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Message from the President 
 

 
 

Greetings! 

To all SLA Asian Chapter members, please 

firstly have my warmest regard from 

Indonesia.  

On behalf of SLA Asian Chapter,I would 

like to congratulate all editorial board 

members of SLA Asian chapter Newsletter 

who already worked hard to make this 

publication available to you.  

There are three events of SLA Asian 

Chapter that I would like to highlight here. 

First, SLA Asian Chapter has participated in 

SLA Annual meeting in June 9-13 2018 in 

Baltimore, USA. During SLA Annual 

Conference, some SLA Asian Chapter 

members have received some prestigious 

awards.  Congratulation to Dr Nabi Hassan, 

Librarian IIT, Delhi for receiving 2018 

Bonnie Hilditch International Librarian 

Award (SLA-ScI&Tech Division and 

Engineering Division), Dr P Visakhi from 

IISER Mohali India for receiving IEEE 

award, Dr PK Jain for receiving 2018 SLA 

HALL OF FAME AWARD AND Dr Debal 

C Kar for receiving 2018 PAM division's 

International Librarian Award (SLA-PAM 

Division-(sponsored by EDP Science).  

Second, SLA Asian Chapter along with 

IFLA Asia and Ocenia became Associate 

Partners of International Conference 

entitled “Journeys from MDGS to SDGS: 

Proactive Roles of Libraries”  was held by 

Pakistan Library Club in Karachi Pakistan 

in August, 2-4, 2018. The conference has 

been done successfully. Many thanks to Dr 

Arshad Mahmood and his team for 

organizing the event.  Third,  SLA Asian 

Chapter will host “The 6th International 

Conference of Asian Special Libraries 

(ICoASL) in New Delhi in Feburary 

2019.As far as I know, ICoASL has always 

been a memorable event for the participants. 

The first ICoASL was held in New Delhi, 

the second was in Japan, the 3rd was in 

Philippine, the 4th was South Korea, the 5th 

was in Indonesia, and next year will be in 

New Delhi India again. Some international 

speakers coming from Europe, Iran, United 

States have confirmed to share their 

knowledge. So I invite you all to join the 

next ICoASL in New Delhi India. Last but 

not the least, I completely have no doubt that 

SLA Asian Chapter is a chapter with the 

unique characters. We have spirits of 

sisterhood and brotherhood. Yes. The 

chapter was built with the spirits of sharing 

and caring. With sharing and caring, I hope 

that you always find your family here in 

SLA Asian Chapter. Among the 

implementation of the sharing  is this 

newsletter in which members of SLA Asian 

Chapter can share their ideas and 

experiences through their writings.  So 

happy reading and have fun! 

Sincerely, 

Labibah Zain 

President 

Special Library Association 

Asian Chapter 

 

C/o Labibah Zain, President Asian Chapter 

SLA, Head of Central Library, State 

Islamic University (UIN)  

SunanKalijaga, Jl. LaksdaAdisucipto, 

Yogyakarta, Indonesia 55221, 

website: http://lib.uin-suka.ac.id 

Phone (office): +62274552883, Phone 

(mobile): +6287838180370;  

Email: asianchapter@gmail.com; 

labibah@uin-suka.ac.id Website: 

http://asia.sla.org 
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Editor’s Note 
 

 
Let us have a glimpse on some of the 

new trends and emerging issues in 

digital world. The advancements in 

technology have provided us more 

opportunity for productivity than ever 

before, but are we truly more 

industrious or successful than we were 

before the Digital Revolution? With 

more information at our fingertips, 

have we been able to utilize it to the 

greatest advantage? While technology 

has increased the connectivity, has our 

interpersonal communication really 

improved? 

The smart, web-enabled devices are 

quickly capturing every conceivable 

market. In fact, “there isn’t a single area 

of our life that won’t be touched by 

Internet of Things (IoT) devices in the 

next decade,” one blogger from Vision 

Critical stated. A report by Allegion 

projects that by the year 2020 there will 

be as many as 200 billion connected 

devices across the globe, which 

translates to roughly 26 smart objects 

per person. Wearable devices are also 

noticeably growing. From 28.3 million 

units sold in 2016, IDC forecasts an 

increase to 82.5 million units in 2020, a 

31-percent growth. 

Information overload, usually 

characterized by an over abundance of 

information, is a major cause of 

concern for general information users, 

researchers and information managers. 

With the advent of new technological 

innovations, the rate of information 

production has accelerated rapidly. 

Consequently, people are suffering 

from an ‘information glut’, which 

makes it difficult for them to find the 

required information quickly and 

conveniently from various prints, 

electronic and online sources 

As a Nobel Prize winning economist 

Herbert Simon rightly said “What 

information consumes is rather 

obvious. It consumes the attention of its 

recipients. Hence a wealth of 

information creates a poverty of 

attention.” Undoubtedly, there comes 

in mind the numerous activities while 

managing time in a typical daily 

routine, but there are limitations for one 

to focus on particular activities which 

fall under attention management. So, it 

becomes obvious to strike out a balance 

between ‘Time management’ and 

‘Attention management’. 

The advent of new technologies and 

various techniques of self-publishing, 

information overload will present itself 

to a worldwide audience in new shapes 

and dimensions. This calls for 

concerted efforts from library and 

information professionals, computer 

scientists, academics and knowledge 

management specialists so that the 

adverse effects of information overload 

could be kept at a minimum and the 

information seekers are provided with 

effective and innovative ways for 

tackling this problem.  

The foregoing points occurred to my 

mind when I feel that despite our 

valued members’ willingness to share 

their contributions they might have 

missed to make it happen in this 

newsletter for publication within the 

time limit. But I am sure that all 

members would find time to have a 

look at least to this issue of the 

newsletter. Suggestions for 

improvement are always welcome. 

Happy and thoughtful reading! 

 

R K Verma 

Chairman 

Editorial Committee 

Email: sheri51verma@gmail.com 

 

 
 



 

 

3 © SLA, ASIAN CHAPTER NEWSLETTER. VOLUME 14-15 ISSUE 1-2, 2017-2018 
 

Awards 
 

Dr. P.K. Jain inducted into SLA Hall of Fame 

 

On June 13, 2018 at the SLA 2018 Annual Conference in Baltimore, Dr P.K. Jain was inducted into 

SLA’s Hall of Fame, becoming the first librarian from India and Asia to join this select circle of 

librarians and information professionals. 

P.K. Jain, who holds doctoral and master’s degrees in library and information science (in addition to 

master’s degrees in economics and sociology), has worked in the library field for 33 years, the last 

30 at the Institute of Economic Growth in Delhi. He is a frequent presenter and speaker at library 

conferences in India and throughout Asia and has helped organize many conferences as well. He has 

also contributed several papers to information science journals and edited books on topics such as 

emerging trends in information metrics and transforming libraries into social spaces.  Since joining 

SLA in 2000, P.K. Jain has dedicated considerable time and energy to growing and leading the Asian 

Chapter, most notably as a board member and president. He has also been active in SLA’s Business 

& Finance Division and Science-Technology Division, both of which have honored him for his 

contributions and achievements. 

Dr Jain thanks to SLA forrecognizinghis18 years work in SLA and Asian 

Chapter and 30 years professional career in LIS. He said that he did best to 

promote SLA and Asian Chapter especially in India, Asia and the globe. He 

thanks to Ms. Sue O’neill Johnson, his first mentor in SLA and also thank to the 

Director and seniors of his organization, Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi, 

who always supported him. 

He informed that SLA Asian Chapter is organizing Sixth International 

Conference of Asian Special Libraries (ICoASL-2019) during 14-16 February 

2019 in Delhi, India and welcomes to ICoASL 2019 and India!! To SLA 

members. 

At the SLA 2015 Annual Conference in Boston, P.K. Jain was named a Fellow 

of SLA in recognition of his service to the association and the library profession. 

He received an SLA Presidential Citation in 2009, the Professional Award in 

2008, and the Diversity Leadership Development Program Award in 2004. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.sla.org/attend/sla-2018-annual-conference-2/
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Bonnie Hilditch International Librarian Award 2018 to Dr. Nabi Hasan: A Memoir 

 

Dr. Nabi Hasan, Librarian, Indian Institute of Technology Delhi has been 

conferred with the “Bonnie Hilditch International Librarian Award 2018” for 

his significant professional contributions by Special Libraries Association USA 
(SLA). He received this Award in person during SLA’s Annual Conference, 

June 9-13, 2018, Baltimore, USA. This award is given annually to a library 

professional working in a country other than USA and Canada by the Science-
Technology & Engineering Divisions of the SLA. The Award carries a 

Certificate and Travel Grant of USD 3000. Dr. Nabi Hasan currently is the 

Member of SLA Asian Chapter (Engineering Division) and is the Treasurer 

Elect 2018. He has earlier served as Chair, Editorial Board, Director – Asian 
Chapter and also the Member of SLA’s Online Content Advisory Council. 
 

 

Excerpts from the visit: Dr. Nabi Hassan, Librarian, IIT, Delhi 

 
The news of selection for the Bonnie 

Hilditch International Librarian Award 
2018 and going to USA and participating 

in SLA Conference was a pleasant surprise 

to me. It was the first time that I was 

attending SLA Conference and was struck 
with amazement on reaching USA. I was 

credited for my contributions and 

achievements and honoured with this 
Award for which I am indebted to 

Engineering Division, Science 

Technology Division, Asian Chapter and 

Award Committee.The four day event 
familiarized me with many spheres of 

Library and Information Science and I 

realized that I had a lot to learn. It was a 
fantastic experience for me as it was my 

first participation at a SLA annual 

conference. The scale and organization of 
the event left me spell bound and infinitely 

impressed. It was very unlike the academic 

and research conferences that I had 

attended earlier. The SLA event was 
totally focused on the practicing library 

professionals. The Spot Light sessions 

were truly amazing and those that I 
attended were very enriching and useful. 

The Info Expo was unbelievable and huge. 

There were most of the leading 

information products and services on 
exhibits. It was very informative and 

educative. I strongly felt that one needed 

more time to visit all stalls to get the most 
out of the event. I was just not being aware 

of new products displayed at the Info Expo 

but the event also provided an excellent 

understanding of various tools, techniques, 
trends, etc. through the special sessions 

organized by various exhibitors at the expo 

itself. The conference also helped in 
networking with professionals from 

various parts of the globe. First Timers 

meet was an interesting session in an open 
format. All First Timers had assembled to 

interact with each other. Both Asian 

Chapter Board Meeting and Presentation 

of Asian Awards events were quite 
interesting and informative. Also it was an 

honour for me to receive the award at the 

SLA Annual Conference during the Award 
ceremony and Reception hosted by the 

Engineering Division. It was also 

wonderful to meet the library professionals 

of Asian Chapter as well who were from 
different countries and we enjoyed a lot on 

our Kiosk in the Info Expo. I strongly feel 

that an association with SLA is 
indispensable to learn more & more about 

the librarianship and best practices across 

the world. I would conclude by expressing 

my gratitude to the SLA Engineering and 
Science-Technology Divisions for 

bestowing me with the opportunity of 

being a part of the conference gathering. 
 

(Nabi Hasan) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

5 © SLA, ASIAN CHAPTER NEWSLETTER. VOLUME 14-15 ISSUE 1-2, 2017-2018 
 

   

PAM International Librarian Award to Dr. DebalKar 

 

 
I am extremely grateful for the support 

from the PAM Division for giving me the 

opportunity to attend the SLA 2018 

Baltimore Conference by providing PAM 

International Librarian Award.  

The sessions, workshops, lectures, 

networking opportunities and INFO-Expo 

are always engaging, entertaining and 

educational. The conference is a highlight 

of my learning year after year and is hands 

down the best opportunity for information 

professionals like me to pursue maximum 

growth in a compressed time and it was 

fabulous. I was overwhelmed with 

everything that was going on, with so 

many workshop and lecture options, and 

with limited time to fit everything in. It 

was an eventful first day with the opening 

keynote from Carla Hayden, Librarian of 

the Library of Congress, then the opening 

of the INFO-EXPO and Math Roundtable. 

I also found the education session on Data 

Management, Data Analysis, and 

Visualization using Excel is very useful 

and interesting. 

My favorite aspect of the annual 

conference is the non-stop opportunity for 

networking. From the divisional events, 

such as the PAM Open House and other 

open Houses to the IT Dance Party, there 

is always a new connection to be made or 

an old connection to catch up with. The 

INFO-Expo is an incredible opportunity to 

spend time with existing vendor partners 

or learn about cutting-edge sources or 

functionality and technology 

improvements. And of course, the 

conference is the best place to learn about 

volunteer prospects at the chapter, division 

or association level. 

The best chance I had to network was at 

the PAM Breakfast cum Division Business 

Meeting and Awards Reception. This was 

a very elegant reception where I got my 

award and to meet a wonderful group of 

professionals who work in the Physics-

Astronomy-Mathematics world. I left the 

conference feeling invigorated, inspired, 

and a network of new information 

professionals to keep in touch with. The 

conference has helped me move my career 

forward. I felt that I could take my new 

gained knowledge and have an immediate 

positive impact on my job and role in my 

organization. I look forward to future 

conferences for more learning 

opportunities, keeping in touch with like-

minded professionals and a chance to 

continue to grow my network. 

The conference organizers did an 

incredible job having diverse and engaging 

sessions and speakers that continued to 

reinforce this theme. As in previous years, 

the conference was well planned with a 

wide range of sessions: quick learning, 

traditional lectures, group discussions, and 

diverse panels. 

 

 

I AM PROUD TO BE A LIBRARIAN 

Hello SLA members, I am ZARA-

REHMAN I live in Karachi, Pakistan; I 

just wanted to share my LIS professional 

journey andexperience, I was inspired with 

my college librarian and I decided to 

become a librarian, because of family 

financial crisis it was difficult for me to 

continue studies but I struggled along with 

my job and I continue my studies and 

completed my MLIS, but I never gave up 

my dreams. I am Assistant Librarian at 

SZABIST since three years; SZABIST 

library has a huge collection of books, I am 

doing all technical work here; which 

includes Classification, Subject Category, 

Book Data Entry, Comparison of 

quotations, maintaining library budget and 

Alllibrary records.  
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I am doing hard work and completed my 

assignments in a given time. I am also a 

SLA member and associated with SLA-

Asian Chapter since last two years. I am 

paying SLA membership fees from last 

two years from my own pocket just for 

being associated with professional 

association; as I knew that it is beneficial 

for my ownprofessional development and 

I tried twice for the SLA scholarship but 

never gave up and finally the day came 

when I got the SLA Scholarship. I always 

believe in myself and the fact that your 

efforts and hardworkingalways pay you 

back and as a reward I got this SLA 

Scholarship. When SLA gave me an 

opportunity of scholarship, I felt that I am 

notalone in my professional journey there 

is someone who also believes in me and 

makes me realized that I am going in a 

right direction. SLA waved the 

registration but I had to bear the expense 

of traveling and hotel accommodation. 

Unfortunately, going to USA from my 

country Pakistan is too expensive. In that 

situation everybody advised me to skip the 

idea, But I didn’t want to give up, I felt 

my-self blessed; it was too difficult for me 

to arrange the big amount because my 

salary is not that much smart, even I 

invested the yearly amount of my salary in 

this trip and took a risk. I strongly believed 

this investment will give me the lifetime 

profit. After all my efforts my 

organization has appreciated me; even 

from my family and friends I received 

much love and prayers from all around the 

world and I feel proud to be a librarian. 

On 11th June 2018 SLA Annual 

Conference Advisory Council asked all 

five scholarship winners to gather at 

SLA’s main counter for the SLA 

scholarship winner’s group photo. The 

scholarship winner’s group photo is given 

below:    

 

Attending SLA Annual Conference was a 

fabulous experience for me, the 

conference was informative and well 

organized. I attended the educational 

sessions, met other LIS professionals and 

Info-Expo exhibitors who told me about 

their products and I also experienced their 

demo. I joined other social events and 

developed an extensive network of 

colleagues. I was warmly welcome by the 

SLA Asian-Chapter members. Now I can 

say that I have friends and colleagues from 

all around the world those are always 

available to help and guide me. Moreover, 

I am a member of SLA LIS professional’s 

family. Being LIS professional it is our 

responsibility to put our efforts and make 

our profession more valuable. I am happy 

that I am doing this. In the end I just want 

wanted to say that once in a life time all 

LIS professional should attend the SLA 

annual conference, you can feel the 

difference in you and you will be proud to 

be librarian and family member of SLA. 

 

 

Achievements 



 

 

7 © SLA, ASIAN CHAPTER NEWSLETTER. VOLUME 14-15 ISSUE 1-2, 2017-2018 
 

 

 

Dr. Sada Bihari Sahu receiving “Professional 

Excellence Award-2017” by Delhi Library 

Association, Delhi on 10th March, 2018 at 

RanganathanBhawan, New Delhi 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Sada Bihari Sahu received the first prize from Dr. Viral V 

Acharya, Dy. Governor, RBI on June 26, 2018 at RBI, Central 

Office, Mumbai. 
 

 

Achievements of Dr. Sada Bihari Sahu 
 

1)  “Professional Excellence Award-2017” by Delhi Library Association, Delhi on 10th March, 2018 at RanganathanBhawan, 

New Delhi. 

2) First prize in All India InterBank Hindi Essay competition for the year 2017-18 among all Banks and Financial Institutions 
on the topic ‘Equitable Development and Financial Inclusion’ organized by Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Mumbai and 

received prize money of Rs.11000/-, Trophy and certificate from Dr. Viral V Acharya, Dy. Governor, RBI in a function at 

RBI, Central Office, Mumbai on June 26, 2018. This is 5th time Dr. Sahu is being awarded by RBI. 
3) “Professional Grant Award 2018” of Business & Finance Division, SLA, USA and will receive the award and prize money 

of $1000 during SLA Annual Conference 2019 at Claveland, Ohio, USA on June 12, 2019. 

4) Third prize in All India Vigilance Essay Competition 2017 on the topic “How to realize the dream of Corruption Free India” 

organized by SIDBI. 
5)  First Prize in Cartoon making Competition on the topic” Corruption Free India” organized by SIDBI, Lucknow on November 

04, 2017. 

6) First Prize in Poem Writing Competition on the topic “My vision- Corruption Free India” organized by SIDBI, Lucknow on 
November 04, 2017. 

7) Was awarded Continuing Professional Development (CPD) Programme for the period 2016-18 by Indian Institute of Banking 

& Finance (IIBF), Mumbai. Dr. Sahu happen to be among top 7 people in total Banking Industry in India who have been 
awarded CPD thrice by IIBF. 

8) “Professional Excellence Award-2017” by Delhi Library Association (DLA), Delhi on 10th March, 2018 at 

RanganathanBhawan, New Delhi. 

 
 

Announcements 
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Forthcoming Conferences 

Sixth International Conference of Asian Special Libraries (ICoASL 2019) 
The Sixth International Conference of Asian Special Libraries (ICoASL 2019) will be held from 14 to 16 February 2019 in Delhi, 

India is organizing by Asian Chapter, Special Libraries Association (SLA, USA) in collaboration with IFLA- Asia and 

Oceania, Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi, Ambedkar University Delhi and Society for Library Professionals and in association 

with Korea Special Libraries Association and APPTIS (Indonesia). Previous ICoASL conference were held as below: 

 

Fifth ICoASL 2017 was held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia during 10-12 May 2017 

Fourth ICoASL 2015 was held in Seoul, South Korea during 22-24 April 2015 

Third ICoASL 2013 was held in Manila, Philippines during 10-12 April 2013 

Second ICoASL 2011 was held in Tokyo, Japan during 10-12 February 2011 

First ICoASL 2008 was held in New Delhi, India during 26-28 November 2008 

 

ICoASL 2019 will be an excellent opportunity for all including Scientists, Librarians, Information Professionals, Researchers and 

Practitioners to share experiences, ideas, research results, meeting and networking on all aspects of Library and Information Science. 

There will be many events, including presentations, educational programs, networking events, receptions, vendor presentations, panel 

discussions and tours. 

The conference program will include plenary sessions, invited and contributed papers, poster sessions, product presentations, panel 

discussions and an exhibition. A series of parallel sessions will be held offering delegates a wide range of in depth presentations by 
leading national and international experts at: 

 

14th February 2019: Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi- 110007 

15th February 2019: Ambedkar University Delhi, Kasmere Gate, Delhi- 110006 

16th February 2019: Social and Library Tour 

 

Thematic areas: The conference will discuss all aspects of special libraries. Each theme will be divided into several sub-

themes as detailed below, but not necessarily limited to:  

 Libraries of Digital Plus Era 

 Inclusive Library in Digital plus Era 

 Information Technologies  

 Information Objects and Products 

 Information and Business  

 Big Data 

 Rethinking roles and skills of Librarians 

 Information Society: Emerging Paradigm  

 LIS Education, Training & Research  

Paper Submission Guidelines: Participants are invited to 

contribute papers for presentation on the above themes 

and other related aspects. The papers should be based on 

research surveys; case studies or action plans rather than 

theoretical explanations. Papers should be sent to 

icoasl2019@gmail.com or asianchapter@gmail.com 

This conference is expected to attract more than 300 

participants from India, Asia and the globe. We invite all of 

you to for this conference to join. Till date we have received 

mailto:icoasl2019@gmail.com
mailto:asianchapter@gmail.com
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91 abstracts. Speakers and Participants are coming from more 

than 21 countries including USA, UK, Switzerland, Belgium, 

France, Germany, Sweden, Japan, Korea, China, Iran, 

Singapore, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, United Arab 

Emirates,  Nigeria,  Malaysia, Thailand, Kazakhstan, 

Bangladesh and different part of India like- Delhi, 

Maharashtra, Kerala, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, Assam, 

Kolkata, Lucknow, Aligarh, Gujarat, Mizoram, Moradabad, 

Uttar Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Noida, Rajasthan, Gauhati, 

Punjab, Indore, Chennai / Tamilnadu, Chandigarh, Hyderabad  

etc. For more details please 

visit:  http://www.slp.org.in/icoasl-2019/ 

 

Dr P K Jain 

Librarian 

Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi-110007 

Email: pkjain1310@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Reports 

mailto:pkjain1310@gmail.com
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SLA 2018: A Report 

GeetaPaliwal 

Librarian 

Consortium for Educational Communication 

 

SLA 2018 annual conference was organized 

by Special Libraries Association at 

Baltimore Convention Center, Baltimore, 

Maryland, USA during June 9-13, 2018. 

There were more than 2500 participants. I 

am one of the few fortunate professionals to 

attend the same and got the opportunity to 

present paper at the Asian chapter Business 

Meeting and Panel Discussion, on 12th June 

2018 at 11.30 to 12.30 at Baltimore 

Convention Center.  

 

I started from Delhi on 8th June and reached 

Baltimore on 9th June 2018. The Inaugural 

session was held on 11th June 2018. Keynote 

speaker was Dr Carla Hayden, Librarian, 

Library of Congress, USA. After the 

Inaugural session, Info-Expo was 

inaugurated by the President SLA. In the 

evening, I attended Science and Technology 

Unit Business & Board Meeting, Poster 

Session and Award Ceremony. 

On the second day, i.e., 12th June 2018 IEEE 

organized breakfast and presentations. There 

were many other sessions on the day. On 12th 

June there were Asian Chapter session and 

Panel Discussion”. I presented my paper 

entitled “Creation and Dissemination of 

Digital Content by Consortium For 

Educational Communication” during this 

session. 

 

The session was chaired by Dr Debal C Kar. 

Other speakers during this session were- Dr. 

P.K.Jain, Ms. Labibah Zain, Indonesia, Mr 

Su-Muk-Ho, Korea and Ms. Shirley ingles-

cruz from Philippines. Asian Chapter session 

was attended by many participants. Ms. Ruth 

Wolfish, IEEE, Dr Nabi Hasan, Dr S S 

Dhaka, MrSalek Chand, Mr O N Chaubey, 

Dr. Jay Bhatt, USA, Ms. Anrita Ross, 

Australia, Ms Zara Rehman, Pakistan and 

myself were present there. A question-

answer session was also held after the 

presentations. 

Closing Ceremony of SLA 2018 was held in 

the afternoon on 13th June.  

The final day of SLA 2018 was packed with 

opportunities to learn, network, and connect 

with exhibitors.  

 

 

I am also thankful to the Board Members of 

Asian Chapter for giving this unforgettable 

experience of attending such a mega event 

like SLA 2018 Annual Conference. I am 

grateful to the Director, Consortium for 

Educational Communication (CEC) to 

permit me to participate and present my 

paper during the conference.  

 

Librarians’ Day Seminar on “Utilization of E-resources in Doctor’s Scholarly Communication” 

held on dated 13th August, 2018 
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Organized by 

Dr. B.B. Dikshit Library, All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 
 

Librarians’ Day Seminar Report 
August 12th is being celebrated as 

National Librarian’s Day in India, in 

remembrance of national professor of 
library science, Dr S R Ranganathan 

(1892-1972), who had spearheaded library 

development in India. On the auspicious 

occasion of 126th Birthday of Padma Shri 
Dr. S. R. Ranganathan, father of library 

science in India, Dr.B.B.Diksht Library, 

AIIMS organised one day seminar to 
acquaint the users with the academic 

enhancement of Librarian. Library has the 

huge collection of E-Resources which can 
help the doctors in their academics and 

research. All resources are accessible with 

in AIIMS IP range and through remote 

access. The library has shifted from 
traditional print mode to online access 

mode.  

 
The Inaugural function was celebrated 
with floral tribute to Dr S. R. Ranganathan 

in the gracious presence of 

Prof.RandeepGuleria, Director, AIIMS, 

Prof. S. Rajeshwari, Dr. Sanjeev Kumar, 
Director Library, NIFT New Delhi (Guest 

of honour) and Dr. S. Siva Chidambaram, 

Chief Librarian, AIIMS.  Dr. S. Siva 
Chidambaram welcomed one and all on 

this seminar and congratulated all 

Librarians a happy librarian’s day. He 

highlighted the theme of the workshop 
““Utilization of E-resources in Doctor’s 

Scholarly Communication.He was 

speaking about the importance of the 
Librarians’ Day and Contribution of Dr. 

S.R. Ranganathan in the field of Library & 

Information Science to the delegates. He 
also explained the access & availability of 

Subscribed E-Resources & Services@ Dr. 

B.B. Dikshit Library.    

 
The Librarians’ day Seminar was 

inaugurated by Prof. RandeepGuleria, 

Director, All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences, New Delhi. In his inaugural talk, 

he focused the importance and role of 

library services in an academic and 
research environment and underlined the 

need for such type of programs for doctors 

and researcher so they can know about 

available print and online resources and 
how can access it effectively. He also 

talked about issues of accessing library 

recourses in their old days. 
 

In the last 3- 4 years there has been a 

tremendous increase in the use of Library 

resources, after library has shifted from 
print to electronic mode. It has become 

easy to keep track of the usage of E- 

Resources. He graphically showed the 
increase in the E-resource usage which 

library subscribe from different publishers. 

He discussed various tools available in the 

library which can help researchers in 
scientific writing for example BMJ 

Research to publication, Endnote online, 

zotero, iThenticate plagiarism check tool 
etc. Library subscribe to more than 1500 

journals and 12 databases. 

 
 

The well attended event sourced together 
nearly 80 participants from almost all the 

departments of AIIMS Delhi. This 

included delegates ranging from Faculty, 
Residents and Ph.D. Scholars and 

Publishers. The Seminar consisted two 

invited talks, 4 product presentations. The 
Seminar was marked by lively discussion 

and demo presentations. 

 

 

Featured Articles 
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Special Libraries in Kazakhstan: an Overview 

AnarDautova (Nazarbayev University) 

PerizatUtebaliyeva (Eurasian National University) 

Joseph Marmol Yap (Nazarbayev University) 

 
Kazakhstan is the largest country in Central 

Asia where a lot of state and industrial 

developments are still ongoing as a result of 

a transition from a Soviet regime. As such, 

libraries as institutions remain to be a part of 

its professional reformation. The 

predominant known types of libraries are 

categorized as public, academic, or school 

libraries and library professionals are not 

aware of the existence of the concept of 

special libraries.  As libraries continue to 

improve, cultural and information and 

knowledge about special libraries are left 

behind and there is no single association 

which directly monitors the status of these 

repositories of knowledge. Hence, 

information about special libraries are very 

scarce and no survey has been done to count 

and know the status of existing special 

libraries in the country.  

There are various types of special libraries 

depending on its subject specialization. 

Descriptions on the different types of special 

libraries were enumerated by the San Jose 

State University’s School of Information 

(2018) and examples of those may also be 

seen in Kazakhstan. The list below will 

provide a glimpse of how diverse special 

libraries are prevailing in Kazakhstan.  

Table 1 

Types of special libraries in Kazakhstan 

Type of Special Library Example Classification Status 

Medical NUSOM Library 

 

 

 

UMC Hospitals  

Special-academic  

Library 

 

 

Hospital library 

Operating 

 

 

 

Needs ocular visit 

Legal KAZGUU Law 

School Library 

 

 

Academy of 

Justice of the  

Supreme Court of 

the Republic of 

Kazakhstan 

Library 

Special-academic Law Library 

 

 

Law Library 

Operating 

 

 

 

Operating 

Corporate (Both profit and 

non-profit) 

Kazakhstan 

International 

Bureau for Human 

Rights and Rule of 

Law Library 

Non-Government Organization 

Library 

Online 

Government East Kazakhstan 

Regional Special 

Library for Blind 

and Visually 

Impaired Citizens 

Government Library 

 

 

 

 

Operating 
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Based from the table above, we can say 

that special libraries in different types are 

present and that special librarians may be 

working in those institutions.  

Meanwhile, the special academic library of 

Nazarbayev University School of 

Medicine (NUSOM) and the cultural 

academic library of the American Corner 

housed at the Eurasian National University 

(ENU) would qualify to be active special 

libraries. Here’s a glimpse of these 

libraries and their great contribution in the 

Kazakh society.  

 

Nazarbayev University School of 

Medicine (NUSOM) 

The Nazarbayev University School of 

Medicine was formally established in 2014 

and the inaugural class of students started 

in August 2015.The school collaborates 

with the University Of Pittsburgh School 

Of Medicine and the library development 

directly benefits from this collaboration.  

History 

The Nazarbayev University School of 

Medicine Library was established in June 

1, 2017. The Library offers a wide array of 

information services and resources in print 

and electronic format to faculty, students, 

and researchers.   

 

Collection  

There are around 6, 000 print books that 

encompass the following fields of 

medicine: Public aspects of medicine, 

Pathology, Internal Medicine, Surgery, 

Ophthalmology, Otorhinolaryngology, 

Gynecology and Obstetrics, Pediatrics, 

Dentistry, Dermatology, Therapeutics, 

Pharmacology, Pharmacy, Nursing, 

Botany, Thomsonian, and Eclectic 

Medicine, Homeopathy, and other fields of 

medicine. 

 

The library is also subscribed to specific 

databases such as Access Medicine, 

Clinical Key, UptoDate, Medline 

Complete, BMJ, USMLE Easy, Bates’ 

Visual Guide to Physical Examination, and 

Cochrane Library. 

Some of its activities include workshops 

and trainings, individual consultations, 

orientation programs, library tours, and 

professional seminars. 

 

 

 

Library of the First 

President of the 

Republic of 

Kazakhstan – 

Leader of the 

Nation 

 

Library of the 

Parliament 

Personal Library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Government Library 

 

Operating 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operating 

Military Ministry of 

Defense Library 

Military Library Needs ocular visit 

Cultural American Corner 

Library at ENU 

Cultural Library Operating 
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The NU School of Medicine The NU Medical Library 

 

American Corners in Kazakhstan at 

Eurasian National University 

There are 11 American Corners in 

Kazakhstan. They can be found in major 

regions and cities of Kazakhstan. 

American Corners, also called American 

Spaces, provide American fiction and 

reference books on U.S. government, 

history, and culture. The collection is free 

and open to all residents of Kazakhstan 

(US Embassy & Consulate in Kazakhstan, 

n.d.). 

 

History 

The American Corner was opened in 

Eurasian National University in 2015. 

Today, the American Corner is equipped 

with modern facilities and up-to-date 

information resources. For more than two 

and half years, its activities have become a 

comfortable and attractive space for 

educational, cultural, and leisure services 

(Daribayeva&Utebaliyeva, 2018).  

 

Collection  

There are more than 1, 000 books included 

in their collection, mostly donated by the 

American Embassy.  

 

Databases 

elibraryof USA provides access to four 

scientific databases namely: Academic 

OneFile, JSTOR, ProQuest Dissertations 

and Theses, and Research in Context. 

Currently, the library has also access to 

Press Reader, an online repository of 

global newspapers.  

 

Activities 

Aside from books and databases, the 

center also has game boards and other 

forms of learning technologies like 3D 

technology and other innovative practical 

exercises. The corner has a Makerspace 

lab where 3D printers are available. The 

corner is also fortunate to have a generous 

partner through Chevron by augmenting 

some of the corner’s need.  

One of the opportunities the American 

Corner provide for learning and improving 

English is the American English live 

webinars offered by the Regional English 

Language Office (RELO) in Astana under 

the auspices of the Office of English 

Language Programs in Washington, D.C. 

This is a single virtual platform for 

teachers of English, where they share their 

experience and the knowledge they 

learned about their teaching activities. 
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American Corner at Eurasian National University Students Use eLibrary USA 
 

The Future Ahead 

Although both special libraries are still 

young, they were able to fulfill their mandate 

to feed the information need of their patrons. 

A number of students have graduated from 

NUSOM. The medical librarian played a 

vital role in teaching the students in 

organizing a systematic review of medical 

literature. Similarly, students from ENU 

have learned a lot of skills to improve their 

English language as well as to develop their 

thinking skills through the Makerspace.  It is 

hoped that special librarians in the country 

could meet in the future and establish their 

own library association that will focus on 

their needs and competencies. Currently, 

there are two active library associations 

namely, the Library Association of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan and the Association 

of University Libraries in the Republic of 

Kazakhstan. Kazakhstani librarians are 

looking forward to be part of a diverse group 

of special librarians.  
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Professional librarians can recall that more 

than twenty five years ago a 

'Categorisation Formula for Government 

Libraries' was approved by the Ministry of 

Finance. The purpose was to  do an 

assessment of government libraries based 

on their collection, services, budget, 

number of books and other reading 

material issued in a day, reference queries 

attended etc. In total there were eighteen 

quantifiable variables on the basis of 

which rating of a library was to be done. A 

few more variables were added later to 

make the categorisation formula more 

inclusive. It was also recommended that 

the formula should be revised every five 

years to include newly emerging fields of 

work in libraries. 

 Many government departmental libraries 

including those under the Indian Council 

of Medical Research (ICMR) and many 

other autonomous bodies were 

categorised. As a result in many institution 

the Head of the Library's designation was 

changed and pay scales were upgraded. 

On the basis of the clause that the formula 

was to be revised every five years, an 

effort was made by the Ministry of Culture 

in the year 2011 to revise the old version. 

A draft was prepared and sent to the 

Ministry of Finance for approval. It was 

not accepted because the Ministry of 

Finance thought that the formula was too 

liberal and as a result many small libraries 

would qualify to become Category 3 or 

Category 4 libraries resulting in up-

gradation of the pay scale and designation 

of the Head of the Library. This would 

entail a huge financial burden on the 

government.   

Later after a discussion, a revised formula 

with certain strict criteria was sent by the 

Ministry of Culture in 2012 for approval. 

The reply received from the Ministry of 

Finance said that the formula should be 

tested in certain government libraries. In 

the year 2013-14, a test was conducted in 

certain important libraries. The result 

showed that many big libraries which were 

rated earlier as Category 3 or Category 4 

were not able to score enough to retain 

their previous category. 

This matter was brought to the notice of 

the Ministry of Finance. After examining 

the recommendation made in the Report of 

the Seventh Pay Commission, the Ministry 

of Finance has now advised the Ministry of 

Culture to undertake a 'Census of 

Government Libraries' so that an informed 

and wise decision regarding restructuring 

or up-gradation of government libraries 

can be taken by the government. 

So the 'ball' is now again in the court of 

Ministry of Culture. Indian Library 

Association (ILA), Indian Association for 

Special Libraries and Information 

Centers(IASLIC) and  associations of 

government librarians  based in Delhi and 

Dehradun should form a 'pressure group' to 

take up  this matter with the government. 

 

P R Goswami 

Former Director (Libraries) 

Ministry of Culture 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Significant News Items 

Lata Suresh working as Head of the 

Knowledge resource centre at Indian 

Institute of Corporate affairs which is an 

autonomous body under Ministry of 

Corporate Affairs  was honored as one of 

the Influencer during the Launch of 100 
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Women faces in Association with COWE 

held on 30th April ’18, Hotel Shangri-La, 

CP, Delhi. The Chief Guest of the event 

was ShManoj Tiwari BJP Leader. The 

programme was attended by many 

renowned personalities from Bollywood, 

Corporate houses, Politicians, 

Businesstycoons , Government 

departments etc. 

  

Womennovator 100 Women Faces 2018', 

in association with Confederation of 

Women Entrepreneurs powered by KGS 

Advisors has launched a campaign 

wherein 100 outstanding women and their 

inspiring stories were extensivelycovered. 

It was an effort to launch and promote 100 

(Domestic) +3(International) inspiring 

women and 26 women influencers across 

India and outside in association with 

Confederation for Women 

Entrepreneurship (COWE). 

 

 Lata Suresh has implemented many new 

and innovative techniques to the libraries 

she worked with.  She was awarded by her 

previous organizations as the appreciation 

of her work. She has travelled extensively 

in India and aboard as well.  She has 

visited USA, Singapore, Japan, Malaysia, 

Muscat and UK etc in relation to various 

assignments related to her professional 

work. Apart from the institutional and 

social obligations, she is carrying out 

various other professional responsibilities, 

as Editorial member, executive member of 

the various societies and associations also 

holding voluntary posts and offices in 

National and International professional 

bodies.   She has received many 

prestigious International and National 

Awards for her commendable work in the 

field of Information Science and 

Education and including SLA Asian 

Professional Award in the year 2012. She 

is the “Commonwealth Professional 

Fellowship” recipient from U.K. and 

studied in University of Birmingham,U.K. 

during her fellowship period in 2014.  

 

Founding President, COWE India- Delhi 

Chapter and the Managing Director & 

CEO -  KGS 

Advisors TriptiShinghalSomani says that 

the whole concept of launching these 100 

womenis not just to bringing them in the 

light and making them recognized by 

catering media coverage and award to 

them, but also to ensure their 

empowerment by connecting them to 

relevant influencers, mentors, financial 

advisors, media stories on famous 

platforms, crowd funding, investor 

connects etc, we shall also be introducing 

committee that would help chosen women 

faces to have a clearer idea and become 

global. The committee would consist of 

Business Leaders, Diplomats and 

Thinkers. This would help these women 

faces to innovate better and also establish 

themselves with global alliances. 

 Launch of cover page of management 

planner was done by AvijitDutt – Actor on 

23rd March 2018 at American centre 

where the program was concluded with a 

Q & A session with mentors, influencers 

and jury (Archana Gupta, Gauri Sarin, Rita 

Gangwani, AvijitDutt, LeherSethi, 

MileeAishwarya, Nikita Khattar Arya and 

Sanjana Jon). 

 Babul Supriyo - Minister of State for 

Heavy Industries and Public Enterprise 

 AvijitDutt - Actor 

 Naina Lal Kidwai - Chairman of 

the India Advisory Board of 

Advent International Private 

Equity 

 Suresh Raina - Indian Cricketer 

 Paresh Rawal - Indian film actor 

 ShereenBhan - Indian journalist 

and news anchor 

https://www.facebook.com/womennovator/
http://www.co-we.com/
http://www.co-we.com/
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 Blossom Kochhar - Founder of 

Aroma Magic range of products. 

 ArunachalamMuruganantham – 

Founder - CEO at Jayashree 

Industries (inspired Padman 

movie) 

 SonamWangchuk - Founding-

director of the Students' 

Educational and Cultural 

Movement of Ladakh (SECMOL) 

"3Idiots inspired by him" 

  

Jury which has selected 100 faces 

(Influencers) 

 

 

Experiences of Members  
 

Facing the Future Together: My Visit to the Asia Chapter 

 

 

SLA’s Asia Chapter represents a number 

of countries, and recently I was able to 

visit India, where I had the opportunity to 

speak at a workshop and a conference as 

well as make a site visit.  I landed in Delhi 

early on April 5, and after a brief refresh at 

a local university guest house, was taken 

with other speakers to the Institute of 

Economic Growth, P.K. Jain’s home 

institution. We participated in an 

international seminar, Best Practices in 

Global Libraries, co-hosted by the Society 

for Library Professionals, the Institute of 

Economic Growth, and the Asia Chapter 

of SLA. Building on the theme, my talk 

was titled “Shaping the Future: Strategic 

Planning, Competencies and Staff 

Modeling,” which discussed some of the 

work from my own library at Los Alamos 

National Laboratory. 

 

The 6th International Library and 

Information Professionals’ Summit (ILIPS 

2017) took place at the Indian Institute of 

Science Education and Research (IISER), 

and was organized by P. Visakhi. IISER, 

the Societyfor Library Professionals, and 

the Asia Chapter of SLA co-hosted the 

event, whose theme was Dynamics of 

Library for Excellence in Electronic 

Revolution. Each year, the meeting 

provides an opportunity for new 

professionals and veterans of the 

profession to come together as speakers to 

share research and exchange ideas.   

I was the keynote speaker, and represented 

SLA. My talk, “Information Professionals: 

Building | Connecting | Experiencing,” 

took a brief look at our global outlook 

before asking what solutions we 

information professionals could contribute 

to current challenges. We have the 

potential to make a difference as 

individuals in our communities as well as 

collectively as a profession through our 

workplaces and associations. I used SLA 

as an example of how we can work 

together, grow, and build global 

connections. 

http://www.iegindia.org/
http://www.iegindia.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/pk-jain-9a522820/
http://slp.org.in/
http://slp.org.in/
http://asia.sla.org/Introduction.htm
http://asia.sla.org/Introduction.htm
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-visakhi-p-b2045472/
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The conference reinforced our shared 

values and common challenges, and I was 

impressed by the depth and breadth of 

topics. Providing a supportive venue for 

new professionals to share their research 

while learning from seasoned 

colleagues, is invaluable to our collective 

future. Organizers and speakers were 

thanked and celebrated. 

 

 

A cultural program showcased traditional 

local dance and music. Our dinners 

provided an opportunity to informally 

network, and I shared professional and 

family stories with colleagues from India 

to Iran, Indonesia to China. I want to thank 

the conference organizer, P. Visakhi, as 

well as chapter officers Debal Kar and 

P.K. Jain, for including me in this 

important regional event.  Returning to 

Delhi, I had time to visit the Library of 

Congress’s South Asia Field Office. Laila 

Mulgaokar, field director, and Fehl 

Cannon, deputy field director, were my 

hosts, and they took me on a tour of the 

office. 

 

At the Library of Congress’s South Asia Field Office 

Two of the major functions performed at 

the office are the collecting and cataloging 

of regional books and the scanning and 

microfilming of regional newspapers. The 

office has a highly talented staff, with 

multilingual expertise and a passion for 

preserving and sharing the region’s 

intellectual output. I came away impressed 

with the ability of this moderately sized 

staff to process and make available vast 

amounts of materials. 

Now home, I am warmed by the friendship 

that was extended to me, and excited by 

the work that we can do together moving 

forward. The Asia Chapter of SLA has 

tremendous geographic and cultural 

diversity, yet these members come 

together several times a year and are 

actively cultivating their next generation 

of professionals. Thanks to everyone who 

shared thoughts and ideas with me! 

—Dee Magnoni, 2017 SLA President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committees 
Executive Board Members – 2018 

Executive Board Members-2018 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/debal-c-kar-93ab5345/
https://www.loc.gov/acq/ovop/delhi/
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