company, following a GDPR-mandated feature for EU citizens that launched in May. The download tool is accessible from the company’s Data and Privacy page, and it encompasses device-syncing data like iCloud bookmarks as well as iTunes purchases and retail-level information like your Apple Care support history. Users will have to authenticate with their Apple ID before receiving the data.”

https://www.bespacific.com/apple-launches-portal-for-u-s-users-to-download-their-data/

—————————————————

Publishing

Closing the Gap Between University Presses and Libraries

“MIT Press and the University of Michigan Press have both announced plans to start selling their ebook collections directly to libraries by creating their own distribution platforms.”

“The publishers previously did not have a mechanism for selling to institutions directly. Instead, access to ebooks was largely brokered through third-party acquisition services such as EBSCO, ProQuest, OverDrive, Project Muse and JSTOR.”

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2018/10/18/university-presses-take-control-ebook-distribution

—————————————————

Technology

Norway’s petabyte plan: Store everything ever published in a 1,000-year archive

“In the far north of Norway, near the Arctic Circle, experts at the National Library of Norway’s (NLN) secure storage facility are in the process of implementing an astonishing plan.”

“They aim to digitize everything ever published in Norway: books, newspapers, manuscripts, posters, photos, movies, broadcasts, and maps, as well as all websites on the Norwegian .no domain.”

https://www.zdnet.com/article/norways-petabyte-plan-store-everything-ever-published-in-a-1000-year-archive/

—————————————————

 Share

 Share

Intersect Alert | SLA San Francisco Bay Area Chapter http://sanfrancisco.sla1.org/category/intersect/

7 of 33 3/11/19, 4:45 PM



Please feel free to pass along in part or in its entirety; attribution appreciated.
The Intersect Alert is a newsletter of the Communications Committee, San Francisco Bay Area Chapter, Special Libraries Association

Share this:

Posted in Intersect AlertComments Off

Intersect Alert October 15, 2018
Posted on October 15, 2018. Tags: education, government, international outlook, internet access, libraries, privacy, publishing, research, technology

 

Education

Home Libraries Confer Long-Term Benefits

“We’ve known for a while that home libraries are strongly linked to children’s academic achievement. What’s less certain is whether the benefits they bestow have a long-term impact.

A new large-scale study, featuring data from 31 countries, reports they do indeed. It finds the advantages of growing up in a book-filled home can be measured well into adulthood.”

https://psmag.com/education/home-libraries-confer-long-term-benefits

—————————————————

Government

Email and internet voting risks

“Election integrity advocates released a report today cautioning against online voting as an overlooked threat to election infrastructure. It’s susceptible to cyberattacks at nearly every point in the journey from voter to county clerk’s office, they say, warning that malware can remain undetected on a voter’s computer, voter authentication can be stolen, emailed ballots can be manipulated without detection and servers hosting ballots can be penetrated — none of which can be effectively audited.”

https://www.rstreet.org/2018/10/11/email-and-internet-voting-risks/

—————————————————

Internet Access

Advocates Ask FCC Chairman Not To Take Away 5G Spectrum From Rural America

“Today, Public Knowledge joined 20 rural advocacy organizations, rural healthcare providers, rural network operators, and public interest advocates in a letter urging Federal Communications Commission Chairman Ajit Pai to preserve the existing Citizens Band Radio Service (CBRS) rules that enable small providers to offer service in rural areas.”

https://www.publicknowledge.org/press-release/advocates-ask-fcc-chairman-not-to-take-away-5g-spectrum-from-rural-america

—————————————————

International Outlook

EU Internet Censorship Will Censor the Whole World’s Internet

“As the EU advances the new Copyright Directive towards becoming law in its 28 member-states, it’s important to realise that the EU’s plan will end up censoring the Internet for everyone, not just Europeans.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/10/eu-internet-censorship-will-censor-whole-worlds-internet

—————————————————

Libraries

American democracy is fracturing. Libraries say they know how to help

“Don’t mess with libraries. One economist learned that lesson the hard way in July after posting a story on Forbes arguing that Amazon should replace local libraries to save taxpayers money. The collective outrage of librarians and Twitter was so great that Forbes deleted the story from its site. The passionate defenders of libraries aren’t just up in arms about books. They say that in a fractured society, libraries are a crucial way to fight the ravages of scorched earth partisanship, rising social discord, and educational inequalities.”

https://www.bespacific.com/american-democracy-is-fracturing-libraries-say-they-know-how-to-help/

—————————————————

Privacy

How to tell for sure if you’re a victim of Facebook’s huge data breach

“Facebook now admits hackers in the security breach revealed two weeks ago stole a lot of sensitive information from millions of users.

The news: Facebook said in a blog post that it now thinks some 30 million users, rather than 50 million, were affected by a recent breach that allowed hackers to steal personal data. However, 14 million of them had details such as their religion, birthplace, and place of work exposed. The remaining 16 million either suffered no data loss or had only their e-mail and/or other contact details stolen. Previously, Facebook had said it didn’t know what, if any, information was compromised.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/the-download/612289/how-to-tell-for-sure-if-youre-a-victim-of-facebooks-huge-data-breach/

Genome Hackers Show No One’s DNA Is Anonymous Anymore

“In 2013, a young computational biologist named Yaniv Erlich shocked the research world by showing it was possible to unmask the identities of people listed in anonymous genetic databases using only an Internet connection. Policymakers responded by restricting access to pools of anonymized biomedical genetic data. An NIH official said at the time, “The chances of this happening for most people are small, but they’re not zero.” Fast-forward five years and the amount of DNA information housed in digital data stores has
exploded, with no signs of slowing down.”

https://www.bespacific.com/genome-hackers-show-no-ones-dna-is-anonymous-anymore/

Voice Phishing Scams Are Getting More Clever

“Most of us have been trained to be wary of clicking on links and attachments that arrive in emails unexpected, but it’s easy to forget scam artists are constantly dreaming up innovations that put a new shine on old-fashioned telephone-based phishing scams. Think you’re too smart to fall for one? Think again: Even technology experts are getting taken in by some of the more recent schemes (or very nearly)…”

https://www.bespacific.com/voice-phishing-scams-are-getting-more-clever/

—————————————————

Publishing

More than 9 million broken links on Wikipedia are now rescued

“As part of the Internet Archive’s aim to build a better Web, we have been working to make the Web more reliable — and are pleased to announce that 9 million formerly broken links on Wikipedia now work because they go to archived versions in the Wayback Machine.”

https://blog.archive.org/2018/10/01/more-than-9-million-broken-links-on-wikipedia-are-now-rescued/

—————————————————

Research

Law firms can learn from other industries’ missteps on cybersecurity awareness and prevention

“Equifax. Yahoo. Anthem. Sony. In the past few years, these companies experienced some of the most significant data breaches to date. And all of these companies found themselves subject to intense worldwide media coverage over their failure to secure their information. The industries affected—from health care to entertainment—know all too well that the struggle to secure data in the digital age never ends. While individual businesses within these industries will continue to find themselves vulnerable to breaches, they have an
advantage over law firms.”

https://www.bespacific.com/law-firms-can-learn-from-other-industries-missteps-on-cybersecurity-awareness-and-prevention/

—————————————————

Technology

Amazon ditched AI recruitment software because it was biased against women

“According to a report by Reuters, Amazon began developing an automated system in 2014 to rank job seekers with one to five stars. But last year, the company scrapped the project after seeing it had developed a preference for male candidates in technical roles.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/the-download/612253/amazon-ditched-ai-recruitment-software-because-it-was-biased-against-women/

Neural networks don’t understand what optical illusions are

“Machine-vision systems can match humans at recognizing faces and can even create realistic synthetic faces. But researchers have discovered that the same systems cannot recognize optical illusions, which means they also can’t create new ones.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/612261/neural-networks-dont-understand-what-optical-illusions-are/

—————————————————
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Archives

Spanish civil servant who had €50,000 salary but failed to do a day’s work for ten years banned from post

“A civil servant in the Spanish province of Valencia has been handed a nine-year ban from public posts after it emerged he had been absent from his €50,000-a-year job for more than a decade.”

“Every weekday morning, Carles Recio, an archives director in Valencia’s provincial government, would turn up at his office only to clock in and head straight out again, before coming back at 4pm to clock out. ”

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/07/10/ban-spanish-civil-servant-paid-50000-year-despite-not-turning/

Celebrating American Archives Month

“Standing midway between the White House and the U.S. Capitol, the National Archives building at 700 Pennsylvania Avenue is as impressive today as when it opened in 1935. Surrounded by seventy-two Corinthian columns, each over 50 feet high, it is among the most popular photo backdrops for tourists.”

https://aotus.blogs.archives.gov/2018/10/05/celebrating-american-archives-month/

—————————————————

Copyright

Keep Copyright Office in Library of Congress

“The American Library Association (ALA) and libraries had two great wins on the copyright front in late September—the Marrakesh Treaty Implementation Act and the Music Modernization Act. But we are also facing serious threats, including one focused on the US Copyright Office and Library of Congress.”

“On September 26, the US Senate held a hearing on the Register of Copyrights Selection and Accountability Act (S. 1010), which passed the House of Representatives in March 2018. One of the two witnesses at this hearing was our copyright counsel Jonathan Band, who also serves as counsel to the Library Copyright Alliance (LCA). This unfortunate and unneeded legislation would remove the hiring authority of the Register of Copyrights from the Librarian of Congress and make it an appointment of the president, which would
then require Senate confirmation.”

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blogs/the-scoop/keep-copyright-office-in-library-of-congress/

—————————————————

Intellectual Property

What’s In (and Out) of the IP Chapter of the United States, Mexico, Canada Trade Agreement

“Yesterday, Canada announced—just in time for the self-imposed deadline by the negotiating parties of September 30— that it would join the trade agreement with the United States and Mexico. This agreement, a renegotiation of NAFTA, which apparently is also being called the US-Mexico-Canada Agreement or USMCA, includes much more prescriptive provision on intellectual property than what was included in the original NAFTA. The original NAFTA text on intellectual property, written in a different era of trade
agreements, does not include language on copyright term or issues covered by the WIPO Internet Treaties (NAFTA was negotiated before the WIPO Copyright Treaty and WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty).”

http://policynotes.arl.org/?p=1733

—————————————————

Libraries

Tall Tales: Secrets of the Tower

“It is an icon of the Cambridge skyline that has inspired authors from CS Lewis to Stephen Fry – and been an enduring source of undergraduate legend for its mythical collection of Victorian pornography.”

“Now, the treasures of Cambridge University Library’s fabled 17-storey Tower Collection, chosen from nearly a million volumes, will go on public display together for the first time in a free exhibition.”

“Tall Tales: Secrets of the Tower opens to the public from May 2-October 28. More than 90 per cent of the objects have never before been on public display.”

https://www.cam.ac.uk/TallTales

—————————————————

Open Access

National Technical Information Library (NTRL) is now Open Access

“University of California Digital Library: “The National Technical Reports Library (NTRL – U.S. Department of Commerce) has become an open access resource, following a decision made by the National Technical Information Service (NTIS). NTRL was previously licensed as Tier 2 by five UC campuses. With the change of NTRL to open access, the PID redirects to the Open NTRL platform and a catalog record for Open NTRL will be available soon.”

https://www.bespacific.com/national-technical-information-library-ntrl-is-now-open-access/

—————————————————

Open Data

Open Data, Grey Data, and Stewardship: Universities at the Privacy Frontier

“As universities recognize the inherent value in the data they collect and hold, they encounter unforeseen challenges in stewarding those data in ways that balance accountability, transparency, and protection of privacy, academic freedom, and intellectual property. Two parallel developments in academic data collection are converging: (1) open access requirements, whereby researchers must provide access to their data as a condition of obtaining grant funding or publishing results in journals; and (2) the vast accumulation of ‘grey
data’ about individuals in their daily activities of research, teaching, learning, services, and administration.”

https://www.bespacific.com/open-data-grey-data-and-stewardship-universities-at-the-privacy-frontier/

—————————————————

Privacy

There are Many Problems With Mobile Privacy but the Presidential Alert Isn’t One of Them

“On Wednesday, most cell phones in the US received a jarring alert at the same time. This was a test of the Wireless Emergency Alert (WEA) system, also commonly known as the Presidential Alert. This is an unblockable nationwide alert system which is operated by Federal Emergency Management Agency (*not* the President, as the name might suggest) to warn people of a catastrophic event such as a nuclear strike or nationwide terrorist attack. The test appears to have been mostly successful, and having a nationwide
emergency alert system certainly doesn’t seem like a bad idea; but Wednesday’s test has also generated concern.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/10/there-are-many-problems-mobile-privacy-presidential-alert-isnt-one-them

—————————————————

Publishing

‘Sokal Squared’: Is Huge Publishing Hoax ‘Hilarious and Delightful’ or an Ugly Example of Dishonesty and Bad Faith?

“Reactions to an elaborate academic-journal hoax, dubbed “Sokal Squared” by one observer, came fast and furious on Wednesday. Some scholars applauded the hoax for unmasking what they called academe’s leftist, victim-obsessed ideological slant and low publishing standards. Others said it had proved nothing beyond the bad faith and dishonesty of its authors.”

https://www.chronicle.com/article/Sokal-Squared-Is-Huge/244714
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Copyright

Image rights metadata in Google Images

“As part of a collaboration between Google, photo industry consortium CEPIC, and IPTC, the global technical standards body for the news media, you can now access rights-related image metadata in Google Images.”

“It’s traditionally been difficult to know the creator of images on the web, as well as who might own the rights. This information is often part of image metadata, and is key to protecting image copyright and licensing information.”

“Starting today, we’ve added Creator and Credit metadata whenever present to images on Google Images. To see this information on Google Images, you can click on the “Image Credits” link to view the metadata fields. Over the coming weeks, we will also add Copyright Notice metadata.”

<a href=”https://www.blog.google/products/search/image-rights-metadata-google-images/” target=”_blank” rel=”https://www.blog.google/products/search/image-rights-metadata-google-images/

Copyright and Speech Should Not Be Treated Like Traffic Tickets

“While there may not be consensus on what they are, there is a shared belief that U.S. copyright law has some serious problems. But the CASE Act, which aims to treat copyright claims like traffic tickets, is not the answer.”

“On Thursday, August 27, the House Judiciary Committee held a hearing on the CASE Act (H.R. 3945). The CASE Act would create a “small claims” system for copyright, but not within the courts. Instead, cases would be heard by “Claims Officers” at the Copyright Office in Washington, D.C. And the Copyright Office has a history of presuming the interests of copyright holders are more valid than other legal rights and policy concerns, including the free expression values protected by fair use.”

<a href=”https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/09/copyright-and-speech-should-be-treated-ttraffic-tickets” target=”_blank” rel=”https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/09/copyright-and-speech-should-be-treated-ttraffic-tickets

—————————————————

Freedom of Information

Inventor of World Wide Web Announces Project to Restore Power and Agency of Individuals on The Web

Tim Berners-Lee:”I’ve always believed the web is for everyone. That’s why I and others fight fiercely to protect it. The changes we’ve managed to bring have created a better and more connected world. But for all the good we’ve achieved, the web has evolved into an engine of inequity and division; swayed by powerful forces who use it for their own agendas. Today, I believe we’ve reached a critical tipping point, and that powerful change for the better is possible – and necessary.”

https://www.bespacific.com/inventor-of-world-wide-web-announces-project-to-restore-power-and-agency-of-individuals-on-the-web/

—————————————————

Government

Voting Machine Used in Half of U.S. Is Vulnerable to Attack, Report Finds

“Election machines used in more than half of U.S. states carry a flaw disclosed more than a decade ago that makes them vulnerable to a cyberattack, according to a report to be delivered Thursday on Capitol Hill.”

https://www.wsj.com/articles/widely-used-election-systems-are-vulnerable-to-attack-report-finds-1538020802?mod=hp_lead_pos9

Encouraging Library Patrons to Participate in Democracy Through Being Poll Workers

“On Election Day, it’s too late to change unfair and burdensome voting rules. But we can work together to ensure the rules are clearly explained and accurately applied. Fair Elections Center is encouraging libraries to partner on an initiative to recruit tech-savvy and bilingual patrons to serve as poll workers.”

https://www.districtdispatch.org/2018/09/encouraging-library-patrons-to-participate-in-democracy-through-being-poll-workers/

—————————————————

Internet Access

California’s Governor Signs Nation’s Toughest Net Neutrality Law

“THE NATION’S LARGEST state adopted sweeping net neutrality protections, setting up a legal showdown with the federal government over the future of the internet. California Governor Jerry Brown Sunday signed a bill banning broadband providers such as AT&T and Comcast from blocking, throttling, or otherwise discriminating against lawful content passing through their networks. Almost immediately, the Justice Department filed suit to block the law.”

https://www.wired.com/story/california-governor-signs-nations-toughest-net-neutrality-law/

—————————————————

Privacy

Facebook Is Giving Advertisers Access to Your Shadow Contact Information

“One of the many ways that ads get in front of your eyeballs on Facebook and Instagram is that the social networking giant lets an advertiser upload a list of phone numbers or email addresses it has on file; it will then put an ad in front of accounts associated with that contact information. A clothing retailer can put an ad for a dress in the Instagram feeds of women who have purchased from them before, a politician can place Facebook ads in front of anyone on his mailing list, or a casino can offer deals to the email addresses of
people suspected of having a gambling addiction. Facebook calls this a “custom audience.””

https://gizmodo.com/facebook-is-giving-advertisers-access-to-your-shadow-co-1828476051
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Databases

New Bill Would Finally Tear Down Federal Judiciary’s Ridiculous Paywall

“Judicial records are public documents that are supposed to be freely available to the public. But for two decades, online access has been hobbled by a paywall on the judiciary’s website, called PACER (Public Access to Court Electronic Records), which charges as much as 10 cents per page. Now Rep. Doug Collins (R-Ga.) has introduced legislation that would require that the courts make PACER documents available for download free of charge.”

“The PACER system has been on the Web since the late 1990s. To avoid using taxpayer funds to develop the system, Congress authorized the courts to charge users for it instead. Given the plunging cost of bandwidth and storage, you might have expected these fees to decline over time. Instead, the judiciary has actually raised fees over time—from 7 cents per page in 1998 to 10 cents per page today. Even search results incur fees. The result has been a massive windfall for the judiciary—$150 million in 2016 alone.”

https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2018/09/new-bill-would-finally-tear-down-federal-judiciarys-ridiculous-paywall/

New Corpus Linguistics Platform Lets Legal Researchers Explore the Meanings of Words and Phrases

“A first-of-its-kind technology platform launching today allows legal researchers to examine large collections of historical texts to help determine the meanings of words and phrases in the contexts in which they historically were used.”

“The BYU Law platform was inspired by the work of BYU linguistics professor Mark Davies, who pioneered the development of a variety of corpora at corpus.byu.edu. Based on Davies’ work, BYU Law Dean D. Gordon Smith decided to pursue development of a platform designed to serve scholars, judges and practitioners in the legal field.”

https://www.lawsitesblog.com/2018/09/new-corpus-linguistics-platform-lets-legal-researchers-explore-meanings-words-phrases.html

International Data Base

“The International Data Base (IDB) was developed by the U.S. Census Bureau to provide access to accurate and timely demographic measures for populations around the world. The database includes a comprehensive set of indicators, as produced by the U.S. Census Bureau since the 1960s. Through sponsorship from various U.S. Government agencies, the IDB is updated on a regular basis to provide information needed for research, program planning, and policy-making decisions, in the U.S. and globally.”

“Data included in the IDB consist of indicators developed from censuses, surveys, administrative records, and special measures of HIV/AIDS-related mortality. Through evaluation and adjustment of data from these sources, measures of population, mortality, fertility, and net migration are estimated for current and past years and then used as the basis for projections to 2050.”

“The IDB provides estimates and projections for 228 countries and areas which have populations of 5,000 or more and as recognized by the U.S. Department of State. Population size (by single year of age and sex) and components of change (fertility, mortality, and migration) are provided from an initial or base year through 2050, for each calendar year. This level of detail provides an important foundation for tracking the demographic impacts of HIV/AIDS and related conditions, as well as events of concern that are affecting
populations around the globe.”

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/international-programs/about/idb.html

Marine Conservation Planning Database

MarineSCP: a database of SCP initiatives

“The Conservation Planning Database provides a platform to systematically compile and provide access to key information about SCP initiatives and thus contribute to exchanging scientific advice, best practices, tools, and lessons learned. The database aims to facilitate standardized reporting to increase transparency, consistency, and comparability of information, including repeatable methods and justification of planning decisions.”

“This marine proof-of-concept database is the most comprehensive and systematic compilation of marine SCP studies to date, thus providing a unique opportunity for scientists to access and analyze further aspects of marine planning. It provides a full and consistent coverage of the primary literature on marine SCP, and constitutes an important step towards the development of a centralized repository of key information on planning exercises worldwide.”

“We documented exercises that have followed a systematic conservation planning approach (Pressey and Bottrill 2009) to guide the spatial allocation of limited resources to achieve explicit conservation objectives, and more recently, social and economic objectives.”

https://mediaflux.jcu.qriscloud.org.au/portal/?name=marinescp

—————————————————

Privacy

Social Media Privacy Legislation: What Employers Need to Know Desktop Reference

“Social media privacy issues now permeate the workplace. Since April 2012, a growing number of states have enacted social media privacy laws regulating the use of social media by employers and educational institutions. The various laws, in varying degrees, prohibit employers and/or higher education institutions from requesting or requiring employees, prospective employees, students, or applicants to provide access to theirsocial media accounts (i.e. Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, WhatsApp, SnapChat, Yelp, Vine, Pinterest,
Instagram, Tumblr, etc.), whether through username/password disclosure, opening the accounts in a boss’s presence, adding an employer representative to a contact list, or altering the account’s privacy settings. Many of the laws (though not all) allow those employees or students whose rights have been violated to file lawsuits, or complaints with state agencies, for money damages, penalties, injunctions, attorneys’ fees, or other forms of relief. One law makes it a misdemeanor for an employer to violate these newly established
statutory privacy rights.

https://www.seyfarth.com/uploads/siteFiles/practices/131317SocialMediaSurveyM13.pdf

How to Stop ‘Smart Cities’ From Becoming ‘Surveillance Cities’

“Urban officials dream of a future of ‘Smart Cities’ that use new technologies to gather comprehensive data and algorithms to achieve increased efficiency, sustainability, and safety. While many of these benefits are real, we must be vigilant to ensure that they don’t come at too high a cost, as the adoption of such technologies can also lead to an unacceptable increase in government surveillance.”

Many of these technologies involve cameras that can be tasked with jobs that range from keeping track of traffic to monitoring when the corner trash can gets full. The problems start when they’re also used for tracking people and their movements. In a city blanketed with cameras — including in LED light bulbs found in street lights — it would be very easy for the government to track which political meetings, religious institutions, doctors offices, and other sensitive locations people go to, and to focus its attention even more on
traditionally over-policed communities. This is why these ‘Smart Cities’ are also referred to as ‘Surveillance Cities.'”

“In truth, they are both, and they are no longer futuristic concepts. Since the growth of ‘surveillance cities’ is no longer a hypothetical, we should all be ready to do what it takes to create responsible safeguards, and prevent the unnecessary risks and harms this technology can create. Both elected officials and the public should be provided notice of the potential deployment of these technologies, the potential privacy and civil liberties risks they present, and the real impact of their use. Whereas these surveillance technologies are
often used in secret after they are acquired, only a law that mandates transparency can produce such outcomes. Moreover, cities should prioritize openness and transparency about a project before the project is implemented to limit any potential adverse effects.”

https://sunlightfoundation.com/2018/09/17/how-to-stop-smart-cities-from-becoming-surveillance-cities/

—————————————————

International Outlook

‘Catastrophic’: EU passes controversial copyright law that could hit the likes of Google and Facebook

“European parliamentarians have passed a controversial overhaul of copyright law that could force tech giants to install filters that prevent copyright-protected content from being uploaded.”

“Lawmakers in Strasbourg, France, voted on Wednesday in favor of the European Union’s revamped directive, which is aimed at bringing the bloc’s rules on copyright into the 21st century.”

“The copyright reform was passed with 438 votes in favor, 226 against and 39 abstentions.”

“But critics say such a law would normalize censorship and restrict internet freedom, preventing users from being able to post content ranging from memes to links to articles from news outlets.”

https://www.cnbc.com/2018/09/12/eu-lawmakers-pass-controversial-digital-copyright-law.html
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Search

Thousands of Historical California Legislative Publications Digitized and Openly Available Online!

“California historical legislative research just got a bit easier. As a result of a collaboration between the California Office of Legislative Counsel and librarians at the University of California, Stanford University and the California State Library, nearly 4,000 California Assembly and Senate publications are now online and have been opened for reading access to everyone worldwide. They are available in the HathiTrust Digital Library as a featured collection, as well as individually in Google Books.”

“The project was initiated at the University of California’s California Digital Library (CDL) by current HathiTrust Program Officer for Federal Documents and Collections Heather Christenson. CDL worked with California’s Office of Legislative Counsel to clarify language in recently approved California Assembly Bill no. 884 to confirm that the the collected set of historical publications of California legislative output are indeed in the public domain and can be broadly shared. The recently opened volumes were digitized as part of
the Google Books project from copies collected by UC Berkeley and many other university libraries and have been aggregated in the HathiTrust Digital Library, a partnership of over 140 academic and research libraries.”

https://www.hathitrust.org/blogs/perspectives-from-hathitrust/thousands-of-historical-california-legislative-publications

A Quick Guide to Searching the Web

“Searching the web is a common experience and it is increasingly done using mobile applications, while still heavily relying on just one search engine for all search requirements. The goal of this short guide is to expand the scope of resources from which readers who are not necessarily highly proficient in web research can choose to conduct searches, as well as to engage in knowledge discovery. This article also explains alternative ways to search for information and additional methods to apply to your research to obtain more
comprehensive and actionable results.”

“There are basically four techniques to search for information on the web discussed in this article: 1) Search Engines, 2) Indexes and Directories, 3) Intuitive Search and 4) Custom Search and Deep Web Search. A brief explanation of each area is followed by representative examples that you can immediately put to good use. The intent of this guide is to broaden your search horizons so that searching the web will intuitively become easier, more focused and more effective.”

https://www.llrx.com/2018/09/a-quick-guide-to-searching-the-web/

—————————————————

Privacy

The Game is Rigged: Congress Invites No Consumer Privacy Advocates to its Consumer Privacy Hearing

“The Senate Commerce Committee is getting ready to host a much-anticipated hearing on consumer privacy—and consumer privacy groups don’t get a seat at the table. Instead, the Committee is seeking only the testimony of big tech and Internet access corporations: Amazon, Apple, AT&T, Charter Communications, Google, and Twitter. Some of these companies have spent heavily to oppose consumer privacy legislation and have never supported consumer privacy laws. They know policymakers are considering new privacy
protections, and are likely to view this hearing as a chance to encourage Congress to adopt the weakest privacy protections possible—and eviscerate stronger state protections at the same time.”

“It is no coincidence that, in the past week, two leading industry groups (the Chamber of Commerce and the Internet Association) have called for federal preemption of state data privacy laws in exchange for weaker federal protections. For example, laws in California and Illinois require companies to have user consent to certain uses of their personal information (Nevada and Minnesota have these requirements for Internet access providers), while the industry proposals would only require transparency. That means that companies
would be allowed to collect information without your permission as long as they tell you they’re doing it. The upcoming hearing at the Senate Commerce Committee may be the launch pad for this strategy of undoing stronger state laws.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/09/game-rigged-congress-invites-no-consumer-privacy-advocates-its-consumer-privacy

The Privacy Conundrum

“Librarians have long protected the confidentiality of patron data, while also educating users how to safeguard their own information.”

– In 1972, a university librarian named Zoia Horn went to jail rather than divulge information about an anti-war activist who frequented her library.

– The USA PATRIOT Act’s increased and secret surveillance powers inspired librarian Jessamyn West to create canary signs which violated the spirit of that law.

– A group of librarians known as the “Connecticut Four” successfully fought a National Security Letter requesting library records.

– In 2015, a public library in New Hampshire drew ire from the Department of Homeland Security for installing the Tor browser on their computers.

– Many libraries hold workshops and offer tutorials on how to configure your privacy settings on sites such as Facebook.

“Respecting reader privacy is a fundamental tenet of librarianship. The American Library Association states it this way: ‘Privacy is essential to the exercise of free speech, free thought, and free association.’”

https://medium.com/@hubbard/the-privacy-conundrum-31940d4dbed8

—————————————————

Copyright

New Copyright Powers, New “Terrorist Content” Regulations: A Grim Day For Digital Rights in Europe

“Despite waves of calls and emails from European Internet users, the European Parliament today voted to accept the principle of a universal pre-emptive copyright filter for content-sharing sites, as well as the idea that news publishers should have the right to sue others for quoting news items online – or even using their titles as links to articles. Out of all of the potential amendments offered that would fix or ameliorate the damage caused by these proposals, they voted for worst on offer.”

“There are still opportunities, at the EU level, at the national level, and ultimately in Europe’s courts, to limit the damage. But make no mistake, this is a serious setback for the Internet and digital rights in Europe.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/09/new-copyright-powers-new-terrorist-content-regulations-grim-day-digital-rights

—————————————————

Podcasts

The Pack Horse Librarians Of Eastern Kentucky

“In 1930s Kentucky, in coal country, books made their way to remote and isolated regions of the state through The Pack Horse Library Project.”

DAVID GREENE, HOST:

“Picture a librarian on horseback hauling books over the rugged terrain of Kentucky coal country in the 1930s. The Kitchen Sisters, Davia Nelson and Nikki Silva, take us there. This is part of their new series, ‘The Keepers.'”

“MARY RUTH DIETER: My name is Mary Ruth Shuler Dieter. I’m 97 years old. We traveled on horses, riding down in the mountains of Kentucky. Very poor country. I was delivering books to the children. Pack horse librarian. It was one of the works of President Roosevelt.”

https://www.npr.org/2018/09/13/647329067/the-pack-horse-librarians-of-eastern-kentucky
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Keepers Of The Underground: The Hiphop Archive At Harvard

“This story is the first in NPR’s new Morning Edition series produced by The Kitchen Sisters (Davia Nelson & Nikki Silva) called The Keepers, stories of activist, archivists, rogue librarians, curators, collectors and historians — keepers of the culture and the cultures and collections they keep.”

“Over a decade ago, students of Dr. Marcyliena Morgan, then a Professor of Linguistics at UCLA, started dropping by her office, imploring her to listen to hip-hop.”

“‘I taught urban speech communities,’ Professor Morgan says. Students said, ‘We want to do work on hip-hop.’ I said, ‘That’s performance but it’s not a speech community.’ They said, ‘We’ll be back.'”

“They wanted her to hear the rapping and rhyming, the bravado of the wordplay, this new underground culture that was being created. They wanted her to help them begin to archive the medium.”

https://www.npr.org/2018/09/06/641599819/keepers-of-the-underground-the-hiphop-archive-at-harvard

—————————————————

Open Access

European Science Funders Ban Grantees from Publishing in Paywalled Journals

“Frustrated with the slow transition toward open access (OA) in scientific publishing, 11 national funding organizations in Europe turned up the pressure today. As of 2020, the group, which jointly spends about €7.6 billion on research annually, will require every paper it funds to be freely available from the moment of publication. In a statement, the group said it will no longer allow the 6- or 12-month delays that many subscription journals now require before a paper is made OA, and it won’t allow publication in so-called hybrid
journals, which charge subscriptions but also make individual papers OA for an extra fee.”

http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2018/09/european-science-funders-ban-grantees-publishing-paywalled-journals
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Privacy

Google Notifies People Targeted by Secret FBI Investigation

“At least dozens of people have received an email from Google informing them that the internet giant responded to a request from the FBI demanding the release of user data, according to several people who claimed to have received the email. The email did not specify whether Google released the requested data to the FBI.”

“The unusual notice appears to be related to the case of Colton Grubbs, one of the creators of LuminosityLink, a $40 remote access tool (or RAT), that was marketed to hack and control computers remotely. Grubs pleaded guilty last year to creating and distributing the hacking tool to hundreds of people.”

https://motherboard.vice.com/en_us/article/pawjjn/google-email-secret-fbi-investigation

Exclusive: Government Transparency Site Revealed Social Security Numbers, Other Personal Info

“A federal government transparency website made public dozens, if not hundreds, of Social Security numbers and other personal information in a design error during a system upgrade.”

“The error, on a Freedom of Information Act request portal, was fixed after CNN alerted the government to the situation. For weeks prior, however, individuals’ sensitive personal information was available on the public-facing database unbeknownst to them or the government.”

“After a tip from a source who had noticed the glitch, with two quick searches, CNN discovered that the government had published at least 80 full or partial Social Security numbers. There were other instances of sensitive personal information, including dates of birth, immigrant identification numbers, addresses and contact details.”

https://www.cnn.com/2018/09/03/politics/foia-revealed-social-security-numbers/index.html

Data Collection and Privacy: Balancing Information Needs with Patron Protection

“The University of Arizona in Tucson made big news earlier this year when it revealed that it was tracking swipes of ID cards given to every student and used at almost 700 campus locations in an attempt to predict which students are likely to drop out.”

“It’s an example of learning analytics, the use of data to understand and optimize learning and learning environments. The general concept isn’t new—the university’s announcement noted that student retention has been studied for more than 30 years—but the amount of data that is easy to generate with card swipes has exploded in recent years. And while the goals of learning analytics projects may be noble, the practice has raised alarms among privacy advocates.”

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2018/09/04/data-collection-privacy-learning-analytics/

—————————————————

Libraries and Librarians

Technology Hasn’t Killed Public Libraries – It’s Inspired Them to Transform and Stay Relevant

“In 2017, archaeologists discovered the ruins of the oldest public library in Cologne, Germany. The building may have housed up to 20,000 scrolls, and dates back to the Roman era in the second century. When literacy was restricted to a tiny elite, this library was open to the public. Located in the centre of the city in the marketplace, it sat at the heart of public life.”

“We may romanticise the library filled with ancient books; an institution dedicated to the interior life of the mind. But the Cologne discovery tells us something else. It suggests libraries may have meant something more to cities and their inhabitants than being just repositories of the printed word.”

“Contemporary public libraries tell us this too. Membership has generally declined or flat-lined, but people are now using libraries for more than borrowing books. Children come to play video games or complete homework assignments together. People go to hear lectures and musical performances, or attend craft workshops and book clubs.”

http://theconversation.com/technology-hasnt-killed-public-libraries-its-inspired-them-to-transform-and-stay-relevant-100900

Do College Librarians Have Academic Freedom? Amid Push, California’s ‘Will Not Be Silent’

“Elaine Franco didn’t think the title of her presentation at the American Library Association’s midwinter meeting six years ago was all that controversial: ‘Copy cataloging gets some respect from administrators’.”

“But an administrative colleague of Franco’s at the University of California at Davis raised concerns about the title, an allusion to Rodney Dangerfield’s “I don’t get no respect” catchphrase. When she saw the 2012 slide deck, which Franco had emailed her, she wondered if the title inappropriately implied that copy catalogers had been disrespected by administrators previously, Franco recalled.”

“The disagreement caught the attention of a union negotiator. And now the episode has helped set off a crusade for academic freedom for employees of the 100-library UC System, amid negotiations to replace a contract that is set to expire at the end of September.”

https://www.chronicle.com/article/Do-College-Librarians-Have/244377

—————————————————

Open Access

EU and National Funders Launch Plan for Free and Immediate Open Access to Journals

“The European Commission and a group of national research funders have laid out a controversial and perhaps precedent-setting plan to make thousands of research papers free to read on the day of publication, in a move that could force a major change in the business model of science publishers.”

“The initiative, ‘Plan-S’, brings together eleven top national research funders, plus the European Research Council, in an effort to release some of the world’s highest quality and highest impact research from behind journal paywalls.”

“Under the initiative, funding agencies including UK Research and Innovation, Science Foundation Ireland and the Research Council of Norway will require grant holders to publish only in journals that offer immediate open access, and under a licence that enables anyone to freely reuse and distribute the material.”

https://sciencebusiness.net/news/eu-and-national-funders-launch-plan-free-and-immediate-open-access-journals

—————————————————

Search

Study Says Casetext Beats LexisNexis for Research, But LexisNexis Calls Foul

“A study released this week pitted two legal research platforms against each other, Casetext CARA and Lexis Advance from LexisNexis, and concluded that attorneys using Casetext CARA finished their research significantly more quickly and found more relevant cases than those who used Lexis Advance.”

“The study, The Real Impact of Using Artificial Intelligence in Legal Research, was commissioned by Casetext, which contracted with the National Legal Research Group to provide 20 experienced research attorneys to conduct three research exercises and report on their results. Casetext designed the methodology for the study in consultation with NLRG and it wrote the report of the survey results.”

https://www.lawsitesblog.com/2018/09/study-says-casetext-beats-lexisnexis-research-lexisnexis-calls-foul.html

—————————————————
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Open Access

In Passing A.B. 2192, California Leads the Country in Open Access

“The California legislature just scored a huge win in the fight for open access to scientific research. Now it’s up to Governor Jerry Brown to sign it.”

“Under A.B. 2192—which passed both houses unanimously—all peer-reviewed, scientific research funded by the state of California would be made available to the public no later than one year after publication. There’s a similar law on the books in California right now, but it only applies to research funded by the Department of Public Health, and it’s set to expire in 2020. A.B. 2192 would extend it indefinitely and expand it to cover research funded by any state agency. EFF applauds the legislature for passing the bill, and
especially Assemblymember Mark Stone for introducing it and championing it at every step.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/08/california-bill-win-access-scientific-research

Finding Open Access Articles – Tools & Tips

“This guide is meant to help individuals, of any background, search more easily for open access articles.”

“One of the pillars of libraries is facilitating access to the large corpus of existing knowledge. Typically this requires accessing gated information through a publisher or other service provider. Each institution can manage access to subscriptions in a way that works best for their communities – usually either by IP authentication or login credentials. This can be cumbersome for affiliates when not working onsite as there are often additional barriers to subscription access. Often this can require using Remote Desktop or a VPN to
connect to a network before access is recognized. For the institution where I work this involves 10 – 15 clicks with two verification steps (one login and one requiring verification clicks on a mobile phone). This is how each off site journal access begins. I can’t help but think in these moments that open access is just technically easier. Often it is one or two clicks – no additional verification needed. It eliminates the need to know whether or not your institution hosts a specific subscription. You know you have access and you have
access now. However, the discovery process for open access articles isn’t necessarily the same as subscription searching. Especially if you do not have access to specific subscription databases.”

https://litablog.org/2018/08/finding-open-access-articles-tools-tips/

———————————————

Privacy

Tech Industry Pursues a Federal Privacy Law, on Its Own Terms

“WASHINGTON — Technology companies have taken plenty of hits on privacy this year. In May, Europe began enforcing a sweeping new law that lets people request their online data and restricts how businesses obtain and handle the information.”

“Then in June, California passed its own law that gives people the right to know what information companies are collecting about them, why the companies are collecting that data and with whom they are sharing it — setting a privacy benchmark for the United States.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/26/technology/tech-industry-federal-privacy-law.html

EFF To Maine, Massachusetts Courts: Rule Requiring Warrants to Access Cell Phone Location Data Applies to Real-Time Searches

“Portland, Maine—The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) and the ACLU are urging the state’s highest courts in Massachusetts and Maine to rule that law enforcement agents need a warrant to access real-time location information from cell phones, a clear application of a landmark U.S. Supreme Court ruling from June.”

“EFF, in partnership with ACLU chapters in Massachusetts and Maine, is asking the state courts to recognize, as the Supreme Court did in U.S. v Carpenter, that people have a constitutional right to expect privacy in their physical movements, which can be revealed in minute detail by the cell phones they carry. Cell phone use is ubiquitous in our society. People have their phones with them all the time, and the location information produced by the phone can reveal our every move—where we live, socialize, visit, vacation, worship,
and whom we meet with, including friends, colleagues, relatives, doctors, partners, political associates, and much more. In Carpenter, the Supreme Court said that government cell phone tracking “achieves near perfect surveillance,” and is like the government attaching ankle monitors on cell phone users. Cell phone location information searches fall under the Fourth Amendment and require a warrant, the court ruled.”

https://www.eff.org/press/releases/eff-maine-massachusetts-courts-rule-requiring-warrants-access-cell-phone-location

———————————————

Publishing

Hundreds of Researchers From Harvard, Yale and Stanford Were Published in Fake Academic Journals

“In the so-called ‘post-truth era,’ science seems like one of the last bastions of objective knowledge, but what if science itself were to succumb to fake news? Over the past year, German journalist Svea Eckert and a small team of journalists went undercover to investigate a massive underground network of fake science journals and conferences.”

“In the course of the investigation, which was chronicled in the documentary ‘Inside the Fake Science Factory,’ the team analyzed over 175,000 articles published in predatory journals and found hundreds of papers from academics at leading institutions, as well as substantial amounts of research pushed by pharmaceutical corporations, tobacco companies, and others. Last year, one fake science institution run by a Turkish family was estimated to have earned over $4 million in revenue through conferences and journals.”

“The story begins with Chris Sumner, a co-founder of the nonprofit Online Privacy Foundation, who unwittingly attended a conference organized by the World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology (WASET) last October. At first glance, WASET seems to be a legitimate organization. Its website lists thousands of conferences around the world in pretty much every conceivable academic discipline, with dates scheduled all the way out to 2031. It has also published over ten thousand papers in an “open science, peer
reviewed, interdisciplinary, monthly and fully referred [sic] international research journal” that covers everything from aerospace engineering to nutrition. To any scientist familiar with the peer review process, however, WASET’s site has a number of red flags, such as spelling errors and the sheer scope of the disciplines it publishes.”

https://motherboard.vice.com/en_us/article/3ky45y/hundreds-of-researchers-from-harvard-yale-and-stanford-were-published-in-fake-academic-journals

———————————————

Libraries

Now You Can Read Entire Books on Instagram Thanks to the New York Public Library’s ‘InstaNovels’

“The New York Public Library is introducing a new way for you to get your read on: the ‘InstaNovel.'”

“As of Wednesday, the NYPL will begin posting classic novels to its Instagram account, in the form of Instagram stories. The project, called InstaNovels, is deemed a ‘reimagining of Instagram Stories to provide a new platform for iconic stories.’ The InstaNovels were created in conjunction with independent advertising and creative agency, Mother in New York.”

“The first book to be featured is Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, which has been illustrated by designer Magoz. That will be followed by the short story The Yellow Wallpaper by Charlotte Perkins Gilman and Franz Kafka’s The Metamorphosis in the coming months.”

http://fortune.com/2018/08/22/new-york-public-library-instanovel/

Lou Reed’s Archive, Coming to the New York Public Library

“This morning, on what would have been Lou Reed’s seventy-fifth birthday, Laurie Anderson, in an event at the New York Public Library for the Performing Arts, at Lincoln Center Plaza, announced that the library is acquiring Reed’s complete archive. The collection is vast and wonderful—around three hundred linear feet of paper records, electronic records, and photographs; some thirty-six hundred audio recordings; and some thirteen hundred video recordings. The first group, papers and artifacts, is currently being catalogued at
the Library Services Center, in Long Island City; recordings and video will follow. The materials span from Reed’s high-school band to the Velvet Underground to his final performances, in 2013. Today, at every hour on the hour, Reed recordings will play in the library’s café; for the next two weeks, collection highlights will be on display; on March 13th, there will be a performance of ‘The Raven’ and Reed’s poetry, and on March 15th, there will be a performance of Drones—glorious feedback made with Reed’s amps and guitars.”

https://www.newyorker.com/culture/culture-desk/lou-reeds-archive-coming-to-the-new-york-public-library

———————————————

Professional Development

Helping Authors Get Rights Back Through Termination of Transfers

“Tune in on Thursday, September 6, 2019 at 2pm Eastern/11am Pacific for our hour-long free webinar. This program is brought to you by ALA’s Copyright, Legislation, Education and Advocacy Network (CLEAN).”

“Creators who enter into publishing agreements are often asked to sign away their copyrights before anyone knows their worth and in circumstances where they have little choice but to acquiesce. In the U.S., statutory termination of transfer provisions allow creators to regain copyrights they signed away decades ago. With rights back in hand, creators can get their works in front of new audiences by, for example, sharing their works using Creative Commons licenses or by negotiating new agreements with publishers. In this
CopyTalk, Authors Alliance and Creative Commons will showcase their Termination of Transfer tool at rightsback.org and related resources that help authors understand and exercise termination of transfer rights.”

https://www.districtdispatch.org/2018/08/helping-authors-get-rights-back-through-termination-of-transfers/

—————————————————
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Libraries:

Technology hasn’t killed public libraries – it’s inspired them to transform and stay relevant

“In 2017, archaeologists discovered the ruins of the oldest public library in Cologne, Germany. The building may have housed up to 20,000 scrolls, and dates back to the Roman era in the second century. When literacy was restricted to a tiny elite, this library was open to the public. Located in the centre of the city in the marketplace, it sat at the heart of public life.”

“We may romanticise the library filled with ancient books; an institution dedicated to the interior life of the mind. But the Cologne discovery tells us something else. It suggests libraries may have meant something more to cities and their inhabitants than being just repositories of the printed word.”

https://theconversation.com/technology-hasnt-killed-public-libraries-its-inspired-them-to-transform-and-stay-relevant-100900

 

Fitting Fitness into Library Programming

“Libraries around the country have incorporated fitness into their collections and programming offerings, and these programs are often met with enthusiasm from patrons.  However, it’s not always easy to get a fitness program off the ground.”

“One hurdle is liability. What happens if a program participant or user who checks out a fitness item gets injured? A liability waiver may suffice in some districts, but not others. Related, insurance can be another hurdle. “This can especially be a challenge for someone who is not a professional fitness instructor, but who does it as a hobby,” said Noah Lenstra, founder of Let’s Move in Libraries (letsmovelibraries.org). “I personally don’t think a volunteer instructor should be required to have this type of insurance coverage (it costs a
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TON) but many cities and counties require it.”

http://publiclibrariesonline.org/2018/08/fitting-fitness-into-library-programming/

 

Library Acquisition Patterns: Preliminary Findings

“Several years ago, we set out to better understand how both library acquisition practices and the distribution patterns of publishers and vendors were evolving over time. Within the academic publishing community, there is a sense that academic libraries are acquiring fewer and fewer books and that university presses are struggling amid declining sales. The latter may certainly be true—a recent UK study found that between 2005 and 2014, retail sales of academic books dropped by 13 percent—but what if the academic libraries
that constitute part of that market were in reality not making fewer purchases? As new vendors and acquisition methods disrupt customary means of acquiring books, Joseph Esposito, Ithaka S+R’s frequent collaborator and consultant, was inspired to ask whether book sales were actually depressed, or if they only appeared to be because academic libraries were bypassing the traditional wholesale vendors whose metrics are used by university presses to assess sales to libraries for companies like Amazon.”

https://llrx.com/2018/08/library-acquisition-patterns-preliminary-findings/

 

Research:

The Complexity of Simply Searching for Medical Advice

“In the first few hours of a newborn’s life, doctors administer a vitamin K shot. This is because infants are born without enough of the vitamin, and the baby needs a boost to prevent any potential bleeding.”

“This is a routine practice—ask your pediatrician, your obstetrician, or the CDC. “Babies are born with very low stores of vitamin K, and without the Vitamin K shot … they do not have enough Vitamin K in their blood to form a clot,” the CDC says on its website.”

“But new parents who turn to search engines to understand the practice will find an aberrant—and dangerous—strain of thinking. Google “vitamin K shot” and the first result advises “Skip that Newborn Vitamin K Shot.” It isn’t until below the fold—the fourth result—that the CDC website appears.”

https://www.wired.com/story/the-complexity-of-simply-searching-for-medical-advice/

Open Access:

Who Gets to Read the Research We Pay For?

“Scientific journals’ lock on new studies has ignited tension for years. When it comes to access for people with rare diseases, it becomes an ethical issue too.”

“There’s one field that has stubbornly ignored the changes in access to information that the internet has wrought: scientific publishing. Peer-reviewed research, often funded at least in part by taxpayers, is still difficult to access, as it’s almost entirely published in scientific journals that sit behind some of the priciest paywalls imaginable. This is frustrating for many people who want to keep up with the latest research, but it becomes an ethical issue for people who suffer from rare diseases and somehow still don’t receive easy access
to the latest research on their conditions.”

“This fault line erupted into an earthquake of sorts last week. The director of scholarly communications at Elsevier, a scientific publishing giant, kicked up a storm on Twitter during a debate over rare-disease families’ access to medical research. Elsevier has been a source of controversy on and off for the past few decades for what some see as business practices that place prohibitive costs on scientific information. Nearly 40 percent of the company’s income last year was profit.”

https://slate.com/technology/2018/08/who-gets-to-read-the-research-taxpayers-fund.html

 

Technology:

China’s use of big data might actually make it less Big Brother-ish

“Why the country’s adoption of ever-more-intrusive technology could, paradoxically, lead to stronger civil liberties.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/611814/chinas-use-of-big-data-might-actually-make-it-less-big-brother-ish/

 

Archives:

A Call to Action for Scholars of American History: Contribute to Wikipedia

“Our mission at the National Archives is to drive openness, cultivate public participation, and strengthen our nation’s democracy through public access to government records.  We are fast approaching the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment, a hallmark of the expansion of democracy here in the United States. On March 8, we will open our exhibit, Rightfully Hers: American Women and the Vote, which celebrates its modern relevance through inclusive retelling of the women’s suffrage movement.”

“As the National Archives, along with many other organizations, prepares for the 19th Amendment’s centennial we are working hard to increase access to the records we hold around women’s suffrage. One way we are doing this is by collaborating with Wiki Education, a nonprofit focused on empowering people to expand and improve Wikipedia content for the benefit of all. Through this collaboration, Wiki Education is launching a new virtual, immersive training course designed to give participants the skills and practical
experience necessary to improve Wikipedia coverage of the history of women’s voting rights in the United States.”

https://aotus.blogs.archives.gov/2018/08/21/a-call-to-action-for-scholars-of-american-history-contribute-to-wikipedia/

 

National Archives Works to Release Records Related to Judge Brett M. Kavanaugh

“The mission of the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) is to provide access to the permanent records of the Federal government, which include Presidential records from NARA’s Presidential Libraries.”

“President Donald Trump nominated Judge Brett M. Kavanaugh to the U.S. Supreme Court on July 9, 2018. NARA has permanent records related to Judge Kavanaugh, because he served in the White House Counsel’s Office and the White House Office of the Staff Secretary under the Administration of President George W. Bush, and he also served as an Associate Independent Counsel in the Office of Independent Counsel Kenneth W. Starr during the Administration of President William J. Clinton.”

“Each time a candidate is nominated to the Supreme Court by the President, the staff at the National Archives and Records Administration immediately begin the task of reviewing and releasing records related to that nominee. The process is governed by several laws, including the Presidential Records Act, the Federal Records Act, and the Freedom of Information Act. All of the records, electronic and paper, must be reviewed by archival staff before being released by NARA.”

“In addition to the challenges of reviewing the records, the archival staff face an enormous number of documents—in Judge Brett Kavanaugh’s case, far more than previous nominees. While National Archives processed and released roughly 70,000 pages on Chief Justice John Roberts and 170,000 pages on Justice Elena Kagan, there are the equivalent of several million pages of paper and email records related to Judge Kavanaugh in the holdings of the George W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum and in the National
Archives.”

https://aotus.blogs.archives.gov/2018/08/27/national-archives-works-to-release-records-related-to-judge-brett-m-kavanaugh/
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Research:

Invisible Institute launches expanded Chicago police misconduct database

“The Chicago Reader: “An expansive new version of the Citizens Police Data Project has been unveiled by south-side journalism production company the Invisible Institute. The database, created by independent journalist Jamie Kalven, was already the largest public repository of Chicago police misconduct records. Now it’s quadrupled in size to include more than 240,000 misconduct complaints made against more than 22,000 CPD officers going back to the late 1960s. The database has also been enhanced by the addition of
Chicago Police Department use-of-force reports and officer commendation records. Researchers at the institute are rolling out the new version of the database together with their own analysis of the data. They found that about one-fifth of the officers employed by CPD for a year or more between 2000 and 2016 had ten or more complaints against them, ranging from minor operational violations such as not wearing a seat belt while driving a squad car to accusations of severe beatings and shootings. Officers with ten or more
complaints account for two-thirds of the records in CPDP’s new database.. The graphics in the new database offer a chance to see where any particular officer falls in relation to the rest of the force when it comes to allegations by civilians, by fellow officers, and use-of-force reports. Officers who are frequently accused together can be analyzed as a group. It’s also possible to scroll through an officer’s entire career history and see his or her transfers between districts and department awards. Often, Fan notes, the same incident
involving the same officer will result in a misconduct complaint from a civilian as well as a commendation from the department. In its announcement of the database rollout the institute notes additional “alarming trends” gleaned from the database: More than 6 percent of officers were accused of incidents of “physical domestic abuse” between 2000 and 2016. The officers with such accusations on their records also had a 50 percent higher rate of use-of-force complaints than the rest of their peers…”

https://www.chicagoreader.com/Bleader/archives/2018/08/16/invisible-institute-launches-expanded-police-misconduct-database

 

Values:

HUD Files Housing Discrimination Complaint Against Facebook

“WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced today a formal complaint against Facebook for violating the Fair Housing Act by allowing landlords and home sellers to use its advertising platform to engage in housing discrimination.”

“HUD claims Facebook enables advertisers to control which users receive housing-related ads based upon the recipient’s race, color, religion, sex, familial status, national origin, disability, and/or zip code. Facebook then invites advertisers to express unlawful preferences by offering discriminatory options, allowing them to effectively limit housing options for these protected classes under the guise of ‘targeted advertising.’ Read HUD’s complaint against Facebook.”

https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_18_085

 

 

Open Access:

How Unpaywall is transforming open science

“Unpaywall has become indispensable to many academics, and tie-ins with established scientific search engines could broaden its reach.”

“After being kicked out of a hotel conference room where they had participated in a three-day open-science workshop and hackathon, a group of computer scientists simply moved to an adjacent hallway. There, Heather Piwowar, Jason Priem and Cristhian Parra worked all night on software to help academics to illustrate how much of their work was freely available on the Internet. They realized how much time had passed only when they noticed hotel staff starting to prepare for breakfast.”

“That all-nighter, back in 2011, laid the foundation for Unpaywall. This free service locates open-access articles and presents paywalled papers that have been legally archived and are freely available on other websites to users who might otherwise have hit a paywalled version. Since one part of the technology was released in 2016, it has become indispensable for many researchers. And firms that run established scientific search engines are starting to take advantage of Unpaywall.”

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-05968-3

 

Technology:

Can you read at superhuman speeds?

“If we cut the time spent moving our eyes, we can read at much greater speeds. Give speed-reading a try yourself in this video.”

http://www.bbc.com/future/story/20180810-can-you-read-at-superhuman-speeds

 

Who needs democracy when you have data?

“Here’s how China rules using data, AI, and internet surveillance.”

“In 1955, science fiction writer Isaac Asimov published a short story about an experiment in “electronic democracy,” in which a single citizen, selected to represent an entire population, responded to questions generated by a computer named Multivac. The machine took this data and calculated the results of an election that therefore never needed to happen. Asimov’s story was set in Bloomington, Indiana, but today an approximation of Multivac is being built in China.”

“For any authoritarian regime, “there is a basic problem for the center of figuring out what’s going on at lower levels and across society,” says Deborah Seligsohn, a political scientist and China expert at Villanova University in Philadelphia. How do you effectively govern a country that’s home to one in five people on the planet, with an increasingly complex economy and society, if you don’t allow public debate, civil activism, and electoral feedback? How do you gather enough information to actually make decisions? And how
does a government that doesn’t invite its citizens to participate still engender trust and bend public behavior without putting police on every doorstep?”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/611815/who-needs-democracy-when-you-have-data/

 

Google just gave control over data center cooling to an AI

“In a first, Google is trusting a self-taught algorithm to manage part of its infrastructure.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/611902/google-just-gave-control-over-data-center-cooling-to-an-ai/

 

The US government wants Facebook to break the encryption on a user’s data

“The U.S. government is trying to force Facebook Inc (FB.O) to break the encryption in its popular Messenger app so law enforcement may listen to a suspect’s voice conversations in a criminal probe, three people briefed on the case said, resurrecting the issue of whether companies can be compelled to alter their products to enable surveillance.”

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-facebook-encryption-exclusive/u-s-government-seeks-facebook-help-to-wiretap-messenger-sources-idUSKBN1L226D

 

Publishing:

Predatory publishers: the journals that churn out fake science

“A Guardian investigation, in collaboration with German broadcaster Norddeutscher Rundfunk, reveals the open-access publishers who accept any article submitted for a fee”

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2018/aug/10/predatory-publishers-the-journals-who-churn-out-fake-science
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Books and Reading:

What Does Immersing Yourself in a Book Do To Your Brain?

“The act of taking on the perspective and feelings of others is one of the most profound, insufficiently heralded contributions of the deep-reading processes. Proust’s description of ‘that fertile miracle of communication effected in solitude’ depicts an intimate emotional dimension within the reading experience: the capacity to communicate and to feel with another without moving an inch out of our private worlds. This capacity imparted by reading—to leave and yet not leave one’s sphere—is what gave the reclusive Emily
Dickinson what she called her personal ‘frigate’ to other lives and lands outside her perch above Main Street in Amherst, Massachusetts.”

“The narrative theologian John S. Dunne described this process of encounter and perspective taking in reading as the act of ‘passing over,’ in which we enter into the feelings, imaginings, and thoughts of others through a particular kind of empathy: ‘Passing over is never total but is always partial and incomplete. And there is an equal and opposite process of coming back to oneself.’ It is a beautifully apt description for how we move from our inherently circumscribed views of the world to enter another’s and return enlarged.

https://lithub.com/what-does-immersing-yourself-in-a-book-do-to-your-brain/

Librarians:

The Crack Squad of Librarians Who Track Down Half-Forgotten Books

“Reuniting stumped readers with the books from the edges of their memories.”

https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/librarian-detectives-forgotten-books

 

Being a Victorian Librarian Was Oh-So-Dangerous

“Quick, think of a job that’s hard on your health. Librarian Rosalee McReynolds writes that in the late nineteenth century, a common response might have been: librarian.”

https://daily.jstor.org/being-librarian-dangerous/

 

Research:

ADL Unveils Interactive Map Pinpointing Extremism and Hate Across U.S.

“ADL H.E.A.T. Map is the first-of-its-kind interactive and customizable map detailing extremist and anti-Semitic incidents around the nation. ADL experts in its Center on Extremism (https://www.adl.org/who-we-are/our-organization/advocacy-centers/center-on-extremism)

developed this unique visualization with data points extracted from information sources including news and media reports, government documents (including police reports), victim reports, extremist-related sources, Center on Extremism investigations and more.

Filter data sets and learn more about hate, extremism, anti-Semitism and terrorism in your area and around the country.”

https://www.adl.org/heat-map?s=eyJhcmVhIjp7InN0YXRlIjoiQ0EiLCJ0eXBlIjoic3RhdGUifSwiaWRlb2xvZ2llcyI6W10sImluY2lkZW50cyI6W10sInllYXIiOlsyMDE3LDIwMThdfQ%253D%253D

 

For most U.S. workers, real wages have barely budged in decades

Pew Research Center: “On the face of it, these should be heady times for American workers. U.S. unemployment is as low as it’s been in nearly two decades (3.9% as of July) and the nation’s private-sector employers have been adding jobs for 101 straight months – 19.5 million since the Great Recession-related cuts finally abated in early 2010, and 1.5 million just since the beginning of the year. But despite the strong labor market, wage growth has lagged economists’ expectations. In fact, despite some ups and downs over the past
several decades, today’s real average wage (that is, the wage after accounting for inflation) has about the same purchasing power it did 40 years ago. And what wage gains there have been have mostly flowed to the highest-paid tier of workers. The disconnect between the job market and workers’ paychecks has fueled much of the recent activism in states and cities around raising minimum wages, and it also has become a factor in at least some of this year’s congressional campaigns. Average hourly earnings for non-management
private-sector workers in July were $22.65, up 3 cents from June and 2.7% above the average wage from a year earlier, according to data from the federal Bureau of Labor Statistics. That’s in line with average wage growth over the past five years: Year-over-year growth has mostly ranged between 2% and 3% since the beginning of 2013. But in the years just before the 2007-08 financial collapse, average hourly earnings often increased by around 4% year-over-year. And during the high-inflation years of the 1970s and early 1980s,
average wages commonly jumped 7%, 8% or even 9% year-over-year…”

https://www.bespacific.com/for-most-u-s-workers-real-wages-have-barely-budged-in-decades/

 

Education:

How to Teach Information Literacy in an Era of Lies
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“Every day, critics of the American president decry his penchant for ‘false or misleading claims,’ while he and his supporters fire back with accusations of ‘fake news.’ It’s no wonder those of us who teach are worried more than ever about information literacy.”

“The flourishing of misperceptions makes it harder for us to do our jobs in the college classroom. Many faculty members believe a key part of our role is helping students understand and thrive in the world as it is. But to do that, don’t we need to find some kind of shared understanding of that world? To succeed in college and in life afterward, students need to be able to tell a truth from a falsehood. And clearly, that is not as easy as it seems.”

“I would argue that, whatever your discipline, you should be teaching information literacy — the capacity to understand, assess, evaluate, and apply information to solve problems or answer questions — as part of your courses. It’s a necessary skill to teach, even if you don’t see educating students to navigate the outside world as part of your mission as an instructor.”

“Here are ways to incorporate much-needed information literacy into your courses this fall.”

https://www.chronicle.com/article/How-to-Teach-Information/243973

 

 

Technology:

AI is bringing a new set of rules to knowledge work

“When things go digital, they start following a new set of rules.”

“The rules of the physical world are either not applicable or are severely diminished. Things move from sparsity to abundance, where consumption does not lead to depletion. To the contrary, the more an object is consumed, the more valuable it becomes. Cost of production and distribution is no longer critical, and the concept of inventory is no longer applicable.”

“When things go digital, they also move from linear to exponential – a world in which new technologies and new players can enter and dominate an industry in just a few years.”

https://blogs.thomsonreuters.com/answerson/ai-knowledge-work/

 

Government:

Senate Judiciary Cmte Posts additional 88,000 pages of Kavanaugh documents

Senate Committee on the Judiciary – PN2259-115: Brett M. Kavanaugh
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Research:

Is Wikipedia A Reliable Legal Authority? (2018 Update)

“Back in 2014, a Twitter exchange with Judge Dillard prompted an article on AboveTheLaw discussing the reliability of Wikipedia as a resource.”

“Last year, I updated my research here, Is Wikipedia A Reliable Legal Authority? (2017 Update).”

“It’s 2018, so let’s see how some recent opinions cite (or reject) Wikipedia as an authority.”

https://associatesmind.com/2018/08/02/wikipedia-legal-authority-2018/

What The District?! Explore How Your Voting District Has Evolved

“For better or worse, the way Congressional districts are drawn can determine who wins elections, which communities are represented, and what laws are passed. Explore how your own district has changed (sometimes dramatically) over time.”

“Most state legislatures have the power to draw new congressional district boundaries. Enter your zip code and you will be provided with the history of the boundaries in your respective district from 1953 to the present. This resource clearly identifies the history of gerrymandering in districts around the country.”
https://what-the-district.aclu.org/

———————————-

 

Archives:

Microfilm Lasts Half a Millennium

“Millions of publications—not to mention spy documents—can be read on microfilm machines. But people still see these devices as outmoded and unappealing. An Object Lesson.”

https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2018/07/microfilm-lasts-half-a-millennium/565643/

———————————-

 

Libraries:

Library Acquisition Patterns: Preliminary Findings

“Several years ago, we set out to better understand how both library acquisition practices and the distribution patterns of publishers and vendors were evolving over time. Within the academic publishing community, there is a sense that academic libraries are acquiring fewer and fewer books and that university presses are struggling amid declining sales. The latter may certainly be true—a recent UK study found that between 2005 and 2014, retail sales of academic books dropped by 13 percent —but what if the academic libraries
that constitute part of that market were in reality not making fewer purchases? As new vendors and acquisition methods disrupt customary means of acquiring books, Joseph Esposito, Ithaka S+R’s frequent collaborator and consultant, was inspired to ask whether book sales were actually depressed, or if they only appeared to be because academic libraries were bypassing the traditional wholesale vendors whose metrics are used by university presses to assess sales to libraries for companies like Amazon. To address this question,
Ithaka S+R’s Roger Schonfeld and Liam Sweeney developed a data collection method that involved obtaining acquisitions data through an integrated library system (ILS). With the help of Betsy Friesen and Michael Johnson at the University of Minnesota, we created a canned report and query that academic institutions using Ex Libris’s Alma could easily implement to extract their data and supply us with a complete list of acquisitions by fiscal year. A pilot conducted with four academic libraries in 2016 proved that this method not
only yielded viable data but was also scalable. Last year we received funding from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and the Library Acquisition Patterns (LAP) project was able to expand into a large-scale, national study that also incorporated data from OCLC’s WorldShare Management Services (WMS). This preliminary analysis examines book acquisitions from 54 libraries—ranging from small private liberal arts colleges to public research universities—that use WMS. We asked participants for data on their acquisitions
between fiscal years 2013 to 2017.”

https://www.bespacific.com/library-acquisition-patterns-preliminary-findings/

———————————-

 

Technology:

Tech Talk: Taking Control of Your Smartphone Usage

“This week’s episode is all about life in the attention economy. It’s a place where information overload and digital dependence makes your attention a valuable commodity. When tech is designed to draw us in, is it possible to disengage and just live life?”

“We’ll hear about new research on the topic from Nick Fitz, recently a senior researcher at Duke University’s Center for Advanced Hindsight. With the average person receiving between 65-80 notifications on their phone each day, what’s the best way to manage them and stay sane?”

https://cdt.org/blog/81801/

Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning to Accelerate Translational Research

“The big data revolution, accompanied by the development and deployment of wearable medical devices and mobile health applications, has enabled the biomedical community to apply artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning algorithms to vast amounts of data. This shift has created new research opportunities in predictive analytics, precision medicine, virtual diagnosis, patient monitoring, and drug discovery and delivery, which has garnered the interests of government, academic, and industry researchers alike and is
already putting new tools in the hands of practitioners. https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25197/artificial-intelligence-and-machine-learning-to-accelerate-translational-research-proceedings This boom in digital health opportunities has also raised numerous questions concerning the future of biomedical research and healthcare practices. How reliable are deployed AI-driven diagnostic tools, and what is the impact of these tools on doctors and patients? How vulnerable are algorithms to bias and unfairness? How can research improve the
process of detecting unfairness in machine learning algorithms? How are other fields simultaneously advancing AI applications? How will academia prepare scientists with the skills to meet the demands of the newly transformed industry? Informed answers to these and other questions require interdisciplinary discussion and collaboration. On February 13 and 14, 2018, the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine convened a workshop to explore these and other questions related to the emerging use of AI and
machine learning technologies in translational research. This publication summarizes the presentations and discussions from the workshop.”
https://www.bespacific.com/artificial-intelligence-and-machine-learning-to-accelerate-translational-research/
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Archives:

Archiving while Black
“Among the things 2018 will be remembered for is mainstream culture’s realization that white Americans use the police to challenge black entry into “white” spaces. Countless viral news stories detail how white people have called the police on black people for cooking, shopping, driving — basically for existing while black. A black body in a space presumed to be white is at best out of place and at worst a threat. This reality extends to less visible spaces, such as the historical archive. The archive, and black marginalization within
it, has important implications for both scholarly and popular ideas about history.”
https://www.chronicle.com/article/Archiving-While-Black/243981

———————————-

Open Access:

Elsevier/Impactstory agreement will make open access articles easier to find on Scopus
“Open access is growing across the industry, but it can be hard to know which articles are open and which are subscription. Being able to easily find and identify open access content saves researchers time and effort.

With Elsevier’s new partnership with Impactstory, a nonprofit that creates online tools to make science more open and reusable, researchers will soon be able to find open access content on Scopus more efficiently. Meanwhile, for university research offices, the expansion of OA-identified content in Scopus will enable improved strategic analysis and benchmarking.”
https://librarytechnology.org/pr/23634

CLASSICS Is the Future of Assaults Against the Public Domain
“January 1, 2019 will be the first time in twenty years that works in the United States will once again join the public domain through copyright expiration. A growing public domain means more access to works and the ability of other artists to build on what came before. And as we get closer and closer to finally growing the public domain, big content holders are going to push harder and harder to lock it all down again. CLASSICS is the first step in that direction.”
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/07/classics-future-assaults-against-public-domain

———————————-

Public Policy:

The Next Supreme Court Justice: Here’s What the Senate Should Ask About New Technologies and the Internet
“Brett Kavanaugh’s nomination has sparked a great deal of discussion about his views on reproductive rights and executive authority. But the Supreme Court tackles a broad range of issues, including the present and future of digital rights and innovation. As Congress plays its crucial constitutional role in scrutinizing judicial nominees, Senators should take care to press the nominee for his views on how the law should address new technologies and the Internet.”
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/07/next-supreme-court-justice-heres-what-senate-should-ask-about-new-technologies-and

———————————-

Government:

Gov Docs in the News: “National Archives (NARA) Posts 19 files (1,025 pages) From the Attorney Work Files of Brett Kavanaugh in the Records of Independent Counsel Kenneth Staff”
19 files, totaling 1,025 pages, from the Attorney Work Files of Brett #Kavanaugh in the records of Independent Counsel Kenneth Staff have been posted on @USNatArchives website.
https://twitter.com/USNatArchives/status/1023933123757785088

———————————-

Books and Reading:

Why We Forget Most of the Books We Read
“The “forgetting curve,” as it’s called, is steepest during the first 24 hours after you learn something. Exactly how much you forget, percentage-wise, varies, but unless you review the material, much of it slips down the drain after the first day, with more to follow in the days after, leaving you with a fraction of what you took in.”
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2018/01/what-was-this-article-about-again/551603/

Blurring Shakespeare with help from JSTOR Labs
“Derek Miller’s project, To Quote or Not to Quote, features all of the Bard’s plays, but actors won’t be using it to memorize their lines. The professor of theater history at Harvard University has created a clear–yet blurry–visualization of how we cite the works of William Shakespeare. Using an API built by JSTOR Labs to calculate the number of times every line from every play has been cited in JSTOR, Miller makes the text look fuzzier the less often it is mentioned.”
https://about.jstor.org/news/blurring-shakespeare-with-help-from-jstor-labs/

———————————-

Values:

I’m a librarian. The last thing we need is Silicon Valley “disruption.”
“In an opinion column published on Forbes on Saturday, a professor of economics argued that local public libraries should be replaced by Amazon. The essay, which sparked so much controversy that Forbes removed it from its website on Monday, argued, ‘At the core, Amazon has provided something better than a local library without the tax fees. The move would save taxpayers money and enhance the stockholder value of Amazon all in one fell swoop.’”
https://www.vox.com/first-person/2018/7/26/17616516/amazon-silicon-valley-libraries-forbes
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TAG:Internet Users

Some Colleges Cautiously Embrace Wikipedia
“Academics have traditionally distrusted Wikipedia, citing the inaccuracies that arise from its communally edited design and lamenting students’ tendency to sometimes plagiarize assignments from it.

Now, higher education and Wikipedia don’t seem like such strange bedfellows.”
https://www.chronicle.com/article/Some-Colleges-Cautiously/243968

TAG:Archives

Baseball Records Provide Historical Perspective on All-Star Game
“With Major League Baseball’s All-Star game and all its festivities in full swing this week in Washington, DC, the National Archives is providing historical context by sharing some of the many artifacts, documents, and images in our records from games past.”
https://www.archives.gov/news/articles/baseball-records-provide-historical-perspective-on-all-star

“LIFE-NOW”: JAMES TIPTREE, JOANNA RUSS, AND THE QUEER MEANING OF ARCHIVES
“Archives have special meaning for queer people, and there are fascinating parallels between queer and archival thought. The author draws on several sources to explore these ideas: a case study of archival correspondence between two queer science fiction writers who saw very different futures for their letters, Elizabeth Freeman’s concept of ‘queer time,’ and a meditation on archives and chosen family.”
http://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2018/life-now/

———————————-

TAG:Values

Censorship and Privacy: American Association of School Librarians (AASL) Releases a New Resource Guide: “Defending Intellectual Freedom: LGBTQ+ Materials in School Libraries”
“Using the AASL Standards as a framework, the guide encapsulates how school librarians can protect themselves and the LGBTQ+ materials in their collections from challenges. School librarians will find valuable resources and links as expected in a traditional toolkit”
https://www.infodocket.com/2018/07/19/censorship-and-privacy-american-association-of-school-librarians-aasl-releases-a-new-resource-guide-defending-intellectual-freedom-lgbtq-materials-in-school-libraries/

———————————-

TAG:Libraries

Cleveland Students Lead Initiative To Diversify School Libraries
“When three Cleveland seventh graders read Jacqueline Woodson’s Brown Girl Dreaming, the Citizens Leadership Academy (CLA) students didn’t know about the #WeNeedDiverseBooks movement in the publishing world. They had never heard about mirrors and windows. Kiara Ransaw, James Kline, and Jayla Henderson knew only this: They had never read a book like this before, and they had never felt like this about a book before.”
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=cleveland-students-lead-initiative-diversify-school-libraries

Winning at Weeding
“When circulation numbers go up after a weeding project, it’s because students and teachers can “actually see the books they are browsing for—they’re not all squished together,” says Christie Boen, district librarian and instructional technology coach at the Bend-LaPine School District in Bend, OR. Boen uses the CREW method developed by the Texas Library Association: continuous review, evaluate, weed. School media staff across the district are encouraged to weed on a weekly basis. Over the past several years, Boen worked
with staff to bring the average publication year of school collections to at least 2004, a mighty undertaking.”
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=winning-at-weeding

Is the Library Card Dying?
“The need to issue a physical card at all—as I can attest from my own experience—may be disappearing. With smartphone apps, cardholders can input their numbers and produce a bar code that can be scanned, with no need for the actual card. While most library scanners use lasers and cannot work with smartphones, the technology to read bar codes off of phone screens is not expensive to adopt”
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2016/04/library-card/477162/
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———————————-

TAG:Research

Audio: Rocky Mountain National Park Sound Library Released Online, Over 210 Recordings Available
“The Sound Library is part of the ongoing commitment of the National Park Service to document and preserve the natural sounds of the environment. The Sound Library provides a way for all visitors to experience the sounds of the park and creates a historical record of the soundscapes so that changes can be monitored over time. Pictures and additional information help visitors learn more about the park’s extensive wildlife.”
http://www.estesparknews.com/rmnp_news/article_c35996c6-8a98-11e8-a505-e38b5082182c.html

University of Houston Libraries Introduces Houston Hip Hop Posters Digital Collection
“Most of the 107 original posters in this digital collection were created to promote recordings by Houston hip hop artists, including such well-known figures as Bun B, DJ Screw, Paul Wall, and Scarface. The collection is also rich in the posters of artists from two underground rap collectives, the Screwed Up Click and the South Park Coalition.”
https://www.infodocket.com/2018/07/23/university-of-houston-libraries-introduces-houston-hip-hop-posters-digital-collection/

———————————-

TAG:Government

Win for Public Right to Know: Court Vacates Injunction Against Publishing the Law
“A federal appeals court today ruled that industry groups cannot control publication of binding laws and standards. This decision protects the work of Public.Resource.org (PRO), a nonprofit organization that works to improve access to government documents. PRO is represented by the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF), the law firm of Fenwick & West, and attorney David Halperin.”
https://www.eff.org/press/releases/win-public-right-know-court-vacates-injunction-against-publishing-law

National Archives updates progress on ICE records disposition
“The proposed Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) records schedule for records related to detainees held in ICE detention facilities (DAA-0567-2015-0013) has received significant attention in the media and by concerned individuals. Because of the ongoing interest in this schedule, NARA is providing this update on the status of the review. The draft schedule includes files documenting cases of sexual abuse and assault of detainees, as well as detainee death investigation files. This schedule was proposed to NARA in
October 2015 and posted to the Federal Register on July 14, 2017. The proposed schedule was a new request for disposition authority for unscheduled records, not a request to revise an existing records schedule.”
https://aotus.blogs.archives.gov/2018/06/27/national-archives-updates-progress-on-ice-records-disposition/

U.S. Copyright Office Releases Upgrades to Virtual Card Catalog Proof of Concept
“Today, the U.S. Copyright Office implemented a series of technical upgrades to enhance searching and results tracking capabilities when using the proof of concept of the Virtual Card Catalog (VCC).”
https://www.infodocket.com/2018/07/18/u-s-copyright-office-releases-upgrades-to-virtual-card-catalog-proof-of-concept/
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Research

New Research Resource: SCOTUS Watch Tracks Public Statements by Senators on How They Plan to Vote For U.S. Supreme Court Nominee
SCOTUS Watch tracks the public statements made by United States senators about how they plan to vote on the Supreme Court nominee, Brett Kavanaugh, and tallies them into a likely vote count. This tally is based solely on their statements: we do not make estimates or guesses based on a senator’s party affiliation or ideology.
http://www.scotuswat.ch/

This vital new health atlas offers new look at how place shapes health
“The Neighborhood Atlas draws much of its data from the ‘Area Deprivation Index,’ or ADI, a metric that ranks neighborhoods by 17 socioeconomic indicators culled from census data, such as education, employment, and income levels, housing costs and density, and more nuanced data like access to plumbing, transportation and telephones.”
https://www.centerforhealthjournalism.org/2018/07/12/vital-new-health-atlas-gives-new-view-neighborhood-conditions

Research Tools: UN Statistics Division Portal Adds New Section of Disability Data
“The repository contains data and metadata on disability from official statistics compiled from national population and housing censuses, household surveys, and some administrative data. The data show the basic prevelance of disability in countries, and aim to illustrate some socio-economic characteristics and living conditions of persons with and without disabilities for analyses of equalization of opportunities and inclusive development.”
https://www.infodocket.com/2018/07/13/research-tools-un-statistics-division-portal-adds-new-section-of-disability-statistics/

———————————-

 

International Outlook

The ancient library where the books are under lock and key
“Inside a specially built, temperature controlled room at Hereford Cathedral, hundreds of medieval manuscripts sit chained to their shelves, exactly as they did centuries ago.”
http://www.bbc.com/culture/story/20180706-the-ancient-library-where-the-books-are-under-lock-and-key

Journal Article: “The UK Scholarly Communication Licence: Attempting to Cut Through the Gordian Knot of the Complexities of Funder Mandates, Publisher Embargoes and Researcher Caution in Achieving Open Access”
“Whilst take-up of open access (OA) in the UK is growing rapidly due partly to a number of funder mandates, managing the complexities of balancing compliance with these mandates against restrictive publisher policies and ingrained academic priorities, has resulted in UK higher education institutions (HEIs) often struggling with confused researchers, complex workflows, and rising costs. In order to try to address this situation, the UK Scholarly Communication Licence (UK-SCL) was formulated to bypass the root causes of
many of these challenges by implementing a licensing mechanism for multiple-mandate compliance in one single policy. This is the first empirical study to focus on the genesis of the UK-SCL and how its implementation has been conceived thus far.”
https://www.infodocket.com/2018/07/15/journal-article-the-uk-scholarly-communication-licence-attempting-to-cut-through-the-gordian-knot-of-the-complexities-of-funder-mandates-publisher-embargoes-and-researcher-caution-in-achieving-op/

———————————-

 

Libraries

Association of Research Libraries (ARL) Publishes SPEC Kit 359: Library Development
This SPEC Kit gathered information to better understand the supporting structures and resources (personnel, financial, and material) and the activities and expectations associated with library development efforts at ARL member libraries.
https://www.infodocket.com/2018/07/11/association-of-research-libraries-arl-publishes-spec-kit-359-library-development/

Law Librarians Focusing More on Competitive Intelligence, Survey Shows
This year’s survey results show that for firm librarians the focus is switching from practice of law research to business development research—sometimes referred to as competitive intelligence. Specifically, 75 percent of respondents expect to see requests for business of law research increase in the near future, as opposed to 52 percent expecting the same for practice of law research. Asked if the business of law has overtaken the practice of law as their researchers’ principle focus, 31 percent of respondents said it had. More
significantly, 84 percent of respondents said they believe their departments should be the primary provider of business of law research for their firms. “In the old days, we used to support the practice of law. Now, we are doing research for business development and we have a very good relationship with our marketing people. We also work with individual lawyers,” says Charles Frey, the director of the library at Munger, Tolles & Olson.”

Survey – Law Librarians Focusing More on
Competitive Intelligence
Law.com: The focus is shifting toward more business intelligence
research for partners and away from client-facing work, the survey
results indicated. “This yearʼs survey results show that for firm
librarians the focus is switching from practice of law research to
business development research—sometimes referred to as
competitive intelligence. Specifically, 75 percent of respondents
expect to … Continue reading

beSpacific
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Values

Free Speech Debate Erupts with ALA’s Inclusion of Hate Groups in Revision of Bill of Rights Interpretation
The new wording on a Library Bill of Rights interpretation of the purpose of meeting rooms set off a controversy that had librarians sparring with ALA staff and prompted questions that spark mini debates of their own: Should libraries be neutral? Who decides what is a hate group? Is it OK to put a limit on free speech and library space when staff or patrons feel uncomfortable or threatened by a particular group? Where does protected speech cross the line into harrassment or threat? Can a library protect marginalized patrons and
keep a commitment to being open to all members of a community?
https://www.libraryjournal.com/?detailStory=free-speech-debate-erupts-with-alas-inclusion-of-hate-groups-in-revision-of-bill-of-rights-interpretation

Libraries Serve Refugees
Libraries Serve Refugees is a project sponsored by Urban Libraries Unite to gather crowd sourced information support for refugees and immigrants. It provides Fast Resources (practical tips, government reports, webinars); Toolkits; Locations (libraries providing direct support services to refugees) and Articles (news stories about libraries providing services to refugees). They are also seeking to build a body of experts and connect them to libraries.
https://news.nnlm.gov/bhic/2018/07/libraries-serve-refugees/

———————————-

 

Technology

You can now test Google’s biggest Chrome redesign in years
“For the past several months, Google has been releasing updates for its Chrome browser in preparation for a massive redesign. We’ve seen bits and pieces of the next Material Design overhaul already, but this week, Google rolled out a substantial UI refresh to the Chrome Canary browser (for developers and early adopters), giving Chrome users their clearest look yet at the future of the most popular internet browser on the planet.”
https://bgr.com/2018/07/11/google-chrome-redesign-new-ui-canary/

New book: We Can Do I.T.: Women in Library Information Technology
“Does gender play a role in library information technology (I.T.)? For the last several decades, libraries have primarily employed women, whereas I.T. jobs have been held by men. What happens when the two collide? What is it like for women who are working for I.T. within the library? Has it changed over time? Through personal narratives, we explore these questions and seek to provide guidance and encouragement for women and men in library I.T., those pursuing a career in library I.T., and library management. The collection
includes themes concerning “Imposter Syndrome,” career trajectory, experiences of sexism and biases. Contributors also offer advice and encouragement to those entering or already in the field”
http://libraryjuicepress.com/blog/?p=5833

———————————-

 

Open Data

Sloan Foundation Funds Frictionless Data for Reproducible Research
“We are excited to announce that Open Knowledge International has received a grant of $750,000 from The Alfred P. Sloan Foundation for our project ‘Frictionless Data for Reproducible Research’. The new funding from Sloan enables us to continue work over the next 3 years via enhanced dissemination and training activities, as well as further iteration on the software and specifications via a range of deep pilot projects with research partners.”
https://blog.okfn.org/2018/07/12/sloan-foundation-funds-frictionless-data-for-reproducible-research/

———————————-

Public Policy

FY 2019: House committee approves level funding for libraries
“Federal funding for library priorities in fiscal year (FY) 2019 took another step in the right direction with Wednesday evening’s House Appropriations Committee approval of level funding for critical library programs Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) and the Innovative Approaches to Literacy (IAL). Under the bill, which originated from the Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee, LSTA would receive $186.3 million for FY 2019 while IAL would receive $27 million.”
https://www.districtdispatch.org/2018/07/fy-2019-house-committee-approves-level-funding/
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Internet Access:

California’s Net Neutrality Bill Is Strong Again Because You Spoke Out

“After a hearing that stripped California’s gold standard net neutrality bill of much of its protections, California legislators have negotiated new amendments that restore the vast majority of those protections to the bill. The big ISPs and their money did not defeat the voices of the many, many people who want and need a free and open Internet.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/07/californias-net-neutrality-bill-strong-again-because-you-spoke-out

———————————-

Technology:

Millions of smart TVs in the US are collecting data about you

“If you watch television on an internet-connected TV, it may be watching you back.”

“Data-slurpers: The New York Times took a close look today at the rise of services that track viewers’ watching habits—in particular at a company called Samba TV, which has claimed to gather second-by-second information on what people are watching from software it’s installed on some 13.5 million smart TVs in the US.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/the-download/611597/millions-of-smart-tvs-in-the-us-are-collecting-data-about-you/

Google’s Duplex AI could kill the call center

“The robots on the other side of the customer support line could soon start to sound a lot more human.”

“Google is reportedly shopping its Duplex AI system around as a tool for call centers, according to The Information, including a large insurance company.”

“Duplex would handle simple calls for the insurance company, and if the customer started asking complex questions the bot can’t handle a human would step in, according to the report. However, it’s unlikely that AI research will cease after mastering simple conversations, meaning call centers could one day be largely automated using this technology.”

https://qz.com/1321920/googles-duplex-ai-could-kill-the-call-center/

———————————-

Open Data:

Today in OpenGov: Checking open data off the list

“In today’s edition, Connecticut shares an open data report card, journalists struggle for access to prisons, Scott Pruitt’s ethics troubles continue, the French parliament passes a fake news law, and more.”

https://sunlightfoundation.com/2018/07/05/today-in-opengov-checking-open-data-off-the-list/

NIH-funded scientists put socioeconomic data on the map

NIH: “The Neighborhood Atlas (https://www.neighborhoodatlas.medicine.wisc.edu/), a new tool to help researchers visualize socioeconomic data at the community level is now available. This online platform allows for easily ranking and mapping neighborhoods according to socioeconomic disadvantage. Seeing a neighborhood’s socioeconomic measures, such as income, education, employment and housing quality, may provide clues to the effects of those factors on overall health, and could inform health resources policy and
social interventions. The Neighborhood Atlas is housed at the University of Wisconsin, and described in a perspective in the June 28 issue of the New England Journal of Medicine. The project is funded by the National Institute on Aging (NIA) and the National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities (NIMHD), both part of the National Institutes of Health…”

https://www.bespacific.com/nih-funded-scientists-put-socioeconomic-data-on-the-map/

———————————-

Archives:

Making Access Happen through the Digital Public Library of America

“Providing public access to Federal Government records is central to the mission of the National Archives. Open access to government records strengthens democracy by allowing Americans to claim their rights of citizenship, hold their government accountable, and understand their history so they can participate more effectively in their government.”

“Collaboration with stakeholders, the public, and private organizations to make historical records available has long been a priority for the National Archives. It is clear that collaboration is the path to the future, and nowhere is this more apparent than through the efforts of the Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) (https://dp.la/) to connect people to our nation’s shared history.”

https://aotus.blogs.archives.gov/2018/06/13/making-access-happen-through-the-digital-public-library-of-america/

———————————-

Libraries:

The Library of Congress Launches Public Access to North Korean Serials Database, Resource Currently Contains 34,000 Records

“Home to one of the most prominent North Korean collections in the Western Hemisphere, the Asian Division at the Library of Congress has rolled out the North Korean Serials Database, an online indexing tool that offers researchers enhanced access to periodicals and articles published as far back as the 1940s.”

“The database contains 34,000 indexed records for articles in 18 journals from North Korea that are now searchable to the public online at for first time.”

https://www.infodocket.com/2018/07/06/library-of-congress-is-now-offering-public-access-to-north-korean-serials-database/
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Archives:

National Archives updates progress on ICE records disposition

“The proposed Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) records schedule for records related to detainees held in ICE detention facilities (DAA-0567-2015-0013) has received significant attention in the media and by concerned individuals. Because of the ongoing interest in this schedule, NARA is providing this update on the status of the review. The draft schedule includes files documenting cases of sexual abuse and assault of detainees, as well as detainee death investigation files. This schedule was proposed to NARA in
October 2015 and posted to the Federal Register on July 14, 2017. The proposed schedule was a new request for disposition authority for unscheduled records, not a request to revise an existing records schedule.”

https://aotus.blogs.archives.gov/2018/06/27/national-archives-updates-progress-on-ice-records-disposition/

———————————-

Privacy:

Report – How tech companies use dark patterns to discourage us from exercising our rights to privacy

“The Norwegian Consumer Council (Forbrukerrådet) – “In this report , we analyze a sample of settings in Facebook, Google and Windows 10, and show how default settings and dark patterns, techniques and features of interface design meant to manipulate users, are used to nudge users towards privacy intrusive options. The findings include privacy intrusive default settings, misleading wording, giving users an illusion of control, hiding away privacy-friendly choices, take-it-or-leave-it choices, and choice architectures where
choosing the privacy friendly option requires more effort for the users. Facebook and Google have privacy intrusive defaults, where users who want the privacy friendly option have to go through a significantly longer process. They even obscure some of these settings so that the user cannot know that the more privacy intrusive option was preselected. The popups from Facebook, Google and Windows 10 have design, symbols and wording that nudge users away from the privacy friendly choices. Choices are worded to compel users
to make certain choices, while key information is omitted or downplayed. None of them lets the user freely postpone decisions. Also, Facebook and Google threaten users with loss of functionality or deletion of the user account if the user does not choose the privacy intrusive option. The GDPR settings from Facebook, Google and Windows 10 provide users with granular choices regarding the collection and use of personal data. At the same time, we find that the service providers employ numerous tactics in order to nudge or push
consumers toward sharing as much data as possible.’”

https://www.bespacific.com/report-how-tech-companies-use-dark-patterns-to-discourage-us-from-exercising-our-rights-to-privacy/

———————————-

California’s new online privacy law could be huge for the US

The California Consumer Privacy Act was passed unanimously yesterday after being introduced just one week ago.

https://www.technologyreview.com/the-download/611570/californias-new-online-privacy-law-could-be-huge-for-the-us/

———————————-

Open Access:

Siblings or silos: How do open data and FOIA work together?

“Last year, 28 U.S. cities published open data policies bringing the total to nearly 120 cities nationwide. This growth spurt has signaled a sweeping move from reactive responses to public records requests to systematically and proactively publishing open data. For most of the last 50 years, Freedom of Information Laws (FOI) have ensured that residents have access to information on government activities as a fundamental, democratic right. But now that many of these cities are “setting the default to open,” city staff are left guessing
about how to balance these two varying but equally crucial channels for public access to information.”

“From a research perspective, the relationship between FOI laws and open data policies begs the question: are the public information channels of open data and FOI law competitors or complements? Though both are channels for public transparency, they serve different functions: open data provides access to raw data or broadly applicable public information; public records meet specific, often time-sensitive needs, scoped and defined by individual data users. Understanding the relationship between open data and public records
requests could help city staff better allocate internal resources in meeting these varying needs. City staff need to understand exactly when and why residents are still struggling to engage with public information and apply resources to improve the way open data and FOI laws work together.”

https://sunlightfoundation.com/2018/06/29/siblings-silos-open-data-and-foia/

———————————-

Research:

NLM Announces New Version of TOXMAP!

“A new version of TOXMAP is now available from the National Library of Medicine. It does not require browser plug-ins and provides improved usability on mobile devices. The new TOXMAP has several updated datasets, including:

•NCI SEER cancer and disease mortality data (2011-2015);
•Canadian National Pollutant Release Inventory (NPRI) data (2016);
•U.S. commercial nuclear power plants (2017); and
•Coal power plant data from the EPA Clean Air Markets Program (2017).”

“Please note: The previous versions of TOXMAP, TOXMAP classic and the Flash version of TOXMAP, were retired on June 28, 2018.”

https://news.nnlm.gov/bhic/2018/06/nlm-announces-new-version-of-toxmap/

———————————-

Libraries:

Senate Appropriations Committee approves FY 2019 library funding

“The Senate Appropriations Committee yesterday approved level funding for the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) and the Innovative Approaches to Literacy (IAL) programs, rejecting the administration’s call to eliminate funding for these important library programs. The Committee approved a $2 million increase for the Institute of Museum of Library Services (IMLS), which administers LSTA, to cover administrative costs.”

“Yesterday’s action comes two days after the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies (LHHS) Subcommittee of the Senate Appropriations Committee approved the bill. The full Senate will take up consideration of the spending bill after the July 4 recess, although timing has not been announced.”

https://www.districtdispatch.org/2018/06/senate-appropriations-committee-approves-fy-2019-library-funding/

How we discovered three poisonous books in our university library

“Some may remember the deadly book of Aristotle that plays a vital part in the plot of Umberto Eco’s 1980 novel The Name of the Rose. Poisoned by a mad Benedictine monk, the book wreaks havoc in a 14th-century Italian monastery, killing all readers who happen to lick their fingers when turning the toxic pages. Could something like this happen in reality? Poisoning by books?”

“Our recent research indicates so. We found that three rare books on various historical topics in the University of Southern Denmark’s library collection contain large concentrations of arsenic on their covers. The books come from the 16th and 17th centuries.”

http://theconversation.com/how-we-discovered-three-poisonous-books-in-our-university-library-98358
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Privacy:

Victory! Supreme Court Says Fourth Amendment Applies to Cell Phone Tracking

“The Supreme Court handed down a landmark opinion on June 22nd in Carpenter v. United States, ruling 5-4 that the Fourth Amendment protects cell phone location information. In an opinion by Chief Justice Roberts, the Court recognized that location information, collected by cell providers like Sprint, AT&T, and Verizon, creates a ‘detailed chronicle of a person’s physical presence compiled every day, every moment over years.’ As a result, police must now get a warrant before obtaining this data.”

“This is a major victory. Cell phones are essential to modern life, but the way that cell phones operate—by constantly connecting to cell towers to exchange data—makes it possible for cell providers to collect information on everywhere that each phone—and by extension, each phone’s owner—has been for years in the past. As the Court noted, not only does access to this kind of information allow the government to achieve ‘near perfect surveillance, as if it had attached an ankle monitor to the phone’s user,’ but, because phone
companies collect it for every device, the ‘police need not even know in advance whether they want to follow a particular individual, or when.’”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/06/victory-supreme-court-says-fourth-amendment-applies-cell-phone-tracking

———————————-

Open Data:

Announcing Microsoft Research Open Data – Datasets by Microsoft Research now available in the cloud

June 21st, 2018

“The Microsoft Research Outreach team has worked extensively with the external research community to enable adoption of cloud-based research infrastructure over the past few years. Through this process, we experienced the ubiquity of Jim Gray’s fourth paradigm of discovery based on data-intensive science – that is, almost all research projects have a data component to them. This data deluge also demonstrated a clear need for curated and meaningful datasets in the research community, not only in computer science but also in
interdisciplinary and domain sciences.”

“Today we are excited to launch Microsoft Research Open Data – a new data repository in the cloud dedicated to facilitating collaboration across the global research community. Microsoft Research Open Data, in a single, convenient, cloud-hosted location, offers datasets representing many years of data curation and research efforts by Microsoft that were used in published research studies.The goal is to provide a simple platform to Microsoft researchers and collaborators to share datasets and related research technologies and tools.
Microsoft Research Open Data is designed to simplify access to these datasets, facilitate collaboration between researchers using cloud-based resources and enable reproducibility of research. We will continue to shape and grow this repository and add features based on feedback from the community. We recognize that there are dozens of data repositories already in use by researchers and expect that the capabilities of this repository will augment existing efforts…”

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/research/blog/announcing-microsoft-research-open-data-datasets-by-microsoft-research-now-available-in-the-cloud/

———————————-

Open Access:

Open Content on JSTOR

Open Content on JSTOR – “Explore academic content on JSTOR that is open to everyone, everywhere. Search thousands of free journal articles and open access book chapters…We have partnered with leading presses on a project to add open access ebooks to JSTOR. More than 2,000 titles are now available from publishers such as University of California Press, Cornell University Press, NYU Press, and University of Michigan Press, and we will continue to add new titles. These open access books are freely available for anyone
in the world to use.”

https://www.jstor.org/open/

———————————-

Technology:

A team of AI algorithms just crushed humans in a complex computer game

“Algorithms capable of collaboration and teamwork can outmaneuver human teams.”

“Five different AI algorithms have teamed up to kick human butt in Dota 2, a popular strategy computer game.”

“Researchers at OpenAI, a nonprofit based in California, developed the algorithmic A team, which they call the OpenAI Five. Each algorithm uses a neural network to learn not only how to play the game, but also how to cooperate with its AI teammates. It has started defeating amateur Dota 2 players in testing, OpenAI says.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/611536/a-team-of-ai-algorithms-just-crushed-expert-humans-in-a-complex-computer-game/

———————————-

Librarians:

My Non Life

Via LLRX “Zena Applebaum, Corporate Strategy, Competitive Intelligence, Legal Industry Professional speaks directly to all the professionals who serve their respective organizations with many faceted skills and mission critical expertise, delivering transparent and accountable value to internal and external customers, all while shouldering the designation of a ‘non-lawyer.’”

“For many years working in the realm of law firms I have been described as a Non – a non lawyer. It is a rather strange predicament to define yourself and your skills based on what you are not, rather than what you are. I remember when my husband first graduated from university and wasn’t sure what he wanted to do with his life, he took a series of jobs to try things out only to come to the conclusion a year later that he learned what he didn’t want to do. So he went back to school, twice, in pursuit of being a something. I on the
other hand, graduated from grad school and shortly thereafter started on my almost two decade journey of being a Non.”

https://www.bespacific.com/new-on-llrx-a-commentary-my-non-life/

———————————-
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Internet Users:

Web Searches Reveal (in Aggregate) What We’re Really Thinking [Scientific American]

“What are the weirdest questions you’ve ever Googled? Mine might be (for my latest book): ‘How many people have ever lived?’ ‘What do people think about just before death?’ and ‘How many bits would it take to resurrect in a virtual reality everyone who ever lived?’ (It’s 10 to the power of 10123.) Using Google’s autocomplete and Keyword Planner tools, U.K.-based Internet company Digitaloft generated a list of what it considers 20 of the craziest searches, including ‘Am I pregnant?’ ‘Are aliens real?’ ‘Why do men have
nipples?’ ‘Is the world flat?’ and ‘Can a man get pregnant?’”

“This is all very entertaining, but according to economist Seth Stephens-Davidowitz, who worked at Google as a data scientist (he is now an op-ed writer for the New York Times), such searches may act as a ‘digital truth serum’ for deeper and darker thoughts. As he explains in his book Everybody Lies (Dey Street Books, 2017), ‘In the pre-digital age, people hid their embarrassing thoughts from other people. In the digital age, they still hide them from other people, but not from the internet and in particular sites such as Google and
PornHub, which protect their anonymity.’ Employing big data research tools ‘allows us to finally see what people really want and really do, not what they say they want and say they do.’”

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/web-searches-reveal-in-aggregate-what-were-really-thinking/

———————————-

Social Media:

After years of growth, the use of social media for news is falling across the world

“People are becoming disenchanted with Facebook for news. The ‘Trump bump’ appears to be sustaining itself. And younger people are more likely to donate money to a news organization than older people.”

“These are some of the findings from a big new report out Thursday from Oxford’s Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism. The Reuters Institute’s Digital News Report for 2018 surveyed more than 74,000 people in 37 countries about their digital news consumption. (Included in the report for the first time this year: Bulgaria.) The research is based on online YouGov surveys earlier this year, followed by face-to-face focus groups in the U.S., U.K., Germany, and Brazil on the topics of social media and messaging apps. The
report includes a number of findings on fake news, misinformation, and trust in the media; for more on those topics, see this piece by the report’s authors, and I’ll also include some more info in Friday’s fake news column”

http://www.niemanlab.org/2018/06/after-years-of-growth-the-use-of-social-media-for-news-is-falling-across-the-world/

———————————-

Internet Access:

Oracle’s Internet Intelligence Map presents a real-time view of online threats

“Distributed denial of service attacks. Malware. State-imposed internet blackouts. It’s hard to keep abreast of every bad actor and natural disaster impacting the internet, but Oracle is making it a bit easier with the launch of Oracle Cloud Infrastructure’s Internet Intelligence Map, a real-time graphical representation of service interruptions and emerging threats.”

It’s available for free.

https://venturebeat.com/2018/06/13/oracles-internet-intelligence-map-presents-a-real-time-view-of-online-threats/

———————————-

Technology:

A computer program that learns to “imagine” the world shows how AI can think more like us

“DeepMind’s advance could lead to machines that can make better sense of a scene.”

“Machines will need to get a lot better at making sense of the world on their own if they are ever going to become truly intelligent.”

“DeepMind, the AI-focused subsidiary of Alphabet, has taken a step in that direction by making a computer program that builds a mental picture of the world all by itself. You might say that it learns to imagine the world around it.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/611453/a-computer-program-that-learns-to-imagine-the-world-shows-how-ai-can-think-more-like-us/

From rust belt to robot belt: Turning AI into jobs in the US heartland

“Artificial intelligence is offering an amazing opportunity to increase prosperity, but whether or not we will seize it is our choice.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/611412/ai-could-wreak-economic-havoc-we-need-more-of-it/

Research:

Legal Analytics vs. Legal Research: What’s the Difference?

“For hundreds of years, litigators have served their clients by applying facts to law using legal reasoning. To identify relevant law—statutes, cases, rules—to apply to the facts of a case, lawyers conduct legal research. Performing accurate legal research remains a core skill of successful lawyering.”

“But over the past few years a new tool has appeared in litigators’ toolkits: legal analytics.”

“Legal analytics involves mining data contained in case documents and docket entries, and then aggregating that data to provide previously unknowable insights into the behavior of the individuals (judges and lawyers), organizations (parties, courts, law firms), and the subjects of lawsuits (such as patents) that populate the litigation ecosystem. Litigators use legal analytics to reveal trends and patterns in past litigation that inform legal strategy and anticipate outcomes in current cases.”

“While every litigator learns how to conduct legal research in law school, performs legal research on the job (or reviews research conducted by associates or staff), and applies the fruits of legal research to the facts of their cases, many may not yet have encountered legal analytics.”

http://www.lawtechnologytoday.org/2017/06/legal-analytics-vs-legal-research/

———————————-

Libraries:

The Case of the Torn Presidential Record and the Future of Its Library
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“I have broached this topic before; but, it seems more important than ever to again highlight that one of the most important functions of a librarian is helping to provide access to information. We cannot provide fair and comprehensive access to information without the preservation of information. That being said librarians are to be considered the guardians of information – especially law librarians. Recently, Politico broke the news that White House Records Management Analysts had been tasked with taping back together official
Presidential records as President Trump has a bad habit of ripping up every piece of paper as soon as he’s finished with it.”

“White House aides, in an effort to make sure the President is not breaking the law and remains in compliance with the Presidential Records Act, collect the pieces of paper and have them sent to Records Management Analysts who are tasked with putting the puzzle back together and forwarding the taped up document to the National Archives who then files the document away. Let it be noted, these guardians (record management analysts) were very recently terminated. This is the perfect opportunity to look at whether Presidential
Libraries are required institutions, after all, where better to house legally mandated Presidential records?”

https://llrx.com/2018/06/the-case-of-the-torn-presidential-record-and-the-future-of-its-library/

The Bats Help Preserve Old Books But They Drive Librarians, Well, Batty

“A 300-year-old library’s resident bats eat the bugs that devour glue and paper, but they’re attracting more interest than the literature; ‘The questions are nonstop’”

“COIMBRA, Portugal—During the day, as visitors file through the University of Coimbra’s 300-year-old Joanina Library, the creatures remain hidden behind the grand, gilded bookcases.”
“At night, they come out to protect the books.”

“They are a group of perhaps a dozen resident bats. As lovers of literal bookworms—they eat the moths and beetles that devour glue and paper—they are also the library’s unwitting conservationists. And their presence is driving Joanina’s staff batty.”

https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-bats-help-preserve-old-books-but-they-drive-librarians-well-batty-1529251660

Libraries of Things | Library Hacks

“Looking for short-term use of cake tins, camping equipment, or bikes? These libraries lend out all of those items and more. In all of these cases, patrons pay for loss or damage, but librarians say it hasn’t been much of a problem. What unusual items are available for checkout in your library of things? Let us know in the comments section.”

https://www.slj.com/2018/06/collection-development/libraries-things-library-hacks/#_

———————————-
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Technology:

Don’t be AI-vil: Google says its algorithms will do no harm

“Google has created an artificial-intelligence code of ethics that prohibits the development of autonomous weapons. But the principles leave sufficient wiggle room for Google to benefit from lucrative defense deals down the line.”

“The announcement comes in the wake of significant internal protest over the use of Google’s AI technology by a Department of Defense initiative called the Algorithmic Warfare Cross-Functional Team. The goal of this venture, known internally as Project Maven, is to improve the accuracy of drone strikes, among other things.”

“Last month a dozen Google workers quit over the scandal, and many more signed an open letter of protest.”

“The uproar captures the fears many have about how technology might help automate warfare in the future. The situation is not simple, however.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/611379/dont-be-ai-vil-google-says-its-algorithms-will-do-no-harm/

———————————-

Research:

HART: Homeland Security’s Massive New Database Will Include Face Recognition, DNA, and Peoples’ “Non-Obvious Relationships”

So why do we know so little about it?

“The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is quietly building what will likely become the largest database of biometric and biographic data on citizens and foreigners in the United States. The agency’s new Homeland Advanced Recognition Technology (HART) database will include multiple forms of biometrics—from face recognition to DNA, data from questionable sources, and highly personal data on innocent people. It will be shared with federal agencies outside of DHS as well as state and local law enforcement and
foreign governments. And yet, we still know very little about it.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/06/hart-homeland-securitys-massive-new-database-will-include-face-recognition-dna-and

Following Copyright Law Should Be Enough—Even When Payment Processors Say it Isn’t

“Imagine running an online business for 17 years, only to have your ability to collect payments suddenly turned off. No real explanation. It’s happened to Roz and Nir Arbel now—twice.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/06/following-copyright-law-should-be-enough-even-when-payment-processors-say-it-isnt

———————————-

Social Media:

Paper – Scholarly Twitter metrics

Scholarly Twitter metrics (https://arxiv.org/ftp/arxiv/papers/1806/1806.02201.pdf), Stefanie Haustein (Submitted on 6 Jun 2018) – to be published in W. Gl\”anzel, H.F. Moed, U. Schmoch, & M. Thelwall (Eds.), Handbook of Quantitative Science and Technology Research, Springer. 40 pages, 5 figures, 7 tables. Cite as: arXiv:1806.02201 [cs.SI] (or arXiv:1806.02201v1 [cs.SI] for this version)

“Twitter has arguably been the most popular among the data sources that form the basis of so-called altmetrics. Tweets to scholarly documents have been heralded as both early indicators of citations as well as measures of societal impact. This chapter provides an overview of Twitter activity as the basis for scholarly metrics from a critical point of view and equally describes the potential and limitations of scholarly Twitter metrics. By reviewing the literature on Twitter in scholarly communication and analyzing 24 million tweets
linking to scholarly documents, it aims to provide a basic understanding of what tweets can and cannot measure in the context of research evaluation. Going beyond the limited explanatory power of low correlations between tweets and citations, this chapter considers what types of scholarly documents are popular on Twitter, and how, when and by whom they are diffused in order to understand what tweets to scholarly documents measure. Although this chapter is not able to solve the problems associated with the creation of
meaningful metrics from social media, it highlights particular issues and aims to provide the basis for advanced scholarly Twitter metrics.”

This is where internet memes come from

“Two Reddit and 4chan communities are especially good at spreading and ‘weaponizing’ them.”

“The word meme was coined by the biologist Richard Dawkins in his 1976 book The Selfish Gene, in which he suggested that ideas could replicate, evolve, and enter popular culture in a process analogous to the way genes spread. Today, a meme is commonly thought of as a variant of an image based on a common theme that has spread widely on the internet. Memes are often humorous or ironic, but they are also vehicles for political messages, used to spread aggressive or racist messages and to incite hatred.”

“Several online communities focus on creating and spreading memes with the goal of making an idea become viral—a process known as ‘attention hacking’ or ‘weaponizing.’ These communities, on websites such as Reddit, 4chan, Twitter, and others, have become hugely influential.”

“And yet little is known about the way memes spread or how they exert their influence.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/611332/this-is-where-internet-memes-come-from/

———————————-

Privacy:

Pete Recommends – Weekly highlights on cyber security issues June 10 2018

“Privacy and security issues impact every aspect of our lives – home, work, travel, education, health/medical, to name but a few. On a weekly basis Pete Weiss highlights articles and information that focus on the increasingly complex and wide ranging ways our privacy and security is diminished, often without our situational awareness. Note – in this week’s column Pete highlights Cell Phone-Account Fraud, yet another facet of the weaponization of digital technology.”

https://llrx.com/2018/06/pete-recommends-weekly-highlights-on-cyber-security-issues-june-10-2018/#more-8810

———————————-

Books and Reading:

A story of survival: New York’s last remaining independent bookshops

“With small traders struggling to stay afloat, writer Philippe Ungar and photographer Franck Bohbot travelled across the Big Apple to meet 50 indie booksellers in their habitats.”

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2018/jun/02/new-york-remaining-independent-bookshops-booksellers-ungar-bohbot

———————————-

Archives:

From Alexander Hamilton to ‘Hamilton’—at the National Archives

“In celebration of Alexander Hamilton and the Broadway musical inspired by his extraordinary story, the National Archives will showcase original records from the Founder’s life and legacy, paired with related Hamilton lyrics. The Featured Document exhibit, “Alexander Hamilton: An Inspiring Founder,” will open on June 7 and run through September 18, 2018.”

https://www.archives.gov/press/press-releases/2018/nr18-53

———————————-

Please feel free to pass along in part or in its entirety; attribution appreciated.
The Intersect Alert is a newsletter of the Communications Committee, San Francisco Bay Region Chapter, Special Libraries Association.

Share this:

Posted in Intersect AlertComments Off

Intersect Alert June 4th, 2018
Posted on June 3, 2018. Tags: archives, books and reading, freedom of information, librarians

 

TAG:Books and Reading

What’s Going On In Your Child’s Brain When You Read Them A Story?
For the study, 27 children around age 4 went into an FMRI machine. They were presented with stories in three conditions: audio only; the illustrated pages of a storybook with an audio voiceover; and an animated cartoon. All three versions came from the Web site of Canadian author Robert Munsch.

While the children paid attention to the stories, the MRI, the machine scanned for activation within certain brain networks, and connectivity between the networks.
https://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2018/05/24/611609366/whats-going-on-in-your-childs-brain-when-you-read-them-a-story

Shakespeare’s First Folio Now Available to View in British Library’s Universal Viewer
Shakespeare’s First Folio is now available to view online in the British Library’s Universal Viewer open-source project.
http://access.bl.uk/item/viewer/ark:/81055/vdc_100056663076.0x000001

———————————-

TAG:Education

“IT WAS INFORMATION BASED”: STUDENT REASONING WHEN DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN SCHOLARLY AND POPULAR SOURCES
Scholarly and popular sources are a longstanding construct in library instruction. A quick Google search brings up an abundance of LibGuides and tutorials on the subject. However, we have found that teaching students to identify and classify information sources using a rigid binary categorization is problematic. In an effort to better understand the ways students conceptualize and evaluate sources, we stepped back to ask: what kind of reasoning do students apply when distinguishing between scholarly and popular sources?
http://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2018/it-was-information-based/

OUT OF CONTEXT: UNDERSTANDING STUDENT LEARNING THROUGH MUSEUM STUDIES
How can we maximize library spaces and displays to support information literacy and critical thinking? How can we re-envision student learning in the ways that museums facilitate experiential learning and measure visitor engagement? This case study uses a theoretical framework, Falk and Dierking’s Contextual Model of Learning, to examine and analyze student responses to the Context Library Series, a series of interdisciplinary art installations. At the intersection of information literacy and museum visitor studies, we see that
the context in which students learn best is often in line with best practices of museums. We find these practices can be applied in and embraced by libraries in ways that are not limited to exhibits, to further support the experience, engagement, and learning of students. Content analysis of student responses to the Context Library Series at California State University San Marcos serves as a model to understand how students learn outside the classroom and how to measure this learning in creative, nontraditional ways.
http://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2018/out-of-context/

———————————-

 

TAG:Archives

History Hub: A 21st Century Model for Archival Reference
“When the National Archives launched History Hub in January 2016, we hoped it would be a game-changing way to provide access to information and diverse sources of expertise. I’m pleased to share that what started out as an experimental project has become an active community of researchers and experts.”
https://aotus.blogs.archives.gov/2018/05/24/history-hub-a-21st-century-model-for-archival-reference/

“Citizen Archivists Help Make Access Happen, One Scanned Record at a Time
“Of the 13 billion paper records in the National Archives, there are currently 42 million pages available online, according to Catherine Brandsen, National Archives Innovation Hub Coordinator. Crowdsourcing via the Innovation Hub, and scanning of documents by Citizen Archivists, helps the agency achieve its goal of digitizing and making available online 500 million pages by 2024.”
https://www.archives.gov/news/articles/citizen-archivists-help-make-access-happen

Fifty years after Robert F. Kennedy’s assassination, UMass archives provide an important resource
These are just a few of the media outlets — not to mention the authors and poets — who’ve reach out to UMass Dartmouth in the past few months.

What do they all have in common?

They are researching the death of Robert F. Kennedy. And they’re coming to UMD because the university houses the Robert F. Kennedy Assassination Archive Collection, which was dedicated April 20, 1988.
http://www.southcoasttoday.com/news/20180601/fifty-years-after-robert-f-kennedys-assassination-umass-archives-provide-important-resource

———————————-

 

TAG:Professional Development

45 More Non-Librarian Jobs for MLIS Grads
If you’re like most MLIS candidates that I know – or you’ve graduated with the degree – you’re quietly obsessed with watching job opportunities in the field of librarianship and information management.

You track hybrid jobs that pop up because of your background or current employment. You’ve inventoried your transferable skills, scanned the job boards and listserv emails, kept your LinkedIn up-to-date, and finessed your resume to the brink of madness.

Still want to know more about what’s out there? You’ve come to the right blog post.
https://ischool.syr.edu/infospace/2018/05/24/45-more-non-librarian-jobs-for-mlis-grads/

The Fake News Controversy: What Does it Mean for Libraries?
In today’s world users often encounter suspect, inflammatory, or entirely incorrect information online. This presentation will examine the role that libraries can play in teaching users how to identify information and information sources that they can trust. It will include an audience-driven discussion about the ongoing fake news controversy in the U.S. and ideas for making libraries more effective information literacy educators within their unique communities.
Event Date & Time: Thursday, June 7, 2018, 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM ET / 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM PT
https://lj.libraryjournal.com/2018/05/webcasts/fake-news-controversy-mean-libraries/

———————————-

TAG:Professional Development

BookExpo 2018: Will Trump Make Copyright Great Again?
The publishing industry may be chafing over a number of Trump administration actions and policies, but at a BookExpo panel on Wednesday, a trio of “copyright heavyweights” agreed that when it comes to copyright policy, the publishing industry stands with the president.
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/bea/article/77016-will-trump-make-copyright-great-again.html
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Take Action:

The Senate Voted to Stand Up for Net Neutrality, Now Tell the House to Do the Same

“The Senate has voted to restore the 2015 Open Internet Order and reject the FCC’s attempt to gut net neutrality. This is a great first step, but now the fight moves to the House of Representatives.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/05/senate-voted-stand-net-neutrality-now-tell-house-do-same

———————————-

 

Internet Access:

In Vote to Restore Net Neutrality Rules, Several Senators Note Importance of Open Internet for Research, Education and Equity

On “May 16, 2018, the US Senate voted 52-47 to reverse the FCC’s decision that would eviscerate protections for net neutrality. The Senate used a procedure known as the Congressional Review Act (CRA), allowing Congress to reverse an agency’s decision with a simple majority vote within 60 legislative days of publication of an agency’s decision in the Federal Register. ARL and other net neutrality advocates are celebrating this vote, which as of just a week ago was not assured of passage.”

“All 49 members of the Democratic caucus voted in favor of the discharge petition and resolution, originally introduced by Senator Markey (D-MA), and were joined by Republican Senators Collins of Maine, Kennedy of Louisiana and Murkowski of Alaska.”

http://policynotes.arl.org/?p=1690
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———————————-

 

Open Access:

Sweden cancels Elsevier contract as open-access dispute spreads

“Swedish universities have moved to cancel their contract with journal publisher Elsevier as concern over slow progress towards open access spreads.”

“The Bibsam Consortium, which represents 85 higher education and research institutions in the country, said that its current agreement with Elsevier would not be renewed after 30 June.”

“The consortium said that the publisher had been unable to meet its requirements of immediate open access to all articles in Elsevier journals published by researchers affiliated to member organisations; reading access for member organisations to all of Elsevier’s journal content; and a ‘sustainable price model that enables a transition to open access’.”

“Sweden’s government has said that all publicly funded research should be made freely available by 2026.”

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/sweden-cancels-elsevier-contract-open-access-dispute-spreads

———————————-

 

Technology:

Virtual digital assistants to overtake world population by 2021

“Globally, the native digital assistant installed base is set to exceed 7.5 billion active devices by 2021, which is more than the world population according to the US Census Bureau on May 1, 2017. But fear not – Skynet, from the popular Terminator movies, does not feature among the leading digital assistants. Instead, Google Assistant will dominate the voice AI–capable device market with 23.3% market share, followed by Samsung’s Bixby (14.5%), Apple’s Siri (13.1%), Amazon’s Alexa (3.9%), and Microsoft’s Cortana (2.3%).”

“Ovum’s Digital Assistant and Voice AI–Capable Device Forecast: 2016–21 found that smartphones and tablets clearly lead the voice AI–capable device market, with 3.5 billion active devices in 2016, most of which use Google Now and Apple Siri. However, the use of AI in conjunction with other devices greatly increases consumer engagement and is set to unlock new opportunities, particularly in the home. Ovum expects an exponential uptake of voice AI capabilities among new devices, including wearable, smart home, and TV
devices, with a combined installed base of 1.63 billion active devices in 2021, a tenfold increase on 2016. Despite all the hype that surrounds AI-capable connected speakers, TV devices (i.e. smart TVs, set-top boxes, and media streamers) offer a larger opportunity, accounting for 57% of that installed base in 2021.”

https://ovum.informa.com/resources/product-content/virtual-digital-assistants-to-overtake-world-population-by-2021

———————————-

 

Research:

Video games could be serious tools for historical research

“An undergraduate history course incorporating strategy games is just the beginning: computer simulations are allowing people to study the past in ways that have never been possible.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/611099/video-games-could-be-serious-tools-for-historical-research/

———————————-

Study – The academic papers researchers regard as significant are not those that are highly cited

London School of Economics Impact Blog (LSE) – “For many years, academia has relied on citation count as the main way to measure the impact or importance of research, informing metrics such as the Impact Factor and the h-index. But how well do these metrics actually align with researchers’ subjective evaluation of impact and significance? Rachel Borchardt and Matthew R. Hartings report on a study that compares researchers’ perceptions of significance, importance, and what is highly cited with actual citation data. The
results reveal a strikingly large discrepancy between perceptions of impact and the metric we currently use to measure it.”

“Academia, we have a problem. What began as an attempt to quantify research quality has gotten away from us and taken on a life of its own. This problem isn’t particularly new; it has been widely recognised by scholars and researchers and, as a result, is being talked about more openly. The problem comes down to defining and measuring impact.”

———————————-

Every one of America’s 57,636 wind turbines, mapped

“California’s Kern County, home to the city of Bakersfield, bills itself as the “Wind Capital of the West” (http://www.tehachapiedc.com/about-tehachapi/tehachapi-wind-industry). But a Washington Post analysis of a massive new U.S. Geological Survey database (https://eerscmap.usgs.gov/uswtdb) of over 57,000 commercial wind turbines suggests that the county is being overly modest: It is, in fact, the wind capital of the entire country.”

“To create the database, the USGS partnered with the Department of Energy, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory and the American Wind Energy Association. The organizations merged their individual data sets to create a new database that was more accurate and comprehensive than previous efforts. Once they compiled the new database, researchers attempted to visually verify the precise location of each turbine using satellite imagery. They intend to update it periodically in the coming years as the wind industry grows.”

“The database shows that Kern County is home to some 4,581 wind turbines with a total power-generating capacity of somewhere north of 4,000 megawatts, giving Kern the largest county-level concentration of wind capacity in the nation. Put another way, there are more turbines in Kern County alone than in the entire Northeast region of the United States.”

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2018/05/11/every-one-of-americas-57636-wind-turbines-mapped/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.c8060202a892

———————————-

 

Books and Reading:

A book vending machine gives homes to unwanted books

“A Toronto bookstore owner has taken vending machines to an exciting new level.
Owner of The Monkey’s Paw, Stephen Fowler, a bookstore that specialises in lesser-appreciated books came up with the idea for a vending machine as a way to move books that weren’t selling, calling it the Biblio-Mat.”

https://www.bhg.com.au/biblio-mat-book-vending-machine
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Privacy

Text Messages Are Property: Why You Don’t Own Your Text Messages, But It’d Be a Lot Cooler If You Did

“Courts have yet to consider whether text messages are property, but they will soon. As our lives become more and more centered around our smartphones, text messages will displace e-mails as the primary means of electronic communication (if that hasn’t already happened). We currently don’t have an effective means of recourse available should our cellular providers purposefully block or delete our text messages.”

“The answer lies in property law. This Note argues that text messages are intangible personal property, which leads to two practical outcomes.”

“First, text message ‘owners’ can successfully sue using property-based causes of action (e.g., trespass to chattels and conversion) when their ownership rights over their text messages are disturbed by the service provider or cell phone manufacturer. Although there have been few legal challenges brought by aggrieved text message owners, they have been universally unsuccessful in causing cellular providers to change their ways. Had these aggrieved text message owners sued under a property-based cause of action, they would
have successfully enjoined the cellular providers from continuing to mess with their text messages.”

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3157359

———————

Publishing

Are Etextbooks Affordable Now?

“New print textbooks can still cost students hundreds of dollars, but the cost of etextbooks is falling fast, according to data from etextbook distribution platforms VitalSource and RedShelf — both of which work with all major publishers.”

“Since 2016, the average price of etextbooks on VitalSource has fallen by 31 percent, from $56.36 in 2016 to $38.65 in 2018.”

“Some areas, such as mathematics, have seen more drastic change, said VitalSource. In 2016, the average math etextbook cost $79. Now it’s $39 — a decrease of almost 50 percent.”

“RedShelf confirmed a similar price drop. In 2015, the average etextbook cost $53.11, the company said. Now it’s $39.24.”

https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/article/2018/05/01/publishers-race-reduce-costs-digital-textbooks

———————

Search

An Exploration of WikiLeaks: What has Taken Me So Long!

“Recently a friend from my school’s career services office was trying to find contact information for a recent graduate, a common activity for her since her department is in charge of reporting graduate employment data to the ABA. Though I found nothing useful for her, I did find the graduate referenced in WikiLeaks because…well, I will leave it to the reader’s imagination since anything would be more exciting than the reality. Is he a CIA operative? A tax avoiding billionaire?”

“I was amused to find someone I vaguely know mentioned in WikiLeaks. I mean, it is famous, amirite? After pondering WikiLeaks for a few moments I ran out of things to ponder because my knowledge of it is limited to the following snippets – the Panama papers about tax avoidance, the Clinton emails (hacked from…was it the DNC?), documents on a topic I can’t remember that got Chelsea Manning convicted, and Edward Snowden’s proof of the US spying on Internet (or was it phone?) communications that led to his flight to
Russia. Not an impressive mental haul for an information professional.”

https://www.llrx.com/2018/04/an-exploration-of-wikileaks-what-has-taken-me-so-long/

———————

Government Information

Harvard’s Ash Center Launches New Repository of Government Data Visualizations and Maps

“Cambridge, MA – Data-Smart City Solutions, a program of Harvard Kennedy School’s Ash Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation, today launched a searchable public database comprising cutting-edge examples of public sector data use. The “Solutions Search” indexes interactive maps and visualizations, spanning civic issue areas such as transportation, public health, and housing, that are helping data innovators more accurately understand and illustrate challenges, leading to optimized solutions.”

“The new user-friendly public database includes 200 data-driven models for civic technologists, community organizations, and government employees. ‘By showcasing successful data-driven initiatives from across the country, we have the opportunity to help city leaders learn from each other and avoid reinventing the wheel,’ noted Stephen Goldsmith, Daniel Paul Professor of the Practice of Government and faculty director of the Innovations in Government Program at the Ash Center, who also leads the Civic Analytics Network,
a national network of municipal chief data officers.”

https://ash.harvard.edu/news/harvard-launches-new-repository-government-data-visualizations-and-maps

———————

Archives

Artificial Intelligence Is Cracking Open the Vatican’s Secret Archives

“The Vatican Secret Archives is one of the grandest historical collections in the world. It’s also one of the most useless.”

“The grandeur is obvious. Located within the Vatican’s walls, next door to the Apostolic Library and just north of the Sistine Chapel, the VSA houses 53 linear miles of shelving dating back more than 12 centuries. It includes gems like the papal bull that excommunicated Martin Luther and the pleas for help that Mary Queen of Scots sent to Pope Sixtus V before her execution. In size and scope, the collection is almost peerless.”

“That said, the VSA isn’t much use to modern scholars, because it’s so inaccessible. Of those 53 miles, just a few millimeters’ worth of pages have been scanned and made available online. Even fewer pages have been transcribed into computer text and made searchable. If you want to peruse anything else, you have to apply for special access, schlep all the way to Rome, and go through every page by hand.”

https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2018/04/vatican-secret-archives-artificial-intelligence/559205/

———————

Libraries

The Mysterious Cambridge Library Tower, Supposedly Full of Banned Books, is Opening to the Public

“It has inspired long running myths – notably that it hides a stash of Victorian pornography – is home to 10 storeys of books, has given rise to some dark tales of famous literature and has dominated the skyline of one of the nation’s most historic university cities for almost a century.”

“At 157ft tall and 17 floors, Cambridge University Library’s tower can be seen for miles around but has largely kept its secrets to itself and its contents (approaching one million books) have given rise to much speculation.”

“But now in a new free exhibition, Tall Tales: Secrets of the tower, we reveal some of the truth about what the great skyscraper really holds.”

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/long_reads/cambridge-university-library-tower-banned-books-opening-copyright-a8325196.html

———————
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Freedom of Information:

National Archives Publishes Online Dashboard of its Investigations Into Lost, Altered or Destroyed Public Records

“To engage in a monumental understatement, it’s a big deal for the public’s information to be altered or disposed of without justified intention and public notice of the removal. In spring 2018, for the first time the National Archives and Record Administration (NARA) has begun using the Internet to inform the American public about its ongoing investigations of unauthorized dispositions in an online dashboard.”

https://sunlightfoundation.com/2018/04/24/national-archives-publishes-online-dashboard-of-its-investigations-into-lost-altered-or-destroyed-public-records/

———————————-

Internet Access:

Net Neutrality Does Not End Today. We Still Don’t Know When It Will. This Is Unusual.

“There is a lot of confusion on the effective date for the Federal Communications Commission’s 2017 Net Neutrality Repeal Order. This is not surprising, given the rather confusing way the Federal Register Notice reads.”

https://www.publicknowledge.org/news-blog/blogs/net-neutrality-does-not-end-today.-we-still-dont-know-when-it-will.-this-is-unusual

———————————-

Internet Users:

Say Goodbye To The Information Age: It’s All About Reputation Now

“In a world of fake news, the only antidote is our ability to judge the reputation of the people supplying us with information.

https://www.fastcompany.com/40565050/say-goodbye-to-the-information-age-its-all-about-reputation-now

———————————-

Privacy:

How to Wrestle Your Data From Data Brokers, Silicon Valley — and Cambridge Analytica

“For all the fanfare, the burgeoning field of mining our personal data remains an inexact art.

One thing is certain: My personal data, and likely yours, is in more hands than ever. Tech firms, data brokers and political consultants build profiles of what they know — or think they can reasonably guess — about your purchasing habits, personality, hobbies and even what political issues you care about.”

https://www.propublica.org/article/how-to-wrestle-your-data-from-data-brokers-silicon-valley-and-cambridge-analytica#143274

———————————-

Social Media:

Win More Social-Media Followers With This Trick

“But the network researchers who discovered it warn it could be used to influence people in malicious ways.”

https://www.brookings.edu/research/how-artificial-intelligence-is-transforming-the-world/

———————————-

Technology:

How Artificial Intelligence is Transforming the World

“Artificial intelligence (AI) is a wide-ranging tool that enables people to rethink how we integrate information, analyze data, and use the resulting insights to improve decision making—and already it is transforming every walk of life. In this report, Darrell West and John Allen discuss AI’s application across a variety of sectors, address issues in its development, and offer recommendations for getting the most out of AI while still protecting important human values.”

https://www.brookings.edu/research/how-artificial-intelligence-is-transforming-the-world/
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———————————-

Values:

How Technology Is Changing The Way Blind People Get Visual Information

“Many of the apps on your smartphone are for fun — or distraction. But there are apps out there that do good and help people with a disability. For the blind or visually impaired, there’s Be My Eyes, an app that asks a sighted person for help via a video call.”

http://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2018/04/26/blind-people-apps-technology
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Archives:

Papers of Benjamin Franklin Now Online

“The papers of American scientist, statesman and diplomat Benjamin Franklin have been digitized and are now available online for the first time from the Library of Congress. The Library announced the digitization in remembrance of the anniversary of Franklin’s death on April 17, 1790. The Franklin papers consist of approximately 8,000 items mostly dating from the 1770s and 1780s.”

https://www.bespacific.com/papers-of-benjamin-franklin-now-online/

———————————-

Books and Reading:

Run Your Week: Big Books, Sure Bets, & Titles Making News | Book Pulse

“Welcome to Book Pulse, a daily update designed to help collection development and readers’ advisory librarians navigate the never-ending wave of new books and book news.

Here you will find highlights of titles moving in the marketplace and getting buzz, bookish stories making news, and key items from the literary web.”

https://reviews.libraryjournal.com/2018/04/collection-development/book-pulse/run-your-week-big-books-sure-bets-titles-making-news-book-pulse-26/

———————————-

Freedom of Information:

Americans Favor Protecting Information Freedoms Over Government Steps to Restrict False News Online

“The widespread concerns over misinformation online have created a tension in the United States between taking steps to restrict that information – including possible government regulation – and protecting the long-held belief in the freedom to access and publish information. A new Pew Research Center survey finds that the majority of Americans are resistant to action by the U.S. government that might also limit those freedoms but are more open to action from technology companies. When asked to choose between the U.S.
government taking action to restrict false news online in ways that could also limit Americans’ information freedoms, or protecting those freedoms even if it means false information might be published, Americans fall firmly on the side of protecting freedom. Nearly six-in-ten Americans (58%) say they prefer to protect the public’s freedom to access and publish information online, including on social media, even if it means false information can also be published. Roughly four-in-ten (39%) fall the other way, preferring that the
U.S. government take steps to restrict false information even if it limits those freedoms, according to a survey conducted Feb. 26-March 11, 2018, among 4,734 U.S. adults who are members of Pew Research Center’s nationally representative American Trends Panel…”

https://www.bespacific.com/americans-favor-protecting-information-freedoms-over-government-steps-to-restrict-false-news-online/

John Moss and the Roots of the Freedom of Information Act: Worldwide Implications

“John Moss was an obscure Congressman from a newly created district in northern California when he arrived in Washington D.C. in 1953. He had survived a razor-thin general election victory (by about 700 votes), which included unfounded charges of being a communist, or a communist sympathizer. Those charges became an important force behind Moss’s long battle to enact the Freedom of Information Act.”

https://unredacted.com/2018/04/17/john-moss-and-the-roots-of-the-freedom-of-information-act-worldwide-implications/

———————————-

Intellectual Property:

The Feds Have It Wrong on Patent Law

“If there’s one constant in the Trump administration’s policy, it’s championing American companies over foreign competitors. So why is the administration arguing for a rule that would favor foreign companies over American ones?

In WesternGeco v. ION Geophysical, the Supreme Court is considering whether violations of U.S. patents can lead to damages awards across the globe. Traditionally, sovereign power has been closely tied to patents — the exclusive right for new inventions was historically granted in “letters patent” sealed by the Crown. As a result, the law has always been that patent enforcement stops at the national border; acts inside the United States can violate a patent, but acts abroad cannot.”

http://thehill.com/opinion/technology/383315-the-feds-have-it-wrong-on-patent-law

———————————-

Internet Access:

The California Senate Utilities Committee’s Net Neutrality Analysis Might as Well Have Been Written by AT&T

“S.B. 822, Senator Scott Wiener’s net neutrality bill, is currently pending in the California legislature. It’s a bill that prioritizes consumers over large ISPs, creating strong net neutrality protections. Unsurprisingly, AT&T and the rest of the giant telecom companies don’t like it. And unfortunately for Californians, the report on the bill issued by the California Senate Committee on Energy, Utilities, and Communications parrots several misleading arguments by the large ISPs.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/04/california-senate-utilities-committees-net-neutrality-analysis-might-well-have

———————————-

Open Access:

Open As In Dangerous

“Sticking with the goal of talking about things I know, I figured I might start by talking a bit about why open access is important to me, a bit about the history and more importantly the future of OA at MIT, and then spend some time unpacking this “open as in dangerous” title I chose for my talk.”

https://chrisbourg.wordpress.com/2018/04/17/open-as-in-dangerous/

———————————-

Privacy:

Who Has More of Your Personal Data Than Facebook? Try Google

“Writing in the Wall Street Journal, Christopher Mims explains how Google hoovers up user data—through apps, web browsing, and more—much the way Facebook does. And how it uses all of that to sell advertising, just like Facebook. Oh, and how its terms of service are hard to understand. Like … yep, Facebook.”

https://www.wsj.com/articles/who-has-more-of-your-personal-data-than-facebook-try-google-1524398401

Peekier – Privacy-Oriented Search Engine

“Peekier (pronounced /’pi·ki·er/) is a new way to search the web. Peek through search results fast and securely on a search engine that respects your privacy. Faster information discovery – Peekier shows you a website preview of the search results. Clicking on a result will maximize the preview and allow you to scroll through the website. You can then decide if the information displayed on the website interests you or not before clicking on the link.”

https://www.bespacific.com/peekier-privacy-oriented-search-engine/

———————————-

Research:

A Forum for Classified Research on Cybersecurity

“By definition, scientists who perform classified research cannot take full advantage of the standard practice of peer review and publication to assure the quality of their work and to disseminate their findings. Instead, military and intelligence agencies tend to provide limited disclosure of classified research to a select, security-cleared audience.”

https://fas.org/blogs/secrecy/2018/04/jscore-toc/

Science’s “Reproducibility Crisis” Is Being Used as Political Ammunition

“David Randall and Christopher Welser are unlikely authorities on the reproducibility crisis in science. Randall, a historian and librarian, is the director of research at the National Association of Scholars, a small higher education advocacy group. Welser teaches Latin at a Christian college in Minnesota. Neither has published anything on replication or reproducibility.”

https://www.wired.com/story/sciences-reproducibility-crisis-is-being-used-as-political-ammunition/

———————————-

Technology:

The Health Sector is Being Struck By Cyber Espionage

“Symantec reports that it’s observed a hacking team, called Orangeworm, compromise the systems of pharmaceutical firms, medical device manufacturers, healthcare providers, and even IT companies working with medical organizations. Victims don’t appear to have been chosen at random, but “carefully and deliberately.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/the-download/610969/the-health-sector-is-being-struck-by-cyber-espionage/

———————————-

Transparency:

New York Judge Makes the Wrong Call on Stingray Secrecy

“A New York judge has ruled that the public and the judiciary shouldn’t second-guess the police when it comes to secret snooping on the public with intrusive surveillance technologies.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/04/new-york-judge-makes-wrong-call-stingray-secrecy

———————————-

Values:

Can Training Eliminate Biases? Starbucks Will Test the Thesis

“On Monday, reeling from an incident at a Starbucks in Philadelphia that prompted accusations of racial bias, Howard Schultz, the company’s executive chairman, called the head of a nonprofit public-policy organization to discuss ways to prevent similar episodes in the future.

His idea: provide anti-bias training for his work force.

“He called and expressed that he felt personally accountable, and that the company was responsible, and took ownership over all of the events that unfolded, and then we went on to discuss his idea for this training,” said Heather McGhee, the president of Demos, the public policy group.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/18/business/starbucks-racial-bias-training.html

Senate Foreign Relations Committee Holds Hearing on the Marrakesh Treaty for Persons With Print Disabilities

“On March 15, 2018, the Marrakesh Treaty Implementation Act (S. 2559) was introduced in the US Senate by Judiciary Committee Chair Grassley (R-IA), Ranking Member Feinstein (D-CA), Foreign Relations Committee Chair Corker (R-TN), Ranking Member Menendez (D-NJ), and Senators Hatch (R-UT), Harris (D-CA), and Leahy (D-VT), to ratify and implement the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise Print Disabled (ARL’s press release on
the introduction of the implementing legislation is available here). Today, April 18, 2018, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee will hold a hearing on the Marrakesh Treaty. Witnesses include Manisha Singh (Department of State), Allan Adler (Association of American Publishers), Scott LaBarre (National Federation for the Blind) and Jonathan Band (Library Copyright Alliance).”

http://policynotes.arl.org/?p=1681
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Libraries:

Making Space for Libraries on Capitol Hill During National Library Week

“While libraries across the country are celebrating National Library Week (April 9–13), the American Library Association’s (ALA) Washington Office is representing libraries with events on Capitol Hill.”

http://www.districtdispatch.org/2018/04/making-space-for-libraries-on-capitol-hill-during-national-library-week/

Library of Congress to Collect Every E-Book

“The world’s largest collection of literature is expanding into e-books. In a notice of proposed rulemaking to be published April 16, the Library of Congress will begin including published e-books under its mandatory deposit rule, but only on a by-request basis.”

https://fcw.com/articles/2018/04/13/loc-digital-ebooks.aspx

State of America’s Libraries 2018

“On April 9, the American Library Association (ALA) released The State of America’s Libraries report for 2018, an annual summary of library trends released during National Library Week, April 8–14, that outlines statistics and issues affecting all types of libraries. The report affirms the invaluable role libraries and library workers play within their communities by leading efforts to transform lives through education and lifelong learning.”

http://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/Launch.aspx?EID=7cdd130c-a197-42b4-8842-3e2feb88ccf7

———————————-

Librarians:

What Are the Rules for Lending Your Books to Friends?

“I decided to reach out to some librarians, the experts on book borrowing, to find out what their personal policies are on sharing their own treasured property. In honor of National Library Week, here are the words of wisdom from six librarians on the do’s and don’ts of swapping books.”

https://electricliterature.com/what-are-the-rules-for-lending-your-books-to-friends-e799bd141f86

———————————-

Intellectual Property:

Congress Must Update Music Licensing For the Modern Era

“A bill introduced last year — and now strategically folded in with the eminently more-reasonable Music Modernization Act — does nothing to achieve any of these goals. The Compensating Legacy Artists for their Songs, Service and Important Contributions to Society (CLASSICS) Act (now Title II of the new Music Modernization Act) compounds the problem by adding new rights and regulations designed to transfer wealth to legacy industries. Simply put, the act is a handout to big content companies, tailor-made to legally
mandate new payments (which prevent new music startups) while conveniently skirting many protections for libraries, consumers and artists.”

http://thehill.com/opinion/campaign/382464-congress-must-update-music-licensing-for-the-modern-era

———————————-

International Outlook:

Google Loses Landmark ‘Right to Be Forgotten’ Case

“Businessman wins legal action to force removal of search results about past conviction.”

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2018/apr/13/google-loses-right-to-be-forgotten-case

Inside the Jordan Refugee Camp That Runs on Blockchain

“The ultimate goal is a system in which a user owns and totally controls some kind of digital wallet—much like the physical one we carry today for our paper documents. The wallet stores claims made by the user (like name and date of birth), evidence for those claims (like copies of birth certificates or utility bills), and third-party validations, known as attestations, that further support an individual’s claims (like a government confirmation of the details on a birth certificate). Such a wallet could reside in a smart chip on a key fob or
something resembling a credit card, or it could be a secure enclave within one’s phone, like those already provided by some manufacturers.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/610806/inside-the-jordan-refugee-camp-that-runs-on-blockchain/

———————————-

Internet Access:

Day of Action: Help California Pass a Gold Standard Net Neutrality Bill

“In December of 2017, contrary to the will of millions of Americans, the FCC made the decision to abandon net neutrality protections. On the first day of business in the California state legislature, State Sen. Scott Wiener introduced a bill that would bring back those protections and more for Californians.

S.B. 822 would make getting state money or using state resources contingent on the ISP adhering to net neutrality principles. This includes the practices the FCC banned in the 2015 Open Internet Order—blocking, throttling, and paid prioritization—and picks up where the FCC left off by also tackling the practice of zero rating. This bill is a gold standard of net neutrality legislation and its passage would give California the strongest protections in the country.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/04/day-action-help-california-pass-gold-standard-net-neutrality-bill

House Commerce Takes on Paid Prioritization, an Essential Tenet to the Open Internet

“On April 17, the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Communications and Technology will hold a hearing on paid prioritization — an issue that is central to the net neutrality debate. While most internet service providers (ISPs) have claimed that they have no plans to block or degrade traffic once the Federal Communications Commission’s 2017 net neutrality repeal Order goes into effect (exactly when that will be remains TBD), commitments (or lack thereof) not to engage in paid prioritization have remained a
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moving target. These commitments are shifting with the political winds, and ISPs are including plenty of wiggle room to allow them to argue they haven’t misled consumers if they eventually choose to offer prioritization deals.”

https://www.publicknowledge.org/news-blog/blogs/house-commerce-takes-on-paid-prioritization-an-essential-tenet-to-the-open-internet

———————————-

Open Access:

MIT Libraries Tackles Grand Challenges | Peer to Peer Review

“Academic libraries are at a crossroads of sorts, where innovation and disruption represent one pathway and continuing on course the other. At the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Libraries, we have been busy formulating ideas about what the library space should and could look like—both as a model for other libraries and to advance our own objectives and commitments related to excellence, innovation, and service. In October 2016, we published a task force report called “The Future of Libraries.” It outlined a vision
for libraries to serve as open global platforms for knowledge and made ten recommendations for how MIT Libraries can begin to realize this vision, articulating an ambitious reimagining of a modern academic research library.”

https://lj.libraryjournal.com/2018/04/opinion/peer-to-peer-review/mit-libraries-tackles-grand-challenges-peer-peer-review/

———————————-

Privacy:

Congress Held 10 Hours of Hearings on Facebook. What’s Next?

“After grilling Mark Zuckerberg for ten hours this past week, the big question facing Congress is, “What’s next?” The wide-ranging hearings covered everything from “fake news” to election integrity to the Cambridge Analytica scandal that spurred the hearings in the first place. Zuckerberg’s testimony did not give us much new information, but did underline what we already knew going in: Facebook’s surveillance-based, advertising-powered business model creates real problems for its users’ privacy rights.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/04/congress-held-10-hours-hearings-facebook-whats-next

How to Strengthen the FTC Privacy & Security Consent Decrees

“Since the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) began bringing cases focusing on information privacy in 1999, the vast majority of the FTC’s Section 5 cases and complaints alleging violations of COPPA, GLBA, and the U.S.-EU Safe Harbor/Privacy Shield arrangements have ended via settlements wherein the company is placed under an FTC consent decree. Major technology companies, including Facebook, Google, Snapchat, Twitter, and Uber, are under such 20-year decrees.”

https://cdt.org/blog/how-to-strengthen-the-ftc-privacy-security-consent-decrees/

———————————-

Public Policy:

D.C. Court: Accessing Public Information is Not a Computer Crime

“Good news for anyone who uses the Internet as a source of information: A district court in Washington, D.C. has ruled that using automated tools to access publicly available information on the open web is not a computer crime—even when a website bans automated access in its terms of service. The court ruled that the notoriously vague and outdated Computer Fraud and Abuse Act (CFAA)—a 1986 statute meant to target malicious computer break-ins—does not make it a crime to access information in a manner that the website
doesn’t like if you are otherwise entitled to access that same information.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/04/dc-court-accessing-public-information-not-computer-crime

New Hampshire Court: First Amendment Protects Criticism of “Patent Troll”

“A New Hampshire state court has dismissed a defamation suit filed by a patent owner unhappy that it had been called a “patent troll.” The court ruled [PDF] that the phrase “patent troll” and other rhetorical characterizations are not the type of factual statements that can be the basis of a defamation claim. While this is a fairly routine application of defamation law and the First Amendment, it is an important reminder that patent assertion entities – or “trolls” – are not shielded from criticism. Regardless of your view about the patent
system, this is a victory for freedom of expression.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/04/new-hampshire-court-first-amendment-protects-criticism-patent-troll

———————————-

Social Media:

An Ex-Google Engineer Is Scraping YouTube to Pop Our Filter Bubbles

“He’s built a website that lets you see how often YouTube’s algorithm recommends videos, so you can find out where it wants to take you.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/610760/an-ex-google-engineer-is-scraping-youtube-to-pop-our-filter-bubbles/
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Libraries:

Susan B. Anthony Papers now online at Library of Congress

“The papers of reformer and suffragist Susan B. Anthony (1820-1906) span the period 1846-1934 with the bulk of the material dating from 1846 to 1906. The collection, consisting of approximately 500 items (6,265 images) on seven recently digitized microfilm reels, includes correspondence, diaries, a daybook, scrapbooks, speeches, and miscellaneous items.”

https://www.loc.gov/collections/susan-b-anthony-papers/about-this-collection/

———————————-

Librarians:

The Natural Enemy of the Librarian

“Librarians and architects were already at odds in the late nineteenth century, when librarianship and architectural practice were being professionalized. (The American Library Association was founded in 1876, the American Institute for Architects in 1856.) Many librarians felt that architects ignored their needs and created buildings that emphasized grandeur over functionality. William Frederick Poole, the librarian at the Chicago Historical Society and the founder of Poole’s Index to Periodical Literature, was one of the most
outspoken opponents of such designs, which he saw as wasting space and pointlessly imitating churches. At a meeting of the ALA in 1881, Poole delivered a fiery speech against the “vacuity” of the new Peabody Institute Library in Baltimore. “The nave is empty and serves no purpose that contributes to the architectural effect,” he argued. “Is not this an expensive luxury?””

https://www.canopycanopycanopy.com/contents/the-natural-enemy-of-the-librarian

———————————-

Copyright:

Copyright Office Virtual Catalog

“The U.S. Copyright Card Catalog provides an index to copyright registrations and other public records pertaining to ownership of intellectual property. The catalog enables users to identify original copyright registration records and other U.S. Office records from 1870 through 1977.”

https://vcc.copyright.gov/

———————————-

Internet Users:

Ask ProPublica Illinois: How Do You Identify Fake News?

“At the beginning of the year, we asked ProPublica Illinois readers what they wanted to know about how we do our work. Thoughtful, challenging questions have been rolling in ever since, and we’ve been answering them in an occasional series of columns. ProPublica Illinois web producer Vignesh Ramachandran answers an inquiry about spotting false news.”

https://www.propublica.org/article/ask-propublica-illinois-how-do-you-identify-fake-news#142047

———————————-

Open Access:

Congress Will Finally Make Its Research Reports Public

“The recent omnibus bill passed by Congress contains a nugget of good news for those interested in access to publicly funded research.

Open access activists have long been asking for reports by the Congressional Research Service, or CRS, to be made publicly and easily available. CRS creates a vast array of reports on topics that are of interest to members of Congress. In 2016 alone [.pdf], CRS produced reports for Congress on topics like climate change, agriculture and free trade, offshore oil and gas drilling, and U.S. patent policies. The research produced by CRS has been held in high regard for decades.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/04/you-always-wanted-read-crs-reports-now-you-can

———————————-

Privacy:

Data Privacy Policy Must Empower Users and Innovation

“As the details continue to emerge regarding Facebook’s failure to protect its users’ data from third-party misuse, a growing chorus is calling for new regulations. Mark Zuckerberg will appear in Washington to answer to Congress next week, and we expect lawmakers and others will be asking not only what happened, but what needs to be done to make sure it doesn’t happen again.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/04/smarter-privacy-rules-what-look-what-avoid

———————————-

Technology:

In Blockchain We Trust

“To understand why blockchain matters, look past the wild speculation at what is being built underneath, argue the authors of The Age of Cryptocurrency and its newly published follow-up, The Truth Machine: The Blockchain and the Future of Everything.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/610781/in-blockchain-we-trust/

Everything* You Always Wanted To Know About Blockchain (But Were Afraid To Ask)

“In this interview, Joris van Rossum (Director of Special Projects, Digital Science) and author of Blockchain for Research, and Martijn Roelandse (Head of Publishing Innovation, Springer Nature), discuss blockchain in scholarly communications, including the recently launched Peer Review Blockchain initiative”

https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2018/04/03/everything-always-wanted-know-blockchain-afraid-ask/

———————————-

Values:

Rutgers Partners with Newark PL for Truth, Racial Healing, and Transformation

“Two New Jersey institutions—Rutgers University–Newark and the Newark Public Library (NPL)—have joined forces to bring racial healing and empowering dialogue to the campus and community. In August 2017, the Association of American Colleges & Universities (AAC&U) announced the selection of ten higher education institutions across the United States, chosen from 125 applicants, to implement new Truth, Racial Healing & Transformation (TRHT) Campus Centers.”

https://lj.libraryjournal.com/2018/04/public-services/rutgers-partners-newark-pl-truth-racial-healing-transformation/

Teenage Vandals Were Sentenced to Read Books. Here’s What One Learned.

“A Virginia judge handed down an unusual sentence last year after five teenagers defaced a historic black schoolhouse with swastikas and the words “white power” and “black power.”

Instead of spending time in community service, Judge Avelina Jacob decided, the youths should read a book.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/05/books/racist-graffiti-sentenced-read.html?
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Professional Development:

Webinar: Deborah Schmidle discusses the Certificate in Library Leadership and Management

“Join us for a webinar on April 10th, in which Deborah Schmidle discusses her certificate program with Library Juice Academy, the Certificate in Library Leadership and Management. This six-course series provides a strong foundation in managerial skills, and is intended for new managers or those who would like to enhance their current knowledge base. Though these courses touch on organizational theory, the primary focus is on practical skills that can be readily adapted to individual needs.”

http://libraryjuicepress.com/blog/?p=5740

———————————-

Libraries:

Careers over Jobs: Public libraries can contribute to local workforce development

“Public libraries are widely known for helping people apply for jobs, especially in the wake of the Great Recession of the late 2000s. But Andrea Levandowski, program manager for small business development and technology at the New Jersey State Library in Trenton, said that’s only part of the employment equation.”

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blogs/the-scoop/pla-careers-over-jobs/

Bookmobiles are still a thing

“In 1995, there were nearly 1,000 bookmobiles operating across the United States. Now there are fewer than 650. Despite the decline, their services remain vital, especially in rural areas where people often live far from their library branch and have limited internet access. Bookmobiles help close this gap by creating a traveling branch, said Michael Swendrowski, a board member of the Association of Bookmobile and Outreach Services and owner of Specialty Vehicle Services, which helps libraries design bookmobiles.”

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/latest-links/bookmobiles-still-thing/

———————————-

Open Access:

Feds Come Around to OER — Slowly

“Three times since 2013, members in both houses of Congress have introduced the Affordable College Textbook Act, which would create a federal program to fund the creation of open educational resources on a nationwide scale. Each time, that bill has faltered in committee. Meanwhile, advocates tried for a one-time appropriation for OER funding in the annual federal budget. Last week’s omnibus appropriations bill included $5 million for a pilot program of creating and expanding OER textbooks that will save students money.”

https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/article/2018/03/28/oer-gains-momentum-federal-push-2018-budget

———————————-

Research:

Americans’ complicated feelings about social media in an era of privacy concerns

“Pew Research Center has studied the spread and impact of social media since 2005, when just 5% of American adults used the platforms. The trends tracked by our data tell a complex story that is full of conflicting pressures. On one hand, the rapid growth of the platforms is testimony to their appeal to online Americans. On the other, this widespread use has been accompanied by rising user concerns about privacy and social media firms’ capacity to protect their data. Here are some of the dynamics.”

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/03/27/americans-complicated-feelings-about-social-media-in-an-era-of-privacy-concerns/

———————————-

Technology:

It’s time for an RSS revival

“The modern web contains no shortage of horrors, from ubiquitous ad trackers to all-consuming platforms to YouTube comments, generally. Unfortunately, there’s no panacea for what ails this internet we’ve built. But anyone weary of black-box algorithms controlling what you see online at least has a respite, one that’s been there all along but has often gone ignored. Tired of Twitter? Facebook fatigued? It’s time to head back to RSS.”

https://www.wired.com/story/rss-readers-feedly-inoreader-old-reader/

———————————-

Internet Access:

A Free and Public-Serving Internet

“Tim Wu speaks at the Big Ideas session at the Public Library Association Conference in Philadelphia on Saturday, March 24.

Author, policy advocate, opinion writer, and inventor of the term net neutrality Tim Wu said his ‘love affair with public libraries’ started in childhood.”

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blogs/the-scoop/pla-free-public-serving-internet/

The Public Internet Option: How Local Governments Can Provide Network Neutrality, Privacy, and Access for All

“As the FCC in the Trump era dismantles vital rules protecting net neutrality and users’ privacy, Americans need an internet provider that they can trust and is accountable to the public, not profits. Municipal governments can provide this by offering broadband service themselves and implementing the ne neutrality and privacy protections that are no longer required of private companies by federal policies. The internet has become a crucial utility, yet quality broadband service in the US is far from universal.

https://www.aclu.org/issues/privacy-technology/internet-privacy/public-internet-option
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———————————-

Values:

Intersections | A Queer Library Outreach Zine

“An idea struck me last summer to do a compilation zine where queer people could submit their stories and images related to their experiences with libraries or information seeking in general. My call for submissions on Twitter got hundreds of retweets and I thought, “Dang, how am I going to have time to read through all the submissions?!” And then I received zero submissions, so I had plenty of time.

While I still think a queer library experience compilation zine would be stellar–I decided to make a zine myself in the meantime. In “Librarian Field Notes” I reflect upon the things I’ve learned in my various queer outreach capacities at a small public library in Northern Louisiana, at the University of Dubuque where I am currently working, and in the greater Dubuque community. I also go on a five-page tangent about the desexualization of queer people in our culture and why libraries should buy more queer erotica. Librarian Field
Notes is a guide for librarians who want to provide services to support their queer patrons but don’t know where to start or find it too daunting of a task. It is also for librarians who are seeking to better understand queer communities and their unique needs.”

http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intersections-queer-library-outreach-zine
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Professional Development:

Developing Good Privacy Policies, a free LITA webinar
“Writing policies can be exciting when it’s something you care about–and librarians care about privacy. This webinar will help you write (or revise) a privacy policy to include critical issues like privacy law, professional ethics surrounding privacy, how you handle personally identifiable information, what section should be covered in a solid privacy policy, and making it all comprehensible to a layperson. We will also discuss how to ensure that the privacy policy is understood and adhered to by all library stakeholders–from library
staff to supervisors and governance bodies.”
http://litablog.org/2018/03/developing-good-privacy-policies-a-free-lita-webinar/

———————————-

International Outlook:

IFLA Releases Global Vision Report Summary
“IFLA’s eagerly-awaited Global Vision Report Summary launches today, Monday 19 March, at the IFLA President’s Meeting 2018, revealing incredible insights into the views of over 31,000 participants from 213 countries and territories and across all seven continents.”
https://www.infodocket.com/2018/03/19/ifla-releases-global-vision-report-summary/

Panel Discussion: Does the UN Want to Take Over the Internet?
“Policy decisions for the Internet are increasingly made in the international arena. The United Nations’ International Telecommunication Union is a major source of these decisions, and it plays a significant role in setting norms and obligations for the Internet.”
http://www.rstreet.org/calendar/does-the-un-want-to-take-over-the-internet/

Report: “India’s Digital Library Plans to Collaborate with Foreign Peers”
“The National Digital Library of India (NDLI) is focusing on forging collaborations with digital libraries in the US and Australia, as part of its second phase of development.

Through collaborations, NDLI is looking at strengthening its own content, technology and business model. The library does not have a business model in place and has been running on government funding since its inception in 2015.”
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/indias-digital-library-plans-to-collaborate-with-foreign-peers/articleshow/63371973.cms

Bavarian State Library offers German and English content via Yewno research platform
“Yewno, Inc., leading provider of Artificial Intelligence solutions, today announces that the Bavarian State Library will offer researchers the option of performing research in either English or German using the Yewno Discover platform.

Yewno’s Discover platform harnesses hundreds of millions of semantic connections and conceptual links from millions of scholarly articles, books, and databases across all academic fields. This empowers researchers to navigate intuitively across concepts, relationships, and disciplines, learning from resources that might have otherwise been overlooked. This not only enhances understanding and creates more impactful work, but also saves time while ensuring comprehensive coverage.”
https://librarytechnology.org/pr/23307

———————————-

Libraries

Six Years of Tracking MARC Usage
“We have been tracking the use of the MARC standard, as evidenced in WorldCat records (now well over 400 million!) for six years. Not only have we reported on how often a tag and its constituent subfields have been used (even ones that shouldn’t exist), but for selected subfields we have also reported on its contents.”
http://hangingtogether.org/?p=6569

Paper Shifting to Data Savvy: The Future of Data Science In Libraries
“This report primarily presents a synthesis of the discussions, findings, and reflections from an international, two-day workshop held in May 2017 in Pittsburgh, where community members participated in a program with speakers, group discussions, and activities to drill down into the challenges of successfully implementing data science in libraries. Participants came from funding organizations, academic and public libraries, nonprofits, and commercial organizations with most of the discussions focusing on academic libraries and
library schools.”
https://www.bespacific.com/paper-shifting-to-data-savvy-the-future-of-data-science-in-libraries/

Big federal funding increases for libraries
“We are thrilled that Congress has passed an FY2018 omnibus spending bill today that includes significant federal funding increases for our nation’s libraries!

One year ago, the White House proposed eliminating the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) and slashed millions of dollars in federal funding for libraries. Twelve months and tireless advocacy efforts later, ALA advocates have helped libraries:

win $9 million more for IMLS than it had in FY 2017, including $5.7 million for the Library Services and Technology Act.
restore $27 million for the Innovative Approaches to Literacy program.
provide $350 million for the Public Service Loan Forgiveness program.

Congress also appropriated an unexpected $700 million for Title IV education programs, which opens doors to new funding for school libraries.
On top of the good news about funding for libraries, Congress added a policy provision that has been on our advocacy agenda for years: Congressional Research Services (CRS) reports will now be published online by the Library of Congress, ensuring for the first time permanent public access to valuable government information.”
http://www.districtdispatch.org/2018/03/big-federal-funding-increases-for-libraries/

———————————-

Librarians

‘To Meet or Not to Meet?’ That is NOT the question.
“A day in the life of a librarian involves a lot of meetings, am I right? Particularly, as the type-casting goes, academic librarians. We all complain about this. We all wish we had more time and fewer meetings. So why haven’t we solved this? What would we measure in order to do so? I’ve been grappling with these questions as I work on a chapter about how meetings contribute to an organization’s knowledge management. There is so much about this that seems impossible to pare down, especially given the various ways we may
experience meetings.”
http://acrlog.org/2018/03/19/to-meet-or-not-to-meet-that-is-not-the-question/

———————————-

Privacy:

It’s not a bug, it’s a feature: How Cambridge Analytica demonstrates the desperate need for data protection
“Reports from The New York Times and The Guardian show that Cambridge Analytica used enormous datasets of personal information from Facebook to advertise to micro-targeted voters in the U.K. and the U.S. The information had initially been obtained from Facebook through a researcher, and then reportedly sold to Cambridge Analytica. Facebook says this practice was a violation of their terms of service, but the incident raises important questions about data protection in the age of data harvesting.”
https://www.accessnow.org/its-not-a-bug-its-a-feature-how-cambridge-analytica-demonstrates-the-desperate-need-for-data-protection/

Yet Another Lesson from the Cambridge Analytica Fiasco: Remove the Barriers to User Privacy Control
Last weekend’s Cambridge Analytica news—that the company was able to access tens of millions of users’ data by paying low-wage workers on Amazon’s Mechanical Turk to take a Facebook survey, which gave Cambridge Analytica access to Facebook’s dossier on each of those turkers’ Facebook friends—has hammered home two problems: first, that Facebook’s default privacy settings are woefully inadequate to the task of really protecting user privacy; and second, that ticking the right boxes to make Facebook less creepy is far
too complicated. Unfortunately for Facebook, regulators in the U.S. and around the world are looking for solutions, and fast.
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/03/why-we-didnt-make-fix-my-facebook-privacy-settings-tool

———————————-

Open Access:

UC libraries launch tool to help achieve open access
“To accelerate toward free readership for all, the University of California Libraries published Pathways to Open Access, a toolkit for campuses and research institutions to help make more knowledge openly available.

The resource aims to help research libraries and institutions throughout the world, by empowering them with information that could enable them to redirect their spending away from high-cost subscription services and toward sustainable open access scholarly publishing.”
http://news.lib.berkeley.edu/pathways-to-open-access

Combating Government Secrecy through Freedom of Information
“In response to a growing culture of government secrecy, people are seeking new ways to defend their right to information and combat intensifying threats to transparency and accountability. Openness advocates, journalists, litigators and grassroots organizations working on a range of policy issues are increasingly looking to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) to shine light on government actions carried out in our name, but without our knowledge. Today, Open the Government released a Best Practices Guide to FOIA
Collaboration, highlighting cases where FOIA collaboration is successfully being used to fuel advocacy campaigns and advance openness policies.”
https://www.openthegovernment.org/node/5673

———————————-

 

Research

Using Existing Bibliographic Resources to Compile Faculty Publication Lists: a Case Study from San José State University
“Our goal was to search the lowest number of databases and still retrieve 100% of faculty citations. To this end, we developed search strategies for each database using its native search facets and limiters. In considering facets, author institution and publication dates were critical to generating citations for any given time period. Secondarily, we sought to apply a limiter for department or often-used keywords for accuracy. For subject-specific databases that offered the department option, we applied the departmental secondary limiter
for more accurate results. However, for non-subject-specific, multidisciplinary databases, the inclusion of the CoS department was necessary in order to exclude citations published by authors of SJSU but from another college (Table 1). For example, in GeoRef, the department limiter was not available but a simple affiliation search refined to the specified years was sufficient for good results. In Web of Science, the search facets were more complex and included an “address” facet to limit to only CoS departments.”
http://www.istl.org/18-winter/refereed5.html

Researchers From John Jay College of Criminal Justice Develop First of its Kind School Shootings Database; Public Released Scheduled For Spring 2019
“Researchers at John Jay College of Criminal Justice are creating a first of its kind national, open-source database to track shootings on K-12 school grounds and sharpen the public’s understanding of these tragedies. In partnership with University of Texas at Dallas and Michigan State University, the project is supported by a grant from the National Institute of Justice’s Comprehensive School Safety Initiative – a research-focused initiative that seeks to develop knowledge about the root causes of school violence and to foster and
evaluate strategies for increasing school safety.”
https://www.jjay.cuny.edu/news/john-jay-college-researchers-develop-first-its-kind-school-shootings-database

Google Scholar: Quickly flip through papers on your phone
“Today, we are making it easier to use your phone to find and scan scholarly articles. Clicking a Scholar search result on your phone now opens a quick preview. You can swipe left and right to quickly flip through the list of results. Where available, you can read abstracts. Or explore related and citing articles, which appear at the bottom of the preview along with other familiar Scholar features.”
https://scholar.googleblog.com/2018/03/quickly-flip-through-papers-on-your.html

Research Tools: New OECD-WTO Data Provides Coherent and Comprehensive View of Global Trade in Services
“Services comprise a growing share of international trade. Yet detailed statistics on which countries trade which services with which partners remain patchy. Although worldwide, almost all countries provide an estimate of total trade in services as part of their balance of payments and national accounts, only around 50 OECD and non-OECD countries provide some geographical breakdown in their services statistics. This means that we have no data at all for 90% of all possible bilateral services trade relationships, which reflect
nearly half of the global services trade value. Moreover, even where data are available, asymmetries – where country A’s figures on exports to country B don’t match country B’s figures on imports from country A – undermine their usefulness.

To mitigate these problems, the OECD, WTO and countries have been collaborating to build a transparent and replicable global dataset of coherent bilateral trade in services statistics by main services categories.

The first edition of the OECD WTO Balanced Trade in Services (BaTIS) dataset is now available.”
https://www.oecd.org/sdd/its/statistical-insights-new-oecd-wto-data-provides-coherent-and-comprehensive-view-of-global-trade-in-services.htm

———————————-

Technology:

Evaluating Credibility on the Web With Annotation
“The goal of The Credibility Coalition is to make it easy for communities, publishers, content platforms, and the general public to create and access consistent, contextual information about credibility to help make decisions about content they might consume, publish or share.

The framework harnesses annotation to link credibility indicators to specific pieces of online content — not only to entire documents or pages, but even to paragraphs, sentences, or fragments. Annotation is used throughout: in the process of creating credibility indicators, to display results directly to readers, and to publish discoverable, structured credibility data for wider use. Ultimately, readers could interact with content using tools that harness credibility data from sources they trust, like specific news sources, fact-checking
services, or communities of experts.”
https://web.hypothes.is/blog/evaluating-credibility-on-the-web-with-annotation/

Libraries need to evolve to bridge the gap between digital and physical experiences, reveals UTS and Civica research
“Bridging the gap between online and physical experiences is a key challenge for libraries, reveals the latest Civica Changing LandscapeTM Report: the intrinsic value of libraries as public spaces – Physical-digital, communicating the new normal. The report was developed by the Institute for Public Policy and Governance, University of Technology Sydney (UTS) and Civica, a market leader in business-critical software, digital solutions and managed services for organisations around the world helping transform the way they work.

While 85 percent of the users are happy with the physical experience, only 61 percent are satisfied with the online offerings; there are still opportunities for online services to improve to meet users’ expectations. The latest report is the second edition of a series that first started in 2016. It focusses on the state of library service delivery whilst exploring users’ experiences with libraries and their perceptions of physical and digital spaces.”
https://librarytechnology.org/news/pr.pl?id=23294
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Technology

VR is still a novelty, but Google’s light-field technology could make it serious art
“I recently got a private tour of a NASA space shuttle’s cockpit, a quirky mosaic-covered LA home, and a peaceful chapel with light streaming through ornate stained-glass windows—all without leaving my chair.

That chair was in an office at Google’s Silicon Valley headquarters, and I was wearing an HTC Vive virtual-reality headset on my face. But because these places were filmed with a high-resolution prototype camera that reproduces some of the key cues we use to understand depth in the real world, it felt more like actually being there than anything I’ve experienced with any other live-action VR. Which is to say it was pretty damn cool.”
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/610458/vr-is-still-a-novelty-but-googles-light-field-technology-could-make-it-serious-art/

Bridging the communications gap between human and machine
“Artificial intelligence is seeping into an increasing number of industries, like finance and manufacturing. Now Chicago-based Narrative Science is successfully bringing AI into writing. Founded in 2010 to automatically turn statistics into baseball stories, the organization has evolved into a powerhouse in natural-language generation.

Stuart Frankel is the CEO of Narrative Science and has helped guide this transition from sports statistics to business insights. We spoke to Frankel about how technology like this is changing daily workflow in different industries and bridging the language gap between human workers and machines.”
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/610512/bridging-the-communications-gap-between-human-and-machine/

———————————-

 

Values:

Responding to Communities in Crisis
“Charlottesville and the University of Virginia have been in the news a lot recently. In Summer 2017, a series of white supremacist rallies took place in Charlottesville, culminating in the August 2017 Unite the Right rally which erupted in violence between counter-protestors and the white supremacists. In 2014, UVA was the focal point of a conversation about sexual assault on campuses after an article in Rolling Stone detailed, and later retracted, a story titled “A Rape on Campus.” A few years before, UVA’s president was forced
out by the board and later reinstated, resulting in national conversations about the future of higher education centered around the scandal at UVA. While it wasn’t specific to our institution, some also viewed the 2016 presidential election and its aftermath as a community crisis, since it was traumatizing for many people and resulted in local conflicts.

In light of this recent string of traumas, and our lack of clarity about what to do when they occur, my colleagues and I wanted to start a conversation with other academic librarians about how we can respond when our communities are in crisis. A few weeks ago, we had the opportunity to travel to Knoxville, Tennessee for the Library Collective Conference, where we facilitated a roundtable discussion centered on crisis response in libraries informed by our own experiences as librarians at UVA.”
http://acrlog.org/2018/03/15/responding-to-communities-in-crisis/

———————————-

Books and Reading:

Why Reading Books Should be Your Priority, According to Science
“More than a quarter–26 percent–of American adults admit to not having read even part of a book within the last year. That’s according to statistics coming out of the Pew Research Center. If you’re part of this group, know that science supports the idea that reading is good for you on several levels.”
https://www.inc.com/christina-desmarais/why-reading-books-should-be-your-priority-according-to-science.html

———————————-

Research:

Excellent research tool — the Wayback Machine browser extension
“If you do active online research (which is pretty much the whole point of SearchResearch), you fairly often run into web pages that are 404. When this happens, it means that the link you’re trying to follow leads to a page that is missing. It might have been removed by the author, or just moved elsewhere. In any case, the link you’ve got doesn’t work any more.”
http://searchresearch1.blogspot.com/2018/03/excellent-research-tool-wayback-machine.html

Research Tools: ProPublica Adds “People Search” to Non-Profit Explorer Database
“Today we’re launching a new feature in our Nonprofit Explorer database. You can now search for board members and key employees who work at nonprofit organizations by name. The database includes everyone listed on nonprofit tax returns filed electronically between 2014 and 2017. The data includes each person’s reported title and base compensation.”
https://www.propublica.org/nerds/new-in-nonprofit-explorer-people-search

———————————-

 

Libraries:

Inside the Comics Collection of the World’s Largest Medical Library
“Millions of books, journals, manuscripts, and images fill the National Library of Medicine (NLM), the world’s largest medical library, on the grounds of the National Institutes of Health. The documents cover the long history of medical research, the oldest dating all the way back to 11th century Persia. In 2016, the ever-growing collection started gathering one of the most recent forms of scientific literature: graphic medicine, which encompasses materials (mostly books) that use comics as a means of educating people about illness
and health.”
https://hyperallergic.com/430440/inside-comics-collection-worlds-largest-medical-library/

School Librarians’ Impassioned Response To Call To Be Armed
“She had seen the meme a few times before and ignored it. But when her sister-in-law wanted to show her something funny during dinner–and it turned out to be that same meme about arming school librarians with a gun with a silencer–Dottie Black couldn’t keep quiet anymore.

‘I feel very strongly that teachers having guns is an absolutely absurd idea, and that meme just hit me the wrong way at that particular moment,’ says Black, media specialist at Northeast Elementary School in Bellhaven, NC.”
https://www.slj.com/2018/03/industry-news/school-librarians-impassioned-response-call-armed

Banning literature in prisons perpetuates system that ignores inmate humanity
“We read to understand and express ourselves, to connect with our humanity, and to understand our rights and learn better ways of protecting our constitutional freedoms. Those issues are especially important to prisoners, who are isolated from society and frequently from one another.”
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———————————-

Transparency:

Classified Presidential Library Records to be Moved to DC
“The National Archives said last week that it will gather tens of millions of pages of classified historical records from Presidential Libraries around the country and will bring them to Washington, DC for declassification review.”
https://fas.org/blogs/secrecy/2018/03/nara-consolidation/

In Transparency Lawsuits, The University of Wisconsin Ends Up On The Losing Side
“Pritchard and his co-author John Anderson – who is the winner of a similar lawsuit – analyzed every public-records lawsuit filed against the University of Wisconsin system during the last four decades. They were surprised to find that in the last 40 years, the UW system hasn’t won a single case where they sought to conceal these records.”
http://wuwm.com/post/transparency-lawsuits-university-wisconsin-ends-losing-side#stream/0

Accessing government records isn’t always easy. Here’s how we’ve pursued them, and why it matters
“Sunshine Week marks a nationwide celebration of access to public information. It also spotlights one of the most crucial elements of investigative journalism, and journalism more broadly: making the workings of government transparent in part by accessing available records.

Hosted annually by the American Society of News Editors and Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press, Sunshine Week carries with it a slogan, “It’s Your Right to Know.”

Here at the Center for Public Integrity, we agree. We’ve highlighted some of the stories that involved digging through records to defend your right to know: Where your state lawmakers make their money, how many students your state is sending through the prison pipeline, the records behind campus sexual assault and more.”
https://www.publicintegrity.org/2018/03/14/21619/accessing-government-records-isnt-always-easy-heres-how-weve-pursued-them-and-why

———————————-

 

Freedom of Information

How transparent is FOIA?
“On Capitol Hill, senators are complaining that there’s too little transparency surrounding the government’s premier transparency law.

While the Department of Justice recently launched a one-stop shop to centralize the submissions of Freedom of Information Act requests, Republican and Democratic senators alike expressed frustrations with agencies’ actual responses — or lack thereof — to records requests.

‘No one can say with a straight face that FOIA always works as intended,’ said Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) at a March 13 hearing.”
https://fcw.com/articles/2018/03/13/foia-transparent-hearing-senate.aspx

Long-awaited FDLP Modernization Act would strengthen public access to government information
“The bipartisan FDLP Modernization Act of 2018 (H.R. 5305) was introduced on March 15 following months of effort by the Committee on House Administration. The bill would modernize the Federal Depository Library Program and related programs that provide public access to government information.”
http://www.districtdispatch.org/2018/03/long-awaited-fdlp-modernization-act-strengthen-public-access-government-information/

Save Government Information!
“Today, access to born-digital federal government information is relatively easy. Most of it is even available for free. But there are few legal guarantees to ensure that the information published today will be available tomorrow. Now, the GPO Reform Act of 2018 about to be introduced in Congress, pitched as a modernization of the Government Publishing Office (GPO) and the Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP), will actually endanger long-term free public access to government information.”
https://lj.libraryjournal.com/2018/03/opinion/peer-to-peer-review/save-government-information-peer-to-peer-review/#_

———————————-

International Outlook:

European Parliament ambushed by doctored version of pending internet censorship rules that sneaks filtering into all online services
“For months, the European Parliament has been negotiating over a new copyright rule, with rightsholder organizations demanding that some online services implement censoring filters that prevent anyone from uploading text, sounds or images if they have been claimed by a copyright holder.

These filters — branded #censorshipmachines by activists — were hugely controversial: even when used as intended, they make no allowances for fair dealing and other limitations to copyright. Beyond that, they are ripe for abuse, incentivizing trolls and censors to register materials as a means of keeping them off the internet, regardless of whether they hold any relevant copyrights.”
https://boingboing.net/2018/03/14/metadata-strikes-again.html

Two New Videos Re: Copyright Reform in Europe
Two videos from Aalto University and ResearchLibrariesUK (RLUK) on EU Copyright Reform.
https://www.infodocket.com/2018/03/19/two-new-videos-re-copyright-reform-in-europe/

———————————-

Publishing

Holtzbrinck has attacked Project Gutenberg in a new front in the War of Copyright Maximization
“As if copyright law could be more metaphysical than it already is, German publishing behemoth Holtzbrinck wants German copyright law to apply around the world, or at least in the part of the world attached to the Internet. Holtzbrinck’s empire includes Big 5 book publisher Macmillan and a majority interest in academic publisher Springer-Nature.”
https://go-to-hellman.blogspot.com/2018/03/holtzbrinck-has-attacked-project.html

EBSCO Information Services to release DRM-Free E-Books to expand e-book options for libraries and improve end-user experience
“EBSCO Information Services (EBSCO) continues its commitment to providing libraries and their patrons with access to high-quality e-book content by making more than 70,000 EBSCO eBooks Digital Rights Management (DRM) free. The DRM-free initiative reinforces EBSCO’s commitment to working with publishers to increase e-book options for libraries.

With thousands of DRM-free titles available, libraries can now purchase both DRM-free and DRM-protected e-books from EBSCO. Titles will be available on an unlimited concurrent user (UU) basis, and users will avoid any limitations on printing, saving, or downloading. No sign-in or Adobe ID will be required, and no special software will be needed to access these titles. Librarians will have the choice between the DRM-free unlimited user version of a title or a limited user model (1U or 3U) with standard DRM-protection,
enabling them to maximize their budgets and customize their collections to meet user demand. Users will enjoy quick, intuitive access to both PDF and EPUB DRM-free downloads, either for the entire book or at the chapter level. DRM-free EBSCO eBooks can be purchased on a title-by-title basis through preferred ordering services, including EBSCOhost Collection Manager (ECM), OASIS, and GOBI, the leading web-based acquisitions tool for academic libraries. Libraries that purchased limited concurrent user models can
easily upgrade to the DRM-free versions.”
https://librarytechnology.org/news/pr.pl?id=23269

———————————-

 

Social Media

Understanding Twitter use by major LIS professional organisations in the United States
“Although Twitter has been widely adopted by professional organisations, there has been a lack of understanding and research on its utilisation. This article presents a study that looks into how five major library and information science (LIS) professional organisations in the United States use Twitter, including the American Library Association (ALA), Special Libraries Association (SLA), Association for Library and Information Science Education (ALISE), Association for Information Science and Technology (ASIS&T) and the
iSchools. Specifically explored are the characteristics of Twitter usage, such as prevalent topics or contents, type of users involved, as well as the user influence based on number of mentions and retweets. The article also presents the network interactions among the LIS associations on Twitter. A systematic Twitter analysis framework of descriptive analytics, content analytics, user analysis and network analytics with relevant metrics used in this study can be applied to other studies of Twitter use.”
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/mzXhETQnf87rZcrHWKKu/full

Academic Libraries on Social Media: Finding the Students and the Information They Want
“Librarians from Purdue University wanted to determine which social media platforms students use, which platforms they would like the library to use, and what content they would like to see from the library on each of these platforms. We conducted a survey at four of the nine campus libraries to determine student social media habits and preferences. Results show that students currently use Facebook, YouTube, and Snapchat more than other social media types; however, students responded that they would like to see the library on
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. Students wanted nearly all types of content from the libraries on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, but they did not want to receive business news or content related to library resources on Snapchat. YouTube was seen as a resource for library service information.”
https://ejournals.bc.edu/ojs/index.php/ital/article/view/10160

 

———————————-
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Archives:

A Grim Task: Preserving Mementos from the Florida Shooting
“Under the unforgiving Florida sun, the stuffed animals along the makeshift memorial are beginning to fade. The prayer candles have melted, and the roses have withered.

Now it’s time to collect, archive and preserve the mementos that honor the 17 students and faculty who were killed Feb. 14 at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. The grim assignment falls to Parkland city historian Jeff Schwartz, who has already heard from people associated with other mass shootings, telling him to collect the items with ‘some degree of speed.’

‘Objects could fade, get corroded, bug infested. And we want to be able to preserve all this,’ said Schwartz, president of Parkland Historical Society.

After these tragic events, archivists face the task of documenting mementos by cleaning, photographing and storing them for future display.”
https://www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2018-03-07/a-grim-task-preserving-mementos-from-the-florida-shooting

Erasing history
“For years, our most important records have been committed to specialized materials and technologies. For archivists, 1870 is the year everything begins to turn to dust. That was the year American newspaper mills began phasing out rag-based paper with wood pulp, ensuring that newspapers printed after would be known to future generations as delicate things, brittle at the edges, yellowing with the slightest exposure to air. In the late 1920s, the Kodak company suggested microfilm was the solution, neatly compacting an entire
newspaper onto a few inches of thin, flexible film. In the second half of the century entire libraries were transferred to microform, spun on microfilm reels, or served on tiny microfiche platters, while the crumbling originals were thrown away or pulped. To save newspapers, we first had to destroy them.

Then came digital media, which is even more compact than microfilm, giving way, initially at least, to fantasies of whole libraries preserved on the head of a pin. In the event, the new digital records degraded even more quickly than did newsprint. Information’s most consistent quality is its evanescence. Information is fugitive in its very nature.”
https://www.cjr.org/special_report/microfilm-newspapers-media-digital.php

———————————-

Copyright:

Fair Use and Platform Safe Harbors in NAFTA
“Two separate safe harbor provisions are planned for NAFTA, and both are in trouble. The first is the copyright safe harbor, which in the U.S. is based on section 512 of the DMCA or Digital Millennium Copyright Act. In a nutshell, this safe harbor would protect Internet platforms from liability when their users infringe copyright, so long as the platforms take the allegedly infringing material down after they get a complaint. Canada also has a copyright safe harbor system, which is a little different (and better) because it doesn’t
require the platform to take the content down, only to notify the person who uploaded it about the complaint.”
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/03/fair-use-and-platform-safe-harbors-nafta
———————————-

Libraries:

Next-Level Engagement: Leading Communities on Resilience | Editorial
“I love the framing of the new report from the Aspen Institute, “Libraries: Building Community Resilience in Colorado,” published January 31. Casting libraries as engines of resilience is so right-on and so smart as we strive to better articulate our impact and potential. This project is focused on Colorado but has much to offer anyone, anywhere, about how to think about connecting to community needs, anticipate future needs, and respond with a more integrated statewide approach.”
https://lj.libraryjournal.com/2018/03/opinion/editorial/next-level-engagement-leading-communities-resilience-editorial/

We Can, But Should We?
“Libraries work hard to help the underserved in their communities. However, identifying and reaching out to nonusers of our services is often difficult. Imagine having access to information about every one of your community members and whether and how they use the library. You could tailor your communications and target those who might need services the most.

While the possibilities of library data in learning analytics might be intriguing, the privacy implications are immense. If these systems can identify students who don’t use the library, this means that individual and transaction-level data is being kept and put into other institutional platforms. It’s possible that a library collecting this data could end up responsible for a major breach of patron privacy.”
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2018/03/01/learning-analytics-we-can-but-should-we/

———————————-

Freedom of Information:

FOIA Portal Announced – Is it the Answer?
“DOJ has announced the creation of the national FOIA portal. FOIA portals allow a single entry point for FOIA requests and to check on the status of the requests and some other things such as the disclosure of records.”
http://thefoiablog.typepad.com/the_foia_blog/2018/03/foia-portal-announced-is-it-the-answer.html

Senate Judiciary to Hold FOIA Hearing March 13
“The Senate Judiciary Committee is set to hold hearing on the FOIA on March 13 – the title of the hearing is “Examining the Administration’s Progress on Reforms and Looking Ahead.” My guess is that those testifying on behalf of the administration will cite its move towards a universal FOIA portal as its “progress” – I highly doubt that it will speak about various agencies such as State and HUD moving non-FOIA professionals into high level FOIA positions that they have absolutely no training or experience.”
http://thefoiablog.typepad.com/the_foia_blog/2018/03/senate-judiciary-to-hold-foia-hearing-march-13.html

FOIA: A Colossus Under Assault
“Just over a year ago, a Freedom of Information Act release by the National Park Service demonstrably proved that the President of the United States was lying about the size of his inauguration crowd. That he was even elected president was, in part, because his opponent had improperly stored federal records on a personal server as Secretary of State and her agency was systematically and untruthfully stating that “no records” of the Secretary’s emails could be located in response to FOIA requests.

A tiny sampling of the stories made possible by the Freedom of Information Act since then confirms that the law’s impact continues to remain gargantuan. We now know, thanks to FOIA: how the Drug Enforcement Administration was hamstrung from going after suspicious opiate shipments; how the Department of Justice uses parallel construction to construe illegal searches as legal; how Environmental Administrator Scott Pruitt was personally involved in scrubbing climate change data from his agency’s website; how
Afghanistan and Iraq wars proceeded day by day from the Secretary of Defense’s desk; how investigations into suspicious deaths of Russians connected to Vladimir Putin on American soil are being conducted; how the Treasury Department justified its claim that recent tax cuts will generate $1.8 trillion in revenue (in just one page); how the rushed construction of a border wall would negatively impact one retirement community and three wildlife areas; and thousands more important local and national stories.”
https://unredacted.com/2018/03/07/foia-a-colossus-under-assault/

The Follies: Recognizing the Year’s Worst in Government Transparency
“Government transparency laws like the Freedom of Information Act exist to enforce the public’s right to inspect records so we can all figure out what the heck is being done in our name and with our tax dollars.

But when a public agency ignores, breaks or twists the law, your recourse varies by jurisdiction. In some states, when an official improperly responds to your public records request, you can appeal to a higher bureaucratic authority or seek help from an ombudsperson. In most states, you can take the dispute to court.

Public shaming and sarcasm, however, are tactics that can be applied anywhere.”
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/03/foilies-2018

———————————-

 

Internet users:

The Spread of True and False News Online
“There is worldwide concern over false news and the possibility that it can influence political, economic, and social well-being. To understand how false news spreads, Vosoughi et al. used a data set of rumor cascades on Twitter from 2006 to 2017. About 126,000 rumors were spread by ~3 million people. False news reached more people than the truth; the top 1% of false news cascades diffused to between 1000 and 100,000 people, whereas the truth rarely diffused to more than 1000 people. Falsehood also diffused faster than the
truth. The degree of novelty and the emotional reactions of recipients may be responsible for the differences observed.”
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/359/6380/1146.full

Misinformation Overload
“We live in uncertain times. With big data and a boom in our ability to transmit ideas comes a seemingly greater amount of erroneous information, and therefore the need for everyone to be able to properly identify, discredit, and prevent the spread of falsehoods. What follows is a tour of how much the misrepresentation of reality pervades our world (from whimsical pranks and well-intentioned hoaxes to full-blown propaganda intended to defraud and manipulate), concluding with a discussion of tactics for taking a rational and
scientific view so that we may both decrease our susceptibility and improve our ability to detect misinformation.”
https://medium.com/@hubbard/misinformation-overload-9f420ab7b9f0

The Chart, Version 3.0: What, Exactly, Are We Reading?
“As I discussed in my post entitled “The Chart, Second Edition: What Makes a News Source Good?” the most accurate and helpful way to analyze a news source is to analyze its individual stories, and the most accurate way to analyze an individual story is to analyze its individual sentences. I recently started a blog series where I rank individual stories on this chart and provide a written analysis that scores the article itself on a sentence-by-sentence basis, and separately scores the title, graphics, lede, and other visual elements. See a
couple of examples here. Categorizing and ranking the news is hard to do because there are so very many factors. But I’m convinced that the most accurate way to analyze and categorize news is to look as closely at it as possible, and measure everything about it that is measurable. I think we can improve our media landscape by doing this and coming up with novel and accurate ways to rank and score the news, and then teaching others how to do the same.”
http://www.allgeneralizationsarefalse.com/the-chart-version-3-0-what-exactly-are-we-reading/
———————————-

Books and Reading:

Climbing Mount Tsundoku: On Acquiring More Books Than It’s Possible to Read
“One of my little projects last year was something I modestly called “Twenty Core [Subgenre] Speculative Fiction Works Every True SF Fan Should Have On Their Shelves.” Reading is a huge part of my life. Thanks to my freakish cognitive architecture, I read quickly, and thanks to the fact I am as gregarious as a stylite, I have the time to read prodigiously. Putting together the core lists was an amusing application of my resources and yet in amongst all the lists, readers found Twenty Core Speculative Fiction Works It May
Surprise You To Learn I Have Not Yet Read Every True SF Fan Should Have On Their Shelves.”
https://www.tor.com/2018/03/01/climbing-mount-tsundoku-on-acquiring-more-books-than-its-possible-to-read/

———————————-

Education:

University Libraries launches framework for digital literacy
Taking action and being active in the digital world involves understanding and effectively using a variety of online resources.

To help the campus community and beyond be better equipped to do this, the Virginia Tech University Libraries, with partners from across campus, launched a framework to enhance digital literacy as part of emerging, collaborative digital literacy initiatives.
https://vtnews.vt.edu/articles/2018/03/univlib-digitalliteracy.html

Teaching to the Team | Learning in Practice
By the time most library leaders reach their top management positions, they’ve been out of library school for a while and can take a long view on how their time there shaped their first job, their work supervising new librarians, and their experience at the helm. Others come from the business world and have a unique perspective on library education, often having taken a degree when already high up in a library organization to qualify for a director’s role. Either way, they can have strong views about what library schools should be
doing to prepare the kind of employees they’re looking for, what graduates should know to transition successfully to library work, and how schools and libraries can collaborate to produce prosperous graduates. LJ spoke with leaders nationwide to get their opinions about today’s library education and wish list for the future.
https://lj.libraryjournal.com/2018/03/library-education/teaching-team-learning-practice/

———————————-
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Technology

Bias already exists in search engine results, and it’s only going to get worse
“The internet might seem like a level playing field, but it isn’t. Safiya Umoja Noble came face to face with that fact one day when she used Google’s search engine to look for subjects her nieces might find interesting. She entered the term “black girls” and came back with pages dominated by pornography.

Noble, a USC Annenberg communications professor, was horrified but not surprised. For years she has been arguing that the values of the web reflect its builders—mostly white, Western men—and do not represent minorities and women. Her latest book, Algorithms of Oppression, details research she started after that fateful Google search, and it explores the hidden structures that shape how we get information through the internet.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/610275/meet-the-woman-who-searches-out-search-engines-bias-against-women-and-minorities/

———————————-

Transparency

Five women who stood up for the public’s right to know.
“Sunshine Week—a national initiative to promote a dialogue about the importance of open government and freedom of information—is on the horizon. Held on March 11 through March 17 this year, Sunshine Week occurs annually, coinciding with James Madison’s birthday and National Freedom of Information Day on March 16.
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During Sunshine Week, hundreds of libraries, media organizations, civic groups, nonprofits, schools, federal agencies and other participants engage public discussion on the importance of open government. The purpose? To highlight the fact that government functions best when it operates transparently and that the public has the right to access information from the government.

In honor of this upcoming library holiday—and the start of women’s history month—check out these five women who advocated for the public’s right to know.”

http://www.districtdispatch.org/2018/03/look-back-move-forward-right-to-know/

———————————-

Books and Reading:

Inside the OED: can the world’s biggest dictionary survive the internet?
“At one level, few things are simpler than a dictionary: a list of the words people use or have used, with an explanation of what those words mean, or have meant. At the level that matters, though – the level that lexicographers fret and obsess about – few things could be more complex. Who used those words, where and when? How do you know? Which words do you include, and on what basis? How do you tease apart this sense from that? And what is ‘English’ anyway?

In the case of a dictionary such as the OED – which claims to provide a ‘definitive’ record of every single word in the language from 1000AD to the present day – the question is even larger: can a living language be comprehensively mapped, surveyed and described? Speaking to lexicographers makes one wary of using the word ‘literally’, but a definitive dictionary is, literally, impossible. No sooner have you reached the summit of the mountain than it has expanded another hundred feet. Then you realise it’s not even one mountain,
but an interlocking series of ranges marching across the Earth.”

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/feb/23/oxford-english-dictionary-can-worlds-biggest-dictionary-survive-internet

The British Library’s Record-breaking Harry Potter magic exhibition goes online
“As the real doors close on the most successful exhibition in the history of the British Library, Harry Potter: A History of Magic, virtual doors open on a version created with the library’s curators for the Google Arts and Culture site.

Star exhibits, including objects from Harry Potter creator JK Rowling’s personal archive and 360-degree interactive re-creations of galleries from the exhibition, launched on Tuesday morning on the Google Arts and Culture site. They will be available free, worldwide and in six languages, with more to be added – reflecting the phenomenal popularity of the books, which have now been translated into scores of languages including Greenlandic and Tibetan.”

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2018/feb/27/record-breaking-harry-potter-magic-exhibition-goes-online

New Book: The Politics of Theory and the Practice of Critical Librarianship
“Over the past fifteen years, librarians have increasingly looked to theory as a means to destabilize normative discourses and practices within LIS, to engage in inclusive and non-authoritarian pedagogies, and to organize for social justice. ‘Critlib,’ short for ‘critical librarianship,’ is variously used to refer to a growing body of scholarship, an intellectual or activist movement within librarianship, an online community that occasionally organizes in-person meetings, and an informal Twitter discussion space active since 2014, identified
by the #critlib hashtag. Critlib ‘aims to engage in discussion about critical perspectives on library practice’ but it also seeks to bring ‘social justice principles into our work in libraries’”

http://libraryjuicepress.com/blog/?p=5729

———————————-

Public Policy:

Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals Has New Opportunity to Protect Device Privacy at the Border
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit has a new opportunity to strengthen personal privacy at the border. When courts recognize and strengthen our Fourth Amendment rights against warrantless, suspicionless border searches of our electronic devices, it’s an important check on the government’s power to search anyone, for any or no reason, at airports and border checkpoints.

EFF recently filed amicus briefs in two cases, U.S. v. Cano and U.S. v. Caballero, before the Ninth Circuit arguing that the Constitution requires border agents to have a probable cause warrant to search travelers’ electronic devices.

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/02/ninth-circuit-court-appeals-has-new-opportunity-protect-device-privacy-border

Public Knowledge Urges Americans to Demand Congress Restore FCC Net Neutrality Rules
On February 28th, “Senator Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.) introduced a Congressional Review Act resolution to undo the Federal Communications Commission’s vote to roll back the agency’s 2015 net neutrality rules. Representatives Mike Doyle (D-PA) and Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) also introduced the CRA in the House. A CRA would restore the agency’s 2015 Open Internet Order creating the rules, which the D.C. Circuit Court upheld not once, but twice. Congress has just 60 legislative days from last week’s publication in the
Federal Register to use the CRA to overturn the repeal.

The net neutrality rules prevented broadband providers from blocking websites, throttling web traffic, or creating “fast lanes” only for those able to pay for prioritization. Millions of Americans expressed support for these rules by submitting comments with the FCC leading up to the 2015 Open Internet Order, and millions of Americans have opposed FCC Chairman Ajit Pai’s proposal to roll back these rules.”

https://www.publicknowledge.org/press-release/public-knowledge-urges-americans-to-demand-congress-restore-fcc-net-neutrality-rules

———————————-

Privacy

Google’s “right to be forgotten” Transparency Report
“In May 2014, in a landmark ruling, the European Court of Justice established the ‘right to be forgotten,’ or more accurately, the ‘right to delist,’ allowing Europeans to ask search engines to delist information about themselves from search results. In deciding what to delist, search engines like Google must consider if the information in question is “inaccurate, inadequate, irrelevant or excessive”—and whether there is a public interest in the information remaining available in search results.

Understanding how we make these types of decisions—and how people are using new rights like those granted by the European Court—is important. Since 2014, we’ve provided information about ‘right to be forgotten’ delisting requests in our Transparency Report, including the number of URLs submitted to us, the number of URLs delisted and not delisted, and anonymized examples of some of the requests we have received.

https://www.blog.google/topics/google-europe/updating-our-right-be-forgotten-transparency-report/

———————————-

Research

Do Academic Journals Favor Researchers from Their Own Institutions?
“Are academic journals impartial? While many would suggest that academic journals work for the advancement of knowledge and science, we show this is not always the case. In a recent study, we find that two international relations (IR) journals favor articles written by authors who share the journal’s institutional affiliation. We term this phenomenon ‘academic in-group bias.'”

https://hbr.org/2018/02/do-academic-journals-favor-researchers-from-their-own-institutions

New LibGuide – Prices and Wages by Decade
A new guide from the University of Missouri Libraries “points to government publications listing retail prices for common items or ‘necessities of life.'” as well as “prices for foods, articles of clothing, household items, appliances, hardware, fuel and other physical goods” and “other types of common expenditures as well: transportation, cars, homes, rent, utilities, and school tuition for example. Here you will also find typical wages, salaries, hours and earnings for workers dating back to the 1700s.”

http://libraryguides.missouri.edu/pricesandwages

———————————-
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Archives:

The Internet Isn’t Forever

“Because history is a fight we’re having every day. We’re battling to make the truth first by living it, and then by recording and sharing it, and finally, crucially, by preserving it. Without an archive, there is no history.”

https://longreads.com/2018/02/20/the-internet-isnt-forever/

———————————-

Internet Archive Posts Military Industrial Powerpoint Complex

Military Industrial Powerpoint Complex – United States Military: “This collection was a special project originally done as part of the Internet Archive’s 20th Anniversary celebration on October 26, 2016 highlighting IA’s web archive. The collection consists of all the Powerpoint files (57,489) from the .mil web domain.”

•Motherboard: The Pentagon Has the Worst PowerPoint Slides You’ve Ever Seen – The military is just like us—it can’t PowerPoint either.

https://www.bespacific.com/internet-archive-posts-military-industrial-powerpoint-complex/

———————————-

Librarians:

Exit Interview: I Curated Rare Books for a 200-Year-Old Library

“In his 47 years at the Boston Athenaeum, Stanley Cushing has handled everything from a magnetic ‘Squid Book’ to an autobiography bound in its author’s skin.”

“The Boston Athenaeum—a 211-year-old independent library in the center of Beacon Hill—is home to about 150,000 rare books. Some are old, and some are brand new. Some are huge, and some are tiny. Some are made of lead, some are made of shredded army uniforms, and one is, famously, made of human skin. Until recently, Stanley Ellis Cushing was in charge of all of them.”

https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/stanley-cushing-interview-rare-book-curator-boston-athenaeum-library?utm_source=article&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=sendtofriend

———————————-

Copyright:

Embedded Tweets and Display Rights: Dangerous Legal Ground for the Web

“In a troubling recent decision (Goldman v. Breitbart) a court in the Southern District of New York found that embedding an image from Twitter in a web page hosted by a news sites can infringe on the exclusive right of the photographer to control the public display of the image. In the case, photographer Justin Goldman said that new sites, including Breitbart, infringed on this right when they included an embedded image of a tweet that contained a photograph he took of Patriots quarterback Tom Brady in the Hamptons.”

“Putting aside the fact that the photographer could have used a more direct method of controlling the use of his image, like a DMCA 512 take-down notice, interpreting an embed (or even worse, a hyperlink) as a form of copyright infringement is a bad idea. The various forms of hyperlinking, including embedded content, form the connective tissue of the web. They provide instant connections between separate sites and various forms of content, allowing sites to offer a more streamlined experience and layered information. They are
a crucial part of what makes the web open and accessible, which is why judges and policy makers should exercise caution when changing the legal landscape for links.”

https://cdt.org/blog/embedded-tweets-and-display-rights-dangerous-legal-ground-for-the-web/

———————————-

Internet Access:

San Francisco: Building Community Broadband to Protect Net Neutrality and Online Privacy

“Like many cities around the country, San Francisco is considering an investment in community broadband infrastructure: high-speed fiber that would make Internet access cheaper and better for city residents. Community broadband can help alleviate a number of issues with Internet access that we see all over America today. Many Americans have no choice of provider for high-speed Internet, Congress eliminated user privacy protections in 2017, and the FCC decided to roll back net neutrality protections in December.”

“This week, San Francisco published the recommendations of a group of experts, including EFF’s Kit Walsh, regarding how to protect the privacy and speech of those using community broadband.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/02/san-francisco-building-community-broadband-protect-net-neutrality-and-online

———————————-

Technology:

Paper: Text Mining 101

EU OpenMinted Project Paper – What is text mining, how does it work and why is it useful? (http://openminted.eu/text-mining-101/)

“This article will help you understand the basics in just a few minutes. Text mining seeks to extract useful and important information from heterogeneous document formats, such as web pages, emails, social media posts, journal articles, etc. This is often done through identifying patterns within texts, such as trends in words usage, syntactic structure, etc. People often talk about ‘text and data mining (TDM)’ at the same time, but strictly speaking text mining is a specific form of data mining that deals with text…”

https://www.bespacific.com/paper-text-mining-101/
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Government:

Federal Budget Request Seeks to Defund IMLS, Cultural Agencies—Again

“The FY19 budget request released on February 12 by the Trump administration calls for the defunding of the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), as well as a number of other programs relevant to libraries, just as it did last year.”

“Trump’s proposed budget would eliminate funding for IMLS, the Department of Education’s Innovative Approaches to Literacy (IAL) grant program, the National Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, as well as after-school programs, K–12 literacy programs, the Global Climate Change Initiative, and a range of health assistance, foreign aid, housing programs, and state grants for education, the environment, and community redevelopment.”

https://lj.libraryjournal.com/2018/02/budgets-funding/federal-budget-request-seeks-defund-imls-cultural-agencies/

———————————-

Research:

World’s biggest city database shines light on our increasingly urbanised planet

“The JRC has launched a new tool with data on all 10,000 urban centres scattered across the globe. It is the largest and most comprehensive database on cities ever published.”

“With data derived from the JRC’s Global Human Settlement Layer (GHSL), researchers have discovered that the world has become even more urbanised than previously thought.”

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/news/worlds-biggest-city-database-shines-light-our-increasingly-urbanised-planet

———————————-

Libraries:

Free to Use and Reuse: Making Public Domain and Rights-Clear Content Easier to Find

The Library of Congress: “One of our biggest challenges is letting you know about all of the content available at loc.gov. Another challenge we have is letting you know what you can do with it (in a nice way). We are working on several fronts to improve the visibility of public domain and rights-clear content. We moved one step in that direction today with the launch of our Free to Use and Reuse page…”

https://www.loc.gov/free-to-use/?loclr=blogloc

———————————-

Free webinar: Building Local Communities with Social Media

“Libraries have been serving as community cornerstones for decades. They act as education centers, meeting spaces, and hubs of innovation. Every librarian has dozens of stories about the ways they meet user needs, be it through job skills training, providing support for returning veterans, early literacy programs, or access to e-government services.”

“But reaching users who aren’t already engaged with the library can be tricky, especially in a world where social media is changing the way users perceive community and communication. It can feel daunting to tackle telling the library story as communication platforms change rapidly.
“Next week, join us for a free, half hour webinar about social media marketing and community building. Led by Leslie Datsis of PBS Digital Studios, you’ll learn the basics about audience development, targeting, and how to develop a voice for your channels. And you’ll have a few new tools in your belt as you consider how you can take those stories to the next level and make sure that your users (and your elected officials) know just how important libraries are to the community.”

http://www.districtdispatch.org/2018/02/free-webinar-building-local-communities-social-media/

———————————-

Holding Pattern | Budgets & Funding

“LJ’s 2018 Budget Survey shows overall budgets continuing to increase slightly, but federal funding disputes and new tax laws raise concern”

“Last year, LJ’s budget survey showed libraries nationwide staying above water throughout 2016. In 2017 that trend continued, with libraries of all sizes reporting an overall average increase in funding for operating, materials, and personnel budgets. The trend seems to be leveling out, however. While total operating budgets rose modestly, concerns over a contentious federal budget that originally sought to eliminate federal library funding, as well as new tax laws, leave libraries unsure of what the future may hold.”

“An initial look at LJ’s 2018 Budgets and Funding survey of U.S. public libraries reveals a 2.8% increase in 2017’s total operating budgets, representing continued improvement since the lows of 2008—although down from last year’s gain of 3.4%. Overall, 77% of the 329 responding libraries reported an increase in total operating budgets from 2016 to 2017. In terms of individual locations, this is an improvement over previous years; 70% reported upticks in 2016, and 74% in 2015.”

https://lj.libraryjournal.com/2018/02/budgets-funding/holding-pattern-budgets-funding/

———————————-

Open Data:

Researchers are struggling to replicate AI studies

“Missing code and data are making it difficult to compare machine-learning work—and that may be hurting progress.”

“The problem: Science reports that from a sample of 400 papers at top AI conferences in recent years, only 6 percent of presenters shared code. Just a third shared data, and a little over half shared summaries of their algorithms, known as pseudocode.”

https://www.technologyreview.com/the-download/610294/researchers-are-struggling-to-replicate-ai-studies/

———————————-

Books:

The Best Things Found Between the Pages of Old Books

“What secrets hide among the pages of old books? There might be a lock of George Washington’s hair, the story of an forgotten luminary of American literature, or a centuries-old manuscript full of mystery. We asked Atlas Obscura readers to send us their stories about the most amazing items they found in books, and you sent us hundreds of responses—from the gross and macabre to the utterly charming and deeply surprising.”

https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/surprising-discoveries-pages-old-books

———————————-
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Libraries:

The Libraries Bringing Small-Town News Back to Life

“When a teenager began firing on students in Marilyn Johnson’s old high school east of Cleveland, Johnson searched everywhere to find out what was happening. She first saw the news on CNN, but she found out more on the town library’s Facebook page. The site was ‘the best, most detailed place to get breaking information,’ she says.”

“Johnson had published an acclaimed book on the digital and community future of libraries just two years earlier—This Book Is Overdue: How Librarians and Cybrarians Can Save Us All—but she hadn’t predicted that the sharp decline in original local news could propel librarians into action. Since that 2012 shooting, more local newspapers have folded or shrunk, and a few libraries have ventured in to fill the vacuum.”

https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2018/01/libraries-local-news/551594

———————————-

Digital Preservation:

How Tom Tryniski digitized nearly 50 million pages of newspapers in his living room

“Columbia Journalism Review: ‘Tom Tryniski began digitizing newspapers from all over Upstate New York in 1999. Since then, he’s scanned and uploaded nearly 50 million newspaper pages from publications across the US and Canada dating back to the 1800s…By October of last year, [his] site hosted nearly 50 million pages of American and Canadian newspapers—a collection much larger than that of Chronicling America, the joint newspaper digitization efforts sponsored by the Library of Congress and the National
Endowment of the Arts. The first newspaper he digitized was the Fulton Patriot; at the time, he didn’t own his own equipment. Twice a week, he borrowed microfilm rolls of the newspaper from the Fulton library and drove north to Potsdam, New York, nearly three hours away, to use an old foot pedal-powered microscanner at the offices of the Northern New York Library Network. He scanned 36,000 pages in this way and, exhausted from the commute, decided that if he was serious about his project, he was going to have to buy his
own scanner..'” [h/t Pete Weiss]

“This is Tryniski’s site – it is by current standards, obsolete, but for those of us who started working way back when and are not deterred by the challenges of looking through folders of scanned information organized by location, year and name of the newspapers, and have some patience, the rewards speak for themselves. This is a truly unique and perhaps invaluable resource that will not be duplicated.”

https://www.bespacific.com/how-tom-tryniski-digitized-nearly-50-million-pages-of-newspapers-in-his-living-room

———————————-

Copyright:

Need some free images for your academic work / poster / presentation / website? Look no further

“We all need images for essays, presentations, posters, art-projects, and lots of other reasons, but we don’t necessarily want to pay for them. Neither do we want to break the law by using copyrighted material we aren’t allowed to reproduce. So where do we find them?”

“Step forward CC0. Images which have been made Creative Commons Zero (also known as CCO) by their creators, are available to use by anyone, however they like. The images are in the Public Domain and can be reproduced, incorporated into other works, modified, and reused, without needing permission and in most cases without even needing to credit the author.”

https://www.llrx.com/2018/01/need-some-free-images-for-your-academic-work-poster-presentation-website-look-no-further/

———————————-

Government:

United States Census Bureau Data Repository

“The United States Census Bureau Data Repository preserves and disseminates survey instruments, specifications, data dictionaries, codebooks, and other materials provided by the U.S. Census Bureau. ICPSR, the host of this data repository, has also listed additional Census-related data collections from its larger holdings. The repository helps fulfill key recommendations made by the 2017 ‘Report of the Commission on Evidence-Based Policymaking.’ Specifically, the repository improves transparency by establishing a “searchable
inventory, through which the public can learn about the data that government collects.” The robust metadata also enables “researchers inside and outside government…[to] be better able to identify which data are needed and useful for answering policy questions, conducting program evaluations, and reducing inefficient and unnecessary data requests.”

https://www.bespacific.com/united-states-census-bureau-data-repository/

———————————-

Research:

Presidential research resources: A guide to online information

“This article highlights the breadth of freely available digital collections of presidential documents. These repositories are excellent resources for presidential, political science, history, and foreign relations research. From the resources listed in this article, librarians can choose multiple starting points for student and faculty research inquiries for primary and secondary sources that include handwritten documents by the founding fathers, interview transcriptions, digitized documents, and photographs, to name a few. This article does
not contain public opinion, election, or media content sources, which are an important component of presidential research.”

ttp://crln.acrl.org/index.php/crlnews/article/view/16883/18525

———————————-

Books and Reading:

Apple And Walmart Inject New Life Into Sleepy E-Book Market

“This past week, Walmart announced a deal to sell e-books and e-book reading devices from Kobo, a major player in the global e-book market that had all but given up on the U.S. a few years ago. And Bloomberg reported that Apple is preparing a major revamp of its iBooks e-book platform for iOS devices and Macs and that it hired a top executive away from Amazon to make it happen. The question in the minds of many who follow the American e-book market is simple: Why?”

“The e-book market has stalled. Back in 2013, e-books were predicted to exceed print books in sales by now. But instead, according to Nielsen data, 2013 turned out to be the peak year for e-book sales, and the market has declined slowly ever since. 2016 figures from AuthorEarnings suggest that unit sales of trade e-books (that is, the kinds of books you’d buy at a retail store, as opposed to a college textbook, medical treatise, etc.) have settled down just above 20% of overall trade book sales.”

https://www.forbes.com/sites/billrosenblatt/2018/01/28/apple-and-walmart-inject-new-life-into-sleepy-e-book-market/#5948939e499c

———————————-
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Copyright

Catalog of Missing Devices Illustrates Gadgets that Could and Should Exist

“Bad Copyright Law Prevents Innovators from Creating Cool New Tools San Francisco – The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) has launched its ‘Catalog of Missing Devices’—a project that illustrates the gadgets that could and should exist, if not for bad copyright laws that prevent innovators from creating the cool new tools that could enrich our lives.”

“‘The law that is supposed to restrict copying has instead been misused to crack down on competition, strangling a future’s worth of gadgets in their cradles,’ said EFF Special Advisor Cory Doctorow. ‘But it’s hard to notice what isn’t there. We’re aiming to fix that with this Catalog of Missing Devices. It’s a collection of tools, services, and products that could have been, and should have been, but never were.'”

https://www.eff.org/missing-devices

———————————-

Internet Access

Live chat: 5G and the digital divide

“If the fight over 5G poles and cells hasn’t hit your town yet, chances are it’s coming.”

“Join the Center’s senior business reporter, Allan Holmes, for a Facebook Live chat about his reporting on the politics behind broadband access and 5G. We’ll be taking a look at these controversial cell towers and discussing how communities are reacting to this change, which telecom companies claim will help bridge America’s digital divide.”

https://www.publicintegrity.org/node/21546

———————————-

Social Media

How to tell if you have fake Twitter followers (and how to remove them)

“Poynter: ‘Spotting fake Twitter uses is generally fairly easy, though fakers have gotten better at it over time. Tools like TwitterAudit can automatically scan your followers, revealing the number of fake followers (for free) and allowing you to delete and block them (for $5 a month). Use Luca Hammer’s Account Analysis tool to look at accounts individually. Consistent daily rhythms and constant retweeting of spammy handles or accounts are a good sign the user is a bot. The quickest way to manually spot obvious fakers is to look
at their profiles. Many advertise spammy links or use excessive hashtags. To look over many at once, click ‘followers’ below your own profile image. Stop users from following you by clicking the three vertical dots above and to the right of their usernames, then click ‘block.'”

https://www.poynter.org/news/how-tell-if-you-have-fake-twitter-followers-and-how-remove-them

———————————-

Librarians

Library Leaders Need to Get a Clue about Self-Awareness | Leading from the Library

“We learn that good leaders have the quality of self-awareness. What exactly does that mean and how do you know if that describes you? Not sure? Here are some things library leaders can do to boost their self-awareness.”

“No leader wants to be clueless about who they are and the effect they have on those with whom they work. The conundrum is when we lack self-awareness we fail to recognize our own limited clarity about who we are and the quality of our relationships. While it can be hard to assess our personal self-awareness, we excel in detecting someone else’s lack of it. Take job candidates, for example. It’s likely you’ve encountered one who brings a black hole of self-awareness to their interview. Did they really just say that? We suddenly
realize just how obvious self-unawareness is. It may cause us to cringe a bit and question whether we are equally afflicted in this way. Unfortunately, there are no simple tests for self-awareness, but as with many leadership matters, we can learn to become a more self-aware leader.”

http://lj.libraryjournal.com/2018/02/opinion/leading-from-the-library/library-leaders-need-get-clue-self-awareness-leading-library/#_

———————————-

Libraries

A New Home for AI: The Library

“University of Rhode Island plans to use its library to broaden the reach of artificial intelligence.”

“Artificial intelligence laboratories have been cropping up with increasing frequency on campuses in recent years. By and large, though, these labs have been located in computer science or electrical engineering buildings, providing a space for researchers and graduate students to develop computer algorithms that can learn or exhibit intelligent behavior.”

“The University of Rhode Island is taking a very different approach with its new AI lab, which may be the first in the U.S. to be located in a university library. For URI, the library location is key, as officials hope that by putting the lab in a shared central place, they can bring awareness of AI to a wider swath of the university’s faculty and student body.”

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2018/01/17/rhode-island-hopes-putting-artificial-intelligence-lab-library-will-expand-ais-reach

———————————-
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Privacy

DuckDuckGo Moves Beyond Search to Also Protect You While Browsing.

“Over the years, DuckDuckGo has offered millions of people a private alternative to Google, serving over 16 billion anonymous searches. Today we’re excited to launch fully revamped versions of our browser extension and mobile app, extending DuckDuckGo’s protection beyond the search box to wherever the Internet takes you.”

“It’s hard to use the Internet without it feeling a bit creepy – like there’s a nosey neighbor watching everything you do from across the street. Except, instead of a nosey neighbor, it’s a vast array of highly sophisticated tracker networks, run by big companies like Google and Facebook, recording everything you do online, often without your knowledge, and selling their findings to the highest bidder via targeted ads. While closing the blinds at home can put a stop to your neighbors, there isn’t something that simple that can work
online. Until now.”

https://spreadprivacy.com/privacy-simplified/

———————–

Archives

All Good Magazines Go to Heaven

“LONDON — When James Hyman was a scriptwriter at MTV Europe, in the 1990s, before the rise of the internet, there was a practical — as well as compulsive — reason he amassed an enormous collection of magazines. ‘If you’re interviewing David Bowie, you don’t want to be like, ‘O.K., mate, what’s your favorite color?’, he said. ‘You want to go through all the magazines and be able to say, ‘Talk about when you did the Nazi salute at Paddington Station in 1976.’ You want to be like a lawyer when he preps his case.’”

“Whenever possible, Mr. Hyman tried to keep two copies of each magazine he acquired. One pristine copy was for his nascent magazine collection and another was for general circulation among his colleagues, marked with his name to ensure it found its way back to him. The magazines he used to research features on musicians and bands formed the early core of what became the Hyman Archive, which now contains approximately 160,000 magazines, most of which are not digitally archived or anywhere on the internet.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/24/style/where-can-i-find-old-magazines.html

———————–

Professional Development

Free Webinar – CopyTalk: Copyright Librarian Starter Kit

“Many librarians are finding themselves in the position of being the local copyright expert. Some of these librarians are professionals who applied for a formal copyright librarian posting. However, other librarians are tasked with taking on copyright, to fill a growing yet unclear need in their organization, while retaining their other job responsibilities.”

“The purpose of this webinar is to help other incoming copyright librarians know what to expect, and to prepare them with a basic knowledge base of user needs to ease into them into their new role. This CopyTalk will provide specific guidance, and include “hands-on” best practices. A sample of the topics covered are finding collaborators within and beyond the library, how to start building the foundation for an education program, understanding what advocacy looks like, and getting a handle on the kinds of questions a Copyright
Librarian answers.”

The free hour-long webinar will be held on Thursday, February 1st at 2pm Eastern/11am Pacific.

http://www.districtdispatch.org/2018/01/copytalk-copyright-librarian-starter-kit/

———————–

Search

Search Tips for congress.gov

Would you like guidance and search tips for exploring congress.gov by category?

Please visit this site where you can learn more: https://www.congress.gov/resources/display/content/Search+Tips+by+Category

Digital Public Library of America – Discover 20,777,841 Images, Texts, Videos, and Sounds from Across the United States

What is DPLA?

“The Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) is an all-digital library that aggregates metadata — or information describing an item — and thumbnails for millions of photographs, manuscripts, books, sounds, moving images, and more from libraries, archives, and museums across the United States. DPLA brings together the riches of America’s libraries, archives, and museums, and makes them freely available to the world. To learn more about DPLA and our work, read about our mission, our values, and how we got started.”

https://beta.dp.la/

———————–

Medical Records

Apple Announces Effortless Solution Bringing Health Records to iPhone

“Apple today introduced a significant update to the Health app with the iOS 11.3 beta, debuting a feature for customers to see their medical records right on their iPhone. The updated Health Records section within the Health app brings together hospitals, clinics and the existing Health app to make it easy for consumers to see their available medical data from multiple providers whenever they choose. Johns Hopkins Medicine, Cedars-Sinai, Penn Medicine and other participating hospitals and clinics are among the first to make this
beta feature available to their patients.”

“In the past, patients’ medical records were held in multiple locations, requiring patients to log into each care provider’s website and piece together the information manually. Apple worked with the healthcare community to take a consumer-friendly approach, creating Health Records based on FHIR (Fast Healthcare Interoperability Resources), a standard for transferring electronic medical records.”

https://www.apple.com/newsroom/2018/01/apple-announces-effortless-solution-bringing-health-records-to-iPhone/

———————–

Libraries

Garbage Collectors Open Library with Abandoned Books

“A library in Ankara gives new meaning to the notion that books are timeless. Garbage collectors in the Turkish capital have opened a public library comprised entirely of books once destined for the landfills. The library, located in the Çankaya district of Ankara, was founded after sanitation workers started collecting discarded books.”

“Initially, the books were only for employees and their families to borrow. But as the collection grew and interest spread throughout the community, the library was eventually opened to the public in September of last year.”

http://www.cnn.com/2018/01/15/europe/garbage-collectors-open-library-with-abandoned-books/index.html

How a Library Handles a Rare and Deadly Book of Wallpaper Samples

“Shadows from the Walls of Death, printed in 1874 and measuring about 22 by 30 inches, is a noteworthy book for two reasons: its rarity, and the fact that, if you touch it, it might kill you. It contains just under a hundred wallpaper samples, each of which is saturated with potentially dangerous levels of arsenic.”

“The book is the work of Dr. Robert M. Kedzie, a Union surgeon during the American Civil War and later professor of chemistry at Michigan State Agricultural college (now MSU). When he came to serve on the state’s Board of Health in the 1870s, he set out to raise awareness about the dangers of arsenic-pigmented wallpaper. Though a lethal toxin, arsenic can be mixed with copper and made into beautiful paints and pigments, most commonly Scheele’s Green or Paris Green. This was no fringe phenomenon: near the end of the
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19th century, the American Medical Association estimated that as much as 65 percent of all wallpaper in the United States contained arsenic.”

https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/shadows-from-the-walls-of-death-book

———————–
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Copyright

Happy Together Once More: The California Supreme Court and Congress Take Up The Question of Copyright in Old Music Recordings

“Federal copyright law doesn’t give artists and labels the right to control most ways music recordings are played in public. That’s how FM and AM radio stations work. That’s how stores playing soothing ‘don’t you want to buy something?’ music work. And that’s how restaurants playing music at an uncomfortably loud decibel so you can’t talk to your friends work. But because older recordings aren’t covered by these laws, some copyright holders keep trying to use them to gain more control over how their recordings are played –
something they’ve never been able to do.”

“EFF just weighed in on one of these cases, in the California Supreme Court. In Flo & Eddie v. Pandora Media, we argued that state law, which governs sound recordings made before 1972, doesn’t include a right to control public performances of sound recordings, including radio play. If this sounds familiar, that’s because this fight has played out across the country over the past three years. The high courts of New York and Florida have already ruled that their own state laws don’t let pre-1972 copyright holders control public
performances of their sound recordings.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/01/happy-together-once-more-california-supreme-court-and-congress-take-question

———————–

Privacy

California Police Chiefs Misrepresent License Plate Privacy Bill

“EFF supports S.B. 712, a California bill that would allow drivers to cover their plates when they’re parked. This simple privacy measure would create an opportunity for drivers to protect sensitive information about their travel and whereabouts from mass collection by law enforcement and private data brokers.”

“The threat is all too real. Police agencies have surveilled Muslims by collecting plates in parking lots at mosques. Police officers have used license plates of vehicles parked at gay clubs to blackmail patrons. Anti-choice activists are trained to amass license plates of doctors and patients parked at reproductive health centers. Immigration & Customs Enforcement plans to use private license plate databases, effectively dodging state restrictions on data sharing, as it ramps up its deportation efforts.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/01/california-police-chiefs-misrepresent-license-plate-privacy-bill

Community Broadband: Privacy, Access, and Local Control

“Communities across the United States are considering strategies to protect residents’ access to information and their right to privacy. These experiments have a long history, but a new wave of activists have been inspired to seek a local response to federal setbacks to Internet freedom, such as the FCC’s decision to roll back net neutrality protections, and Congress’ early 2017 decision to eliminate user privacy protections.”

“Internet service providers (ISP) have a financial incentive and the technical ability to block or slow users’ access, insert their own content on the sites we visit, or give preferential treatment to websites and services with which they have financial relationships. For many years, net neutrality principles and rules, most recently cemented in the FCC’s 2015 Open Internet Order, helped prevent much of this activity. Net neutrality helped create a landscape where new ideas and services could develop without being crowded out by
political pressure or prioritized fast lanes for established commercial incumbents.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/01/community-broadband-privacy-access-and-local-control

EFF Asks Ninth Circuit Appeals Court to Strengthen Privacy Protections of Smart Phones at the Border

“San Diego, California—The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) urged the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals to require federal agents to obtain a warrant before conducting highly intrusive searches of electronic devices at the border by requiring federal agents to obtain a warrant if they want to access the contents of travelers’ phones.”

“’The Ninth Circuit four years ago issued an important ruling requiring officials to show they have reasonable suspicion of criminal activity to forensically search digital devices. While that was an improvement over the government’s prior practice of conducting suspicionless searches, the court didn’t go far enough,’ said EFF Staff Attorney Sophia Cope. ‘We are now asking the Ninth Circuit to bar warrantless device searches at the border.’”

“’Our electronic devices contain texts, emails, photos, contact lists, work documents, and other communications that reveal intimate details of our private lives. Our privacy interests in this material is tremendous. Requiring a warrant is a critical step in making sure our Fourth Amendment protections survive into the digital age,’ said Cope.”

https://www.eff.org/press/releases/eff-asks-ninth-circuit-appeals-court-strengthen-privacy-protections-smart-phones

———————–

Publishing

Principles of Transparency and Best Practice in Scholarly Publishing

“The Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE), the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ), the Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association (OASPA), and the World Association of Medical Editors (WAME) are scholarly organisations that have seen an increase in the number, and broad range in the quality, of membership applications. Our organisations have collaborated to identify principles of transparency and best practice for scholarly publications and to clarify that these principles form the basis of the criteria by which
suitability for membership is assessed by COPE, DOAJ and OASPA, and part of the criteria on which membership applications are evaluated by WAME. Each organisation also has their own, additional criteria which are used when evaluating applications. The organisations will not share lists of publishers or journals that failed to demonstrate that they met the criteria for transparency and best practice.”

“This is the third version of a work in progress (published January 2018); the first version was made available by OASPA in December 2013 and a second version in June 2015. We encourage its wide dissemination and continue to welcome feedback on the general principles and the specific criteria. Background on the organisations is below.”

https://web.archive.org/web/20180118224428/https://oaspa.org/principles-of-transparency-and-best-practice-in-scholarly-publishing-3/

Tear Down That Paywall: The Movement to Make Ocean Research Free for All

“As scientists race to save coral reefs and tackle other crucial marine issues, access to expensive scientific journals has become a roadblock to sharing knowledge, especially for researchers in developing countries.”

“While working for the Australian Department of the Environment, Christopher Cvitanovic, a marine protected area science manager, would encounter subscription paywalls that blocked his access to scientific studies. Article by article, he’d email the department’s library to request the full-text copy. Maybe he’d get it a day later, or maybe in a month.”

“It could be a frustrating way to work as at the time he was developing standard monitoring guidelines that could be applied to Australia’s coral reef-dominated marine protected areas (MPAs). The project required looking up existing research that had been conducted in the fragile and imperiled ecosystems.”

https://www.newsdeeply.com/oceans/articles/2018/01/18/tear-down-that-paywall-the-movement-to-make-ocean-research-free-for-all

———————–

Health Literacy

Focus On: Health Literacy

“To find out what’s going on in the growing field of health literacy, NLM in Focus spoke with resident expert Rob Logan, PhD, in the Office of Communication and Public Liaison at NLM. Logan is the co-editor of a new book on health literacy research and practice.”

What are the main points you want the public to know about health literacy?

“Health literacy has an impact on your health and life expectancy as well as your ability to cope with and navigate the health care delivery system.Yet few people are ‘proficient’—that’s the actual term—or are health literate. The last US national assessment suggests only about 12 percent of the population is health literate, or proficient.”

What about the rest of the world?

It’s about the same in the countries in the world where health literacy has been measured. Sadly, I suspect health literacy may be low everywhere.

https://infocus.nlm.nih.gov/2018/01/16/focus-on-health-literacy/

———————–

Online Security

Google’s Advanced Protection Program Offers Security Options For High-Risk Users

“Security is not a one-size-fits-all proposition, and features that are prohibitively inconvenient for some could be critical for others. For most users, standard account security settings options are sufficient protection against common threats. But for the small minority of users who might be targeted individually—like journalists, policy makers, campaign staff, activists, people with abusive exes, or victims of stalking—standard security options won’t cut it.”

“For those users, Google recently added the option to add stronger protections to personal Google accounts with the Advanced Protection Program. Advanced Protection is a big step in the right direction to provide different levels of protection for different people, and other companies and platforms should follow suit.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/01/googles-advanced-protection-program-offers-security-options-high-risk-users

———————–

Search

Business Intelligence Online Resources 2018

“This guide comprises selected resources published by industry experts, news organizations, advocacy and professional groups, and academia. Many sites that have addressed this area of research are no longer free, have left the arena, and/or have changed their business model to target a specific business sector and attract paying clients to their respective services. This guide focuses on sites and services, on both the open and deep web, that researchers may currently access and use for tracking and monitoring purposes, as well as
tools and techniques to leverage in their business intelligence work, that are either free or low fee based on data content parameters.”

https://www.llrx.com/2018/01/business-intelligence-online-resources-2018/

———————–
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Data Security

How to Assess a Vendor’s Data Security

“Perhaps you’re an office manager tasked with setting up a new email system for your nonprofit, or maybe you’re a legal secretary for a small firm and you’ve been asked to choose an app for scanning sensitive documents: you might be wondering how you can even begin to assess a tool as ‘safe enough to use.’ This post will help you think about how to approach the problem and select the right vendor.”

“As every organization has unique circumstances and needs, we can’t provide definitive software recommendations or provider endorsements. However, we can offer some advice for assessing a software vendor and for gauging their claims of protecting the security and privacy of your clients and your employees.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/01/how-assess-vendors-data-security

———————–

Privacy

Groups Line Up For Meaningful NSA Surveillance Reform

“Multiple nonprofit organizations and policy think tanks, and one company have recently joined ranks to limit broad NSA surveillance. Though our groups work for many causes— freedom of the press, shared software development, universal access to knowledge, equal justice for all—our voices are responding to the same threat: the possible expansion of Section 702 of the FISA Amendments Act.”

“On January 5, the Rules Committee for the House of Representatives introduced S. 139. The bill—which you can read here—is the most recent attempt to expand Section 702, a law that the NSA uses to justify the collection of Americans’ electronic communications during foreign intelligence surveillance. The new proposal borrows some of the worst ideas from prior bills meant to reauthorize Section 702, while adding entirely new bad ideas, too.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/01/groups-line-meaningful-nsa-surveillance-reform

———————–

National Archives

Join us for Citizen Archivist Week of Service!

“In the spirit of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service, join us this week, January 15-19, 2018 for the Citizen Archivist Week of Service. Our goal is to tag or transcribe 2,018 pages in the National Archives Catalog during this week-long challenge. Can you help us meet this goal?”

“Get started by visiting the Citizen Archivist Dashboard today through January 19. During this week, we’ll have a special expanded missions section and many featured records waiting to be tagged and transcribed. You can transcribe records related to Mediterranean Passports, which were certificates issued by the Secretary of State in an attempt to ensure safe passage of American vessels in areas threatened by Barbary pirates; slave manifests from the Port of New York; marriage licenses from the Office of Indian Affairs White
Earth Agency; records from a wide range of civil rights issue in United States history, and much more! What will you learn and discover as you begin to transcribe?”

https://aotus.blogs.archives.gov/2018/01/15/join-us-for-citizen-archivist-week-of-service/

———————–

Digital Equity

Improving Digital Equity: The Civil Rights Priority Libraries and School Technology Leaders Share

“Learning has gone digital. Students access information, complete their homework, take online courses and communicate with technology and the internet.”

“Digital equity is one of today’s most pressing civil rights issues. Robust broadband and Wi-Fi, both at school and at home, are essential learning tools. Addressing digital equity – sometimes called the “homework gap” – is core to CoSN’s vision, and a shared value with our colleagues at ALA.”

“That is why the E-rate program has been so important for the past 20 years, connecting classrooms and libraries to the internet. Two years ago the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) modernized E-rate by increasing funding by 60 percent and focused on broadband and Wi-Fi. This action made a difference. CoSN’s 2017 Infrastructure Survey found that the majority of U.S. school districts (85 percent) are fully meeting the FCC’s short-term goal for broadband connectivity of 100 Mbps per 1,000 students.”

http://www.districtdispatch.org/2018/01/digital-equity-civil-rights-cosn/

———————–

Libraries

Fashion Institute of Technology’s Library Gets a Makeover

“Even with the boundless wonders of the internet, many students writing papers are daunted by the fear of research: where to begin, how to begin, which library to use and so on.”

“But for Bethany Gingrich, 26, starting to write a thesis about Erte, the Russian-French illustrator and designer, was thrilling.”

“Ms. Gingrich, a second-year graduate student at the Fashion Institute of Technology, works in Special Collections and College Archives, a unit of F.I.T.’s Gladys Marcus Library, which is on the fourth floor of the school’s Manhattan campus and is nicknamed Sparc. She has relied on autobiographies and biographies as well as Erte’s sketches to get the right information.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/03/fashion/fashion-institute-of-technology-library.html

———————–

Please feel free to pass along in part or in its entirety; attribution appreciated.
The Intersect Alert is a newsletter of the Government Relations Committee, San Francisco Bay Region Chapter, Special Libraries Association

Share this:

Posted in Intersect AlertComments Off

Intersect Alert January 8, 2018
Posted on January 8, 2018. Tags: international outlook, internet access, internet users, libraries, open access, professional development, research

Search

Military Service Records, Awards, and Unit Histories: A Guide to Locating Sources

“This guide provides information on locating military unit histories and individual service records of discharged, retired, and deceased military personnel. It also provides information on locating and replacing military awards and medals. Included is contact information for military history centers, websites for additional sources of research, and a bibliography of other publications, including related CRS reports.”

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/secrecy/RS21282.pdf

———————–

International Outlook

Tiflolibros: The First Digital Library for the Spanish-Speaking Blind

What is Tiflolibros?

“Tiflolibros is the first digital library for the Spanish-speaking blind. Created in 1999 by a group of blind friends that wanted to exchange their digital books in order to widen their access to culture and education, Tiflolibros has grown to have more than 48.000 books in Spanish available for more than 7.000 members with blindness or other severe disabilities in America, Africa, Europe and Asia.”

How does Tiflolibros work?

“Tiflolibros offers an online catalog with more than 48.000 digital books that registered members can download using their personal password. Each member then, “reads” the books through synthetic-voice reading computers, accessible moviles, Braille tapes or other electronic reading devices for people with disabilities.”

What´s the benefit and potential of Tiflolibros?

“Internet and other new technologies offer an incredible opportunity for the integration to society of people with disabilities, not only through new tools but also through cost-effective collaboration, and improvement and decentralization of processes. Applying these new ideas, Tiflolibros facilitates the access of blind people to knowledge, at lower costs and with wider reach.”

http://tiflolibros.com.ar/contenido/English.htm#What is Tiflolibros?

Open Access in Germany: The Best DEAL is No Deal

“In the worldwide campaign to shift academic publishing to open access, the Germans are fighting a major battle. To many, they look like heroes.”

“’Projekt DEAL’ is the name of a German national consortium that includes university libraries and scientific organisations. The consortium has been working towards an agreement with Elsevier that, if the Germans have their way, would make papers by German authors in journals published by Elsevier freely available (open access), at a substantially lower rate than Elsevier is currently charging.”

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/blog/open-access-germany-best-deal-no-deal#survey-answer
———————–
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Professional Development

Free webinar: NLM’s Genetics Home Reference

“Join the NNLM Resource Picks webinar on Wednesday, January 31 from 3:00 – 4:00pm ET.”

“This session will feature Stephanie Morrison who is the Team Coordinator for the National Library of Medicine (NLM) resource, Genetics Home Reference. Genetics Home Reference is the NLM resource for consumer health information about health conditions that have a genetic component. The website provides a variety of authoritative information regarding health conditions including information about specific chromosomes and genes. Also, consumers will find resources that provide support, basics about genetics,
information about genetic testing, as well as ethical considerations. Learn how to use this resource for your personal use and for the communities you serve.”

“NNLM Resource Picks is a collaborative effort by the National Network of Libraries of Medicine regional offices which features a National Library of Medicine resource at each session to increase awareness of these resources and to encourage their integration by libraries and other organizations to more fully serve their colleagues and communities. Learn more and register for this session. The free webinar will be recorded.”

https://news.nnlm.gov/bhic/2018/01/free-webinar-nlms-genetics-home-reference/

———————–

Net Neutrality

California Introduces Its Own Bill to Protect Net Neutrality

“2018 has barely begun, and so has the fight to preserve net neutrality. January 3 was the first day of business in the California state legislature, and state Sen. Scott Wiener used it to introduce legislation to protect net neutrality for Californians.”

“As the FCC has sought to abandon its role as the protector of a free and open Internet at the federal level, states are seeking ways to step into the void. Prior to December, the FCC’s rules prevented Internet service providers (ISPs) from blocking or slowing down traffic to websites. The rules also kept ISPs from charging users higher rates for faster access to certain websites or charging websites to be automatically included in any sort of “fast lane.” On December 14th, the FCC voted to remove these restrictions and even tried to
make it harder for anyone else to regulate ISPs in a similar way.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/01/california-introduces-its-own-bill-protect-net-neutrality

———————–
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Take Action:

Net Neutrality: Check to see if fake comments were submitted in your name
The New York State Office of the Attorney General has create a 2-click tool to see if fake comments were submitted using your name, and to make a complaint if so.
Check it out at:
https://ag.ny.gov/fakecomments.

The webpage launches after Attorney General Schneiderman announced last week, in an open letter to the FCC, that his office has for six months been investigating the submission of enormous numbers of fake comments on the possible repeal of net neutrality rules using real Americans’ identities. An analysis by the Attorney General’s office found that tens of thousands of these comments may have misused the real names and addresses of New Yorkers; in all, hundreds of thousands of Americans likely were victimized in the same
way, including tens of thousands per state in California, Georgia, Missouri, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas, and possibly others. Impersonation and other misuse of a person’s identity violates New York law. Details at https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/ag-schneiderman-launches-webpage-new-yorkers-report-misused-identities-fcc-net.

———————————-

Privacy:

Apple is sharing your face with apps. That’s a new privacy worry
Poop that mimics your facial expressions was just the beginning. It’s going to hit the fan when the face-mapping tech that powers the iPhone X’s cutesy “Animoji” starts being used for creepier purposes. And Apple just started sharing your face with lots of apps.
Beyond a photo, the iPhone X’s front sensors scan 30,000 points to make a 3D model of your face. That’s how the iPhone X unlocks and makes animations that might have once required a Hollywood studio. Now that a phone can scan your mug, what else might apps want to do with it? They could track your expressions to judge if you’re depressed. They could guess your gender, race and even sexuality. They might combine your face with other data to observe you in stores—or walking down the street.
Apps aren’t doing most of these things, yet. But is Apple doing enough to stop it? Apple put some important limits on apps. It requires “that developers ask a user’s permission before accessing the camera, and that apps must explain how and where this data will be used,” Apple’s Neumayr said. And Apple’s rules say developers can’t sell face data, use it to identify anonymous people or use it for advertising. They’re also required to have privacy policies.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-switch/wp/2017/11/30/apple-is-sharing-your-face-with-apps-thats-a-new-privacy-worry/.

———————————-

Public Policy:

Customs and Border Protection Reveals How Agents Implement New Policy Not to Access Cloud Content
President Trump’s nominee to be Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), Kevin McAleenan, revealed during his confirmation process how the agency implements its new policy not to access cloud content during border searches of digital devices. In response to written questions for the record submitted by Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR) and other members of the Senate Finance Committee, McAleenan explained that in accordance with CBP’s new policy to access only information that is “physically resident” on a
device, border agents must “ensure that network connectivity is disabled to limit access to remote systems.”
While McAleenan did not provide details, disabling network connectivity can mean a few things, such as putting a phone or other device into “airplane mode,” or individually toggling off cellular data and Wi-Fi. It could also mean making sure a laptop is not connected to an Ethernet cable, or bringing a device into a SCIF-type room that blocks electromagnetic signals. This newly disclosed fact—that border agents must disable Internet connectivity before searching a digital device—provides a more complete picture of CBP’s new
no-cloud-access policy.
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/11/cbp-reveals-how-agents-implement-new-policy-not-access-cloud-content.

———————————-

Freedom of Information:

NPR wins suit for FEMA flood program data
The Federal Emergency Management Agency must make public the names of people who sold property through a flood mitigation program and will be required to disclose the exact locations and sales prices of those properties, a federal judge ruled this week. National Public Radio reporter Robert Benincasa sought the data about the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program under the Freedom of Information Act back in 2014, but FEMA refused, saying release of the data would intrude on the privacy of those who sold the property.
NPR filed suit earlier this year, prompting U.S. District Court Judge Beryl Howell to issue her ruling Tuesday that the location and seller information should be in the public domain. “The ‘undeniable and powerful …’ public interest in shedding light on the defendants’ administration of the HMGP outweighs HMGP sellers’ weak privacy interests in nondisclosure of their names and of their former properties’ addresses and GIS coordinates,” she wrote in a 24-page opinion. Benincasa told the court that NPR wanted the information
to try to assess whether FEMA was enforcing the rules of the program, which is intended to reduce the impact of flooding by putting properties in the hands of state or local governments or nonprofit organizations. Since 2000, the program paid $750 million to buy more than 10,000 properties, according to the NPR reporter.
https://www.politico.com/blogs/under-the-radar/2017/11/22/npr-fema-flood-program-lawsuit-documents-259468.

Free Press Groups Sue the Government to Find Out How Much Power It Has to Monitor Journalists
Following Attorney General Jeff Sessions’ claim this month of an unprecedented government crackdown on leaks of classified information, two free press groups filed a lawsuit Wednesday seeking to shed more light on the Trump administration’s power to monitor journalists. The Knight First Amendment Institute at Columbia University and the Freedom of the Press Foundation are seeking records that outline the scope of the ability of law enforcement and other investigative authorities to conduct surveillance on the media. The
lawsuit, which comes after the groups filed a Freedom of Information request for such documents in October, is an attempt to compel the Justice Department, National Security Agency, Central Intelligence Agency, and Director of National Intelligence to hand them over.
The suit comes just weeks after Sessions told Congress that his agency had launched 27 investigations into leaks of classified information. While there’s been just one such prosecution by the Trump administration so far, that number of inquiries would represent a huge uptick from the attorney general’s predecessors. It also follows the Justice Department’s demand earlier this year that the web host of a site used to organize Inauguration Day protests share 1.3 million IP addresses with the government. (The DOJ eventually dropped
that request.)
https://splinternews.com/free-press-groups-sue-the-government-to-find-out-how-mu-1820839293.

———————————-

Social Media:

Snapchat Has a Plan to Fight Fake News: Ripping the ‘Social’ from the ‘Media’
The messaging platform has a pragmatic take on how to solve our misinformation problem—but will it work? Time was, Snapchat was effectively a messaging app. But since it added the Stories feature, which allows publishers to push content to users, it’s increasingly been dealing with media content, too. Now, Axios reports that Snapchat has redesigned its app in an attempt to pull the two back apart. In a separate post on Axios, Evan Spiegel, the CEO of Snapchat parent company Snap, explains that the move comes loaded with
lofty ambitions.
The personalized newsfeed revolutionized the way people share and consume content. But let’s be honest: this came at a huge cost to facts, our minds, and the entire media industry … We believe that the best path forward is disentangling the [combination of social and media] by providing a personalized content feed based on what you want to watch, not what your friends post.
To make that a reality, Spiegel says, Snapchat will start using machine-learning tricks, similar to those employed by Netflix, to generate suggested content for users. The idea is to understand what its users have actually enjoyed looking at in the past, rather than presenting them with content that’s elevated through feeds by friends or network effects. (Snap doesn’t say what data its AI will gobble up, telling Axios only that “dozens” of signals will be fed to the beast.) The content that appears in that AI-controlled feed, which will be
called the Discover section, will itself be curated by an editorial team of … wait for it … actual humans.
https://www.technologyreview.com/the-download/609586/snapchat-has-a-plan-to-fight-fake-news-ripping-the-social-from-the-media/.

———————————-

International Outlook:

As FCC Contemplates Repealing Net Neutrality Protections, Indian Telecom Regulator Reaffirms Support for Principles of Non-Discrimination
Net neutrality is the principle that Internet service providers (ISPs) should treat all data that travels over their networks fairly, without improper discrimination in favor of particular apps, sites or services. Even as the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is pushing a plan to end net neutrality protections in the U.S., India’s telecom regulator has called for strengthening the principle of non-discriminatory access to the Internet.
This week the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) recommended amending all existing ISP licenses in India to explicitly prohibit discriminatory traffic management practices. Having rules in place that restrict ISPs and telecom providers’ ability to control access to content via their networks is important for a free and an open Internet. Such rules prevent network providers from degrading the quality of service or blocking access to apps to earn revenue or to limit competition.
Overall the recommendations are good news for both users’ right to a free and open Internet in India and creating a stable regulatory environment for businesses to operate there. The strong recommendations are also reflective of the giant strides the Indian telecom regulator has made in its approach to taking a nuanced approach to this complex issue. TRAI’s leadership, its transparency and efforts made to listen to the voices of its citizens create a stark contrast with the FCC’s regressive approach.
https://www.eff.org/fcc-contemplates-repealing-net-neutrality-protections-indian-telecom-regulator.

———————————-

Research:

Scientists can now figure out detailed, accurate neighborhood demographics using Google Street View photos
A team of computer scientists has derived accurate, neighborhood-level estimates of the racial, economic and political characteristics of 200 U.S. cities using an unlikely data source — Google Street View images of people’s cars. Published this week in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, the report details how the scientists extracted 50 million photographs of street scenes captured by Google’s Street View cars in 2013 and 2014. They then trained a computer algorithm to identify the make, model and year of 22
million automobiles appearing in neighborhoods in those images, parked outside homes or driving down the street.
To test what this data set could be capable of, the researchers first paired the Zip code-level vehicle data with numbers on race, income and education from the American Community Survey. They did this for a random 15 percent of the Zip codes in their data set to create a “training set.” They then created another algorithm to go through the training set to see how vehicle characteristics correlated with neighborhood characteristics: What kinds of vehicles are disproportionately likely to appear in white neighborhoods, or black ones?
Low-income vs. high-income? Highly-educated areas vs. less-educated ones? That yielded a number of reliable correlations. The five vehicle types most closely associated with white neighborhoods, for instance, were SUVs, cars made by Jeep and Subaru, expensive cars, and cars classified as “wagons.” In black neighborhoods, on the other hand, Cadillacs, Buicks, Mercurys, Chryslers and sedan-type vehicles were more prevalent. “We found a strong correlation between our results and ACS [American Community Survey] values
for every demographic statistic we examined,” the researchers wrote.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2017/11/30/scientists-can-now-figure-out-detailed-accurate-neighborhood-demographics-using-google-street-view-photos/.
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Take Action:

Demand the FCC Maintain Net Neutrality
The FCC has confirmed that they will vote on 12/14 to abolish the regulations that prevent internet service providers from blocking access to certain sites, throttling internet speeds, and otherwise controlling what websites and online services are available to their customers.
Internet users scored a significant victory in 2014 when the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) installed protections for net neutrality and the “open Internet.” Net neutrality allows all users to have equal access to everything available on the Internet, and prevents Internet Service Providers (ISPs) from essentially turning the internet into cable television — creating fast and slow speeds for sites of their choosing and charging consumers premium prices for upgraded access. Without net neutrality, small businesses, low-
income individuals, and much of rural America would lose access to affordable, reasonably-fast internet service.
CALL: Ajit Pai, FCC Chairman 202-418-1000
More details, and a suggested script, are at https://5calls.org/issue/defend-fcc-net-neutrality.

———————————-

Internet Access:

NY AG probing ‘massive scheme’ to influence FCC with fake net neutrality comments
New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman (D) is investigating what he calls a massive scheme to corrupt the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) with fake public comments on net neutrality. In an open letter to Federal Communications Commission Chairman Ajit Pai, Schneiderman said the agency hasn’t provided him with information “critical” to an investigation his office is conducting.
Schneiderman said in a tweet his office has been investigating a “massive scheme” over the last six months to “corrupt the FCC’s comment process on net neutrality by impersonating 100,000s of real Americans.” In the letter, Schneiderman wrote that the process the FCC has “employed to consider potentially sweeping alterations to current net neutrality rules has been corrupted by the fraudulent use of Americans’ identities — and the FCC has been unwilling to assist my office in our efforts to investigate this unlawful activity.” His
letter comes after Pai announced on Tuesday that the FCC will vote to roll back Obama-era net neutrality rules that require internet service providers to treat all web traffic equally.
http://thehill.com/policy/technology/361509-ny-ag-probing-massive-scheme-to-influence-fcc-on-net-neutrality-with-fake.

———————————-

Social Media:

Facebook (Still) Letting Housing Advertisers Exclude Users by Race
In February, Facebook said it would step up enforcement of its prohibition against discrimination in advertising for housing, employment or credit.
But our tests showed a significant lapse in the company’s monitoring of the rental market. Last week, ProPublica bought dozens of rental housing ads on Facebook, but asked that they not be shown to certain categories of users, such as African Americans, mothers of high school kids, people interested in wheelchair ramps, Jews, expats from Argentina and Spanish speakers. All of these groups are protected under the federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to publish any advertisement “with respect to the sale or rental of a
dwelling that indicates any preference, limitation, or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin.” Violators can face tens of thousands of dollars in fines.
Every single ad was approved within minutes.
Under its own policies, Facebook should have flagged these ads, and prevented the posting of some of them. Its failure to do so revives questions about whether the company is in compliance with federal fair housing rules, as well as about its ability and commitment to police discriminatory advertising on the world’s largest social network.
https://www.propublica.org/article/facebook-advertising-discrimination-housing-race-sex-national-origin.

———————————-

Intellectual Property:

Court Rules That EFF’s Stupid Patent of the Month Post Is Protected Speech
A federal judge has ruled that EFF need not obey an Australian injunction ordering EFF to take down a “Stupid Patent of the Month” blog post and never speak of the patent owner’s intellectual property again.
It all started when Global Equity Management (SA) Pty Ltd (GEMSA)’s patent was featured as the June 2016 entry in our Stupid Patent of the Month blog series. GEMSA wrote to EFF accusing us of “false and malicious slander.” It subsequently filed a lawsuit and obtained an injunction from a South Australia court purporting to require EFF to censor itself. We declined and filed a suit in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California seeking a declaration that EFF’s post is protected speech. The court agreed, finding
that the South Australian injunction can’t be enforced in the U.S. under a 2010 federal law that took aim against “libel tourism,” a practice by which plaintiffs—often billionaires, celebrities, or oligarchs—sued U.S. writers and academics in countries like England where it was easier to win a defamation case. The Securing the Protection of Our Enduring and Established Constitutional Heritage Act (SPEECH Act) says foreign orders aren’t enforceable in the United States unless they are consistent with the free speech protections
provided by the U.S. and state constitutions, as well as state law.
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/11/court-rules-effs-stupid-patent-month-post-protected-speech.

———————————-

Privacy:

Over 400 of the World’s Most Popular Websites Record Your Every Keystroke, Princeton Researchers Find
Most people who’ve spent time on the internet have some understanding that many websites log their visits and keep record of what pages they’ve looked at. When you search for a pair of shoes on a retailer’s site for example, it records that you were interested in them. The next day, you see an advertisement for the same pair on Instagram or another social media site. The idea of websites tracking users isn’t new, but research from Princeton University released last week indicates that online tracking is far more invasive than most
users understand. In the first installment of a series titled “No Boundaries,” three researchers from Princeton’s Center for Information Technology Policy (CITP) explain how third-party scripts that run on many of the world’s most popular websites track your every keystroke and then send that information to a third-party server.
Some highly-trafficked sites run software that records every time you click and every word you type. If you go to a website, begin to fill out a form, and then abandon it, every letter you entered in is still recorded, according to the researchers’ findings. If you accidentally paste something into a form that was copied to your clipboard, it’s also recorded. Facebook users were outraged in 2013 when it was discovered that the social network was doing something similar with status updates—it recorded what users they typed, even if they
never ended up posting it. Companies that sell replay scripts do offer a number of redaction tools that allow websites to exclude sensitive content from recordings, and some even explicitly forbid the collection of user data. Still, the use of session replay scripts by so many of the world’s most popular websites has serious privacy implications. “Collection of page content by third-party replay scripts may cause sensitive information such as medical conditions, credit card details, and other personal information displayed on a page to
leak to the third-party as part of the recording,” the researchers wrote in their post.
https://motherboard.vice.com/en_us/article/59yexk/princeton-study-session-replay-scripts-tracking-you.

Google collects Android users’ locations even when location services are disabled
Many people realize that smartphones track their locations. But what if you actively turn off location services, haven’t used any apps, and haven’t even inserted a carrier SIM card? Even if you take all of those precautions, phones running Android software gather data about your location and send it back to Google when they’re connected to the internet, a Quartz investigation has revealed.
Since the beginning of 2017, Android phones have been collecting the addresses of nearby cellular towers—even when location services are disabled—and sending that data back to Google. The result is that Google, the unit of Alphabet behind Android, has access to data about individuals’ locations and their movements that go far beyond a reasonable consumer expectation of privacy. Even devices that had been reset to factory default settings and apps, with location services disabled, were observed by Quartz sending nearby cell-
tower addresses to Google. Devices with a cellular data or WiFi connection appear to send the data to Google each time they come within range of a new cell tower. When Android devices are connected to a WiFi network, they will send the tower addresses to Google even if they don’t have SIM cards installed.
https://qz.com/1131515/google-collects-android-users-locations-even-when-location-services-are-disabled/.

———————————-

Freedom of Information:

Koch Lobbyists and Opus Dei — Who’s Dropping in on Trump Budget Czar Mick Mulvaney?
The influential OMB director’s door is open to corporate and conservative interests, according to logs that the White House fought to keep secret. One of President Donald Trump’s top cabinet officials has met with a long list of lobbyists, corporate executives and wealthy people with business interests before the government, according to calendars the Trump administration fought to keep secret. The calendars for Mick Mulvaney, the former South Carolina congressman who now runs the White House Office of Management and
Budget, offer a glimpse of who has access to the highest levels of the Trump administration.
Among those visiting Mulvaney: Trump friend and casino magnate Steve Wynn; a flurry of officials from the conservative Heritage Foundation; a string of health care and Wall Street CEOs; lobbyists for Koch Industries; a cryptocurrency evangelist; and a prominent member of the Catholic group Opus Dei. The Trump administration fought in court to block public records requests by Property of the People, a Washington-based nonprofit transparency group, to release the calendars as well as visitor logs from several other White
House offices. Lawyers for the group ultimately prevailed and provided the documents to ProPublica, which we are posting in a searchable format.
https://www.propublica.org/article/whos-dropping-in-on-trump-budget-czar-mick-mulvaney.

Offshore Leaks Database – ICIJ Releases Paradise Papers Data From Appleby
The International Consortium of Investigative Journalists published new data in the Offshore Leaks Database on close to 25,000 entities connected to the Paradise Papers investigation. The new records come from the offshore law firm Appleby and cover a period of more than six decades through to 2014 of entities registered in more than 30 offshore jurisdictions. It includes information from shareholders, directors and other officers connected to offshore companies, foundations and trusts. It also reveals the names of the real owners
behind those secret structures, when available. More than 70 percent of the new records belong to entities incorporated in Bermuda and the Cayman Islands. Other jurisdictions that also include hundreds of new records are the Isle of Man, Jersey and Mauritius. Most of the online registries from these jurisdictions don’t provide ownership or shareholder information. The Offshore Leaks Database also includes information from close to 500,000 additional offshore entities linked to ICIJ’s 2016 Panama Papers and Bahamas Leaks
investigations and its 2013 Offshore Leaks investigation. ICIJ is publishing the information in the public interest. The data released comes from the the Paradise Papers investigation, a global journalistic collaboration that exposed offshore deals of political players and corporate giants. The team of journalists explored a trove of 13.4 million records that come from two offshore firms and 19 secret jurisdictions. The leaks were obtained by German newspaper Süddeutsche Zeitung and shared with ICIJ and a network of more than 380
journalists in 67 countries. ICIJ is now making available only the structured portion of the Paradise Papers connected to the offshore law firm Appleby and some politicians featured in the Paradise Papers investigation. ICIJ is not publishing the totality of the leak and is not disclosing raw documents or personal information en masse. The documents revealed offshore interests of the queen of England and more than 120 politicians around the world. It also exposed ties between Russia and U.S. President Donald Trump’s commerce
secretary, the secret dealings of chief fundraiser for Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and tax engineering of more than 100 multinationals, including Apple, Nike and Uber. The first data release comes almost two weeks after the first series of Paradise Papers publications, which have already captured the attention of the world and produced reactions in several countries.
https://www.bespacific.com/offshore-leaks-database-icij-releases-paradise-papers-data-from-appleby/.

———————————-

Publishing:

Sudden Shift at a Public Health Journal Leaves Scientists Feeling Censored
For much of its 22-year existence, few outside the corner of science devoted to toxic chemicals paid much attention to the International Journal of Occupational and Environmental Health. But now, a feud has erupted over the small academic publication, as its editorial board — the scientists who advise the journal’s direction and handle article submissions — has accused the journal’s new owner of suppressing a paper and promoting “corporate interests over independent science in the public interest.” IJOEH is best known for
exposing so-called “product defense science” — industry-linked studies that defend the safety of products made by their funders. At a time when the Trump administration is advancing policies and nominees sympathetic to the chemical industry, the journal seems to be veering in the same direction.
“There are many scientists who work for corporations who are honest scientists,” said David Michaels, the former head of the federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration under President Obama. “What we’re concerned about here is the ‘mercenary science’ … that’s published purely to influence regulation or litigation, and doesn’t contribute to public health.” The journal was one of the relatively few places that provided an outlet for “scientists whose work is independent of the corporations that manufacture chemicals,”
he said. “The silencing of that voice would be a real loss to the field.”
Last Thursday, the journal’s 22-member editorial board, along with eight former board members and the journal’s founding editor-in-chief, wrote a letter to the National Library of Medicine requesting disciplinary action against the academic journal’s new publisher, Taylor & Francis Group. In particular, they asked the Library of Medicine to rescind the journal’s listing in the Medline index, which could drastically reduce its scientific influence.
https://www.propublica.org/article/sudden-shift-at-a-public-health-journal-leaves-scientists-feeling-censored.

———————————-

Government:

Asylum Outcome Continues to Depend on the Judge Assigned
The outcome for asylum seekers continues to depend on the identity of the immigration judge assigned to hear the case. If you, for example, were one of the 6,922 asylum seekers whose cases were decided in the San Francisco Immigration Court over the last six years, the odds of denial varied from only 9.4 percent all the way up to 97.1 percent depending upon the judge you had. For the 1,233 individuals whose cases were heard by the Newark Immigration Court, the odds of denial ranged between 10.9 percent all the way up to
98.7 percent depending upon the judge you appeared before. Stated another way, the odds of being granted asylum could be as high as 90 percent or as low as 3 percent in these two courts depending upon which immigration judge you were assigned.
TRAC’s 2016 detailed analysis of asylum decision disparities noted that while judge-to-judge decision disparities have long existed, between 2010 and 2016 judge-to-judge decision disparities got worse. Increased disparities were found in 12 out of the 16 courts studied last year. This year’s report shows that these sizable disparities remain. For both Newark and San Francisco, in fact, disparity levels had worsened, as had judge-to-judge differences for the Chicago Immigration Court. The Los Angeles and San Diego courts saw
modest improvement.
As the composition of cases and the ability of asylum seekers to obtain representation varies from one court to another, one cannot meaningfully compare asylum decisions between judges sitting on different courts. Even if we control for representation status, we cannot tell to what degree the differences observed are because the composition – and hence the potential “worthiness” – of cases heard by each judge account for the differences in Judge A versus Judge B’s denial rates. When we compare the decisions of judges sitting on
the same bench, however, the situation is different.
http://trac.syr.edu/immigration/reports/490/.
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Take Action!:

Participate in the Archiving of Vulnerable Federal Web Pages and Data
The Environmental Data & Governance Initiative (EDGI) is an international network of academics and non-profits addressing potential threats to federal environmental and energy policy, and to the scientific research infrastructure built to investigate, inform, and enforce them. EDGI seeks to preserve publicly accessible and potentially vulnerable scientific data and archive web pages from EPA, DOE, NOAA, OSHA, NASA, USDA, DOI, and USGS. Their archiving work has primarily occurred through more than 30 DataRescue
events, also called “archive-a-thons,” at cities across the U.S. and Canada. With the help of the Internet Archive and DataRefuge, these efforts directly contributed to the largest recorded End of Term harvest. Between Fall 2016 and Spring 2017, the Internet Archive archived over 200 terabytes of government websites and data. This includes over 100TB of public websites and over 100TB of public data from federal FTP file servers totaling, together, over 350 million URLs/files. This includes over 70 million html pages, over 40
million PDFs and, towards the other end of the spectrum and for semantic web aficionados, 8 files of the text/turtle mime type. Other End of Term partners have also been vigorously preserving websites and data from the .gov/.mil web domains. In addition, the EDGI volunteer tech team of over 30 contributors has built open source and freely available tools and projects for grassroots archiving, all available to the public on our GitHub. The next phase of archiving, “Data Together,” is described on the EDGI blog.
The End of Term harvest is over, but there are still ways to preserve programs or datasets you are concerned about:
– Check whether it has already been preserved [follow links here]
DataRefuge CKAN Repository
Internet Archive’s End of Term Archive, also accessible via the Wayback Machine
Archivers.space Coverage Visualization Tool
– Nominate web pages or datasets using the Government Web & Data Archive bookmarklet or our Chrome Nomination Extension
– Securely contact us with information about vulnerable programs or data via EnviroDGI@protonmail.com
Sound like a good information professional activity..?
More information on the EDGI Archiving data web page and also their Data Together web page.
More information on how federal government agencies are removing web content, and why that matters:
https://sunlightfoundation.com/2017/11/15/how-federal-agencies-are-quietly-removing-web-resources-and-why-it-matters/.

———————————-

Public Policy:

Automated “Extreme Vetting” Won’t Work and Will Be Discriminatory
Today, CDT joined 55 civil society groups, as well as leading computer and data science experts, to oppose the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) automated extreme vetting initiative. Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE) plans to use automated technology and social media data to decide who gets deported or denied entry to the United States. This initiative is not only discriminatory but also technically infeasible.
ICE is seeking a contractor to automate parts of the administration’s “extreme vetting” process, which will involve analyzing people’s social media posts and other online speech, including academic websites, blogs, and news websites. The stated goal of this vetting is to “evaluate an applicant’s probability of becoming a positively contributing member of society as well as their ability to contribute to the national interests” and to “assess whether an applicant intends to commit criminal or terrorist acts after entering the United
States” (language from the January 27th executive order known as the original “Muslim ban”). ICE intends to award the contract for this technology by September 2018.
Existing technology is not capable of making these determinations. Indeed, the concept of “becoming a positively contributing member of society” is amorphous and inherently vulnerable to biased interpretation and decision-making. Using automated analyses of social media posts and other online content to make immigration and deportation decisions would be ineffective, discriminatory, and would chill free speech. Even state-of-the-art tools for performing automated analysis of text cannot make nuanced determinations about its
meaning or the intent of the speaker. Machine-learning models must be trained to identify certain types of content by learning from examples selected and labelled by humans. That means the humans training the model have to know what they’re looking for, and be able to define it. But there is no definition (in law or in publicly available records) of what makes someone likely to become “a positively contributing member of society” or to “contribute to the national interests.” Even humans would be hard-pressed to make these
determinations, and automated technology is far behind humans when it comes to understanding the meaning of language.
Instead, automated tools are likely to rely on proxies, such as whether a post is negative toward the United States. Even for this type of analysis, existing methods are inaccurate. When it comes to determining whether a social media post is positive, negative, or neutral, even the highest performing tools only reach about 70% to 80% accuracy (measured against human analyses). The government should not use predictive tools that are wrong 20% to 30% of the time to make decisions restricting people’s liberty or speech.
https://cdt.org/blog/automated-extreme-vetting-wont-work-and-will-be-discriminatory/.

———————————-

Open Data:

A New Algorithm Can Spot Pneumonia Better Than a Radiologist
Add diagnosing dangerous lung diseases to the growing list of things artificial intelligence can do better than humans. A new arXiv paper by researchers from Stanford explains how CheXNet, the convolutional neural network they developed, achieved the feat. CheXNet was trained on a publicly available data set of more than 100,000 chest x-rays that were annotated with information on 14 different diseases that turn up in the images. The researchers had four radiologists go through a test set of x-rays and make diagnoses, which
were compared with diagnoses performed by CheXNet. Not only did CheXNet beat radiologists at spotting pneumonia, but once the algorithm was expanded, it proved better at identifying the other 13 diseases as well.
Early detection of pneumonia could help prevent some of the 50,000 deaths the disease causes in the U.S. each year. Pneumonia is also the single largest infectious cause of death for children worldwide, killing almost a million children under the age of five in 2015.
Andrew Ng, a coauthor of the paper and the former head of AI research at Baidu, thinks AI is going to be relied upon in medicine more and more. He previously worked on an algorithm that can, after being trained on electrocardiogram (ECG) data, identify heart arrhythmias better than a human expert. Another deep-learning algorithm recently published in Nature was able to spot cancerous skin lesions just as well as a board-certified dermatologist.
Radiologists in particular have been on notice for a while. Previous research has shown that AI is as good as or better than doctors at spotting problems in CT scans. Geoffrey Hinton, one of the pioneers of deep learning, told the New Yorker that because of the advances in AI, medical schools “should stop training radiologists now.” Analyzing image-based data sets like x-rays, CT scans, and medical photos is what deep-learning algorithms excel at. And they could very well save lives.
https://www.technologyreview.com/the-download/609510/a-new-algorithm-can-spot-pneumonia-better-than-a-radiologist/.

House passes OPEN Act to improve public access to government data
On Wednesday, November 15, the House of Representatives passed ALA-supported legislation to improve public access to government data. The Open, Public, Electronic, and Necessary (OPEN) Government Data Act was included as part of the Foundations for Evidence-Based Policymaking Act (H.R. 4174), which the House passed by voice vote. Passage of the bill represents a victory for library advocates, who have supported the legislation since it was first introduced last year. The OPEN Government Data Act would make
more government data freely available online, in machine-readable formats, and discoverable through a federal data catalog. The legislation would codify and build upon then-President Obama’s 2013 executive order.
http://www.districtdispatch.org/2017/11/house-passes-open-act-improve-access-government-data/.

———————————-

Technology:

Big Data and Social Justice are on a Collision Course
Have you ever felt like you missed the boat on a huge opportunity? I do. A friend once told me to buy bitcoin when it was $80; now it’s almost $5,000 and my stomach clenches thinking about what could have been. I get that same feeling when I think about big data and the opportunity it presents for communities of color. The world’s most valuable resource is now big data; it’s even been called the “new oil.” Machine learning and predictive analytics are the oil rigs and refineries that mine and process data to find valuable business
insights. Corporations race to tap into big data because it helps them innovate faster, sell more, track trends, and manipulate public opinion. What’s missing from this conversation is social justice: how big data can be used to both harm and help efforts to bridge America’s widening racial and economic divides.
Algorithmic predictions can be off the mark for many reasons, starting with the fact that data and the people who program predictive algorithms can be biased. Bias enters into algorithmic decision-making systems because at the end of the day, the inputs to that system come from people. Like our children, algorithms learn from us and that means we can transmit our implicit or explicit biases to them. As is so often the case, this bias negatively affects people of color. For example, if an algorithm for face recognition or judging
beauty is trained with only white faces, that program will be biased towards white women in beauty contests or mistakenly label black faces as gorillas. These types of problems can be addressed through greater diversity and inclusion among the teams that design algorithms and feed it data. A harder problem arises when the data itself reflects systemic bias.
http://greenlining.org/blog/2017/big-data-and-social-justice-are-on-a-collision-course/.

AI Can Be Made Legally Accountable for Its Decisions
Computer scientists, cognitive scientists, and legal scholars say AI systems should be able to explain their decisions without revealing all their secrets. Artificial intelligence is set to play a significantly greater role in society. And that raises the issue of accountability. If we rely on machines to make increasingly important decisions, we will need to have mechanisms of redress should the results turn out to be unacceptable or difficult to understand. But making AI systems explain their decisions is not entirely straightforward. One
problem is that explanations are not free; they require considerable resources both in the development of the AI system and in the way it is interrogated in practice.
Under U.S. law, explanations are required in a wide variety of situations and in varying levels of detail. For example, explanations are required in cases of strict liability, divorce, or discrimination; for administrative decisions; and for judges and juries. But the level of detail varies hugely. All that has important implications for AI systems. Doshi-Velez and co conclude that legally feasible explanations are possible for AI systems. This is because the explanation for a decision can be made separately from a description of its inner
workings. What’s more, the team say that an explanation system should be considered distinct from the AI system.
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/609495/ai-can-be-made-legally-accountable-for-its-decisions/.

———————————-

Freedom of Information:

FCC Proposes Eliminating Mandatory Cable Reporting, Allowing for Greater Industry Abuse of Consumers
Today, the Federal Communications Commission voted to approve a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that proposes eliminating the mandatory reporting form (“Form 325”) the FCC uses to track cable prices and subscriber information. The FCC is required by law to report annually to Congress on both cable pricing and competition in the cable industry.
Public Knowledge has repeatedly advocated for Congress and the FCC to take action to eliminate cable price gouging and take steps to enhance competition in the video industry. The FCC’s annual reports on cable pricing and cable competition are one of the few non-proprietary, publicly available sources of information on the structure of the cable industry and pricing in the cable industry. It is a major source of information for consumers, reporters, advocates, and policymakers.
https://www.publicknowledge.org/press-release/fcc-proposes-eliminating-mandatory-cable-reporting-allowing-for-greater-industry-abuse-of-consumers/.

———————————-

International Outlook:

Cambodian Netizens Face New Risks as Government Tightens Online Controls
In Cambodia, one of Asia’s poorest countries, the rapid improvement in internet connectivity and availability of affordable smartphones has been a great leveler. Many of its roughly 15 million urban and rural inhabitants have gained, in a short time, access to mobile internet and social media, which provide relatively free communication and independent, nongovernment sources of information. Some tech-savvy Cambodian activists, like Ngeth Moses, began to harness the internet to foster social change years ago. Ngeth Moses,
head of the Media/ICT Unit with the Center for Alliance of Labor and Human Rights in Phnom Penh, has campaigned online through social media platforms for political freedom and human rights causes. Ngeth Moses has also trained dozens of members of NGOs and youth organizations on how to use online campaigning and online expression platforms, such as Open Cyber Talk.
In the past year or so, however, the optimism among activists about the positive impact of greater internet access has given way to growing fears as the Cambodian government stepped up efforts to curtail online freedom of expression and political opposition. In early 2016, a new law increased the government’s authority over the telecommunications industry to include “overbroad surveillance powers” that pose “a threat to the privacy of individual users,” according to the U.S. think tank Freedom House. The law includes
punishments for several offensives, among them a prison term of seven to 15 years for threatening “national security,” a charge that the local human rights group Licadho said is vague and open to political abuse. A pending cybercrime law is also raising concerns about legal limits on what users are allowed to post on the internet. In 2016, the court used an older law to punish online dissent when it sentenced university student Kong Raiya to 18 months in prison for incitement over a Facebook post that criticized the CPP.
https://www.voanews.com/a/cambodian-netizens-new-risks-government-online-controls/4111483.html.

———————————-

Internet Users:

Lateral Reading: Reading Less and Learning More When Evaluating Digital Information
The Internet has democratized access to information but in so doing has opened the floodgates to misinformation, fake news, and rank propaganda masquerading as dispassionate analysis. To investigate how people determine the credibility of digital information, we sampled 45 individuals: 10 Ph.D. historians, 10 professional fact checkers, and 25 Stanford University undergraduates. We observed them as they evaluated live websites and searched for information on social and political issues. Historians and students often fell victim
to easily manipulated features of websites, such as official-looking logos and domain names. They read vertically, staying within a website to evaluate its reliability. In contrast, fact checkers read laterally, leaving a site after a quick scan and opening up new browser tabs in order to judge the credibility of the original site. Compared to the other groups, fact checkers arrived at more warranted conclusions in a fraction of the time. We contrast insights gleaned from the fact checkers’ practices with common approaches to teaching web
credibility.
https://www.bespacific.com/lateral-reading-reading-less-and-learning-more-when-evaluating-digital-information/.

———————————-

Social Media:

Do Facebook and Google have control of their algorithms anymore? A sobering assessment and a warning
If you searched Google immediately after the recent mass shooting in Texas for information on the gunman, you would have seen what Justin Hendrix, the head of the NYC Media Lab, called a “misinformation gutter.” A spokesperson for Google later gave a statement to Gizmodo that placed blame squarely on an algorithm: “The search results appearing from Twitter, which surface based on our ranking algorithms, are changing second by second and represent a dynamic conversation that is going on in near real-time. For the
queries in question, they are not the first results we show on the page. Instead, they appear after news sources, including our Top Stories carousel which we have been constantly updating. We’ll continue to look at ways to improve how we rank tweets that appear in search.” In other words, it was an algorithm — not a human making editorial decisions — that was responsible for this gaffe. But as Gizmodo’s Tom McKay pointed out, this kind of framing is intentional and used frequently by Twitter and other social networks when
problems arise. He writes: “Google, Twitter, and Facebook have all regularly shifted the blame to algorithms when this happens, but the issue is that said companies write the algorithms, making them responsible for what they churn out.”
https://www.bespacific.com/do-facebook-and-google-have-control-of-their-algorithms-anymore-a-sobering-assessment-and-a-warning/.
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Take Action!:

Urge Congress to Support Robust Hate Crime Data Collection: The NO HATE Act of 2017
The National Opposition to Hate, Assault, and Threats to Equality Act of 2017 (NO HATE) Act (S. 662/HR 1566), introduced by Senator Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) and Representative Don Beyer (D-VA) seeks to improve hate crime reporting and data collection. The 2015 FBI Hate Crimes Statistics report shows that at least 85 police agencies in cities over 100,000 in population did not provide data to the FBI – or affirmatively reported that they had zero hate crimes. Data drives policy. The NO HATE Act would provide
incentives for hate crime reporting, grants for State-run hate crime hotlines, a Federal private right of action for victims of hate crimes, and additional sentencing options for individuals convicted under the Matthew Shephard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act.
Urge Your Members to help improve federal data on hate crimes by supporting the NO HATE Act (S. 662/HR 1566)
Take Action here:
https://secure2.convio.net/adl/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=402.

———————————-

Freedom of Information:

Energy undersecretary wants nuclear safety reports hidden from public
The head of the federal agency that produces U.S. nuclear weapons has privately proposed to end public access to key safety reports from a federal watchdog group that monitors ten sites involved in weapons production.
Frank Klotz, administrator of the Energy Department’s National Nuclear Security Administration, made the proposal to members of the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board in an October 13 meeting in his office overlooking the Smithsonian Castle on the National Mall, multiple U.S. officials said. Four of the safety board’s five members heard Klotz’s appeal, and one of them — Bruce Hamilton, a Republican — responded by drafting and briefly circulating a proposal among the members to stop releasing the board’s weekly and
monthly accounts of safety concerns at nuclear weapons factories and laboratories.
https://www.publicintegrity.org/node/21261.

———————————-

Publishing:

Leading Western Publisher Bows to Chinese Censorship
One of the world’s largest academic publishers was criticized on Wednesday for bowing to pressure from the Chinese government to block access to hundreds of articles on its Chinese website. Springer Nature, whose publications include Nature and Scientific American, acknowledged that at the government’s request, it had removed articles from its mainland site that touch on topics the ruling Communist Party considers sensitive, including Taiwan, Tibet, human rights and elite politics.
The publisher defended its decision, saying that only 1 percent of its content was inaccessible in mainland China. Many of the censored articles focus on issues that government has long deemed sensitive, including human rights. But even articles that only briefly touch on these topics appear to be blocked, suggesting that Springer Nature is using broad criteria in deciding which content to censor. For example, one censored article focuses on the disputed South China Sea, a topic widely covered in China’s state-run news media.
Springer Nature did not elaborate on its methods, saying only that it deferred to the local authorities in deciding which articles to block.
>https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/01/world/asia/china-springer-nature-censorship.html.

———————————-

Privacy:

Equifax says it owns all its data about you
Members of the Senate Commerce Committee challenged Equifax’s chief executive Wednesday about the credit reporting agency’s sweeping data collection and its one-sided relationship with millions of Americans whose personal information it harvests for profit. Equifax revealed in September that attackers may have compromised the sensitive information of as many as 145 million people. But for many Americans — and for Senators at Wednesday’s hearing — it was unclear why Equifax was storing information about them in
the first place.
In one notable exchange, Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.) asked the interim chief executive officer of Equifax, Paulino do Rego Barros, why consumers do not have a say in opting in or out of the company’s data collection. “This is part of the way the economy works,” Barros said. But he was swiftly interrupted. “The consumer doesn’t have a choice, sir. The consumer does not have a choice on the data that you’re collecting,” Masto said. After confirming with Barros that it is Equifax, and not consumers, that owns all the
granular data collected about them, and that consumers cannot request to exit the company’s files, Sen. Cory Gardner (R-Col.) asked the current Equifax chief if it was right that the company maintains that arrangement. “I think it’s not my perspective to say it’s right or wrong,” Barros said.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-switch/wp/2017/11/08/equifax-says-it-owns-all-its-data-about-you/.

Verizon Asks the Federal Communications Commission to Prohibit States from Protecting User Privacy
After lobbying Congress to repeal consumer privacy protections over ISPs, Verizon wants the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to do it a favor and preempt states from restoring their privacy rights. While Congress repealed the previous FCC’s privacy rule, it left the underlying Section 222 intact. As a result, dozens of state bills were then introduced to restore broadband privacy, mirroring Section 222 of the Communications Act. Verizon’s two-pronged attack on privacy protections for Internet users would require the
FCC to not only abandon federal privacy protections (which is part of their Title II common carrier obligations), but to also prohibit states from protecting the privacy of their residents.
It is not clear that the FCC can reach so far under its Title III authority to block states that want to regulate business practices that are unrelated to the underlying service being offered. The practice of monetizing the personal information of users with third parties is explicitly a business practice and wholly unnecessary to the provisioning of wireless broadband service. You do not need to monetize someone’s web browsing history in order to provide them a wireless network function, particularly given that Americans already pay
substantial subscription fees for that service. It is also worth noting that the cellular industry has long lived under privacy rules that were intended to also apply to mobile broadband until Congress intervened.
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/11/verizon-asks-federal-communications-commission-prohibit-states-protecting-user.

———————————-

Intellectual Property:

US Court Grants ISPs and Search Engine Blockade of Sci-Hub
Sci-Hub, often referred to as the “Pirate Bay of Science,” has suffered another blow in a US federal court. The American Chemical Society has won a default judgment of $4.8 million for alleged copyright infringement against the site. In addition, the publisher was granted an unprecedented injunction which requires search engines and ISPs to block the platform.
Earlier this year the American Chemical Society (ACS), a leading source of academic publications in the field of chemistry, filed a lawsuit against Sci-Hub and its operator Alexandra Elbakyan.
The non-profit organization publishes tens of thousands of articles a year in its peer-reviewed journals. Because many of these are available for free on Sci-Hub, ACS wants to be compensated. Sci-Hub was made aware of the legal proceedings but did not appear in court. As a result, a default was entered against the site.
In addition to millions of dollars in damages, ACS also requested third-party Internet intermediaries to take action against the site. Just before the weekend, US District Judge Leonie Brinkema issued a final decision which is a clear win for ACS. The publisher was awarded the maximum statutory damages of $4.8 million for 32 infringing works, as well as a permanent injunction. The injunction is not limited to domain name registrars and hosting companies, but expands to search engines, ISPs and hosting companies too, who can
be ordered to stop linking to or offering services to Sci-Hub.
https://torrentfreak.com/us-court-grants-isps-and-search-engine-blockade-of-sci-hub-171106/.

———————————-

Open Data:

Religious Festivals Linked to Major Flu Outbreaks
Seasonal influenza kills between 250,000 and 500,000 people every year, according to the World Health Organization. That makes it one of the world’s major health hazards. Epidemiologists have spent significant resources studying flu and the way it spreads. And yet the processes that trigger flu epidemics are still not fully understood. The WHO collects figures showing the weekly rate of infection in most countries, providing a wealth of information for epidemiologists seeking to predict when outbreaks are likely and to plan
vaccination programs based on predictions about which strain poses the greatest risk. But much more can be gleaned from the data. Flu passes easily between individuals who come into contact, suggesting that mass gatherings should promote its spread. Religious festivals such as the Hajj and Hanukkah, which bring together millions of people, ought to play a significant role.
Today, Alice Chiu Qianying Lin and Daihai He, at Hong Kong Polytechnic University in China, say they have studied flu infection rates in a number of Middle Eastern countries and their link with religious festivals for the first time. And they say their results have important implications for the timing of vaccination programs.
Hanukkah is an eight-day Jewish festival celebrated in November or December. It is a significant holiday in Israel, where families come together to celebrate. The Hajj is an annual five-day festival in which millions of Islamic pilgrims travel to Mecca in Saudi Arabia. In 2016, some 1.8 million pilgrims made the journey. Chiu and co reason that these festivals should have a significant impact on flu infection rates. However, the effect of the Hajj is difficult to study because Saudi Arabia does not make flu infection data publicly
available. Instead, Chiu and co downloaded flu infection data between 2009 and 2017 from six countries that border Saudi Arabia: Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Oman, and Qatar. They also downloaded the rates for Israel over the same period.
The team then plotted the figures over time and compared the infection patterns with the timing of the festivals. “Our aim is to study the impacts of these religious festivals on the patterns of influenza,” they say. The results show a striking pattern. “In all study years but 2009, influenza A peaked after Hanukkah in Israel,” say the researchers. “Furthermore, the aggregated influenza A confirmations of the other six Middle East countries peaked after Hajj consistently each year.”
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/609309/religious-festivals-linked-to-major-flu-outbreaks/.

———————————-

Technology:

TSA Plans to Use Face Recognition to Track Americans Through Airports
The “PreCheck” program is billed as a convenient service to allow U.S. travelers to “speed through security” at airports. However, the latest proposal released by the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) reveals the Department of Homeland Security’s greater underlying plan to collect face images and iris scans on a nationwide scale. DHS’s programs will become a massive violation of privacy that could serve as a gateway to the collection of biometric data to identify and track every traveler at every airport and border
crossing in the country.
Currently TSA collects fingerprints as part of its application process for people who want to apply for PreCheck. So far, TSA hasn’t used those prints for anything besides the mandatory background check that’s part of the process. But this summer, TSA ran a pilot program at Atlanta’s Hartsfield-Jackson Airport and at Denver International Airport that used those prints and a contactless fingerprint reader to verify the identity of PreCheck-approved travelers at security checkpoints at both airports. Now TSA wants to roll out this
program to airports across the country and expand it to encompass face recognition, iris scans, and other biometrics as well.
TSA’’s PreCheck program has already expanded outside the airport context. The vendor for PreCheck, a company called Idemia (formerly MorphoTrust), now offers expedited entry for PreCheck-approved travelers at concerts and stadiums across the country. Idemia says it will equip stadiums with biometric-based technology, not just for security, but also “to assist in fan experience.” Adding face recognition would allow Idemia to track fans as they move throughout the stadium, just as another company, NEC, is already doing at a
professional soccer stadium in Medellin, Columbia and at an LPGA championship event in California earlier this year.
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/11/tsa-plans-use-face-recognition-track-americans-through-airports.
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Privacy:

Supreme Court to Decide Major Internet Privacy and Jurisdiction Case
We love the cloud. We store our documents there. Our e-mails travel through cloud or other third-party providers. Now the U.S. Supreme Court is poised to decide whether the physical location of both the communications or documents themselves, or the location or citizenship of the people who are communicating, is relevant in deciding whether the government (or others) can get access to the contents of the records. In other words, does place matter anymore in cyberspace?
The case arises out of a search warrant issued by New York federal prosecutors to compel Microsoft to produce the contents of e-mails relevant to an ongoing drug case. While the Redmond, Washington, company agreed to turn over the e-mails which were located on servers within the United States, they refused to produce records outside the United States (specifically in Dublin, Ireland) as being outside the jurisdictional limit of U.S. search warrants.
The parties agreed that, if Microsoft wanted to, it could type a few keys in Redmond and “call up” these documents from the Irish servers. But that’s not the point, Microsoft asserted: The records are in Dublin.
https://securityboulevard.com/2017/10/supreme-court-decide-major-internet-privacy-jurisdiction-case/.

The Chilling Surveillance and Wrongful Arrest of a Chinese-American Physics Professor
Most of the innocent people whose emails and phone calls the government spies on never find out. Not so for Professor Xiaoxing Xi, a Chinese-American physics professor at Temple University. One morning in May 2015, FBI agents showed up at Professor Xi’s house before dawn. They arrested him at gunpoint while his wife and daughters looked on, and went through the family’s home from top to bottom. The government charged Professor Xi with wire fraud, but in its court filings, it cast him as a spy for China who shared
sensitive technology.
Four agonizing months later, all charges were dropped. Government agents, he learned, had been secretly spying on his private communications, possibly for years, using tools designed for pursuing foreign agents. Yet the indictment that resulted from this investigation was simply wrong and, ultimately, appeared to be based on misrepresentations about scientific facts and technology.
The consequences of this spying — and the baseless prosecution that followed — were devastating for Professor Xi and his family. His academic reputation was shattered. Temple University forced him to take administrative leave and suspended him as interim chair of the Department of Physics. He could no longer access his lab or the students under his supervision, preventing him from working on state-of-the-art research projects.
https://www.aclu.org/blog/privacy-technology/surveillance-technologies/chilling-surveillance-and-wrongful-arrest-chinese.

———————————-

Social Media:

Feinstein Gives Fullest Picture Yet Of The Extent Of Russia’s Social Media Push
A Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on the social media portion of Russia’s 2016 election interference opened Tuesday with portentous statements from Sens. Lindsay Graham (R-SC), Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) and Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), the latter of whom rattled off some numbers that gave the fullest picture yet of the extent of the disinformation campaign.

 Share

 Share

Intersect Alert | SLA San Francisco Bay Area Chapter http://sanfrancisco.sla1.org/category/intersect/

25 of 33 3/11/19, 4:45 PM



“Facebook has identified 470 accounts tied to the Internet Research Agency,” Feinstein said, referring to a Russian troll farm. “Twitter has identified 2,752 IRA-related accounts and almost 37,000 Russian linked accounts that generated automated election content. From what we’ve seen so far, Russian backed trolls used fake accounts on Facebook for more than 3,000 paid advertisements.” Reports out Monday said Facebook would tell lawmakers that those advertisements reached approximately 126 million people.
The Twitter revelations, however, are far more significant: The platform appears to have identified not just the accounts run directly by Russian trolls working for the IRA (now the Federal News Agency, or FAN), but 37,000 automated accounts that generated information that would promote Russian interests in the American election.
http://talkingpointsmemo.com/livewire/senate-judiciary-hearing-extent-russia-social-media-campaign.

Fed up, two UC Berkeley students launch tool to spot Twitter bots
Two UC Berkeley undergraduate computer science students are doing what they say Twitter won’t: sorting out and tagging the angry propaganda bots designed to undermine, destabilize and inflame American political discourse. This week, the two 20-year-olds, Ash Bhat and Rohan Phadte, launched a Google Chrome browser extension that puts a button onto every Twitter profile and tweet. With a click on the Botcheck.me button, users can see if the account is run by a person or automated program, based on the pair’s own
machine-learning model.
Bhat told a reporter for Wired magazine, which profiled the pair, that “by making data available for other fellow Americans” their project is “pushing back” against Russian interference in the election. “The very existence of their project raises an important question: If two volunteer data science students who are barely out of their teens can figure out how to hang out Twitter’s bad-actor bots, why doesn’t Twitter do the same?,” writer Lauren Smiley asked in Wired.
http://news.berkeley.edu/story_jump/fed-up-two-uc-berkeley-students-launch-tool-to-spot-twitter-bots/.

———————————-

Government:

Trump Pick for White House Environmental Council Profited from Oil Drilling, Energy Industry Speaking Fees
Kathleen Hartnett White, President Trump’s nominee to head the White House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ), has recently made money from both leases on oil drilling and speaking fees at conferences sponsored by the fossil fuel industry. These new details come from Hartnett White’s financial disclosure, obtained by DeSmog. If her nomination is confirmed, Hartnett White will be charged with interagency coordination of science, energy, and environmental policy and with overseeing crucial environmental review
processes for new energy and infrastructure projects. The CEQ, a division of the Executive Office of the President, was established in 1969 as part of the landmark National Environmental Policy Act.
A longtime vocal climate change science denier, Hartnett White directs the Center for Energy and the Environment at the conservative think tank Texas Public Policy Foundation. The foundation’s funders include several major oil and gas companies and climate-denying organizations such as ExxonMobil, the Heartland Institute, and Koch Industries. Her writings online and elsewhere indicate she categorically denies the science of climate change, calling climatologists “warmists” and lambasting the “green media crusade.”
https://www.desmogblog.com/2017/10/31/trump-s-pick-white-house-environmental-council-profited-oil-drilling-energy-industry-speaking-fees.

The First FBI Crime Report Issued Under Trump Is Missing A Ton Of Info
Every year, the FBI releases a report that is considered the gold standard for tracking crime statistics in the United States: the Crime in the United States report, a collection of crime statistics gathered from over 18,000 law-enforcement agencies in cities around the country. But according to an analysis by FiveThirtyEight, the 2016 Crime in the United States report — the first released under President Trump’s administration — contains close to 70 percent fewer data tables than the 2015 version did, a removal that could affect
analysts’ understanding of crime trends in the country. The removal comes after consecutive years in which violent crime rose nationally, and it limits access to high-quality crime data that could help inform solutions.
Published under the auspices of the Uniform Crime Reporting Program, the Crime in the United States report contains national data on homicides, violent crimes, arrests, clearances and police employment that has been collected since the 1960s. The UCR’s report is an invaluable resource for researchers who track national crime trends and is a rich reference database for journalists and members of the general public who are interested in official crime statistics. Among the data missing from the 2016 report is information on arrests,
the circumstances of homicides (such as the relationships between victims and perpetrators), and the only national estimate of annual gang murders. Although the removal of the tables makes it more difficult to get information on one of the White House’s most prominent causes, it also seems like part of a trend in the Trump administration: the suppression of government data and an unwillingness to share information with the press and public.
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/the-first-fbi-crime-report-issued-under-trump-is-missing-a-ton-of-info/.

———————————-

Technology:

AI image recognition fooled by single pixel change
Computers can be fooled into thinking a picture of a taxi is a dog just by changing one pixel, suggests research. The limitations emerged from Japanese work on ways to fool widely used AI-based image recognition systems. Many other scientists are now creating “adversarial” example images to expose the fragility of certain types of recognition software.
There is no quick and easy way to fix image recognition systems to stop them being fooled in this way, warn experts.In their research, Su Jiawei and colleagues at Kyushu University made tiny changes to lots of pictures that were then analysed by widely used AI-based image recognition systems. All the systems they tested were based around a type of AI known as deep neural networks. Typically these systems learn by being trained with lots of different examples to give them a sense of how objects, like dogs and taxis, differ.
The researchers found that changing one pixel in about 74% of the test images made the neural nets wrongly label what they saw. Some errors were near misses, such as a cat being mistaken for a dog, but others, including labelling a stealth bomber a dog, were far wider of the mark.
http://www.bbc.com/news/technology-41845878.

———————————-

Public Policy:

USA Liberty Act Won’t Fix What’s Most Broken with NSA Internet Surveillance
A key legal linchpin for the National Security Agency’s vast Internet surveillance program is scheduled to disappear in under 90 days. Section 702 of FISA—enacted in 2008 with little public awareness about the scope and power of the NSA’s surveillance of the Internet—supposedly directs the NSA’s powerful surveillance apparatus toward legitimate foreign intelligence targets overseas. Instead, the surveillance has been turned back on us. Despite repeated inquiries from Congress, the NSA has yet to publicly disclose how many
Americans are impacted by this surveillance.
With the law’s sunset looming, Congress is taking up the issue. The USA Liberty Act, introduced by Representatives Goodlatte (R-Va.), John Conyers (D-Mich.), Jim Sensenbrenner (R-Wis.), and others, may offer a chance to address some of the worst abuses of NSA Internet surveillance even as it reauthorizes some components of the surveillance for another six years.
But the first draft of the bill falls short. The bill doesn’t effectively end the practice of “backdoor searching,” when government agents—including domestic law enforcement not working on issues of national security—search through the NSA-gathered communications of Americans without any form of warrant from a judge. It doesn’t institute adequate transparency and oversight measures, and it doesn’t deal with misuse of the state secrets privilege, which has been invoked to stave off lawsuits against mass surveillance. Perhaps
most importantly, the bill won’t curtail the NSA’s practices of collecting data on innocent people.
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/10/usa-liberty-act-wont-fix-whats-most-broken-nsa-internet-surveillance.

Transparency groups push OMB, DOJ to finalize ‘Release to One, Release to All’ FOIA policy
An initiative begun under President Barack Obama that would require FOIA releases to be made broadly available appears to be languishing without further attention under the Trump administration, so a group of transparency organizations is pushing for action. Led by Cause of Action Institute and the Sunlight Foundation, the group sent a letter and a request for rulemaking to Office of Management and Budget Director Mick Mulvaney and Department of Justice Office of Information Policy Director Melanie Ann Pustay asking
the agencies to finalize the “Release to One, Release to All” rule.
The road to this point began in July 2015 when, for the 49th anniversary of the Freedom of Information Act, the DOJ’s OIP launched a “proactive release” pilot program. During the six-month program, the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, the Millennium Challenge Corporation and the Environmental Protection Agency — as well as components or offices of the Departments of Defense, Homeland Security and Justice and the National Archives and Records Administration — experimented with a policy whereby
when information is made public to one person under FOIA, it is made public to everyone.
“It seemed like things were going along well,” CoA Institute counsel and senior policy advisor James Valvo told FedScoop. President Obama, signing the FOIA Improvement Act of 2016, set a deadline of Jan 1, 2017 for OMB to deliver further guidance on the issue. Then things just stopped.
https://www.fedscoop.com/transparency-groups-push-omb-doj-finalize-release-one-release-foia-policy/.

———————————-

Research:

Moving Backwards: Ten Years of Progress on Global Gender Parity Stalls in 2017
A decade of slow but steady progress on improving parity between the sexes came to a halt in 2017, with the global gender gap widening for the first time since the World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap Report was first published in 2006.
The findings in this year’s report show that, overall, 68% of the global gender gap has been closed. This is a slight deterioration on 2016 and 2015, when the gap was 68.3% and 68.1%, respectively. Behind the decline is a widening of the gender gap across all four of the report’s pillars: Educational Attainment, Health and Survival, Economic Opportunity and Political Empowerment. These latter two areas are of particular concern because they already carry the largest gaps and, until this year, were registering the fastest progress. At
the current rate of progress, the global gender gap will take 100 years to close, compared to 83 last year. The workplace gender gap will now not be closed for 217 years, the report estimates. But with various studies linking gender parity to better economic performance, a number of countries are bucking the dismal global trend: over one-half of all 144 countries measured this year have seen their score improve in the past 12 months.
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/10/ten-years-of-progress-on-global-gender-parity-stalls-in-2017.
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Archives

National Archives Releases JFK Assassination Records

“The National Archives released 2,891 records on Thursday related to the assassination of President John F. Kennedy that are subject to the President John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Collection Act of 1992 (JFK Act). These records are available for download online.”

“The President has also ordered that all remaining records governed by section 5 of the JFK Act be released, and thus additional records will be released subject to redactions recommended by the executive offices and agencies. NARA will process these records for release as soon as possible on a rolling basis.”

“Based on requests from executive offices and agencies the President has allowed the temporary withholding of certain information that would harm national security, law enforcement, or foreign affairs. The President also ordered agencies to re-review their proposed redactions and only redact information in the rarest of circumstances where its withholding ‘is made necessary by an identifiable harm to military defense, intelligence operations, law enforcement, or conduct of foreign relations; and the identifiable harm is of such
gravity that it outweighs the public interest in disclosure.’ These instructions will allow the National Archives to release as much information as possible by the end of the temporary certification period on April 26, 2018.”

https://aotus.blogs.archives.gov/2017/10/27/national-archives-releases-jfk-assassination-records/

———————————–

Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs)

200 Universities Just Launched 560 Free Online Course

“If you haven’t heard, universities around the world offering their courses online for free (or at-least partially free). These courses are collectively called as MOOCS or Massive Open Online Courses.”

“In the past six years or so, close to 800 universities have created more than 8,000 of these MOOCs. And I’ve been keeping track of these MOOCs the entire time over at Class Central, ever since they rose to prominence.”

“In the past three month alone, more than 200 universities have announced 560 such free online courses. I’ve compiled this list below and categorized the courses into the following subjects: Computer Science, Mathematics, Programming, Data Science, Humanities, Social Sciences, Education & Teaching, Health & Medicine, Business, Personal Development, Engineering, Art & Design, and finally Science.”

https://medium.freecodecamp.org/200-universities-just-launched-560-free-online-courses-heres-the-full-list-d9dd13600b04
———————————–

International Outlook

The Slippery Slope of Internet Censorship in Egypt

“Internet filtering in Egypt illustrates how censorship can be a slippery slope. After an extended period of open access to the Internet in Egypt lasting several years following the January 2011 revolution, the government dramatically increased its censorship of political content between December 2015 and September 2017. What started with the filtering of one regional news website in 2015 has led to the filtering of over 400 websites by October 2017. The blocked websites include local and regional news and human rights websites,
websites based in or affiliated with Qatar, and websites of Internet privacy and circumvention tools.”

“This bulletin examines how Egyptian Internet users have reacted to the pervasive blocking and describes their efforts to counter the censorship. These efforts center on disseminating banned content through platforms protected by encrypted HTTPS connections such as Facebook and Google Drive, which makes individual objectionable URLs challenging for the censors to block.”

https://thenetmonitor.org/bulletins/the-slippery-slope-of-internet-censorship-in-egypt

———————————–

Search

Google No Longer Lets You Change Domains to Search Different Countries

“You’ve long been able to get localized search results by visiting Google at different domains — like google.com for the US, google.co.uk for England, or google.co.jp for Japan — but that won’t be the case any more after today. Google said that it’ll now deliver search results relevant to your current location no matter which domain you visit. So if you’re in New York and visit google.ru, you’ll still get results relevant to New York City.”

“Fortunately, it’ll still be possible to escape your country’s results. You’ll be able to change locations, you’ll just have to do it through the settings menu at the bottom of google.com (which I’m willing to bet you’ve never noticed before because it’s hidden in the corner on the desktop and requires you to scroll down on mobile; I didn’t know it existed before today). By going to settings and then ‘search settings,’ you’ll be able to pick a new location.”

https://www.theverge.com/2017/10/27/16561848/google-search-always-local-results-ignores-domain

Google is Putting Its Massive Amount of Health and Disease Data to Use

“Consumers flock to Google to learn about health conditions like cancer, heart disease and diabetes. In recent years, the search engine has been looking for ways to put its growing volume of health data to use.”

“Google’s News Lab, which is designed to help journalists and researchers use Google tools for storytelling and understanding data, introduced a new tool this week specifically focused on health care and disease.”

“On the website — Searching for Health — the lab developed a series of visualizations to show how health-related internet searches map to the actual spread of disease. For example, Google shows that in geographic areas where searches for cancer, heart disease, stroke and depression are high, so are actual occurrences of those diseases.”

https://www.cnbc.com/2017/10/02/google-introduced-searching-for-health-site-to-track-disease-searches.html

———————————–

Copyright

Returning Authors’ Rights: The Authors Alliance/Creative Commons Termination of Transfer Tool

“Creators of all kinds routinely transfer rights to their works (by signing publication contracts that assign copyright to their publishers, for example). While many of these agreements last “for the life of copyright” (which under current United States law generally means seventy years after the author dies), the law takes into account that these terms can ultimately be unfair to authors and artists. This is where “termination of transfers” come in.”

“In the United States, authors can use the termination of transfers laws to regain the rights they have signed away. But because the law is complex, and because it requires that authors wait years or decades to take advantage of it, creators need to be patient, savvy, and persistent to exercise this right.”

“Many people use terminations because their works are tremendously successful, and they want to recapture rights to enjoy more of their work’s financial success.”

“Many others find that their works are no longer as available as they might wish. Their books might be out of print, or their songs might not be digitized or available online. For creators who want their works to be widely shared and enjoyed—who want to take advantage of a vibrant internet that might not have existed when they signed that contract all those years ago—terminations are a powerful option for getting their works back out in front of audiences.”

https://rightsback.org/

A Win for Music Listeners in Florida: No Performance Right in Pre-1972 Recordings

“Another court has ruled that the public still has the ability to play old music that almost everyone believed they lawfully had the ability to play. The Florida Supreme Court, following in the footsteps of New York State’s high court, ruled yesterday that its state law, which governs sound recordings made before 1972, doesn’t include a right to control public performances of sound recordings, including radio play. Both this decision and the reasoning behind it are good news for digital music companies and radio listeners.”

“This case stems from a broader debate about copyright in sound recordings. Although federal copyrights in sound recordings cover reproduction and distribution, they don’t include a general right to control public performances, except for “digital audio transmissions” like Internet and satellite radio. That’s why AM and FM radio stations, and businesses like restaurants that play music, have never had to pay record labels or recording artists, nor ask their permission. (Songwriters and music publishers do get paid for public
performances, typically through collecting societies ASCAP, BMI, and SESAC). But recordings made before February 15, 1972 aren’t covered by federal law at all. Instead, they fall under a patchwork of state laws and court decisions, most of them pre-Internet. The labels have tried for many decades to win a performance right, but so far neither Congress nor state legislatures have created one.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/10/win-music-listeners-florida-no-performance-right-pre-1972-recordings

What if You Had to Worry About a Lawsuit Every Time You Linked to an Image Online?

“A photographer and a photo agency are teaming up to restart a legal war against online linking in the United States.”

“When Internet users browse websites containing images, those images often are retrieved from third-parties, rather than the author of the website. Sometimes, unbeknownst to the website author, the linked image infringes someone else’s copyright.”

“For more than a decade, courts have held that the linker isn’t responsible for that infringement unless they do something else to encourage it, beyond linking. Liability rests with the entity that hosts it in the first place—not someone who simply links to it, probably has no idea that it’s infringing, and isn’t ultimately in control of what content the server will provide when a browser contacts it.”

“Justin Goldman, backed by Getty Images, wants to change that. They’ve accused online publications, including Breitbart, Time, and the Boston Globe, of copyright infringement for publishing articles that link to a photo of NFL star Tom Brady. Goldman took the photo, someone else tweeted it, and the news organizations embedded a link to the tweet in their coverage. Goldman and Getty say those stories infringe Goldman’s copyright.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/10/what-if-you-had-worry-about-lawsuit-every-time-you-linked-image-online

———————————–

Digital Collections

Library of Congress – The Rare Book and Special Collections Division

“The collections housed in The Rare Book and Special Collections Division amount to nearly 800,000 books, encompassing nearly all eras and subjects maintained in well over 100 separate collections. All of these collections offer scholarly documentation about the western and American traditions of life and learning. The Division’s collection of nearly 5,700 incunabula (fifteenth-century imprints) is the largest such grouping in the Western Hemisphere. Our Americana collections include more than 16,000 imprints from 1640 to
1800, including the Columbus letter of 1493.”

“The digitized selections offered here represent a few of the most interesting and important items in the collection, including a copy of the Gutenberg Bible, Thomas Jefferson’s copy of The Federalist, medieval manuscripts, books relating to cookery, children’s literature, and many more.”

“The Rare Book and Special Collections Division traces its beginnings to Thomas Jefferson’s wish to create a library for statesmen and for the people of the new nation. After the British burned the Capitol and its library in 1814, Jefferson offered to sell his book collection to Congress. Congress appropriated money for the purchase, and Jefferson’s collection served as the foundation for the new Library of Congress in 1815. Jefferson’s books–in several languages and covering a great variety of subjects–today form the nucleus of the
division. (Also see: The First Booklist of the Library of Congress: A Facsimile, Washington, DC, 1981.)”

https://www.loc.gov/collections/rare-book-selections/about-this-collection/

———————————–

Open Access

t’s Time for Congress to Pass an Open Access Law

“The public should be able to read and use the scientific research we paid for. That’s the simple premise of the Fair Access to Science and Technology Research Act, or FASTR (S. 1701, H.R. 3427). Despite broad bipartisan support on both sides of the aisle, FASTR has been stuck in Congressional gridlock for four years. As we celebrate Open Access week, please take a moment to urge your members of Congress to pass this common-sense law.”

“Under FASTR, every federal agency that spends more than $100 million on grants for research would be required to adopt an open access policy. The bill gives each agency flexibility to choose a policy suited to the work it funds, as long as research is available to the public after an embargo period. (The House bill sets the embargo at a year, while the Senate bill sets it at six months. EFF supports an embargo period of six months or shorter.)”

“Sen. Rand Paul recently incorporated the text of FASTR into his BASIC Research Act (S. 1973), a bill that would place several new requirements on government agencies that fund research, including adding a ‘taxpayer advocate’ to every federal panel that approves research grants. Sen. Paul’s bill is clearly driven by a skepticism toward what he sees as ‘silly research.’”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/10/its-time-congress-pass-open-access-law

———————————–

Privacy

Oakland Privacy and the Fight for Community Control

“Many groups in the Electronic Frontier Alliance work to ensure that their neighbors have the tools they need to maintain control of their information. Others devote their efforts to community organizing or advocacy, assuring that authorities respect the civil and privacy rights of people in their community. For over four years, Oakland Privacy has been a notable example of the latter.”

“Initially organizing as the Occupy Oakland Privacy Working Group, Oakland Privacy began meeting in July of 2013, with a mission to stop Oakland’s Domain Awareness Center (DAC). The DAC, first approved by the City of Oakland City Council as a port security monitoring system, was moving toward approval of a second phase by the Summer of 2013. Phase II would have expanded the DAC into a city-wide surveillance apparatus that would have combined feeds from cameras, microphones, and other electronic monitoring
assets throughout the city. Local authorities and their partners would have had an unprecedented ability to surveil the people of Oakland.”

“As one might expect, the proposal raised significant concerns for Oakland residents.”

“Oakland Privacy members recognized that a successful campaign would require a broad coalition of local partners and national civil rights advocates. Working with organizations such as Lighthouse Mosque, ONYX/Anti-Police Terror Project, Justice for Alan Blueford, and the Dan Siegel for Mayor Campaign, Oakland Privacy stopped the DAC’s expansion beyond the Port of Oakland.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/10/oakland-privacy-and-fight-community-control

———————————–
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Privacy

New Law bans California Employers from Asking Applicants Their Prior Salary

“California employers can no longer ask job applicants about their prior salary and — if applicants ask — must give them a pay range for the job they are seeking, under a new state law that takes effect Jan. 1.”

“AB168, signed Thursday by Gov. Jerry Brown, applies to all public- and private-sector California employers of any size.”

“The goal is to narrow the gender wage gap. If a woman is paid less than a man doing the same job and a new employer bases her pay on her prior salary, gender discrimination can be perpetuated, the bill’s backers say.”

http://www.sfgate.com/business/networth/article/New-law-bans-California-employers-from-asking-12274431.php

Expanding E-Verify is a Privacy Disaster in the Making
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“E-Verify is a massive federal data system used to verify the eligibility of job applicants to work in the United States. The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS), U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), and the U.S. Social Security Administration (SSA) administer E-Verify. Until now, the federal government has not required private employers to use E-Verify, and only a few states have required it. However, a proposed bill in Congress, the Legal Workforce Act (HR 3711), aims to make E-Verify use mandatory
nationwide despite all the very real privacy and accuracy issues associated with the data system.”

“EFF recently joined human rights and workers rights organizations from across the United States and sent a letter to Congress pointing out the flaws of E-Verify.”

“Instead of learning from the recent Equifax data breach that access to sensitive information creates an attractive target for data thieves, our elected representatives want to compel a massive increase in the use of yet another data system that can be breached. To use E-Verify, employers need to collect and transmit sensitive information, such as our social security and passport numbers.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/10/expanding-e-verify-privacy-disaster-making

———————————–

Search

Follow Related Research for Key Authors

“Scholar provides several ways to keep up with research in your area. You can set up keyword alerts, get recommendations related to your publications and follow your colleagues’ profiles.”

“Today, we are adding another approach to stay up to date in areas of your interest. Now, in addition to following articles by and citations to an author, you can follow research that is related to her work.”

“To follow related research for an author, simply go to her public profile, click ‘Follow’ and select ‘New articles related to this author’s research’. Scholar will automatically scan all new publications for articles related to her research and will send them to you as an email alert.”

https://scholar.googleblog.com/2017/10/follow-related-research-for-key-authors.html

———————————–

Copyright

Digital Rights Groups Demand Deletion of Unlawful Filtering Mandate From Proposed EU Copyright Law

“Today EFF and 56 other civil society organizations have sent an open letter [PDF] to European lawmakers outlining our grave concerns with Article 13 of the proposed new Directive on Copyright in the Digital Single Market, which would impose a new responsibility on Internet platforms to filter content that their users upload. The letter explains:”

“Article 13 introduces new obligations on internet service providers that share and store user-generated content, such as video or photo-sharing platforms or even creative writing websites, including obligations to filter uploads to their services. Article 13 appears to provoke such legal uncertainty that online services will have no other option than to monitor, filter and block EU citizens’ communications if they are to have any chance of staying in business. …”

“Article 13 would force these companies to actively monitor their users’ content, which contradicts the “no general obligation to monitor” rules in the Electronic Commerce Directive. The requirement to install a system for filtering electronic communications has twice been rejected by the Court of Justice, in the cases Scarlet Extended (C 70/10) and Netlog/Sabam (C 360/10). Therefore, a legislative provision that requires internet companies to install a filtering system would almost certainly be rejected by the Court of Justice
because it would contravene the requirement that a fair balance be struck between the right to intellectual property on the one hand, and the freedom to conduct business and the right to freedom of expression, such as to receive or impart information, on the other.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/10/digital-rights-groups-demand-deletion-unlawful-filtering-mandate-proposed-eu

———————————–

Information Professionals

The Job Outlook: In 2030, Librarians Will Be in Demand | Editorial

“A fascinating new report takes a fresh look at what the workforce is going to look like in the future and which skills will be highly sought after. According to ‘The Future of Skills: Employment in 2030’, there will be an increased call for librarians, curators, and archivists, among other occupations.”

“That’s just the start of the finds in this exploration of where humans will fit in the future, complementing rather than being completely supplanted by automation. The report—released on September 28 by Pearson, Nesta, and Oxford University—asks how work will be impacted by the intersection of seven “megatrends.” Change driven by new technology, including the rise of automation, is right up top. The others are globalization, demographic change, environmental sustainability, urbanization, rising inequality, and political
uncertainty.”

“The report considers globalization but focuses solely on the impact on the UK and the United States. ‘In the U.S., there is particularly strong emphasis on interpersonal skills. These skills include teaching, social perceptiveness, service orientation, and persuasion,’ it notes. The ‘findings also confirm the importance of higher-order cognitive skills such as complex problem solving, originality, fluency of ideas, and active learning.’”

http://lj.libraryjournal.com/2017/10/opinion/editorial/job-outlook-2030-librarians-will-demand-editorial/#_

Placements & Salaries 2017: 2017 Salaries

“The average full-time salary for employed 2016 graduates is $51,798, up 7.45% over 2015. The average hourly wage was $19, which translates to an annual salary of almost $40,000.”

“Regional average salaries were highest in the Pacific and lowest in the Southeast, with a differential of over $21,000. The range in average salaries for the other six regions shrinks to only $7,000 when the Pacific is excluded. This salary analysis does not consider the effects of regional differences in cost of living and real income.”

“On average, salaries earned by 2016 graduates vary markedly by the type of organization and tend to be highest in nontraditional settings. The average salary was highest in private industry (over $73,000), 64% higher than the average earnings of graduates working in public libraries (just under $45,000). Average annual salaries topped $50,000 in not-for-profit agencies, government libraries, and school libraries. Salaries for special libraries ($48,000), academic libraries (almost $47,000), and archives/special collections (almost
$46,000), were similar.”

http://lj.libraryjournal.com/2017/10/placements-and-salaries/2017-survey/2017-salaries/

———————————–

Open-Access

German Researchers Resign from Elsevier Journals in Push for Nationwide Open Access

“Five leading German scientists have resigned from their editorial positions at journals published by Elsevier, the latest step in a battle over open-access and subscription policies between the Dutch publishing giant and a consortium of German libraries, universities, and research institutes.”

“The researchers want Elsevier to accept a new payment model that would make all papers authored by Germany-based researchers open access. The five are only the first of many ready to step down, warn leaders of the consortium, called Projekt DEAL.”

“Instead of having individual libraries pay subscriptions for individual journals, Projekt DEAL wants to set up nationwide ‘publish and read’ agreements with publishers. DEAL would pay publishers a lump sum to cover publication costs of papers authored by researchers in Germany. Then all such papers would be open access, and DEAL members would receive electronic access to all the publisher’s journals.”

http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2017/10/german-researchers-resign-elsevier-journals-push-nationwide-open-access

———————————–

Freedom of Information

Times Fights to See Trump Transition Team’s Log of Visitors

“MANHATTAN (CN) – Clamoring to learn who met with the Trump-Pence Transition Team in their Washington offices ahead of Inauguration Day, The New York Times brought a federal complaint to access U.S. Secret Service’s visitors log.”

“Though the Times says the logs are public documents subject to the Freedom of Information Act, the Secret Service shot the request down under the Presidential Records Act, putting the logs under the exclusive legal custody and control of the White House.”

“In-house attorney David McCraw filed the 5-page complaint for the Times and reporter Nicholas Confessore late Monday.”

“Donald Trump was still one day shy of his inauguration as the 45th president of the United States on Jan. 19, 2017, when the Times brought its FOIA request to the Secret Service.”

https://www.courthousenews.com/times-fights-see-trump-transition-teams-log-visitors/

———————————–
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Podcast

Dangers of Public Wi-Fi

“Free wi-fi is widely available and tempting to use, especially when traveling. Hotels, airports, coffee shops, even NYC subway stations provide it.”

“But the dangers of public wi-fi are many-fold. Not only are they hunting grounds for hackers, but a new report from security firm FireEye claims a Russian hacker group known as APT28, or Fancy Bear, used hotel Wi-Fi networks to spy on high-value guests.”

“While use of Virtual Private Networks (VPNs) can safeguard against unsafe wi-fi networks, recent bans of VPNs by Russia and China further complicate matters.”

http://www.legalcurrent.com/dangers-of-public-wi-fi/

————————

Copyright

Copyright Isn’t a Tool for Removing Negative Reviews

“At EFF, we see endless attempts to misuse copyright law in order to silence content that a person dislikes. Copyright law is sadly less protective of speech than other speech regulations like defamation, so plaintiffs are motivated to find ways to turn many kinds of disputes into issues of copyright law. Yesterday, a federal appeals court rejected one such ploy: an attempt to use copyright to get rid of a negative review.”

“The website Ripoff Report hosts criticism of a variety of professionals and companies, who doubtless would prefer that those critiques not exist. In order to protect platforms for speech like Ripoff Report, federal law sets a very high bar for private litigants to collect damages or obtain censorship orders against them. The gaping exception to this protection is intellectual property claims, including copyright, for which a lesser protection applies.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/10/copyright-isnt-tool-removing-negative-reviews-1

A Lawyer Explains Who Really Owns Your Tattoos

“When you get a tattoo, you probably presume that it’s yours. After all, the design’s inked on your skin, and you paid an artist to put it there. However, the truth is that no matter how personal a body modification may be, tattoo ownership is pretty murky.”

“Tattoo copyright law entered popular consciousness in 2016 thanks to pending litigation against the makers of NBA 2K, a basketball video game series featuring the digital likenesses of LeBron James and other popular players. The lawsuit alleges that Take Two Interactive Software is infringing on the copyrighted work of tattoo artists, because the game depicts James as he appears in real life, ink and all. The questions at stake are: At what point does a tattoo artist relinquish their right to a design? If a person with visible ink stars
in a movie or TV show and makes money off the project, should they pay royalties to the artist? And is a tattoo part of someone’s identity, inseparable from their persona once it’s committed to skin?”

https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/yw37g7/a-lawyer-explains-who-really-owns-your-tattoos

————————

Open Data

Enigma Public

“Data released by federal departments, state agencies and the like can reveal trends or anomalies that are in the public’s interest for data journalists to cover. From housing and pricing to hiring and the environment, public data can be critical to piecing together a story. Yet, as valuable as it is, public data can be equally as difficult to track down. While some cities and states have moved forward with open data portals, many critical datasets are still only accessible by way of a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request — a practice
in patience, often involving check writing and weeks of waiting for a CD to arrive via snail mail. As most journalists working on a time sensitive piece would agree, this process is, well, less than ideal.”

“Enigma, an operational data management and intelligence company, believes that accessing this information shouldn’t be such a challenge. This summer, they launched Enigma Public, a community platform to help connect you to public data. Best of all? The tool is free to use for journalists and for all non-commercial purposes.”

http://datadrivenjournalism.net/resources/enigma_public

————————

Search

Google Directs Users to Library Ebooks from OverDrive

“OverDrive is enabling Google to display library ebooks prominently in open web search results. Announced in a tweet last month by Google, and reported by media outlets including Slate, Fortune.com, and TheVerge, the new feature displays a “Borrow ebook” option highlighting the searched for title and linking to libraries within a user’s geolocated range.”

“On desktops, the feature appears within the Google Knowledge Graph display, below options to purchase an ebook through online retailers such as the Google Play store, Barnes & Noble, or Kobo.”

“On mobile devices, the borrow link appears as a more prominent option within the Graph display for some titles—adjacent to “overview” and “reviews” options. For others, such as recent bestsellers, the library option is placed below online retailers where users can purchase the ebook.”

http://lj.libraryjournal.com/2017/10/technology/ebooks/google-directs-users-library-ebooks-overdrive/#_

————————

Special Collections

Brewchive Chronicles Southern CA’s Craft Beer History

“San Diego and its surrounding environs are considered one of the birthplaces of America’s craft brewing renaissance. Now, the library of nearby California State University San Marcos (CSUSM) is helping to make sure the records of that origin story have a proper home in a new special collection—the Brewchive. (The online repository can be found here.)”

“This is a collection that documents an important part of our region’s economic development and tourism industry,” said Jennifer Fabbi, dean of the University Library at CSUSM.”

http://lj.libraryjournal.com/2017/10/academic-libraries/brewchive-chronicles-southern-cas-craft-beer-history/

————————
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Copyright

Publishers Seek Removal of Millions of Papers from ResearchGate

“Leading publishers are stepping up their fight against ResearchGate by ordering the academic social network to take down papers that they say infringe copyright.”

“The move could see millions of articles removed from the site, as the publishers say up to 40 per cent of papers on ResearchGate are copyrighted.”

“James Milne, a spokesman for the group of five academic publishers, which includes Elsevier, Wiley and Brill, said that the first batch of take-down notices would be sent ‘imminently’.”

“’We’re not doing this in any way against the researchers, we’re doing this against ResearchGate,’ he told Times Higher Education. The site was ‘clearly hosting and happily uploading material that they know they don’t have the licence or copyrights’ to, and was ‘refusing to work with us to solve that problem’, he added.”

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/publishers-seek-removal-millions-papers-researchgate#survey-answer

————————————————

Mobile Security

iOS 11’s Misleading “Off-ish” Setting for Bluetooth and Wi-Fi is Bad for User Security

“Turning off your Bluetooth and Wi-Fi radios when you’re not using them is good security practice (not to mention good for your battery usage). When you consider Bluetooth’s known vulnerabilities, it’s especially important to make sure your Bluetooth and Wi-Fi settings are doing what you want them to. The iPhone’s newest operating system, however, makes it harder for users to control these settings.”

“On an iPhone, users might instinctively swipe up to open Control Center and toggle Wi-Fi and Bluetooth off from the quick settings. Each icon switches from blue to gray, leading a user to reasonably believe they have been turned off—in other words, fully disabled. In iOS 10, that was true. However, in iOS 11, the same setting change no longer actually turns Wi-Fi or Bluetooth ‘off.’”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/10/ios-11s-misleading-ish-setting-bluetooth-and-wi-fi-bad-user-security

————————————————

Privacy

LinkNYC Improves Privacy Policy, Yet Problems Remain

“Since first appearing on the streets of New York City in 2016, LinkNYC’s free public Wi-Fi kiosks have prompted controversy. The initial version of the kiosks’ privacy policy was particularly invasive: it allowed for LinkNYC to store personal browser history, time spent on a particular website, and lacked clarity about how LinkNYC would handle government demands for user data, among others issues. While CityBridge, the private consortium administering the network, has thankfully incorporated welcome changes to its use
policy, several problems unfortunately remain.”

“The LinkNYC system, announced by the Mayor’s office in November 2014 after inviting competitive bids from private industry, includes over 1,000 public kiosks spread across all five boroughs of New York City. Each kiosk offers free high-speed wifi, phone calls, a charging station for mobile devices, and a built-in tablet capable of accessing various city services, such as emergency services, maps, and directions. Funded by advertisers who pay for time on the two 55 displays on either side of each kiosk, the system requires no
payment from users or taxpayers.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/09/linknyc-improves-privacy-policy-yet-problems-remain

DHS Should Stop the Social Media Surveillance of Immigrants

“The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) last month issued a notice that it is storing social media information on immigrants, including lawful permanent residents and naturalized U.S. citizens, apparently indefinitely, in a government database that contains “Alien Files” (A-Files). This is an invasive new feature of DHS’s previously known programs on collecting social media information. DHS’s collection and storage of this sensitive information will chill and deter the free speech and association of immigrants to the
United States, as well as the U.S. persons who communicate with them.”

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/10/dhs-should-stop-social-media-surveillance-immigrants

————————————————

Publishing

A Dangerous Withdrawal

“’The Case for Colonialism’ has been revoked — not over claims of shoddy scholarship or publication irregularities but rather threats to the journal editor. Some call it a disturbing precedent that could make academics less safe.”

“Bruce Gilley’s eyebrow-raising essay in favor of colonialism has been scrubbed from the scholarly record, but not for any of the reasons cited by its critics. (Among them: that it was historically inaccurate, that it ignored the vast literature on colonialism and colonial-era atrocities, that it was rejected by three peer reviewers, and that Gilley himself requested it be pulled.)”

“Rather, the article has been withdrawn because the editor of Third World Quarterly, the journal in which it appeared, has received credible threats of violence. That’s according to a note posted online by journal’s publisher, Taylor & Francis.”

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/10/09/pro-colonialism-article-has-been-withdrawn-over-threats-journal-editor
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————————————————

Librarians

The Radical Reference Librarians Who Use Info to Challenge Authority

“From August 29 through September 2, 2004, a series of protests erupted in New York in response to the 2004 Republican National Convention and the nomination of George W. Bush for the impending election. Nearly 1,800 protesters were arrested during the convention, and later filed a civil rights suit, citing violation of their constitutional rights.”

“During the protests, a steady team provided support to anyone who needed information amid the confusion: a modest group of socially conscious librarians from around the United States, armed with folders of facts ranging from legal rights in dealing with police to the locations of open bathrooms.”

“’We wanted to operate as if we were bringing a reference desk to the streets,’ explains Lia Friedman, Director of Learning Services at University of California San Diego, who was at one of the protest marches in 2004. At the time, fewer people had smartphones, making this service both new and important. When someone asked a question that wasn’t included in their traveling reference desk folders, other librarians waiting at their home computers were poised to research and deliver information by phone.”

http://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/radical-reference-collective

————————————————

Government Information

Classifying Changes to Public Access to Information on US Government Websites

“What did this government website look like yesterday? A month ago? A year ago? Why does this URL redirect? When did this link stop working? These are questions we rarely ask when browsing the Web, but the answers can be important, especially as we seek to hold the United States government accountable for what information is made available on federal websites, how agencies choose to present that information, and what alterations to content and access are made.”

“Even when you do decide to ask these questions, the tools to clearly understand changes to Web content and websites can be difficult for the public to use – and the language to describe the technical aspects of these changes is often not well defined.”

“There has been ongoing confusion in the media about the nature of the many changes to federal websites and removals of information that have occurred since the beginning of the Trump administration.”

https://sunlightfoundation.com/2017/10/04/classifying-changes-to-public-access-to-information-on-us-government-websites/
————————————————
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Social Media:

Big Tech’s latest headache: An unwanted role in politics
Tech companies cannot be held responsible for what people post online — that’s the argument deployed by the likes of Facebook, Twitter and Google whenever their services are used to promote terrorist propaganda, hate speech or other digital misinformation.

That’s no longer going to fly.

Regulators from Brussels and Berlin to Washington and elsewhere are now pushing for tech companies to take greater ownership of the reams of content posted on their digital platforms.
http://www.politico.eu/article/big-tech-headache-an-unwanted-role-in-politics/.

Twitter in the news – terms of service – tweet length increases to 280 characters – role in Russian election interference
Columbia Journalism Review – “This week, following an incendiary tweet by President Trump toward North Korea, Twitter is making an update to its terms of service. The social media company will now consider newsworthiness alongside its other criteria in determining whether to allow speech on its platform…By deciding what is newsworthy, Twitter will effectively be making editorial decisions, moving its platform even further into the role of a media company. A recent release from Pew shows that two thirds of Americans
get at least some news from social media. And the proportion of Twitter users who get news from Twitter is now 75 percent, up 15 percentage points from last year. By comparison, 68 percent of Facebook users get news there…”

See also Business Insider – Twitter is doubling the length of tweets to 280 characters for some people and Trump isn’t in the test group for the double-length 280-character tweets.
https://www.publicknowledge.org/news-blog/blogs/the-right-response-to-equifax.

———————————-

 

Publishing:

Google drops “first click free,” loathed by many publishers
Google will try to help newspapers and other publishers boost subscriptions by ending a decade-old policy that required them to provide a limited amount of free content before people were asked to pay for it.

The “first click free” policy at the world’s biggest search engine was loathed by publishers because while the stories, videos and images appearing on Google have been free for its users, it is expensive to produce.

Publishers had been required to provide at least three free items under the search engine’s previous policy.
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/10/02/google-drops-first-click-free-loathed-by-many-publishers/.

———————————-

 

Government Information:

Census Bureau Releases Statistics of U.S. Businesses
The U.S. Census Bureau released the 2015 Statistics of U.S. Businesses data tables by establishment industry. This release includes single-year estimates of the number of firms, number of establishments, employment and annual payroll. Data are presented by state, industry and enterprise employment size.
https://www.bespacific.com/census-bureau-releases-statistics-of-u-s-businesses/.

After 20 years, House hearing focuses on depository libraries
On September 26, Congress’ Committee on House Administration held a hearing to discuss the Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP) – the first such hearing in 20 years.
The hearing was part of the committee’s initiative to examine Title 44 of the U.S. Code, which is the basis for the FDLP and the Government Publishing Office (GPO). While much of the law has not been substantially changed since 1962, today’s meeting is further evidence of growing momentum in Congress to develop legislation that will bolster the FDLP and help libraries connect Americans to their government.

The committee heard today from four librarians, testifying as individual experts rather than for their institutions, about their ideas for strengthening the program to improve the public’s access to government information. In addition, Laurie Hall, GPO’s acting Superintendent of Documents (and a librarian!), testified about the office’s oversight of the program.
http://www.districtdispatch.org/2017/09/20-years-house-hearing-focuses-depository-libraries/.

Hearing on Title 44 and FDLP libraries now available for viewing
For all you documents nerds out there, the Committee on House Administration’s hearing on GPO and the FDLP is now available for your viewing pleasure. All of the witnesses’ written testimonies are now also available from the Committee’s repository. I’m glad that the FDLP community was able to represent. Enjoy!
https://freegovinfo.info/node/12358.

———————————-

Librarians:

‘Racist propaganda’: Librarian rejects Melania Trump’s gift of Dr. Seuss books
The first lady, who is increasingly carving out a public profile for herself, chose the classic children’s book and nine other Dr. Seuss titles to send to an elementary school in Cambridge, Mass., in celebration of “National Read a Book Day.”

But a librarian at Cambridgeport School refused to accept the gift, criticizing Trump administration education policies and images in the books.

Seuss’s illustrations are “steeped in racist propaganda, caricatures, and harmful stereotypes,” librarian Liz Phipps Soeiro wrote in a letter to Trump on Tuesday.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/education/wp/2017/09/28/racist-propaganda-librarian-rejects-melania-trumps-gift-of-dr-seuss-books/?utm_term=.2c692b0d75dc.

———————————-

 

Copyright:

Libraries again oppose unneeded, risky Section 108 update
As reported last month, ALA and the other members of the Library Copyright Alliance (LCA) have been scrutinizing the Copyright Office’s extensive new analysis of and recommendations for statutory changes to Section 108 of the Copyright Act. Section 108 (a.k.a. “the library exception”) allows libraries to make copies for preservation and other purposes, including interlibrary loan. The report was released on September 15.
http://www.districtdispatch.org/2017/09/libraries-oppose-unneeded-risky-section-108-update/.

———————————-

 

Internet Access:

Public Knowledge Urges Senate to Reject FCC Chairman Pai’s Renomination
Today, the U.S. Senate plans to vote on Federal Communications Commission Chairman Ajit Pai’s nomination to remain at the agency. Chairman Pai’s term expired in June 2016. Public Knowledge contends that Chairman Pai should not be confirmed due to his failure to protect consumers and promote competition.
The list of protections rolled back by Chairman Pai are long. He supported a highly unpopular repeal of broadband privacy rules. He blocked companies from participating in the Lifeline program to give subsidies to their low-income broadband and phone customers without evidence of fraud. He ignored Congressional mandate by closing the proceeding to promote cable set-top box competition, which would have lowered cable costs for consumers.
https://www.publicknowledge.org/press-release/public-knowledge-urges-senate-to-reject-fcc-chairman-pais-renomination#When:18:00:00Z.

Share this:

Posted in Intersect AlertComments Off

Intersect Alert September 26, 2017
Posted on September 26, 2017. Tags: freedom of information, government, intellectual property, librarians, publishing, transparency

Librarians:

Keepers of the Secrets
I was told that the most interesting man in the world works in the archives division of the New York Public Library, and so I went there, one morning this summer, to meet him. My guide, who said it took her a year to learn how to get around the Schwarzman Building on 42nd Street, led us to an elevator off Astor Hall, up past the McGraw Rotunda, through a little door at the back of the Rose Main Reading Room. Our destination was Room 328.
https://www.villagevoice.com/2017/09/20/keepers-of-the-secrets/.

———————————-

 

Freedom of Information:

My Journey to the Heart of the FOIA Request
Every presidential administration dating back to Lyndon Johnson has tried to subvert or evade the spirit and letter of FOIA in some way or another, but the act poses a unique threat to the Trump administration. In the past two years especially, Donald Trump and his associates have closely guarded potentially damning information about Trump’s taxes, businesses, and dealings with Russia. In the short term, at least, FOIA responses are unlikely to reveal any salacious details about the commander in chief. Under the Presidential
Records Act, documents from Trump’s office won’t be subject to open-records requests until at least five years after he leaves the White House.
https://longreads.com/2017/09/20/my-journey-to-the-heart-of-the-foia-request/.

———————————-

 

Publishing:

Authorship for sale: Some journals willing to add authors to papers they didn’t write
Got $300? Then you can be added as an author to a paper — even if you had no role in the research.
That’s right — some journals are willing to add authors to papers they didn’t write, often for a fee. This realization comes from one of the many sting experiments we’ve witnessed over the years, designed to expose the perils of the publishing industry, in which some journals will claim to peer review and publish any manuscript for a fee — no matter how nonsensical the content. Pravin Bolshete, a medical writer and researcher from India, wanted to explore a different side of predatory publishing — would journals agree to add a
fictional author to a manuscript he/she didn’t write?
http://retractionwatch.com/2017/09/13/authorship-sale-journals-willing-add-authors-papers-didnt-write/.

———————————-

 

Government Information:

Dear Congress, here’s how to ensure public access to government information
On Sept. 15, ALA President Jim Neal sent the committee a letter highlighting the vital role of libraries and the FDLP in providing equitable and long-term access to a wealth of information resources created by the federal government… In order to ensure the public’s continued access to government information, ALA has made specific and detailed recommendations to Congress.
http://www.districtdispatch.org/2017/09/dear-congress-heres-ensure-public-access-government-information/.

———————————-

 

Copyright:

The Fight Over DRM Standards for Streaming Video Is Over and Big Business Won
A fight over the future of video streaming has been brewing for years—and it finally came to a head today, with a major electronic privacy organization bowing out of the consortium that sets standards for the web.
The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) resigned from the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) today over the W3C’s freshly-released recommendations on protecting copyright in streaming video. W3C, which is directed by the inventor of the internet Tim Berners-Lee, should be a natural ally of the EFF—but the fight over protecting security researchers who uncover vulnerabilities in video streaming has driven a wedge between the two organizations.
“The whole problem that we have here is this is a super technical, relatively boring, unbelievably important issue. That’s such a horrific toxic cocktail,” Cory Doctorow, the EFF’s advisory committee representative to W3C, told Gizmodo. “The W3C is using its patent pool and moral authority to create a system that’s not about empowering users but controlling users.”
https://gizmodo.com/the-fight-over-drm-standards-for-streaming-video-is-ove-1818520581.

———————————-

 

Transparency:

Your favorite companies may be political black boxes
You book a hotel on Expedia.com. You buy a Garmin to navigate highways. Finally, you stream Netflix movies to keep the kids occupied on the trip. Just know you’re patronizing companies that volunteer virtually nothing about their political practices and spending, according to a new study on corporate political disclosure and accountability by the nonpartisan Center for Political Accountability and the Zicklin Center for Business Ethics Research at the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School. Scores are calculated based on
24 indicators that range from whether a company publicly discloses corporate contributions to political committees and organizations — including politically active nonprofit organizations that don’t themselves disclose their donors — to whether it posts a detailed report of its corporate political spending on its website. The study also awards points to companies that have established clear political spending and disclosure policies.
https://www.publicintegrity.org/2017/09/26/21193/your-favorite-companies-may-be-political-black-boxes.
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Libraries:

House approves full IMLS, LSTA and IAL funding for FY 2018
Today, the full House of Representatives voted as part of a large spending package (H.R. 3354) not to make any cuts in federal funding for the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), including all funding for its programs under the Library Services and Technology Act, and for the Department of Education’s Innovative Approaches to Literacy program. Notably, the package also increased funding for the National Library of Medicine by $6 million.
http://www.districtdispatch.org/2017/09/house-approves-funding-fy-2018/.

Information literacy lost: Most CPS schools no longer have librarians
Sttudents in three out of four Chicago Public Schools won’t have access to a librarian this fall — one result of years of budget cuts. The district has budgeted for fewer than a third as many librarians in 2017-18 as it did in 2012, when nearly every school library was staffed.

The district budgeted for about 454 librarians in 2013, but only 139 for the 2017-18 school year, according to CPS data.
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-cps-librarian-cuts-met-20170902-story.html.

Libraries from Puerto Rico to Florida Respond to Hurricane Irma
In addition to helping residents connect to relatives, insurers, and FEMA, said director Kelvin Watson, the library would be providing story times, simple crafts, and community puzzles and games, as well as showing movies. One branch put up an “Irma Tree,” designating space on the wall where customers and staff can share their Irma experiences on Post-it notes. The library is also providing operating space for the county’s Emergency Management Agency and its Cultural Division.
http://lj.libraryjournal.com/2017/09/academic-libraries/libraries-puerto-rico-florida-respond-hurricane-irma/.

———————————-

 

Internet Access:

How The FCC is Using Legal Gymnastics to Excuse Itself From Getting Americans Internet Access
The FCC is currently in the process of redefining much of rural and low-income America in reverse when it comes to internet access. There is still time to tell them that’s a bad idea. In fact, just recently, the FCC listened to calls from stakeholders, as well as 12 members of the U.S. Senate, to extend the time allotted for people to weigh in. (That’s your hint to do so, here!)
https://www.publicknowledge.org/news-blog/blogs/how-the-fcc-is-using-legal-gymnastics-to-excuse-itself-from-getting-americans-internet-access#When:19:30:00Z.

———————————-

 

Publishing:

German universities looking to pursue alternatives to Elsevier journal access
German universities have coped “easily” when cut off from Elsevier journals and do not need to rely on pirate article-sharing sites such as Sci-Hub, according to a negotiator from Germany’s biggest network of research centres… A consortium of all German research organisations is locked in hostile and so far unsuccessful contract negotiations with Elsevier, demanding full open access for German-authored papers and a model in which they pay per article published, not a flat journal subscription fee. Part of their strategy is to
demonstrate that German academics can operate without Elsevier subscriptions, and an increasing number of institutions have said they will not renew their contracts at the end of the year.
https://www.bespacific.com/german-universities-looking-to-pursue-alternatives-to-elsevier-journal-access/.

Politicians Write Lots Of Books. Here’s How Far Into Them People Read.
Hillary Clinton’s new book, “What Happened,” comes out Tuesday and features her reflections on the 2016 election… Political books written around a presidential election are usually a mixture of ghostwritten policy proposals slammed together with a series of mediocre pseudo-biographical stories that often backfire on a contender mid-race.These paperweights are defined by long subtitles and the struggle of making a politician a likable protagonist.

But people still read them. Well, sort of. I was curious how far readers typically make it through these books.
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https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/politicians-write-lots-of-books-heres-how-far-into-them-people-read/.

———————————-

 

Free Speech:

Study Looks At How People Think About Free Speech
Some new research says that many people use free speech arguments only when convenient, and as a cover for their own feelings. Free speech debates are unfolding on college campuses all over the country. That’s after students at many schools have turned away controversial speakers and after Charlottesville, where white nationalists clashed with counter-protesters. Psychological research suggests that free speech arguments aren’t always what they might seem, though.
http://www.npr.org/2017/09/08/549373754/study-looks-at-how-people-think-about-free-speech.

———————————-

 

Privacy:

Privacy Protections Won’t Make You More Vulnerable To Being Hacked
Californians are very close to getting privacy protections for their web browsing history. But a dangerous new ad campaign is using misinformation to trick internet users into opposing a bill that would give them more control over their personal information. An anonymous advertiser is telling Californians that they will be more vulnerable to hacking or data breach if the legislature passes broadband privacy protections. These claims are not just false – they shamefully exploit internet users’ understandable fears about data security.
https://cdt.org/blog/privacy-protections-wont-make-you-more-vulnerable-to-being-hacked/.

The Right Response to Equifax
We can pass national data breach legislation. A national standard would not have prevented the Equifax breach, but it would clarify for consumers and companies the types of information subject to protection and the penalties for failing to do so. While respecting the valuable role of the states, we clearly need a basic federal standard to ensure that all Americans can expect adequate data protection allowing companies to better deploy security and training so that the next breach is less damaging for consumers.
https://www.publicknowledge.org/news-blog/blogs/the-right-response-to-equifax.

There are hundreds of companies besides Equifax tracking what you do
There are consumer-reporting companies that track truckers, small business owners and payments of child support obligations. People who have payday loans are being tracked; those who buy furniture from a rent-to-own store are being tracked, too.

Unfortunately, many consumers are completely unaware. They don’t know who the companies are, what they track or that they even exist. Consumer advocates say that at the very least, companies should have to disclose the information they’re collecting.
http://nbr.com/2017/09/14/there-are-hundreds-of-companies-besides-equifax-tracking-what-you-do/.
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Take Action:

Regulations.gov: Make a difference. Submit your comments and let your voice be heard.
Regulations.gov includes Proposed Rules and Rules, as well as Notices from the Federal Register. How about taking a few minutes to comment on some policy-making? Do you have an opinion on any of the following?:

National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Manufacture of Amino/Phenolic Resins
Control Techniques Guidelines for the Oil and Natural Gas Industry
Benefit-Risk Assessments in Drug Regulatory Decision-Making
Endangered and Threatened Species: Final Determination on Proposed Endangered Status for Texas Hornshell (Popenaias popeii)
Requests for Information: Reducing Unnecessary Regulatory Burden

Take action at https://www.regulations.gov/.

———————————-

Internet Access:

Internet companies can legally shut out alt-right
Daniel Lyons for AEIdeas: For the past six months, the alt-right has stepped out of the shadowy nether regions of the Internet and begun to shape national discourse. Its emergence has become an inflection point for tech policy, as Silicon Valley has slowly come to terms with its role in incubating the movement. Following the violence in Charlottesville, Va., Google, GoDaddy, and several other tech companies cut ties with the Daily Stormer, a neo-Nazi website. Earlier this year, YouTube announced that “hateful” videos would
be ineligible for advertising revenue, following a revolt by advertisers that did not want their brands associated with hate speech. And Twitter has been irregularly banning alt-right accounts for nearly a year in an effort to clean up its corner of cyberspace.
Absent some contractual provision to the contrary, companies should not be compelled to carry speech with which they disagree. In fact, you might argue that a law forcing Facebook or Twitter to carry content against its will violates the company’s own First Amendment rights — and you would generally be correct. In Miami Herald Publishing Co. v. Tornillo, the Supreme Court explained that such laws interfere with the publisher’s right of editorial control. Similar concerns led to the repeal of the FCC’s infamous Fairness
Doctrine.
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/internet-companies-can-legally-shut-out-alt-right/article/2632831.

———————————-

Government:

Federal Criminal Prosecutions Fall Under Trump
Despite tough talk on cracking down on crime from the President and from Attorney General Sessions, actual criminal prosecutions and convictions secured by federal prosecutors have dropped. The latest available data from the Justice Department show that during the first ten months of FY 2017 the government reported 86,537 new criminal convictions. If this activity continues at the same pace, the annual total of convictions will be 103,844 for this fiscal year. According to the case-by-case government records analyzed by
the Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse (TRAC) at Syracuse University, this estimate is down 12.3 percent over the past fiscal year when the number of convictions totaled 118,384. Compared to five years ago when there were 151,129 criminal convictions, the estimate of FY 2017 convictions is down 31.3 percent. And new filings of federal criminal prosecutions are similarly down.
Total convictions were classified by prosecutors into more specific types. The single largest number of convictions through July 2017 was for immigration offenses. These offenses accounted for 53.1 percent of all convictions. The second largest number of matters were convictions under the Department of Justice’s programs for prosecuting federal violations of narcotic and drug laws (18.6%). Declines in criminal prosecutions in both the immigration and drug areas have contributed to the overall decline in total federal
convictions this year. The pace of immigration convictions during the first ten months of FY 2017 was down 17.1 percent, while those for drug crimes have declined by 4.0 percent. Nationally, this year’s federal drug convictions have fallen to their lowest recorded level since FY 1997.
http://trac.syr.edu/tracreports/crim/480/.

Will Donald Trump let the Federal Election Commission rot?
The Federal Election Commission is running low on commissioners. President Donald Trump on Thursday nominated Republican Matthew Petersen to a federal judgeship, meaning the FEC is poised to putter on with the minimum number of commissioners – four – required to take official action on most anything of consequence. Three of those remaining four commissioners are themselves wavering on whether they’ll continue serving. With 2018 midterm campaigns already afoot, what would it mean if the FEC fell short of
a quorum? Plenty.
No penalizing candidates and committees found breaking campaign laws. No completing new investigations of political actors suspected of misdeeds.
No new rules or opinions governing how campaign cash must be raised and spent. For example, in July, the commission ruled that members of Congress, still reeling from the shooting of House Majority Whip Steve Scalise, R-La., could use campaign funds for home security systems. And certainly no action on what’s easily the thorniest topic now before the commission: whatever to do about Russian influence in U.S. elections.
https://www.publicintegrity.org/node/21164.

———————————-

Libraries:

Senate boosts funding for IMLS, LSTA thanks to ALA grassroots
Congress delivered good news for library funding after returning from its August recess this week. Yesterday, the Senate Appropriations Committee approved an increase of $4 million in funding for the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), all of which would go to the formula-based Grants to States program. he Senate Committee’s bill, approved by the Labor-HHS Subcommittee on Wednesday, would boost IMLS funding to $235 million. Grants to States would receive $160 million. The bill also includes
increased funding in FY 2018 for a number of other library-related programs.
The Committee’s funding measure now heads to the full Senate for consideration. If passed, it must eventually be reconciled with House legislation that proposes to fund IMLS and Grants to States for FY2018 at FY2017’s level of $231 million and $156 million, respectively. While yesterday’s vote does not guarantee increased direct library funding, Senate approval of the Appropriations Committee’s bill would leave libraries in a very strong position to avoid any cuts for FY2018 – in spite of the Administration’s proposals
(reiterated again this week in a “Statement of Administration Position”) to effectively eliminate IMLS and federal library funding.
http://www.districtdispatch.org/2017/09/senate-boosts-funding-imls-lsta-thanks-grassroots/.

———————————-

Research:

5 studies about fact-checking you may have missed last month
The fake news phenomenon led to an explosion in media coverage of fact-checking in the final months of 2016. Now academia, with its slower publication process, is catching up. Since November, studies have failed to replicate the backfire effect and tested the power of corrections on partisan voters in both the United States and France. In the past few weeks, several studies with interesting findings for fact-checkers were published. Below, I summarize five that caught my eye; to find out more click through to the full studies.
* Voters gradually change their opinions when presented the facts. (Seth J. Hill University of California, San Diego, “Learning Together Slowly: Bayesian Learning about Political Facts,” The Journal of Politics.
* Politicians also display motivated reasoning. (Baekgaard, M., Christensen, J., Dahlmann, C., Mathiasen, A., & Petersen, N. (2017). The Role of Evidence in Politics: Motivated Reasoning and Persuasion among Politicians. British Journal of Political Science, 1-24.
* Voters with more information may be less likely to vote along party lines. (Peterson, E. (forthcoming). The Role of the Information Environment in Partisan Voting. The Journal of Politics.
* Low critical thinking, not partisan preferences, may determine whether you believe in fake news. (Who Falls for Fake News? The roles of analytic thinking, motivated reasoning, political ideology and bullshit receptivity. Gordon Pennycook & David G. Rand. Not yet published.
* Social media sentiment analysis could offer lessons on building trust in fact-checking. (Trust and Distrust in Online Fact-Checking Services By Petter Bae Brandtzaeg, Asbjørn Følstad Communications of the ACM.
https://www.poynter.org/news/5-studies-about-fact-checking-you-may-have-missed-last-month.

———————————-

Social Media:

Facebook says likely Russian-based operation funded U.S. ads with political message
Facebook Inc said on Wednesday it had found that an operation likely based in Russia spent $100,000 on thousands of U.S. ads promoting divisive social and political messages in a two-year-period through May. Facebook, the dominant social media network, said 3,000 ads and 470 “inauthentic” accounts and pages spread polarizing views on topics including immigration, race and gay rights. Another $50,000 was spent on 2,200 “potentially politically related” ads, likely by Russians, Facebook said. U.S. election law bars
foreign nationals and foreign entities from spending money to expressly advocate the election or defeat of a candidate. Non-U.S. citizens may generally advertise on issues. Other ads, such as those that mention a candidate but do not call for the candidate’s election or defeat, fall into what lawyers have called a legal gray area.
Facebook briefed members of both the Senate and House of Representatives intelligence committees on Wednesday about the suspected Russia advertising, according to a congressional source familiar with the matter. Both committees are conducting probes into alleged Russian interference in the 2016 U.S. election, including potential collusion between the campaign of President Donald Trump and Moscow. Facebook also gave its findings to Robert Mueller, the special counsel in charge of investigating alleged Russian
interference in last year’s presidential election, a source familiar with the matter said. The company produced copies of advertisements as well as data about the buyers, the source said.
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-facebook-propaganda/facebook-says-likely-russian-based-operation-funded-u-s-ads-with-political-message-idUSKCN1BH2VX.

———————————-

Open Data:

Bulk Downloads of Congressional Data Now Available
Using the ProPublica Congress API, developers can access details on each of the thousands of bills introduced in every two-year session. But they used to have to download those details one bill at a time, and be able to write API calls in software code. Now you can download information on all of the bills introduced in each session in a single file, thanks to the bulk bill data set we’re announcing today. You can get this data for free starting right now from the ProPublica Data Store. A data dictionary and an example file are
available here. Twice a day, we generate a single zip file containing metadata for every bill introduced in the current congress, including who sponsors and cosponsors the bill, actions taken by committees, votes on the floor and a summary of what the bill would do. So every time you download the bulk bill data from the 115th Congress, you’ll have the complete, up-to-date data set. You can also download archives of bill data for past congresses, going back to 1973 – when current House Speaker Paul Ryan was only 3 years
old and one of the bills debated was the now-familiar ERISA, a law governing employer-sponsored retirement plans. To produce the files we’re using the same codebase that powers our Congress API and the work of sites like GovTrack.us: the @unitedstates project. That open-source effort is a significant part of our congressional data and relies on volunteers. The bulk bill downloads replace the files previously available on that site and on the Sunlight Foundation’s site.
https://www.bespacific.com/bulk-downloads-of-congressional-data-now-available/.

———————————-

Librarians:

“Do You Miss Me Yet?” – Reestablishing the Corporate Librarians
It almost never fails when I run into someone I used to work with. The conversation starts with “Hey… how’s the law library world? It’s gotta be tough with all those books being online now.” (The implication being “aren’t you worried about becoming irrelevant?”) I reply with “Yeah, that makes it a whole lot more difficult to manage with all that information in a dozen different places than it did when it was a book in the library.” I’m not sure who they think is managing the information which is usually behind a very
expensive paywall. I would guess they either think that it is managed directly by the vendor, or worse, that the Information Technology department is now the de facto library managers.
One of the benefits I get from being the current President of the American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) is that I get to go to different types of meetings and engage with legal professionals who are not law librarians. These are law professors, recruiters, marketers, technology/security professionals, legal administrators, in-house counsel, and others in the legal industry. One of the questions that I’ve heard, especially from in-house and corporate lawyers is the fact that they need help managing their legal information.
When I ask if they have a librarian or some type of specialized legal information professional, the answer is typically “no.” When I prod further, I find that many corporations downsized or eliminated their corporate library staff during the Great Recession period. I don’t think that is a surprise to many of us. Corporate libraries were devastated at the beginning of this decade. I think that is coming back to haunt some corporations. This isn’t to say all corporate libraries were eliminated. There are still many out there that are
around and thriving. But, more often than not, most were severely affected by the economic downturn, and seen as an easy cost reduction because the corporate management saw libraries as books and space, and librarians as keepers of books and space. In reality, librarians are managers of information, and we have more information at our disposal than ever. It is time for the corporations to rethink how they are managing their information.
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/do-you-miss-me-yet-reestablishing-corporate-greg-lambert.
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Take Action:

Trump Likely to End DACA – Here’s What You Can Do Now
Politico broke the news earlier today that President Donald Trump has decided to end the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, which had provided deportation protection and employment authorization for registered undocumented immigrants who had been brought to the United States as children. The program had been implemented by the Obama administration in 2012, and enjoys broad popularity in the United States.
Here is a bunch of things you can do right now, including contacting your senator and representative, as well as the attorneys general threatening Trump to end DACA.
Forgive me if this is not “information professional related.”
TAKE ACTION at: http://reappropriate.co/2017/09/breaking-trump-likely-to-end-daca-heres-what-you-can-do-now/.

———————————-

Internet Access:

Pai Huddles Mostly With Allies Ahead of Net Neutrality Rewrite
The Federal Communications Commission is taking dozens of meetings with companies, trade groups and public policy advocates as it gears up to change its regulatory classification of broadband and loosen its net neutrality rules. But GOP chairman Ajit Pai’s own calendar mostly has been filled with proponents of redoing the commission’s broadband classification and rewriting the rules, a Bloomberg BNA analysis of FCC records shows. The existing rules bar internet providers such as AT&T Inc. and Comcast Corp. from
blocking or slowing data flowing over their networks in most circumstances. The net neutrality battle historically has pitted the providers against tech companies, including Alphabet Inc.’s Google and Facebook Inc., and public policy groups that favor the existing rules as the FCC weighs how to rewrite them.
https://www.bna.com/pai-huddles-mostly-n73014463811/.

Will Rural Texas Ever Get Its Phone Service Back After Harvey?
According to the official Federal Communications Commission statistics (current to August 30), Hurricane Harvey is having a predictably significant impact on telecommunications in the path of its devastation. We won’t actually know the final damage for awhile yet, but it appears that cell sites are pretty much gone in the counties where Harvey made landfall (but service is being steadily restored). Over 265,000 landline phones have been rendered inoperative. No one expects a communications network to come through an epic
flood like Harvey without serious disruption. Indeed, from the very surface look of things, it appears that the communications network in the impact area is performing much better than it did during either Hurricane Katrina or Superstorm Sandy.
But looking ahead, I have a different question. Once the floodwaters recede and the reconstruction begins, when can residents see their phone service – and broadband service – return. For rural residents of Texas still dependent on traditional landlines, the answer to that may be “never.” Why never? Back in 2011, Texas deregulated its telephone system. Of particular relevance here, Texas made it ridiculously easy for phone companies to get rid of their “carrier of last resort” (COLR) obligations – the obligation for the incumbent
telephone network to provide service to everyone its service territory. As a result, phone companies in Texas do not have a state-based legal obligation to repair or replace service once it goes down. So in places where the telephone network has been damaged or destroyed by Harvey, AT&T (the primary legacy phone company in the impacted area) has no state responsibility to restore service.
https://www.publicknowledge.org/news-blog/blogs/will-rural-texas-ever-get-its-phone-service-back-after-harvey.

———————————-

Open Access:

Knowledge sharing in global health research – the impact, uptake and cost of open access to scholarly literature
Abstract
Background: In 1982, the Annals of Virology published a paper showing how Liberia has a highly endemic potential of Ebola warning health authorities of the risk for potential outbreaks; this journal is only available by subscription. Limiting the accessibility of such knowledge may have reduced information propagation toward public health actors who were indeed surprised by and unprepared for the 2014 epidemic. Open access (OA) publication can allow for increased access to global health research (GHR). Our study aims to
assess the use, cost and impact of OA diffusion in the context of GHR.
Method: A total of 3366 research articles indexed under the Medical Heading Subject Heading “Global Health”
published between 2010 and 2014 were retrieved using PubMed to (1) quantify the uptake of various types of OA, (2) estimate the article processing charges (APCs) of OA, and (3) analyse the relationship between different types of OA, their scholarly impact and gross national income per capita of citing countries.
Results: Most GHR publications are not available directly on the journal’s website (69%). Further, 60.8% of researchers do not self-archive their work even when it is free and in keeping with journal policy. The total amount paid for APCs was estimated at US$1.7 million for 627 papers, with authors paying on average US$2732 per publication; 94% of APCs were paid to journals owned by the ten most prominent publication houses from high-income countries. Researchers from low- and middle-income countries are generally
citing less expensive types of OA, while researchers in high-income countries are citing the most expensive OA.
Conclusions: Although OA may help in building global research capacity in GHR, the majority of publications
remain subscription only. It is logical and cost-efficient for institutions and researchers to promote OA by selfarchiving publications of restricted access, as it not only allows research to be cited by a broader audience, it
also augments citation rates. Although OA does not ensure full knowledge transfer from research to practice, limiting public access can negatively impact implementation and outcomes of health policy and reduce public understanding of health issues. Since the APCs are mainly paid to the ten same publishers creating an oligopoly, there is little incentive to keep APCs low. This oligopoly may also run much deeper than costs; it creates an important inequity in publication. Although publishers may wish to include researchers from
LMICs through waivers, they have not really included LMICs in the publication industry itself. After witnessing significant inequities and issues related to exploitation in global health, the impetus behind GHR was to provide a space for equal partnerships. Broadening these partnerships to the publication industry, which is a significant gatekeeper in research, may provide for a stronger voice for researchers in LMICs with the goal of reducing power inequities in global health more broadly.
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-017-0235-3.

———————————-

Internet Users:

Who falls for fake news? The roles of analytic thinking, motivated reasoning, political ideology, and bullshit receptivity
Inaccurate beliefs pose a threat to democracy and fake news represents a particularly egregious and direct avenue by which inaccurate beliefs have been propagated via social media. Here we investigate the cognitive psychological profile of individuals who fall prey to fake news. We find a consistent positive correlation between the propensity to think analytically – as measured by the Cognitive Reflection Test (CRT) – and the ability to differentiate fake news from real news (“media truth discernment”). This was true regardless of
whether the article’s source was indicated (which, surprisingly, also had no main effect on accuracy judgments). Contrary to the motivated reasoning account, CRT was just as positively correlated with media truth discernment, if not more so, for headlines that aligned with individuals’ political ideology relative to those that were politically discordant. The link between analytic thinking and media truth discernment was driven both by a negative correlation between CRT and perceptions of fake news accuracy (particularly among
Hillary Clinton supporters), and a positive correlation between CRT and perceptions of real news accuracy (particularly among Donald Trump supporters). This suggests that factors that undermine the legitimacy of traditional news media may exacerbate the problem of inaccurate political beliefs among Trump supporters, who engaged in less analytic thinking and were overall less able to discern fake from real news (regardless of the news’ political valence). We also found consistent evidence that pseudo-profound bullshit
receptivity negatively correlates with perceptions of fake news accuracy; a correlation that is mediated by analytic thinking. Finally, analytic thinking was associated with an unwillingness to share both fake and real news on social media. Our results indicate that the propensity to think analytically plays an important role in the recognition of misinformation, regardless of political valence – a finding that opens up potential avenues for fighting fake news.
The present results indicate that analytic thinking plays an important role in people’s self-inoculation against political disinformation. Contrary to the popular motivated reasoning account of political cognition, our evidence indicates that people fall for fake news because they fail to think; not because they think in a motivated or identity-protective way. This suggests that interventions that are directed at making the public more thoughtful consumers of news media may have promise. Ironically, the invention of the internet and social
media – which resulted from a great deal of analytic thinking – may now be exacerbating our tendency to rely on intuition.
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3023545.

———————————-

Public Policy:

Trump Killed Flood Safety Plan Before Hurricane Harvey Struck
Just 10 days before Hurricane Harvey began to devastate Texas coastal regions, President Trump rolled back regulations designed to help infrastructure projects survive this kind of flood. The regulations were part of the Federal Flood Risk Management Standard, established under President Obama in 2015. According to The New York Times, Trump’s elimination of the regulations are part of his effort to unravel the former administration’s climate change agenda, citing cost issues as a reason. The Times writes: “But environmental
activists, flood plain managers and some conservatives had urged the Trump administration to preserve it, arguing that it protected critical infrastructure and taxpayer dollars.”
Sierra Club Executive Director Michael Brune said in a statement: “This is climate science denial at its most dangerous, as Trump is putting vulnerable communities, federal employees, and families at risk by throwing out any guarantee that our infrastructure will be safe.” Many environmental advocates have cited the impossibility of predicting the magnitude of flooding as a key reason for the regulations to be reinstated. Especially in light of Hurricane Harvey, the president’s first priority should be protecting infrastructure and
lives, not trying to erase the Obama years.
https://www.truthdig.com/articles/trump-killed-flood-safety-plan-hurricane-harvey-struck/.

———————————-

Social Media:

Have You Experienced Hate Speech on Facebook? We Want To Hear From You
Earlier this month, in the wake of the Charlottesville attack on protesters, a post began circulating on Facebook titled: “Heather Heyer, Woman Killed in Road Rage Incident was a Fat, Childless 32-Year-Old Slut.” You might have thought that the post violated Facebook’s rules against hate speech. But, in fact, it did not. Facebook’s arcane hate speech rules, revealed by ProPublica in June, only prohibit hate speech attacks against “protected categories” of people – based on gender, race or religious affiliation – but not against
individuals. We’re launching an effort to learn more about Facebook’s secret censorship rules. (Details of how you can help are included in post.) These rules, which it distributes to thousands of human censors it employs across the world – draw elaborate distinctions between hate speech and legitimate political expression. One Facebook training slide published by ProPublica was particularly surprising to many of our readers. It asked which group was protected against hate speech: female drivers, black children or white men. The
correct answer was noted as being “white men.” The reason: Facebook doesn’t protect what it calls “subsets” of its protected categories. Black children and female drivers were both considered subsets under Facebook’s rules, while white men were protected based on race and gender.
We’re hoping you can join us in investigating Facebook’s handling of hate speech. To make it easy to participate, we built a Facebook bot – which is a tiny computer program that automatically converses with you over Facebook Messenger. To use the bot, all you have to do is send a Facebook message to ProPublica’s page and click the “Get Started” button. Our bot will ask you questions about your experience with hate speech. If you or someone you know reported a hateful post, or had one flagged as hateful, we’d like to hear
about it, regardless of the outcome. Screenshots, links and exact wording are especially helpful, but please share whatever you have.
https://www.propublica.org/article/have-you-experienced-hate-speech-on-facebook-we-want-to-hear-from-you.

How Russian & Alt-Right Twitter Accounts Worked Together to Skew the Narrative About Berkeley
The narrative surrounding last weekend’s protests in Berkeley took shape on social media and was picked up, at least in part, by mainstream news outlets. The result was a skewed presentation of events that was almost entirely devoid of the context in which they took place. Even more troubling: that narrative was influenced by pro-Russian social media networks, including state-sponsored propaganda outlets, botnets, cyborgs, and individual users.
In the case study below, I describe how the narrative surrounding Berkeley was picked up and shaped by Russian-linked influence networks, which saw a chance to drive a wedge in American society and ran with it. Next, I look at the individual accounts and users that were identified as top influencers on Twitter, and explore what they were posting, how they worked together to craft a narrative, and the methods they used to amplify their message. Finally, I look at how news coverage of the events in Berkeley was shaped by the
skewed narrative that emerged on social media. This is just a single case study in a larger story, but it serves as an important reminder that Russia is still exploiting social media to harm U.S. interests - and that plenty of Americans are willing to join in on the effort. Russian-linked influence networks and propaganda arms quickly took interest in the Berkeley protests last weekend. On Sunday afternoon, the top story on the front page of Russian propaganda outlet RT was about the events in Berkeley.
What was missing from the skewed narrative described above was context. By focusing on the isolated fights and outbursts by individual actors, a handful of Twitter accounts (amplified by bots & cyberborgs) shifted the focus away from the widespread, ongoing, and orchestrated activities of groups like the Proud Boys and their “military division” known as the Fraternal Order of Alt-Knights (FOAK), as well as provocateurs and instigators like Kyle Chapman, (aka “Based Stickman”, leader of FOAK), Gavin McGinnes (leader of
the Proud Boys), Nathan Damigo (leader of the white supremacist group Identity Evropa), Joey Gibson (leader of Patriot Prayer, and the organizer of Saturday’s canceled rally in San Francisco), Mike Peinovich (aka Mike Enoch, founder of the racist and anti-Semitic website “The Right Stuff”), Milo Yiannopoulos, Tim “Treadstone” Gionet (aka “Baked Alaska”, former Buzzfeed editor and current “Internet personality” who manged the speaking tour of Yiannopoulos), Jack Posobiec (formerly of Rebel Media), and “alt-right”
leader Richard Spencer, among others. By traveling to liberal cities where [far-right extremists] know they’ll encounter resistance, they can then frame their violence as a defense against “intolerant leftists” trying to “shut down free speech.” This, in turn, gives mainstream conservatives and right-wing figures a reason (or, in some cases, an excuse) to support their cause.
https://arcdigital.media/how-russian-alt-right-twitter-accounts-worked-together-to-skew-the-narrative-about-berkeley-f03a3d04ac5d

International Outlook:

Ukraine: Foreign Journalists Barred or Expelled
Ukrainian authorities have detained and expelled several foreign journalists in recent weeks, most recently Russian reporter Anna Kurbatova, Human Rights Watch said today. In just over a month, the Security Services of Ukraine (SBU) have expelled or denied entry to at least five foreign journalists – three from Russia and two from Spain – for allegedly engaging in anti-Ukrainian “propaganda.” “The Ukrainian government’s practice of accusing journalists of anti-Ukraine bias, then expelling them or denying them entry, is a
serious violation of its international human rights commitments, said Tanya Cooper, Ukraine researcher at Human Rights Watch. “Barring journalists is short-sighted and vindictive, and undermines Ukraine’s pledges on democratic reforms and the rule of law.”
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The Representative on Freedom of the Media of the Organization for the Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), Harlem Desir, expressed concern over the detentions and expulsions of journalists. Ukraine is a member of the OSCE and the Council of Europe, as well as a party to the European Convention on Human Rights and has taken on specific obligations to respect and protect freedom of expression and support media freedom.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/09/01/ukraine-foreign-journalists-barred-or-expelled.

———————————-

Freedom of Information:

Electronic Frontier Foundation, ACLU Win Court Ruling That Police Can’t Keep License Plate Data Secret
The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) and the ACLU won a decision by the California Supreme Court that the license plate data of millions of law-abiding drivers, collected indiscriminately by police across the state, are not “investigative records” that law enforcement can keep secret. California’s highest court ruled that the collection of license plate data isn’t targeted at any particular crime, so the records couldn’t be considered part of a police investigation.
“This is a big win for transparency in California,” attorney Peter Bibring, director of police practices at the ACLU of Southern California, which joined EFF in a lawsuit over the records. “The Supreme Court recognized that California’s sweeping public records exemption for police investigations doesn’t cover mass collection of data by police, like the automated scanning of license plates in this case. The Court also recognized that mere speculation by police on the harms that might result from releasing information can’t defeat the
public’s strong interest in understanding how police surveillance impacts privacy.”
The ruling sets a precedent that mass, indiscriminate data collection by the police can’t be withheld just because the information may contain some criminal data. This is important because police are increasingly using technology tools to surveil and collect data on citizens, whether it’s via body cameras, facial recognition cameras, or license plate readers. The panel sent the case back to the trial court to determine whether the data can be made public in a redacted or anonymized form so drivers’ privacy is protected.
Automated License Plate Readers or ALPRs are high-speed cameras mounted on light poles and police cars that continuously scan the plates of every passing car. They collect not only the license plate number but also the time, date, and location of each plate scanned, along with a photograph of the vehicle and sometimes its occupants. The Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) and the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department (LASD) collect, on average, three million plate scans every week and have amassed a database of
half a billion records.
https://www.eff.org/press/releases/electronic-frontier-foundation-aclu-win-court-ruling-police-cant-keep-license-plate.

———————————-

Archives:

Labor Day: National Archives and Records Administration
The National Archives holds extensive records created or received by the U.S. Government on issues of labor and labor rights, including records on: unions, strikes, and responses; debates about women and children in the workplace; and the Government’s role in providing economic security and workplace rights. These records document and detail the struggle to define and assert workplace rights. We not only hold these records, we provide access to them.
Labor Day Related Record Groups include:
National Recovery Administration
Records of the Occupational Safety and Health Administration [OSHA]
Records of the Children’s Bureau (child labor laws)
National Bituminous Coal Commission
General Records of the Department of Labor
President’s Committee on Migratory Labor
Records of the Bureau of Labor Statistics
Records of the Economic Stabilization Programs
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Take Action!:

Donate to Texas Diaper Bank
There’s a lot of places to donate to for Harvey relief. I’m sure you can find a worthy entity.
I like this: Texas Diaper Bank.
You may be interested to read ProPublica’s series on the American Red Cross..

———————————-

International Outlook:

Vietnam’s president calls for tougher internet controls
Vietnam’s president called on Sunday for tougher controls on the internet in the face of dissidents who are using it to criticize the ruling Communist Party, and to combat threats to cybersecurity. Vietnam’s government has stepped up a crackdown on activists this year, but despite the arrest and sentencing of several high profile figures, there has been little sign of it silencing criticism on social media. President Tran Dai Quang made the call in an article published on the government website.
He said hostile forces had used the internet to organize offensive campaigns that “undermined the prestige of the leaders of the party and the state, with a negative impact on cadres, party members and people”. Quang said Vietnam needed to pay greater attention to controlling online information, especially on social networks, and needed an effective solution “to prevent news sites and blogs with bad and dangerous content”. Quang’s own standing had been the subject of internet rumor and gossip in recent days because he has been
largely absent from the public eye. Vietnam has intensified crackdowns on both government critics and officials accused of corruption since security-minded conservatives gained greater sway within the Communist Party early last year. Vietnam is in the top 10 countries for Facebook users by numbers and Google’s YouTube is also a popular platform.
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-vietnam-internet-idUSKCN1B00JW.

———————————-

Government:

OSHA scrubs worker deaths from home page
The federal department charged with protecting workers erased data on workplace deaths from the home page of its website Friday — and changed its policy to disclose fewer fatal accidents in the future. For the past several years, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration had maintained a running list of workers killed on the job — including the date, name and cause of death — near the top of its home page. The list included every worker death reported to OSHA, regardless of whether the company was issued a citation.
On Friday, the box on the home page disappeared and was replaced with information on how companies can voluntarily cooperate with OSHA to reduce safety risks. That information was available before but is now displayed more prominently. The new fatality list, buried on an internal page of the website, does not include incidents where a worker was killed if the company was not cited for violations. The change could leave about 20 percent of worker deaths off the log, said Debbie Berkowitz, an adviser at OSHA during the
Obama administration and currently a senior fellow at the National Employment Law Project. The change immediately raised alarms among worker advocates, who accused the Trump administration of restricting access to information that could save lives.
http://www.politico.com/story/2017/08/25/osha-worker-deaths-website-242034.

———————————-

Open Data:

Nonprofit Explorer Update: Full Text of 1.9 Million Records
Nonprofit Explorer includes summary data for nonprofit tax returns and PDFs of full Form 990 documents. We have updated our Nonprofit Explorer news application, adding raw data from more than 1.9 million electronically filed Form 990 documents dating back to 2010. This new trove includes the full text of more than 132,000 forms for which we did not previously have complete data.
In addition to making the machine-readable XML files available to download, we are publishing the full text of many of these documents as human-readable web pages. These appear similar to the PDFs that have appeared on Nonprofit Explorer in the past, but their text can be copy-and-pasted, and they are easier to browse and analyze.
Every organization that has been recognized as tax exempt by the IRS has to file Form 990 every year, unless they make less than $200,000 in revenue and have less than $500,000 in assets, in which case they have to file form 990-EZ. Organizations making less than $50,000 don’t have to file either form but do have to let the IRS they’re still in business via a Form 990N “e-Postcard.” Nonprofit Explorer has organizations claiming tax exemption in each of the 27 subsections of the 501(c) section of the tax code, and which have filed
a Form 990, Form 990EZ or Form 990PF. Taxable trusts and private foundations that are required to file a form 990PF are also included. Small organizations filing a Form 990N “e-Postcard” are not included in this data.
https://www.propublica.org/nerds/item/nonprofit-explorer-update-full-text-of-nearly-two-million-records.

———————————-

Freedom of Information:

It’s Time to Strengthen California’s Public Records Law
In 2015, the Center for Public Integrity undertook a major investigation aimed at grading all 50 states to ascertain their transparency and accountability. When it came to California, the state received an abysmal ‘F’ rating in the category focusing on public access to information. That is unacceptable. Transparency advocates for years have complained about the enforcement measures in the California Public Records Act (CPRA). There is no appeal process when an agency rejects or ignores a records request. The burden is on the
requester to go to court to fight for the documents. While the agency may have to pick up the requester’s legal bills, there is no penalty for agencies that willfully, knowingly, and without any good reason violate the law.
The union’s most populous state and the sixth largest economy in the world should be setting an example rather than lagging behind the many states—such as North Dakota and New Mexico-that penalize agencies that improperly handle or reject request for public records. A.B. 1479 is a bill by Assemblymember Rob Bonta that aims to strengthen California’s public records law by creating a financial penalty for government agencies that improperly withhold public records, assess outrageous fees to produce those records, or
unreasonably delay their release. The California Assembly passed the bill with a near-unanimous vote, and a bipartisan majority in the Senate Judiciary Committee approved it. A.B. 1479 is now before the Senate Appropriations Committee, where it is up to the chair—Sen. Ricardo Lara—to bring it up for a full vote.
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/08/its-time-strengthen-californias-public-records-law.

Removals of Climate Change Mentions and Links from the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences Website
NIEHS has altered wording on its Global Environmental Health (GEH) pages, removing the phrase “climate change” and replacing it with “climate” from side menus and page titles. NIEHS is one of 27 divisions of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and is dedicated to the study of the environment and its effects on human health. NIEHS also removed 1 links to an educational 4-page fact sheet titled, “Climate Change and Human Health”, from two separate pages: a library of brochures and fact sheets, and a page dedicated to
explaining the environmental impacts of climate change. While the “Climate Change and Human Health” fact sheet is still hosted on the NIEHS website, access to it has been significantly reduced. On pages where the term “climate change” was removed from the title, no other language changes were made and the term “climate change” continues to be used in the body text of the page.
https://envirodatagov.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/WM-CCR-17-NIH-Climate-Change-170820.pdf (PDF).

———————————-

Social Media:

Highly ideological members of Congress have more Facebook followers than moderates do
The most liberal and conservative members of the 115th Congress have attracted more Facebook followers than moderates, according to a new Pew Research Center analysis. In both legislative chambers, members’ ideology is a strong predictor of the number of people who follow them on Facebook. The most liberal and most conservative House members had a median of 14,361 followers as of July 25, compared with 9,017 followers for those in the middle of the ideological spectrum. The median number of followers for the
Senate’s most liberal and conservative lawmakers was 78,360, while moderates had 32,626.
Republican Rep. Trey Gowdy of South Carolina, who chaired the high-profile Select Committee on Benghazi, had more Facebook followers than any other House member, with slightly over 1.3 million. Next were Illinois Democrat Luis Gutierrez, Democratic Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi of California and GOP Speaker Paul Ryan of Wisconsin, with between 500,000 and 600,000 each.
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/08/21/highly-ideological-members-of-congress-have-more-facebook-followers-than-moderates-do/.

———————————-

Technology:

Identity Thieves Hijack Cellphone Accounts to Go After Virtual Currency
Hackers have discovered that one of the most central elements of online security – the mobile phone number – is also one of the easiest to steal. In a growing number of online attacks, hackers have been calling up Verizon, T-Mobile U.S., Sprint and AT&T and asking them to transfer control of a victim’s phone number to a device under the control of the hackers. Once they get control of the phone number, they can reset the passwords on every account that uses the phone number as a security backup – as services like Google,
Twitter and Facebook suggest.
A wide array of people have complained about being successfully targeted by this sort of attack, including a Black Lives Matter activist and the chief technologist of the Federal Trade Commission. The commission’s own data shows that the number of so-called phone hijackings has been rising. In January 2013, there were 1,038 such incidents reported; by January 2016, that number had increased to 2,658. But a particularly concentrated wave of attacks has hit those with the most obviously valuable online accounts: virtual
currency fanatics.
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/21/business/dealbook/phone-hack-bitcoin-virtual-currency.html.

Machines Taught by Photos Learn a Sexist View of Women
Last fall University of Virginia computer science professor Vicente Ordóñez noticed a pattern in some of the guesses made by image-recognition software he was building. “It would see a picture of a kitchen and more often than not associate it with women, not men,” he says. That got Ordóñez wondering whether he and other researchers were unconsciously injecting biases into their software. So he teamed up with colleagues to test two large collections of labeled photos used to “train” image-recognition software.
Their results are illuminating. Two prominent research-image collections—including one supported by Microsoft and Facebook—display a predictable gender bias in their depiction of activities such as cooking and sports. Images of shopping and washing are linked to women, for example, while coaching and shooting are tied to men.
Machine-learning software trained on the datasets didn’t just mirror those biases, it amplified them. If a photo set generally associated women with cooking, software trained by studying those photos and their labels created an even stronger association. One point of agreement in the field is that using machine learning to solve problems is more complicated than many people previously thought. “Work like this is correcting the illusion that algorithms can be blindly applied to solve problems,” says Suresh Venkatasubramanian, a
professor at the University of Utah.
https://www.wired.com/story/machines-taught-by-photos-learn-a-sexist-view-of-women/.

Pro-Russian Bots Take Up the Right-Wing Cause After Charlottesville
Angee Dixson joined Twitter on Aug. 8 and immediately began posting furiously – about 90 times a day. A self-described American Christian conservative, Dixson defended President Donald Trump’s response to the unrest in Charlottesville, criticized the removal of Confederate monuments and posted pictures purporting to show violence by left-wing counterprotesters. “Dems and Media Continue to IGNORE BLM and Antifa Violence in Charlottesville,” she wrote above a picture of masked demonstrators labeled “DEMOCRAT
TERROR.”
But Dixson appears to have been a fake, according to an analysis by Ben Nimmo and Donara Barojan of the Digital Forensic Research Lab at the Atlantic Council think tank. The account has been shut down. Dixson’s profile picture was stolen from a young Instagram celebrity (a German model rumored to have dated Leonardo DiCaprio). Dixson used a URL shortener that is a tell for the sort of computer program that automatically churns out high volumes of social media posts whose authorship is frequently disguised. And one of
her tweets attacked Sen. John McCain for his alleged support of Ukrainian neo-Nazis, echoing language in tweets from Russian outlets RT and Sputnik.
The same social media networks that spread Russian propaganda during the 2016 election have been busily amplifying right-wing extremism surrounding the recent violence in Charlottesville, according to researchers who monitor the activity. It’s impossible to tell how much of the traffic originates from Russia or from mercenary sources. But there were hordes of automated bots generating Twitter posts and much more last week to help make right-wing conspiracy theories and rallying cries about Charlottesville go viral. A sample
of 600 Twitter accounts linked to Russian influence operations have been promoting hashtags for Charlottesville such as “antifa,” a term for activists on the far left; and “alt-left,” a term Trump used, which was interpreted by many as suggesting an equivalence between liberal demonstrators and white nationalists in the so-called alt-right.
https://www.propublica.org/article/pro-russian-bots-take-up-the-right-wing-cause-after-charlottesville.

———————————-

Open Access:

Institutional Repositories and Academic Social Networks: Competition or Complement? A Study of Open Access Policy Compliance vs. ResearchGate Participation
Abstract
INTRODUCTION The popularity of academic social networks like ResearchGate and Academia.edu indicates that scholars want to share their work, yet for universities with Open Access (OA) policies, these sites may be competing with institutional repositories (IRs) for content. This article seeks to reveal researcher practices, attitudes, and motivations around uploading their work to ResearchGate and complying with an institutional OA Policy through a study of faculty at the University of Rhode Island (URI). METHODS We
conducted a population study to examine the participation by 558 full-time URI faculty members in the OA Policy and ResearchGate followed by a survey of 728 full-time URI faculty members about their participation in the two services. DISCUSSION The majority of URI faculty does not participate in the OA Policy or use ResearchGate. Authors’ primary motivations for participation are sharing their work more broadly and increasing its visibility and impact. Faculty who participate in ResearchGate are more likely to
participate in the OA Policy, and vice versa. The fact that the OA Policy targets the author manuscript and not the final published article constitutes a significant barrier to participation. CONCLUSION Librarians should not view academic social networks as a threat to Open Access. Authors’ strong preference for sharing the final, published version of their articles provides support for calls to hasten the transition to a Gold OA publishing system. Misunderstandings about the OA Policy and copyright indicate a need for librarians to
conduct greater education and outreach to authors about options for legally sharing articles.
https://jlsc-pub.org/articles/abstract/10.7710/2162-3309.2183/.

———————————-

Digital Preservation:

How The Great 78 Project is saving half a million songs from obscurity
When Sir Tim Berners-Lee first put digital pen to pad on his world-altering creation – the World Wide Web – he did so with the aim, as stated on the worlds very first website, of kick-starting an initiative that would “give universal access to a large universe of documents.” In many ways, non-profit digital library The Internet Archive, with its stated mission of “universal access to all knowledge”, is the natural extension of this founding vision.
One of the latest projects undertaken by the Archive is the Great 78 Project. The brainchild of the Archive’s founder, Brewster Kahle, the project is dedicated to the preservation and discovery of 78rpm records. It involves at least three different organisations, including New York’s Archives of Contemporary Music, George Blood Audio, and of course The Internet Archive, working together to manage, clean, digitise and archive around a thousand records a day.
“We’re currently delivering 5-6,000 sides per month,” says George Blood, president of the audio-visual digitisation company that bears his name, “and we’ll be working to get to 20,000.” The goal, Blood says, is to create a “reference collection of sound recordings from the period of approximately 1880 to 1960.” No mean feat.
Most of the recordings collected so far have never previously been preserved in any form – other than their original 78 pressings – and, Blood says, the real joy comes from discovering the titles that would’t typically be of much monetary (or even musical) interest to collectors. “Sound effects discs, poetry readings, comedy records,” he lists with aplomb, “not just Christmas discs but Hanukkah, Purim and other religious holidays.” Lots of the discs, he says are far from politically correct and, through the archival process, are
shedding light on social norms of the times in which the recordings were made. And, in a neat reflection of today’s world, each archived disc is available for free download in a range of digital formats – there’s even a Twitter bot tweeting out a newly digitised disc every ten minutes.
https://thevinylfactory.com/features/great-78-project-archive-interview/.
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Take Action:

Tyler’s Stroke of Genius Recovery (GoFundMe)
Tyler Magill, vanquisher of Charlottesville nazis, suffered a stroke on August 15. This stroke was the result of blunt force trauma to his carotid artery after he was hit with a torch on Friday night. Unfortunately, Tyler used up most of his leave time at his place of employment when his father passed away. Please help us lessen his financial burden a little as he recovers.
If you are able to contribute:
https://www.gofundme.com/tylers-stroke-of-genius
More on Tyler:
http://lj.libraryjournal.com/2017/08/academic-libraries/uva-libraries-regroup-after-weekend-of-violence/.

———————————-

Technology:

AI Programs Are Learning to Exclude Some African-American Voices
All too often people make snap judgments based on how you speak. Some AI systems are also learning to be prejudiced against some dialects. And as language-based AI systems become ever more common, some minorities may automatically be discriminated against by machines, warn researchers studying the issue. Brendan O’Connor, an assistant professor at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, and one of his graduate students, Su Lin Blodgett, looked at the use of language on Twitter. Using demographic filtering, the
researchers collected 59.2 million tweets with a high probability of containing African-American slang or vernacular. They then tested several natural-language processing tools on this data set to see how they would treat these statements. They found that one popular tool classified these posts as Danish with a high level of confidence. “If you analyze Twitter for people’s opinions on a politician and you’re not even considering what African-Americans are saying or young adults are saying, that seems problematic,” O’Connor says.
The pair also tested several popular machine-learning-based APIs that analyze text for meaning and sentiment, and they found that these systems struggled, too. “If you purchase a sentiment analyzer from some company, you don’t even know what biases it has in it,” O’Connor says. “We don’t have a lot of auditing or knowledge about these things.” He says the problem extends to any system that uses language, including search engines.
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/608619/ai-programs-are-learning-to-exclude-some-african-american-voices/.

The lives of bitcoin miners digging for digital gold in Inner Mongolia
A decade ago, after a speculative coal boom fizzled, the once-thriving desert city of Ordos, in Inner Mongolia, became China’s largest ghost town, littered with unfinished or empty buildings and desperate for another way to make money. Blessed like most of China with cheap labor, land, and, most important, cheap electricity, Ordos threw open its doors to all-comers, including bitcoin, the stateless digital currency whose total market value has more than quadrupled this year to $70 billion, and whose ability to act as a kind of digital
gold has captured the imaginations of governments, big banks, and small entrepreneurs.
Today, Ordos (population 2 million) has emerged as a center of bitcoin mining, the process of approving transactions and creating new coins in the digital currency’s system. Over half the world’s major bitcoin mining pools-groups of miners who agree to add up their resources to improve their odds of finding bitcoin—are located in China, according to the Cambridge Centre for Alternative Finance. That has made China a dominant force in a new industry that may one day define how global transactions are ordered.
This month, Quartz took a tour of the mine and spoke with its employees. Working in such a place can be both tedious and surreal. But the work is less physically demanding—and the clean, temperature-controlled environment is less hazardous to workers’ health—than at many jobs in the area, where the economy is driven by coal mining and industries like aluminum smelting and chemical engineering. China’s largest open-pit coal mine, Haerwusu, lies about 125 miles (200 km) from the industrial park. In 2012, before coal prices
began to plummet, Ordos accounted for a fifth of the country’s coal output.
https://qz.com/1054805/what-its-like-working-at-a-sprawling-bitcoin-mine-in-inner-mongolia/.

———————————-

Privacy:

Justice demands 1.3M IP addresses related to Trump resistance site
The Department of Justice has requested information on visitors to a website used to organize protests against President Trump, the Los Angeles-based Dreamhost said in a blog post published on Monday. Dreamhost, a web hosting provider, said that it has been working with the Department of Justice for several months on the request, which believes goes too far under the Constitution.
DreamHost claimed that the complying with the request from the Justice Department would amount to handing over roughly 1.3 million visitor IP addresses to the government, in addition to contact information, email content and photos of thousands of visitors to the website, which was involved in organizing protests against Trump on Inauguration Day.
“That information could be used to identify any individuals who used this site to exercise and express political speech protected under the Constitution’s First Amendment,” DreamHost wrote in the blog post on Monday. “That should be enough to set alarm bells off in anyone’s mind.”
The web provider published a search warrant issued by the Superior Court of the District of Columbia that asks for records and information related to the website and its owner, along with information that could be used to identify subscribers of the website. This includes “names, addresses, telephone numbers and other identifiers, e-mail addresses, business information, the length of service (including start date), means and source of payment for services (including any credit card or bank account number), and information about
any domain name registration.”
http://thehill.com/policy/cybersecurity/346544-dreamhost-claims-doj-requesting-info-on-visitors-to-anti-trump-website.

———————————-

Intellectual Property:

Donald Trump Lost a 6-Year Legal Battle to a Trumpet Player
The owner of Trump Tower, Trump Golf Links, and The Donald J. Trump Signature Collection can’t claim this one as his own: iTrump. That’s because the trademark resides with a 40-year-old-engineer and amateur musician who created an iPhone app designed to teach people how to play the trumpet. This month, Tom Scharfeld prevailed in his grueling six-year legal fight against Donald Trump. And Scharfeld’s triumph is even more impressive because he succeeded without a lawyer.
Scharfeld, who played in jazz ensembles while in college at MIT, is the founder of San Francisco-based Spoonjack LLC, a one-person firm that developed iTrump and iBone, which teaches the trombone. A lifelong trombone player, he wanted to design an intuitive and playable simulation of the instruments for the iPhone. And he wanted the music apps to have catchy names. In December 2010, he filed to register the iTrump mark. The apps, which are available in the iTunes Store for $2.99, feature a picture of the instruments and
keys to play various notes, either solo or along with recorded music.
About a month later, he was stunned to receive a letter from Trump’s lawyers demanding that he immediately rename his product. They said his use of the name diluted the quality of “the famous” Trump mark and tarnished “the goodwill and reputation that Mr. Trump has built over the years.” Scharfeld refused, and Trump and the Trump Organization challenged his mark before the trademark board. Scharfeld dug in because he said Trump’s lawyers were “100 percent wrong — the word trump has other meanings.” He pushed hard
to prove that his trumpet application had nothing to do with Trump and wouldn’t cause confusion. Scharfeld spent months researching the trademark process online and at a local law library. He read books about trademark law and a manual on the government’s website. He looked at old filings to be able to file documents in the correct style. Scharfeld … went on the attack, eventually winning rulings that canceled some of Trump’s trademark registrations and forced him to withdraw another. The latest decision came last week,
essentially ending the legal battle.
http://fortune.com/2017/08/15/donald-trump-itrump-trumpet-app/.

———————————-

Government:

Trump Has Broad Power to Block Climate Change Report
Earlier this month, someone involved in the government’s latest report on climate change provided The New York Times with a copy of the version submitted to the Trump administration for final approval. The main intent of the leak, according to several people tracking the report, was to complicate any attempt to suppress the study or water down its findings.
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Publication of the document inflamed an already-fraught debate about climate change. Administration officials and Republican lawmakers accused the leaker and journalists of manufacturing a dispute. They said the report, which was required by law, was moving through a normal process of White House review. The report was submitted in late June and the Trump administration has broad authority to review its findings. Any one of a number of government agencies can block its release, which is ultimately subject to presidential
review.
What makes the report significant now is the challenge it poses to a White House that has been moving aggressively to reverse the Obama administration’s policies and rules on climate change. So far, the Trump administration has begun withdrawing the U.S. from the 2015 Paris Agreement, cut relevant environmental agency budgets and removed from some government websites language describing the risks of unabated global warming.
https://www.propublica.org/article/trump-has-broad-power-to-block-climate-change-report.

———————————-

International Outlook:

Thai Activist Jailed for the Crime of Sharing an Article on Facebook
Thai activist Jatuphat “Pai” Boonpattaraksa was sentenced this week to two and a half years in prison-for the crime of sharing a BBC article on Facebook. The Thai-language article profiled Thailand’s new king and, while thousands of users shared it, only Jutaphat was found to violate Thailand’s strict lese majeste laws against insulting, defaming, or threatening the monarchy.
When he was arrested last December, Jatuphat was the first person to be charged with lese majeste since the former King Bhumibol passed away and his son Vajiralongkorn took the throne. (He was not, however, the first to receive a sentence-this past June saw one of the harshest rulings to date, with one man waiting over a year in jail to be sentenced to 35 years for Facebook posts critical of the royal family.) The conviction, which appears to have singled Jatuphat out among thousands of other Facebook users who shared the
article, sends a strong message to other activists and netizens: overbroad laws like lese majeste can and will be used to target those who oppose military rule in Thailand.
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/08/thai-activist-jailed-crime-sharing-article-facebook.

———————————-

Public Policy:

Coal Subsidies: America’s worst policy idea?
If someone produced “America’s Worst Policy Idea” as a weekly televised contest with Simon Cowell as a judge, West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice’s most recent proposal on coal would be a serious contender to win for the month of August, if not the entire year. Justice’s idea, which he says President Donald Trump is “really interested” in, would have the federal government pay $15 for every ton of Appalachian coal burned in U.S. power plants for an undetermined time. The proposal may be part of a larger political gambit that
involves Justice’s recent change of political parties, along with rumored shifts of cabinet officials and Senate appointments. Whatever Justice’s motivations, it’s a bad idea, deserving of 15 minutes of infamy, not fame.
To start, it’s an unjustifiable subsidy by taxpayers at a time when natural gas prices are low and renewable energy costs are falling. U.S. power plants burned at least 110 million short tons of Appalachian coal in 2016, according to Bloomberg Intelligence. A payment of $15 for each of those tons would cost taxpayers at least $1.65 billion per year. Were Justice’s subsidy to be implemented, it also would serve as a direct attack on coal miners in Wyoming and Montana, who produce two-thirds of U.S. coal at a lower cost and with
fewer greenhouse gas emissions (thanks to western coal’s lower sulfur content). In 2015, 74 coal mines west of the Mississippi provided two-thirds of U.S. coal production, while 760 mines in the Midwest and Appalachian East – places like Illinois, Kentucky, and West Virginia – produced the remainder. It’s tough to make an “America First” argument when your primary target is red, white, and blue as well.
http://www.rstreet.org/op-ed/coal-subsidies-americas-worst-policy-idea/.

———————————-

Freedom of Information:

The Fifty-Year Rule: Its Use and Misuse
The Department of Defense and military agencies use the foreign policy exemption in Executive Order 13526 to deny or heavily excise documents that are well over 50 years old. According to Pentagon claims, declassifying information from that far back could cause significant harm to U.S. diplomacy. That many of the same documents have been declassified since the 1990s raises questions about the discernment of those agencies and whether they should be in a position to unilaterally substitute their judgment on U.S. diplomatic
necessities for the State Department’s.
Under Executive Order 13526 signed by President Barack Obama in December 2009, and still in effect, classified documents 50 years or older, must be declassified unless they include the names of confidential intelligence sources or information on weapons of mass destruction technology. The executive order includes an escape clause for the 50-year rule; under section 3.3 (h) (2), “in extraordinary cases” agencies can request permission to exempt “additional specific information.” In practice, this means, for example, that agencies
can use the standard Executive Order exemptions deny information. For example, Defense can apply Section 3.3 (b) (6) of the executive order to restrict old documents whose content would supposedly “reveal information, including foreign government information, that would cause serious harm to relations between the United States and a foreign government, or to ongoing diplomatic activities of the United States.” As it turns out, this gives the Pentagon authority that it has misused. In recent decisions on mandatory review cases,
Defense Department reviewers used the E.O. foreign policy exemption to deny or heavily excise documents that have been in the declassified public record for a number of years.
https://nsarchive.wordpress.com/2017/08/15/the-fifty-year-rule-its-use-and-misuse/.

Removal of animal welfare data from USDA site sparks FOIA requests
People who care about animal welfare are demanding information from USDA. “The Agriculture Department abruptly removed all animal welfare reports from its website in February, sparking public outcry, denouncements from Congress and a lawsuit. Six months later, we’re no closer to understanding exactly why the reports were taken down or when all might be restored. But recently published information shows one result of the records sweep: The agency has been inundated with Freedom of Information Act requests for the
documents, which include inspection and enforcement records about the treatment of animals at more than 10,000 dog-breeding operations, research labs, roadside zoos and other facilities. The USDA has cited privacy concerns and litigation for its decision to remove the online records. They were regularly accessed by animal protection advocates, who used them to monitor government enforcement of animal welfare laws, as well as by pet vendors, journalists and researchers. The agency says it has since restored thousands of the
inspection and annual reports to the website, but many more – including all inspections of dog breeders and show-horse events regulated by the Horse Protection Act – remain available only through a FOIA request, which can take months or years to be approved.”
https://www.bespacific.com/removal-of-animal-welfare-data-from-usda-site-sparks-foia-requests/.

Cambridge University Press accused of ‘selling its soul’ over Chinese censorship
The world’s oldest publishing house, Cambridge University Press, has been accused of being an accomplice to the Communist party’s bid to whitewash Chinese history after it agreed to purge hundreds of politically-sensitive articles from its Chinese website at the behest of Beijing’s censors. The publisher confirmed on Friday that it had complied with a Chinese request to block more than 300 articles from the China Quarterly, a leading China studies journal, in order “to ensure that other academic and educational materials we
publish remain available to researchers and educators” in China. A list of the blocked articles, published by CUP, shows they focus overwhelmingly on topics China’s one-party state regards as taboo, including the 1989 Tiananmen massacre, Mao Zedong’s catastrophic Cultural Revolution, Hong Kong’s fight for democracy and ethnic tensions in Xinjiang and Tibet.
In its statement, CUP insisted it was committed to freedom of thought and expression and had been “troubled by the recent increase in requests of this nature” from China. The publisher vowed to raise the issue with the “revelant agencies” in Beijing at an upcoming book fair. But on Saturday, as reports of the publisher’s move spread, it faced a growing outcry from academics and activists who called for the decision to be reversed.
Advertisement. “Pragmatic is one word, pathetic more apt,” tweeted Rory Medcalf, the head of the national security college at the Australian National University.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/19/cambridge-university-press-accused-of-selling-its-soul-over-chinese-censorship.
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Take Action!

Open Access Can’t Wait. Pass FASTR Now
When you pay for federally funded research, you should be allowed to read it. That’s the idea behind the Fair Access to Science and Technology Research Act (S.1701, H.R.3427), which was recently reintroduced in both houses of Congress.
FASTR was first introduced in 2013, and while it has strong support in both parties, it has never gained enough momentum to pass. We need to change that. Let’s tell Congress that passing an open access law should be a top priority.
The proposal is pretty simple: Under FASTR, every federal agency that spends more than $100 million on grants for research would be required to adopt an open access policy. The bill gives each agency flexibility to implement an open access policy suited to the work it funds, so long as research is available to the public after an “embargo period” of a year or less.
Take action here:
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/08/open-access-cant-wait-pass-fastr-now.

———————————-

Public Policy:

Bringing Transparency and Accountability to Private Prisons
One of the hallmarks of the first six months of the Trump administration has been its dramatic walkback of the federal role in protecting the civil rights of communities of color—with Attorney General Jeff Sessions leading the charge as head of the Department of Justice. On voting rights, hate crimes, federal criminal law and mass incarceration, police reform, immigration, and general civil rights enforcement, Sessions has moved swiftly since his February confirmation to overhaul DOJ and take the agency in disturbing new
directions. One of Sessions’ earliest acts was to make good on President Trump’s campaign rhetoric praising private prisons and bring them back to life in the federal correctional system. Sessions did so by ignoring a 2016 DOJ Inspector General finding that private prisons are less safe and secure and overturning an Obama directive that phased out their use.
It’s hard for Americans to know the full extent of the private prison problem because private prisons operate under a veil of secrecy by claiming exemption from public records laws that apply to government-operated facilities. Senator Ben Cardin of Maryland wants to do something about that, and on August 2 he introduced the Private Prison Information Act. People For the American Way joined OpenTheGovernment and more than two dozen other organizations on a letter that exposes the private prison transparency and
accountability crisis and supports Senator Cardin’s legislation.
http://www.pfaw.org/blog-posts/bringing-transparency-and-accountability-to-private-prisons/.

———————————-

Government:

TRAC’s New Web Tool Maps Cases Pending in Immigration Court
The Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse (TRAC) at Syracuse University has just released a brand new web mapping application that allows the public to examine for the very first time the number of individuals residing in each state, county, and local community within a county, who have pending cases before the Immigration Court. Using this new interactive web tool, the location of individuals involved in Immigration Court cases can be displayed based upon each individual’s recorded home address. Where the
individual is detained, the address shown may be that of the detention facility where the individual is being held. Users can therefore pinpoint with great precision just where cases are located throughout the country.
Currently pending court cases directly involve residents in 11,894 communities across the country. Indeed, a startling 2,507 separate counties in the United States—more than three out of every four counties (78%)—have residents with cases currently pending before the Immigration Court. And a total of 39 out of the 50 states have 1,000 or more residents now before the Immigration Court.
http://trac.syr.edu/immigration/reports/476/.

USDA Staff Were Coached Not to Say ‘Climate Change,’ Emails Show
Four days after President Donald Trump took the oath of office, an official at the Department of Agriculture sent an email, the first in a string of messages signaling to staff that the term “climate change” could soon be erased from the agency’s vocabulary. “It has become clear one of the previous administration’s priorities is not consistent with that of the incoming administration,” wrote Jimmy Bramblett, a deputy chief in the agency’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). “Namely, that priority is climate change. Please
visit with your staff and make them aware of this shift in perspective within the Executive Branch.”
Over the course of the next six months, Bramblett and other officials sent emails to staff, coaching them to avoid using the term “climate change” and instead use the term “weather extremes.” In one email, a department head suggested that the agency “remove or significantly alter” an internal survey and report in which staff discussed whether climate change is “human induced.”
The American Farm Bureau Federation, the industry’s powerful lobbying group, has cast doubt on the scientific consensus behind human-induced climate change, even as it has acknowledged that its members are battling its impacts. Those preferred terms—”variability” and “extremes”—have now migrated to the USDA, an agency run by Sonny Perdue, a former Georgia governor who has expressed doubts about the human impact on the climate.
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/07082017/usda-trump-ban-words-climate-change-agriculture-conservation-email.

———————————-

Libraries:

Nazi-looted books found in German libraries
A man in California holds a book in his hand. It contains a personal dedication from his former school teacher. The elderly man was the only member of his family to survive the Holocaust. Beyond a family photo and one item of clothing, the book is the only thing that he has from his former home country. He has tears in his eyes.
The book was recently returned to him, its rightful owner. “Such moments are truly filled with happiness, because we see that all of our work is really worth it,” says Uwe Hartmann, head of provenance research at the German Lost Art Foundation in Magdeburg.
The Lost Art Foundation has organized a program called “Initial Check” in order to enable the search for stolen books in smaller German libraries: The program has tasked three experienced provenance researchers to scour libraries in Saxony-Anhalt, and look for suspicious items. Their aim is to find out whether such inventory items are in fact looted goods.
Elena Kiesel is conducting research related to the Magdeburg City Library. The historian knows exactly which Jewish families or political parties in the region were dispossessed. “She has the lists compiled during earlier studies,” says librarian Cornelia Poenicke, referring to inventories put together after German reunification. In the early 1990s, researchers were looking at a completely different chapter in Germany’s history of confiscations – namely those of estate owners in the early stages of East Germany’s nascent communist
era. “In the end, she will go through the library’s shelves and look through the books, at least part of them,” adds Poenicke. “She won’t make it through all 80,000 volumes but she will make random samples.”
http://www.dw.com/en/nazi-looted-books-found-in-german-libraries/a-39984043.

———————————-

Open Data:

Mapping Public Lands in the United States
The Protected Areas Database of the United States (PAD-US) is the official inventory of public parks and other protected areas in all U.S. states and territories. The growing database contains more than three billion public land and marine acres managed by nearly 15,100 agencies and nongovernmental organizations, covering 200,000 separate parks and protected areas. PAD-US is a product of Core Science Analytics, Synthesis, and Library (CSAS&L) in the USGS Core Science Systems Mission Area.
What can you do with PAD-US? Explore the different types of public lands in the United States. National, state, regional, and local organizations all manage protected lands. From the PAD-US map you can identify protected areas managed by various federal agencies such as the Bureau of Land Management, the U.S. Forest Service, and the National Park Service. Or you can view information for recreational areas such as State Parks. If you need to prepare a map with public lands or conduct analysis involving public land
boundaries and designations you can access PAD-US data by download or through web services. You can also download printable maps.
Work by the Trust for Public Land is helping to fill in missing data for many urban area parks, data that will be shared with PAD-US by the end of 2018. The next update to PAD-US will be published in late 2017. This update builds on major improvements made in the 2016 release by providing an easier to use data structure that better manages overlapping designations (for example, Wilderness), along with extensive new data additions.
https://www.usgs.gov/news/mapping-public-lands-united-states.

———————————-

International Outlook:

Myanmar libraries after the ‘opening up’
Abstract: This article assesses the recent development of libraries in Myanmar and efforts to build the sector’s capacity leading up to and after the first democratic elections held in the country in nearly 50 years. Cyclone Nargis in 2008 is viewed as a ‘framing event’, which led to an increase in national and international projects to support development of Myanmar libraries in parallel with legal and policy reforms, and the strengthening of local actors including the Myanmar Library Association to coordinate and lead such activities.
Although in need of modernisation, networking and professional skills, the existence of a widespread number of all library types across the country provides an important foundation for further development. In a country that has made a rapid leap from limited to more widely available access to information and technology, the current status and readiness of libraries to support users in this transition is explored.
https://osf.io/preprints/socarxiv/zf76v.

———————————-

Privacy:

Court pits privacy versus safety in prescription drug case
The California Supreme Court just armed would be challengers to the state’s prescription drug tracking system. In 2014, the state’s doctor lobby, the California Medical Association, sued the state physician oversight board, the Medical Board of California, to bar it from using prescribing patterns as a way to police physicians. Dr. Alwin Lewis of Burbank, creator of the “Five Bite Diet” and the subject of a Medical Board investigation, also sued, and, in the process, attacked the board’s use of the Controlled Substance Utilization
Review and Evaluation System (CURES), saying the board had violated the privacy rights of Lewis’ patients.
Last month, the Supreme Court of California ruled that the Board was justified in using CURES to monitor Lewis. But if you read carefully what Justice Goodwin Liu wrote there is a new avenue that has opened up for the association or others interested in going after CURES. Let’s begin with the first mention of privacy in the ruling. Note that the court spoke out of both sides of its mouth:
“The question in this case is whether the Medical Board of California (Board) violated patients’ right to privacy under article I, section 1 of the California Constitution when it obtained data from CURES without a warrant or subpoena supported by good cause in the course of investigating the patients’ physician, Dr. Alwin Carl Lewis. We hold that it did not because, even assuming that accessing prescription records without good cause constitutes a significant intrusion on a legally protected privacy interest, the Board’s actions in
this case were justified.”
So, yes, your phones were tapped. But the government had good reason to do so. The problem with this will arise when another court down the road decides that the reason simply wasn’t good enough. Requiring the board to secure a warrant every time it wanted to get access to CURES would be too cumbersome and costly, but the board could secure more structural protections through a bill in the state legislature.
https://www.centerforhealthjournalism.org/2017/08/02/court-pits-privacy-versus-safety-prescription-drug-case.

———————————-

Publishing:

These Are the Most and Least Trusted Brands in News
A study of close to 9,000 people found that the most trusted source of news is The Economist, while the Occupy Democrats organization was the least trusted source.
The University of Missouri recently ran a questionnaire distributed by 28 newsrooms across the country. Those newsrooms asked their audiences to answer questions about the types of content they consume and how much they’re willing to pay for that content. About 67 percent of people who replied consider themselves likely or very likely to trust the news, which means nearly 33 percent of them are unlikely or very unlikely to trust the news.
Additionally, both white and liberal respondents were more likely to trust and pay for the news than non-white and conservative respondents. Older respondents were also more likely to pay for their news regardless of race or political leaning. [In the story] is a chart detailing the broad scope of trusted and not trusted news sources and brands, which includes vague terms like “social media” and “public television.” The highest scoring trusted sources were The Economist, public television and Reuters, while the least trusted sources
were Occupy Democrats, BuzzFeed and Breitbart [and Trump].
http://www.adweek.com/digital/these-are-the-most-and-least-trusted-brands-in-news/.

———————————-

Internet Access:

If Cable Won’t #UnlockTheBox, Why Would ISPs #ProtectNetNeutrality?
The recent Internet Day of Action for net neutrality illustrates how intensely consumers feel about net neutrality protections, as more than 50,000 people, websites, and organizations demonstrated in favor of a free and open internet. Many Internet Service Providers claim that they, too, want net neutrality, but with one exception: they don’t want any rules that can be enforced against them. Asking giant internet providers like Comcast to behave is, quite frankly, implausible given their history of anti-competitive behavior.
Ajit Pai, Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission, is moving quickly to repeal the 2015 net neutrality rules put in place by the Commission and the previous Chairman. Part of Chairman Pai’s proposal for replacing the rules includes asking broadband providers to pledge to uphold net neutrality through “voluntary commitments.” Although advocates of Chairman Pai’s proposal to replace net neutrality enforcement with “voluntary commitments” argue that these commitments are “binding,” these policies are often
dubious and shifting, providing internet service providers with flexibility to update and reconfigure the terms at any moment. Moreover, the likelihood of obtaining voluntary consensus without federal regulations incentivizing cable and internet providers is slim. Their history shows, unfortunately, that ISPs do not honor their voluntary commitments.
Big Cable’s #DitchTheBox proposal is one of the most recent examples of an industry’s inability to self-regulate in the absence of federal regulation, and many of the same companies offering pay-TV services are the same companies providing broadband internet. Big Cable developed the #DitchTheBox plan as an alternative to the FCC’s #UnlockTheBox proposal. The FCC’s #UnlockTheBox proposal would have allowed third-party manufacturers to create their own cable set-top box, saving consumers an estimated $231 dollars a
year. For years the cable and satellite TV industry fought to prevent TV customers from switching to online providers like Netflix and Hulu, so the FCC’s war to liberate consumers’ cable boxes was met with Big Cable’s #DitchTheBox retaliation. This plan simply served to mislead viewers and regulators into trusting that cable companies would provide consumers with free apps to watch TV rather than making them pay monthly fees for cable boxes. Ironically, Chairman Pai’s rationale behind his net neutrality agenda is
undermined by the dissent he authored during the #UnlockTheBox proceedings.
https://www.publicknowledge.org/news-blog/blogs/if-cable-wont-unlockthebox-why-would-isps-protectnetneutrality.

Maybe Americans don’t need fast home Internet service, FCC suggests
By saying mobile is good enough, FCC could find that deployment problem is solved. Americans might not need a fast home Internet connection, the Federal Communications Commission suggests in a new document. Instead, mobile Internet via a smartphone might be all people need. The suggestion comes in the FCC’s annual inquiry into broadband availability. Section 706 of the Telecommunications Act requires the FCC to determine whether broadband (or more formally, “advanced telecommunications capability”) is being
deployed to all Americans in a reasonable and timely fashion. If the FCC finds that broadband isn’t being deployed quickly enough to everyone, it is required by law to “take immediate action to accelerate deployment of such capability by removing barriers to infrastructure investment and by promoting competition in the telecommunications market.”
Last year, the FCC updated its analysis with a conclusion that Americans need home and mobile access. Because home Internet connections and smartphones have different capabilities and limitations, Americans should have access to both instead of just one or the other, the FCC concluded under then-Chairman Tom Wheeler. But with Republican Ajit Pai now in charge, the FCC seems poised to change that policy by declaring that mobile broadband with speeds of 10Mbps downstream and 1Mbps upstream is all one needs. In
doing so, the FCC could conclude that broadband is already being deployed to all Americans in a reasonable and timely fashion, and thus the organization would take fewer steps to promote deployment and competition. Although the FCC might conclude that mobile broadband can replace a cable or fiber connection, the commission also says consumers can’t expect mobile to be as fast. “We anticipate that any speed benchmark we set [for mobile] would be lower than the 25Mbps/3Mbps benchmark adopted for fixed broadband
services, given differing capabilities of mobile broadband,” the FCC said.
https://arstechnica.com/information-technology/2017/08/maybe-americans-dont-need-fast-home-internet-service-fcc-suggests/.
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Take Action!:

California: Restore Our Online Privacy Rights
Internet users in California have to speak up now if they want to reclaim the online privacy protections stripped away by Congress earlier this year.
A California bill sponsored by Assembly member Ed Chau, A.B. 375, would reinstate online privacy rules that would keep ISPs like AT&T, Comcast, and Verizon from selling information about what you do online without your permission. Californians need to call their state senators now to see these online privacy protections restored.
Congress narrowly voted earlier this year to repeal the FCC’s online privacy rules that kept ISPs from selling information about what you do online without your permission. Because of the way Congress repealed those rules, the FCC can’t put similar privacy protections in place going forward. And the current legal landscape means that no other federal agency may be able to clearly police ISPs’ bad behavior when it comes to online privacy.
That’s why state legislators are taking up the charge, and it’s crucial that California lawmakers move ahead with this legislation.
Tell your state senator to support A.B. 375 and restore our Internet privacy protections.
Take action here:
https://act.eff.org/action/california-restore-our-online-privacy-rights.

———————————-

Freedom of Information:

The War on the Freedom of Information Act
A conservative group is resisting congressional efforts to kneecap FOIA. The health-care clusterfudge continues. Senator John McCain has brain cancer. President Trump throws another public tantrum. Russia, Russia, Russia. That about covers the Big Political Headlines of the week. Now for something really sexy: the creeping assault on the Freedom of Information Act. FOIA is what enables regular people to pester powerful federal agencies into handing over information about what they’ve been up to. FOIA’s website calls it “the
law that keeps citizens in the know about their government.” Though a tad grandiose, that characterization is pretty much accurate. And never has such a tool been quite so vital as with the current White House, which has adopted a policy of unabashedly lying about pretty much everything.
It’s hardly surprising then that government accountability groups balked when, in early April, House Financial Services Chairman Jeb Hensarling directed multiple agencies under his committee’s jurisdiction to start classifying all communications with the committee as official “congressional records” not subject to FOIA. Hensarling’s letter to Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin wound up in the press for all to peruse. The chairman indeed appears intent on sweeping all agency communications with his committee out of the public
eye. (I reached out to multiple Republican Finance staffers about this. No one responded.) This would include not just memos to or from the committee or documents generated by an agency in response to a committee request. Hensarling also wants to reclassify pre-existing agency records that are compiled and sent over to the Hill for any reason.
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/07/the-war-on-the-freedom-of-information-act/534489/.

Judge Orders FBI to Release Docs on 1950s-Era Anti-Gay Purge
A U.S. District Court judge in Washington on July 28 handed down a ruling ordering the FBI to search for and release thousands of documents it initially said it could not find or declined to release that pertain to an anti-gay “purge” in the 1950s that resulted in the firing of thousands of gay federal employees. Judge Royce C. Lamberth’s ruling came in response to a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit filed last year by the Mattachine Society of Washington, D.C., an LGBT rights group that called on the FBI to release all
government documents in its possession generated by a 1953 executive order issued by President Dwight Eisenhower.
Known as Executive Order 10450, the order gave the FBI and federal agency heads the authority to investigate and dismiss federal employees linked to “sexual perversion.” Historians knowledgeable in LGBT history say that term was a pretext used to purge gays from the government. Mattachine Society President Charles Francis said the group filed its lawsuit after the FBI balked at releasing and searching for thousands of documents the group requested in what the lawsuit says was a violation of the Freedom of Information Act.
http://www.pridesource.com/article.html?article=82347.

Accreditors Can Keep Their Hospital Inspection Reports Secret, Feds Decide
Federal health officials have backed down from a controversial proposal that would have required private accreditors to publicly release reports about errors, mishaps and mix-ups in the nation’s hospitals and health care facilities. The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services had proposed in April that accreditors publicly detail problems they find during inspections of hospitals and other medical facilities, as well as the steps being taken to fix them. Nearly nine in 10 hospitals are directly overseen by these accreditors, not the
government.
But in a notice released Wednesday afternoon, the government withdrew the proposal. CMS said that federal law prohibits the agency from disclosing the results of inspections performed by the accrediting organizations and that the proposal –
though it required accreditors, not the agency, to release the reports – “may appear as if CMS was attempting to circumvent” the law.
Leah Binder, president and CEO of The Leapfrog Group, a coalition of employers that advocates for quality and transparency in health care, criticized the CMS decision to back down. “This is disgraceful, unfair to patients as well as employers and other purchasers of health care,” she said in an email. “The public deserves full transparency on how the health care industry performs. Instead, transparency has been sacrificed to accommodate special interests that lobby to avoid disclosing embarrassing information about health care
quality.”
https://www.propublica.org/article/accreditors-can-keep-their-hospital-inspection-reports-secret-feds-decide.

———————————-

Public Policy:

Bi-partisan bill would support library wi-fi
Earlier this week, the Advancing Innovation and Reinvigorating Widespread Access to Viable Electromagnetic Spectrum (AIRWAVES) Act, S. 1682, was introduced by Senators Cory Gardner (R-CO) and Maggie Hassan (D-NH). As described by Sen. Hassan, “The bipartisan AIRWAVES Act will help ensure that there is an adequate supply of spectrum for licensed and unlicensed use, which in turn will enhance wireless services to our people, stimulate our economy, and spur innovation.” Senator Gardner stated, “This legislation
offers innovative ways to avoid a spectrum crunch, pave the way for 5G services, and provide critical resources to rural America.” The legislation would encourage a more efficient use of spectrum, the airwaves over which signals and data travel, while helping to close the urban-rural digital gap.
Specifically, The AIRWAVES Act would direct the Federal Communications Commission to free up unused or underused spectrum currently assigned to government users for commercial providers to expand their broadband offerings and for the expansion of services like Wi-Fi. The auctioned spectrum would include low-band, mid-band, and high-band frequencies, enabling the deployment of a variety of new wireless technologies. It also includes a proposal to auction other spectrum and would require that 10 percent of the
auction proceeds be dedicated to funding wireless infrastructure projects in unserved and underserved rural areas.
http://www.districtdispatch.org/2017/08/bi-partisan-bill-support-library-wi-fi/.

———————————-

Privacy:

Saving face: Facebook wants access without limits
When Chicago resident Carlo Licata joined Facebook in 2009, he did what the 390 million other users of the world’s largest social network had already done: He posted photos of himself and friends, tagging the images with names. But what Licata, now 34, didn’t know was that every time he was tagged, Facebook stored his digitized face in its growing database. Angered this was done without his knowledge, Licata sued Facebook in 2015 as part of a class action lawsuit filed in Illinois state court accusing the company of violating
a one-of-a-kind Illinois law that prohibits collection of biometric data without permission. The suit is ongoing.
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Facebook denied the charges, arguing the law doesn’t apply to them. But behind the scenes, the social network giant is working feverishly to prevent other states from enacting a law like the one in Illinois.
Since the suit was filed, Facebook has stepped up its state lobbying, according to records and interviews with lawmakers. But rather than wading into policy fights itself, Facebook has turned to lower-profile trade groups such as the Internet Association, based in Washington, D.C., and the Illinois-based trade association CompTIA to head off bills that would give users more control over how their likenesses are used or whom they can be sold to. That effort is part of a wider agenda. Tech companies, whose business model is based on
collecting data about its users and using it to sell ads, frequently oppose consumer privacy legislation. But privacy advocates say Facebook is uniquely aggressive in opposing all forms of regulation on its technology.
And the strategy has been working. Bills that would have created new consumer data protections for facial recognition were proposed in at least five states this year – Washington, Montana, New Hampshire, Connecticut and Alaska – but all failed, except the Washington bill, which passed only after its scope was limited.
https://www.publicintegrity.org/node/21027.

———————————-

Publishing:

Zines defy death by digital
The subterranean arcade under Flinders Street Station seems the ideal place for a thriving underground artistic community. A sheltered location for a niche industry that has defied the worldwide magazine publishing trend. Zines live here – the low-cost, low-fi, handcrafted and independent print publications – bucking the trend of death by digital. Ironically, it is the internet that has helped this publishing alternative to thrive.
“Zines are always made for love and not for profit,” says Luke Sinclair, one of the founders of the arcade’s Sticky Institute. Sticky is a store that specialises in zines and Sinclair has been making the publications for 20 years. During that time, he has watched the zine community in Melbourne flourish, and witnessed its work become more widely recognised as an art and literary form, one that presents an alternative snapshot of society. “Every day there’s piles of stuff coming in, 20 to 25 new titles each week. We could be 10 times
the size,” says Sinclair. “Instead of the internet killing zines, all of a sudden it was really easy to get zines because you could go online … instead of destroying them, it all worked to feed them,” says Sinclair.
It certainly caught the attention of Des Cowley, the State Library of Victoria’s rare printed collections manager. Under Cowley’s eye, the State Library started collecting zines in the late ’90s, as part of its mandate to preserve the print heritage of Victoria. It has 10,000 zines now in its Swanston Street home, which Cowley says is the largest collection “by far” in Australia. It may help future scholars unravel parts of late 20th-century life and culture. “History will judge whether collecting them was a good idea,” Cowley says.
“Imagine if we had a vast amount of personal rants and statements about things people loved and hated from the 1890s in Melbourne. Historians would be all over it.”
http://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/books/zines-defy-death-by-digital-20140613-zs78g.html.

Elsevier Acquires bepress
Today, Elsevier announces its acquisition of bepress. In a move entirely consistent with its strategy to pivot beyond content licensing to preprints, analytics, workflow, and decision-support, Elsevier is now a major if not the foremost single player in the institutional repository landscape. If successful, and there are some risks, this acquisition will position Elsevier as an increasingly dominant player in preprints, continuing its march to adopt and coopt open access.
The acquisition target is a company with an interesting history and product portfolio. Like SSRN, Elsevier’s last major acquisition of a standalone company, bepress was founded by academics who saw opportunities to transform scholarly communications. In both cases, they have profited richly from their vision.
Originally started by scholars at Berkeley in the fields of law and economics as Berkeley Electronic Press, bepress was first established to publish journals with improved time to publication using an innovative incentive structure to reward peer reviewers. The journals portfolio grew to 67 titles and was sold in 2011 to DeGruyter. Today, bepress is focused not on journal publishing but on the infrastructure of scholarly communication and showcasing scholarship. When I asked him yesterday to define the company, CEO Jean-Gabriel
Bankier began by saying, “We build research showcases.”
Elsevier has moved to become a substantial player in the gold open access marketplace, by its own account the second largest publisher of open access articles. While some efforts to transition national site licenses to hybrid publishing agreements have been fraught, this may be little more than transitional pains. Consortial cancellations and threats to do so notwithstanding, Elsevier’s science business remains strong. While the largest publisher, Elsevier has relatively close competitors, and as SpringerNature merges its two content
bundles together in library sales and better integrates its open offerings it is worth watching closely.
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2017/08/02/elsevier-acquires-bepress/.

———————————-

International Outlook:

Under Near-Constant Assault, Ukraine Is Desperately Trying to Bolster Its Cyber Defenses
It bears the brunt of many hacks that target the wider world, like the recent NotPetya attack. But it also struggles in the face of something more troubling: not once, but twice, parts of the country have been plunged into darkness as a result of hackers taking aim at the nation’s energy infrastructure.
These aren’t the kind of hacks that mean tech-savvy folks need to change their login credentials, but precursors to something far more serious: potentially devastating and life-threatening infrastructure disruptions that could leave thousands or millions of people without electricity or other utilities. As Wired recently explained, some of the attacks targeted at the Ukraine are likely to be tests by Russia as it perfects tools to use in larger-scale cyberwar.
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/608475/under-near-constant-assault-ukraine-is-desperately-trying-to-bolster-its-cyber-defenses/.

———————————-

Intellectual Property:

Trademark for n-word, swastika filed after legal ruling
Inspired by a recent Supreme Court ruling, two entrepreneurs offended by the n-word filed to trademark the epithet to keep it out of the hands of racists. The court ruled in June that disparaging words can receive trademark protection. It said rejecting disparaging trademarks violates the First Amendment, clearing the way for an Asian-American rock group called the Slants to trademark its name – and for the Washington Redskins’ maligned moniker to stay protected as well.
Steve Maynard, an Alexandria, Va., attorney, and Curtis Bordenave of Columbus, Miss., filed to trademark a variation of the n-word the same day the court decision came down. Bordenave sought use of the term in “retail store services featuring clothing, books, music and general merchandise,” among other uses, according to one of his trademark applications.
His goal: To prevent racist groups from making money from the word. “If an individual organization tries to use it to gain finances for their organization … that is not something we think is right, we’re going to protect our mark,” he said. Bordenave, 47, said he was inspired to “censor” the n-word because of his experiences as a black man living in the South, particularly when a police officer in New Orleans used the slur during a traffic stop nearly two decades ago. “I was so humiliated, embarrassed,” he said. “For him to talk to me
in that way in front of my children was a real big problem.” Maynard, who also filed to trademark the Nazi swastika, said he wanted to quash hate by getting the rights to it. “We hope to flood the market with T-shirts and clothing and end up opening up a discussion,” said Maynard, who described himself as “having a light skin tone,” but was reluctant to disclose his skin color because of threats he said he has received related to his trademark application.
Gene Quinn, founder of the intellectual property blog IP Watchdog, said trademarking epithets to limit their use was a “laudable purpose,” but difficult to achieve. To be maintained, trademarks must be used in interstate commerce, he said, and are awarded in different classes, such as clothing, food or video games. Anyone trying to erase these words from the marketplace would simultaneously need to put them into the marketplace. “I doubt they’re going to want to use the n-word in commerce themselves,” he said. “If they’re going
down this path, they’re going to be in real trouble.”
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/ct-trademark-n-word-swastika-20170801-story.html.

———————————-

Libraries:

Millennials are the ones keeping libraries alive
Long live the public library! It’s not dead yet. The internet hasn’t rendered physical reference centers obsolete, thanks to millennials. According to a new analysis of Pew Research Center data on US library attendance, millennials more than other generations appear to have a use for physical libraries. They may not always come for the books, but the country’s youngest adults show up. That works out well because librarians have been designing with them in mind.
Pew researchers surveyed a nationally representative population of 1,600 Americans in 2016. It found that millennials—arguably the first generation to grow up online-use public libraries more than other, older adults. More than half-53% of survey respondents ages 18-35 visited a public library or bookmobile within the previous year. That’s not bad for a tech-obsessed bunch deemed lost to the screen. It’s notable too that the results did not include attendance at academic libraries. That means millennials answering affirmatively
weren’t college students referring to campus institutions, which would naturally skew the outcome. By comparison, only 45% of disaffected gen-Xers (36-51 years old) and 43% of enthusiastic baby boomers (52-70 years old) visited a public reference center in the 12 months prior to being surveyed.
Today’s library is a location of exchange and illumination, not somber contemplation, and it reflects a community’s values. In Berkeley, California that means being green—the Berkeley Public Library’s West Branch has won numerous awards for its zero-net-energy construction that’s efficient, aesthetic, and sunlit—an illuminated design, literally and figuratively. Gloomy, quiet rooms with tall stacks of shelves packed with books are unfashionable. The hip library is bright and cheery, with open areas where talk is encouraged and
groups can exchange freely, sometimes called “learning commons.”
https://qz.com/1039294/millennials-are-the-ones-keeping-libraries-alive/.
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Publishing

Sci-Hub’s Cache of Pirated Papers Is So Big, Subscription Journals Are Doomed, Data Analyst Suggests

“There is no doubt that Sci-Hub, the infamous—and, according to a U.S. court, illegal—online repository of pirated research papers, is enormously popular. (See Science’s investigation last year of who is downloading papers from Sci-Hub.) But just how enormous is its repository? That is the question biodata scientist Daniel Himmelstein at the University of Pennsylvania and colleagues recently set out to answer, after an assist from Sci-Hub.”

“Their findings, published in a preprint on the PeerJ journal site on 20 July, indicate that Sci-Hub can instantly provide access to more than two-thirds of all scholarly articles, an amount that Himmelstein says is “even higher” than he anticipated. For research papers protected by a paywall, the study found Sci-Hub’s reach is greater still, with instant access to 85% of all papers published in subscription journals. For some major publishers, such as Elsevier, more than 97% of their catalog of journal articles is being stored on Sci-Hub’s
servers—meaning they can be accessed there for free.”

http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2017/07/sci-hub-s-cache-pirated-papers-so-big-subscription-journals-are-doomed-data-analyst

The Fair Access to Science & Technology Research Act (FASTR)

“The bipartisan Fair Access to Science and Technology Research Act (FASTR) was introduced in the US House of Representatives on July 26, 2017. Co-sponsored by Representatives Kevin Yoder (R-KS-3), Mike Doyle (D-PA-14), and Zoe Lofgren, (D-CA-19), FASTR will accelerate scientific discovery and fuel innovation by making articles reporting on publicly funded scientific research freely accessible online for anyone to read and build upon.”

“Every year, the federal government funds over sixty billion dollars in basic and applied research, and most of this funding is concentrated within 11 departments/agencies. This research results in a significant number of articles being published each year—approximately 100,000 papers are published annually as result of NIH funding alone. Because U.S. taxpayers directly fund this research, they have a right to expect that its distribution and use will be maximized, and that they themselves will have access to it.”

https://sparcopen.org/our-work/fastr/

—————–

Search

U.S. Federal Documents Program Update

Federal Documents within the HathiTrust Digital Library, as of July 1, 2017

422,616 bibliographic records
1,044,551 separate digital objects
397,067 monographs
25,206 serial titles
Searchable U.S. Federal Documents collection

“HathiTrust and Michigan staff have developed a new access point for federal documents within HathiTrust, the U.S. Federal Documents collection. This new collection enables users to search and browse a set limited to only federal documents in HathiTrust.”

“Items included in the collection were identified as federal documents via metadata, using the same parameters as in our earlier Federal Documents Collection Profile. Going forward, the collection will be actively curated and maintained by HathiTrust staff. As new digital federal documents come into HathiTrust, they will be added to the collection if they meet our criteria.”

https://www.hathitrust.org/u-s-federal-documents-program-update-july-2017

—————–

Community Resources

Find Summer Meals in Your Community

“Nutritious free meals are available for children and teens 18 and younger at many locations throughout the nation throughout the summer while school is out of session. Use the mapping tool below to find a site near you.”

https://www.fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks

Helping People in a Crisis

“In times of crisis, access to timely, actionable information is crucial. Working alongside trained responders and volunteers on the ground, technology plays a vital role in providing information to help keep you and loved ones safe and informed. SOS alerts is a new set of features in Google Search and Maps to help you quickly understand what’s going on and decide what to do during a crisis.”

“During a crisis, you may see an SOS Alert at the top of search results when searching for the incident or location. You’ll see maps, top stories and—when available—authoritative local information such as emergency phone numbers, websites, and translations of useful phrases. Depending on how close you are to the affected area, you may also get a notification on your mobile device that directs you to this information.”

https://www.blog.google/products/search/helping-people-crisis/

—————–

Freedom of Information

FOIA Lawsuit Filers Among Nonprofits/Advocacy Groups

“This is a sortable list of nonprofit and advocacy organizations who have filed FOIA federal lawsuits since FY 2001. Select period to change cases displayed. Click on the link to view details on each of these lawsuits, including full court docket information for each case. Click on heading to sort by that column. Please email us if you know of a FOIA case that should be added.”

http://foiaproject.org/plaintiff-nonprofit/

—————–
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Search

National Archives Begins Online Release of JFK Assassination Records

” July 24, 2017 – Today at 8 a.m., the National Archives released a group of documents (the first of several expected releases), along with 17 audio files, previously withheld in accordance with the JFK Assassination Records Collection Act of 1992. The materials released today are available online only. Access to the original paper records will occur at a future date.”

“Highlights of this release include 17 audio files of interviews of Yuri Nosenko, a KGB officer who defected to the United States in January 1964. Nosenko claimed to have been the officer in charge of the KGB file on Lee Harvey Oswald during Oswald’s time in the Soviet Union. The interviews were conducted in January, February, and July of 1964.”

https://aotus.blogs.archives.gov/2017/07/24/national-archives-begins-online-release-of-jfk-assassination-records/

The Real “Black Box” Dilemma of Legacy Legal Research Tools

“Recently, while following coverage from the 2017 Center for Computer-Assisted Legal Instruction (CALI) conference, I came across this blog post from the LII blog. It put me on to University of Colorado Law Library Director Susan Nevelow Mart’s study, “The Algorithm as a Human Artifact: Implications for Legal {Re}Search.” Mart tested search query performance across the six legacy services: Casetext, Fastcase, Google Scholar, Lexis Advance, Ravel and Westlaw. I was blown away by the study’s findings.”

“The good here is that this study put the six legacy services to the test. The goal of the article was, ‘in part, a call for more algorithmic accountability.’ This search for great accountability was interesting, as it mirrored one of the greatest criticism folks have towards AI — that they can’t trust the ‘black box’ nature of some machine learning techniques. What always puzzled me was the fact that everyone is currently living with mysterious black boxes when it comes to legal research due to the unknown human-made decisions that go
into how results are shown when searching on any legacy legal research software tool.”

https://www.llrx.com/2017/07/the-real-black-box-dilemma-of-legacy-legal-research-tools/

—————–

Publishing

Major German Universities Cancel Elsevier Contracts

“In Germany, the fight for open access and favorable pricing for journals is getting heated. At the end of last month (June 30), four major academic institutions in Berlin announced that they would not renew their subscriptions with the Dutch publishing giant Elsevier once they end this December. Then on July 7, nine universities in Baden-Württemberg, another large German state, also declared their intention to cancel their contracts with the publisher at the end of 2017.”

“These institutions join around 60 others across the country that allowed their contracts to expire last year.”

http://www.the-scientist.com/?articles.view/articleNo/49906/title/Major-German-Universities-Cancel-Elsevier-Contracts/

—————–

Privacy

‘I’ve Got Nothing to Hide’ and Other Misunderstandings of Privacy

“In this short essay, written for a symposium in the San Diego Law Review, Professor Daniel Solove examines the nothing to hide argument. When asked about government surveillance and data mining, many people respond by declaring: “I’ve got nothing to hide.” According to the nothing to hide argument, there is no threat to privacy unless the government uncovers unlawful activity, in which case a person has no legitimate justification to claim that it remain private. The nothing to hide argument and its variants are quite
prevalent, and thus are worth addressing. In this essay, Solove critiques the nothing to hide argument and exposes its faulty underpinnings.”

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=998565

—————–

Freedom of Information

The War on the Freedom of Information Act

“The health-care clusterfudge continues. Senator John McCain has brain cancer. President Trump throws another public tantrum. Russia, Russia, Russia.”

“That about covers the Big Political Headlines of the week. Now for something really sexy: the creeping assault on the Freedom of Information Act.”

“Stop right there! No clicking over to that Tucker Carlson YouTube rant. This is another one of those ticky-tacky, below-the-radar issues that may sound like a nonprescription substitute for Ambien but is, practically speaking, super important—especially in the Age of Trump.”

“FOIA is what enables regular people to pester powerful federal agencies into handing over information about what they’ve been up to. FOIA’s website calls it “the law that keeps citizens in the know about their government.” Though a tad grandiose, that characterization is pretty much accurate. And never has such a tool been quite so vital as with the current White House, which has adopted a policy of unabashedly lying about pretty much everything.”

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/07/the-war-on-the-freedom-of-information-act/534489/

—————–
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Privacy

Public Knowledge Urges FCC to Investigate Verizon Customer Data Breach

“Today, reports indicate that one of Verizon’s business partners, Nice Systems, exposed millions of Verizon customer records. According to ZDNet, “as many as 14 million records of subscribers who called [Verizon’s] customer services in the past six months were found on an unprotected Amazon S3 storage server” controlled by a Nice Systems employee, with data available for public download. Public Knowledge urges the Federal Communications Commission to investigate this breach in customer data security and take
appropriate enforcement action.”

https://www.publicknowledge.org/press-release/public-knowledge-urges-fcc-to-investigate-verizon-customer-data-breach/

—————–

Search

Textise

“Textise is a new way of looking at the Web. It’s an Internet tool that removes everything from a web page except for its text. In practice, this means that images, forms, scripts, pretty fonts, they all go, leaving plain text. What’s really cool, though, is that links are retained, although these are no ordinary links: click one and you’re transported to another text-only page, and that page leads to another, and another, and another… You stay in Textise’s world until you click the ‘Back To Original Page’ link.”

“Because forms are removed by Textise, you might think that searching isn’t possible. Well, think again – the Textise home page allows you to search using a variety of popular search engines (Bing, Google and Yahoo) and display the results in a text-only format. Plus, Textise can optionally display a search box on some sites (BBC, Metacritric, YouTube and many others – see this blog post for the full list).”

https://textise.wordpress.com/about-textise/
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“Easily discover books and ebooks available at your local library!”

“As you browse books and e-books, the Library Extension can check your library’s online catalog and display the availability of that item on the same page.”

https://www.libraryextension.com/

—————–

Publishing

Biology’s Roiling Debate Over Publishing Research Early

“Five years ago, Daniel MacArthur set out to build a massive library of human gene sequences—one of the biggest ever. The 60,706 raw sequences, collected from colleagues all over the globe, took up a petabyte of memory. It was the kind of flashy, blockbuster project that would secure MacArthur a coveted spot in one of science’s top three journals, launching his new lab at the Broad Institute into the scientific spotlight. But before all that happened, he did something that counted as an act of radicalism in the world of biology: He
put it on the internet.”

“Posting scientific papers online before peer review—in so-called preprint archives—isn’t a new idea. Physicists have been publishing their work this way, free to the public, for decades. But for biologists, preprints are uncharted territory. And that territory is rapidly expanding as academia and its big-time funders shift toward a culture of openness. As preprints become more popular, they’re throwing the field into a state of uncertainty.”

https://www.wired.com/story/biologys-roiling-debate-over-publishing-preprint-research-early
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