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. CMH will tell the story of the US Army in World War 1 with the release of new historical content (a
combination of original documents, photographs, maps, and audio/video clips) every month, week, and
day via the website and through social media channels.

2. The story of the US Army in WWI will be told in four parts organized into thirty chapters.

. CMH will publish one chapter each month from January 2017 to May 2019, with the events of that
chapter designed to coincide as closely as possible to the historical events that occurred a century
earlier.
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Prologue: The World War 1 Centennial Program
Section 2: The Historical Plan for the WWI website . The WWI Era

1. CMH will tell the story of the US Army in World War 1 with the release of new historical content (a
combination of original documents, photographs, maps, and audio/video clips) every month, week, and
day via the website and through social media channels.

. The story of the US Army in WW!I1 will be told in four parts organized into thirty chapters.

. CMH will publish one chapter each month from January 2017 to May 2019, with the events of that
chapter designed to coincide as closely as possible to the historical events that occurred a century
earlier.

Part 1: The Pre-War Army, Jan 1903-Mar 1917
Four Chapters: Dec 2016-Mar 2017

Part 2: Preparing for War, Apr-Nov 1917

Eight Chapters: Apr 2017-Nov 2017

Part 3: On the Western Front, Dec 1917-Nov 1918
Twelve Chapters: Dec 2017-Nov 2018

Part 4: Post-War Duties, Nov 1918-Jan 1923
Six Chapters: Dec 2018-May 2019
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Prologue: The World War 1 Centennial Program
Section 2: The Historical Plan for the WWI website The WWI Era

Part 1: The Pre-War Army, Jan 1903-Mar 1917

Chapter 1: Army Reforms (Jan 2017)

» Reorganization of the Army, 1903-16

Chapter 2: The Pre-War Regular Army (Jan 2017)

. Army life, training, equipment, installations 1903-16
Chapter 3: Citizen Soldiers (Feb 2017)

» National Guard and Coast Artillery, 1903-16
Chapter 4: Interventions in Mexico (Mar 2017)

» Expeditions of 1911, 1914, and 1916

a2 Travel, Educatior
_‘—Qf-“*" and Advancement.

US Army Center of Military History




Chapter 4: The Mexican Expedition Sec 2: Panche Villa's Raid
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Excerpt from The Punitive Expedition Report by Maj. Gen. John J. Pershing, 10 October 1916

March 8,- The Villa forces left the Boce&s Grandes Ranch Camp at 5:00 p.m.,
March 7, and followed a trail leading almost dus north for about six miles,
thence east for threc miles to & ravim , arriving there at about 10:30 p.m.
The purpose of this move was to eliminate the chances of their presence belng
knowvn. Lieut-Colonel Gipriano Varfas, of Villa's staff and om other officer
were detached on patrol duty during the afternoon to proceed to Columbus, for
observation purposes. The advisability of attacking Columbus, N.M., was dis-
cussed by the leaders in view of the escaps of the three cow-boys from the
Bocas Grandes Ranch and the probability of their warning the garrison. Villa
has alreedy disclosed his attitude as opposed to proceedinz with the expedition.
Villa has decided on no definite plan as yet and awaits the return and report
of Vargas. The dry camp in the ravime was left at about 5:00 a.m., and
after an hour's march in a southeasterly direction the Bocas Grandes River
was reached at a point about five miles east of Boces Grandes Ranch, near
the junction of the Bocas Grande-Polomas road and river, where camp was
made. At about noon the Vargas' patrol arrived with the information that the
imerican garrison at Columbus consisted of only about thirty men, that at 3:30
a.,m, thet morning he had no encountered outguerds snd that no one had been
seen enroute. Desplte this favorable report of the condition at Columbus,
Villa was undecided, fearing that the attack, if made, would not be the sur-
prise he had planned. Many of the other leaders were also opposed to the
attack, but remeined mute construing their Chief's opposition to the attack Col. H. J. Slocum,
as a feint to test their own courage. Villa being pressed for a decisicn by commander of the 13th U.S.
& nunber of leaders who favored the attack, at about 2:00 a.m. consented to Cavalry stationed at
attack Columbus at daylight March 9; the necessary orders for the march were Columbus in March 1916
issued and the plan of atteck discussed by the assembled leaders.

US Army Center of Military History



Part 1: The Pre-War Army, Jan 1903-Apr 1917
Chapter 3: Citizen Soldiers Section 3: Marksmanship in the National Guard
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| Part 1: The Pre-War Army, Jan 1903-Apr 1917
Chapter 4: The Mexican Expedition Sec 2: Panche Villa's Raid Tlle WWI EI'EI
Mixing newspaper headlines with primary,
SOUCES The leaders were
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gharged witili TOeil oWl wouddod, oo a5 wnesSe arrived irom vaoée town they wers
strapped end tied to their mounts. Cerventes Joined at about 7:30 o'clock a.m.,
when the retreat of the Villistas into Mexico began in earnest, but with great
confusion, Villa, in person, with an escort of about thirty men occupled a
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VILLA SCATTERS HIS BANDITS:
CLASH AT THE BORDER FEARED|

ridge about three miles southeast of Columbus in order to cover the retreat

of groups that had been delayed. The retreat was continued to the north bank
of the Bocas Grandes River at a point about one mile west of Vade de Fusiles,
whieh was reached at about 1:00 p.m. Orders for a halt were here given; the
horses were unsaddled and an effort made to check the losses. Villa, in per-
son, made the check assisted by Manuel Baca and Ramon Tarango; he there announ-
ced that about one hundred men were unaccounted for as killed, wounded or
missinz. Twenty-six wounied had been brought away and among them were "General®
Pablo Lopez and Lisut-Colonel Chavez; both were so seriously injured that they
had to be carried on litters. Chavez was thought to be espeecially in a criti-
cal condition; the bullet heving lodged on his left side. Villa himself ex-
tracted it with his pocket knife., The march was resumed at 2:30 o'clock p.m.
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Chapter 1: Army Reforms: Section 7: Maps and Overlays
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Excerpt from “The 1st Division
Summary of Operations in the
World War”

Amarican Battlefiald Monuments Commission, 1944,

Upon completion of the first phase of training, the 1st
Division was ordered, on October 6, 1917, to make the necessary
arrangements with the French 18th Division, French IX Corps,
for a 10-day tour in the front line for each infantry and artillery
battalion. While occupying the front line, each battalion was
to become an integral part of the regiment with which it was
serving. [6]

On October 20, in accordance with these orders, the 1st
Battalions of the four infantry regiments of the division entered
the Sommerviller Sector, in Lorraine, about 3o kilometers east
of Nancy. It was while in this sector that the first Germaan raid
against American troops was made. In the course of this raid
the first American soldiers were killed in action in a front-line
engagement of the World War and the first American soldiers
were taken prisoner by the enemy. [11]

On October 23 the first clements occupied front-line positiona,
relieving French units. On the night of November 2-3 the 2d
Batralion, 16th Infantry, entered the front line in the subsector
held by the French 77th Infantry,about 3 kilometers northeast
of Bathelémont-les-Bauzemont. The order of battle was:

CENTERS OF RESISTANCE

Artois

Company F,
16th Infantry

Yier
Elements of French

77th Infantry

Aero
Company G,
16th Efmntry

Company H, 16th Infantry, armed with machine guns, was
distributed among the units in the subsector. [7, 8, 9, 19]

In the Artois center of resistance, Company F placed the 1st
Platoon in Est trench, facing northeast, while the 2d and 3d
Platoons held Boyau Nord, facing north. The 1st Platoon

Drirections: To here - From here

placed three sentry posts of five men cach about 100 meters
northeast of Est trench, at P1, P2 and P3. Est trench was
garrisoned by 20 men divided into three groups. The artillery
support consisted of French and American units under French
command. All agencics of communication, except runners,
were French., French machine-gun detachments remained to the
left and right of the Artois center of resistance with the mission
of covering the area with flanking fire. [11)

At 2:30 a. m., November 3, enemy artillery began to fire on
the Artois center of resistance.  The fire was concentrated on
Boyau Nord, Boyau Sud, and Est trench, and -effectively
isolated this locality. After 20 minutes, the fire on Est trench
moved to between Raffin trench and Boyau Pin, continuing
meanwhile on Boyaux Nord and Sud. [11, 12, 13, 14]

When the artillery fire shifted, a German raiding party
passed through the French wire northwest of the junction of
Est trench and Boyau Nord at approximately point “A”. It
then separated into small groups, some of which entered the
trenches and procceded through Boyau Nord and Est trench
toward Pr and Pa. [11, 12, 13, 14]

A group moving west in Boyau Nord killed a sentry at close
quarters. [t then engaged in a short fight with Americans
encountered near the entrance to Raffin trench, and withdrew
toward the south. A party entering Est trench drove off a
group of six Americans, captured 12 others and killed twe. [11,
12, 13, 14}

At P1%and P2 the garrison of five men at each post came out
after the artillery fire had lifted and drove off a party of the
enemy, who were presumably the raiding party from Est
trench returning to their own line. [11, 14)

Several attempts by Americans to call for a friendly counter-
barrage as soon as the bombardment began were overruled by
French advisers, although later on, after all wire communica-
tion had been broken, rocket signals were fired. These were
observed by the artillery, which fired a light barrage. However,
this barrage began after the Germans had returned to their
lines. Machine-gun units did not fire. [11, 12]

The total American casualties were three Lilled, five wounded

and 12 captured. The German known loss was one wounded,

who was captured. [11]
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