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Dear Asian Chapter Members: 
 
I’m pleased to report that many good things have been 
happening in the Asian Chapter this year. 
 
The most notable achievement was the Chapter’s very 
successful one day seminar on Benchmarking and Best 
Practices in Special Libraries in New Delhi, India in 
early February which brought together over 225 infor-
mation professionals. Even Linda Broussard, SLA’s Chief Community Offi-
cer, flew in from the US, especially for the seminar.   
 
In March, I had the privilege of spending a day in Pune, India, which is just 
outside of Mumbai, with our new West India country representative, Meera 
Gaikaiwari and our Co-Secretary Pradnya Yogesh, who sponsored an event to 
meet a number of senior librarians in this very important city 
 
In Pakistan, our country representative, Umar Farooq and newsletter editor, 
Maqsood Shaheen, have been very busy helping to build the membership. 
They did a presentation in Islamabad on SLA and the Asian Chapter for 
nearly 50 information professionals.  
 
Another wonderful development in the first quarter was the announcement 
that three of our members received SLA awards. Jane Macoustra, Asian Chap-
ter Immediate Past President and this year’s Sponsorship Chairman received 
SLA’s Presidential Citation.  Debal C, Kar, President-elect of the Asian Chap-
ter was a recipient of the Diversity Development Leadership Award.  Addi-
tionally, our Newsletter Editor, Maqsood Shaheen, won first prize in the SLA 
challenge for adding new members. We want to congratulate all of our award 
winners.  
 
If you plan to attend this year’s Annual Conference, please be sure to make 
arrangements now! The Conference will be held in the beautiful town of Den-
ver, Colorado from June 3-6. Come meet and celebrate the success of our 
award winning board members, listen to Vice President Al Gore, attend doz-
ens of educational sessions, test the latest technology at the information-expo 
and meet many of your colleagues from around the world.  Please email Debal 
Kar, dckar@teri.res.in, if you intend to attend, so that we can plan times for 

ISSN: 1793-2289 (Print) 
ISSN: 1793-2297 (Electronic) 



SLA Asian Chapter News   vol. 4  no. 1 2 

attendees from the Asian Chapter to meet in Denver. 
 
We’re always eager to receive articles for the Asian 
Chapter News. Please send articles about your accom-
plishments, library developments, innovative practices, 
interesting websites, trends in the information industry, 
the application of new technologies, book reviews, and 
upcoming events that you’d like to publicize to 
Maqsood Shaheen at shaheenma@gmail.com  
 
Finally, we are still trying to fill a number of positions 
in the Asian Chapter, including Country Representa-
tives, Membership Chairman, and Co-Webmaster.  If 
you’d like to become more involved in the Asian 
Chapter and its development or have recommenda-
tions on activities that we should pursue, please feel 
free to email me at scottjdavidson@gmail.com or any 
of the other board members. 
 
Best regards,  
 
Scott Davidson  
President  
SLA Asian Chapter  
 
 
SLA Asian Chapter Members  
Honored by the Profession 
 
Each year SLA seeks out and recognizes the best and 
brightest stars in the information profession from 
across the globe and offers a number of awards to 
honor exceptional individuals, achievements and con-
tributions to the association and the information pro-
fession.  
 
While the SLA Asian Chapter may be young, its mem-
bers have reaped many SLA awards over the few short 
years of its existence and this year was even better than 
usual.  
 
Two of our member were honored. Immediate Past 
President and current Sponsorship Chairman, Jane Ma-
coustra was selected to receive the 2007 SLA Presiden-
tial Citation and Debal C. Kar, President-elect and Im-
mediate Past Secretary, received the Diversity Devel-
opment Leadership Award. 
 
 

 
Jane Macoustra is Honored with 
SLA’s Presidential 
Citation 
 
Jane Macoustra received one 
of SLA’s highest honors, the 
Presidential Citation.  The 
SLA Presidential Citation is 
granted to an SLA member 
for a notable or important 
contribution during the previ-
ous year that enhanced the Association or furthered 
its goals and objectives.   
 
The announcement of Jane’s award highlighted the 
following reasons for her selection: 
 
• Demonstrating impressive leadership abilities by 
reorganizing the Asian Chapter Board and trans-
forming the Asian Chapter into a vibrant, growing 
and strong chapter. 
• Educating SLA senior leadership on the issues 
and concerns of Chapters based outside of North 
America. 
• Using her extensive knowledge of Asia to build 
connections with prominent organizations through-
out Asia, not familiar with SLA 
• Guiding the Asian Chapter Board in procuring 
advertising opportunities and soliciting sponsorship 
for the Chapter. 
• Overcoming many challenges associated with 
establishing a young Chapter and leading the Chapter 
with grace and determination. 
• Doubling the size of the membership and en-
couraging active participation of the Asian Chapter 
Board. 
 
Jane has been deeply involved in SLA activities in 
both the Asian Chapter and the European Chapter 
since 2000.  For the Asian Chapter, Jane has been a 
Director, a two term president and is currently Im-
mediate Past President and Sponsorship Chairman.   
In Europe, she has been the Publicity Chairman and 
is now a Director.  
 
Jane has had an extraordinary career in the library 
world and has held senior positions in leading invest-
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ment banks as well as law firms. She has a deep under-
standing of Asia after having lived and worked in 
Hong Kong for two and half years. She is a sought af-
ter speaker and noted author who has contributed to 
many leading library journals. Jane currently resides in 
England where she heads her own successful consult-
ing firm, Taipan Research.  
 
Debal C Kar  Selected for Diversity 
Leadership Development Program 
Award 
 
Debal C. Kar, the current Presi-
dent-elect of the Asian Chapter 
and Immediate Past Asian Chap-
ter Secretary, was a recipient of 
the 2007 Diversity Leadership 
Development Program Award.  
This prestigious award recognizes 
Debal's potential for leadership 
and for working with a diverse 
group of SLA members.  
   
Those who are chosen for this award are selected for 
their potential "to help accelerate the advancement and 
visibility of members who represent a diverse popula-
tion of the Association by mentoring them for more 
leadership opportunities within the Special Libraries 
Association, to ensure that the Association remains 
vital, relevant, and representative of its diverse mem-
bership.  
   
The award includes a generous package of benefits. 
Each candidate receives financial support to attend the 
Annual Conference, registration and a mentor to assist 
in understanding the mechanics of how SLA works 
and the roles of the Association leaders.  
 
A quick review of Debal's accomplishments make it 
clear why he was an award winner. Debal is Fellow, 
Library and Information Service at The Energy and 
Resources Institute (TERI), India's largest energy and 
environment related library. He is also a recognized 
conference organizer, scholar, educator, government 
advisor and technical expert for India's library and in-
formation sector. He organized the ICDL conference 
in India, the largest digital library conference in the 
world. He has published 25 articles in respected jour-
nals and presented 20 conference papers. He is a board 
member of many of India's leading library related or-

ganizations. Although Debal only joined SLA three 
years ago, his leadership ability was quickly recog-
nized and he was elected Secretary of the Asian 
Chapter soon after joining and is now President-
elect. Debal has three Master's degrees and is cur-
rently working on his PhD at India's most prestig-
ious school of information science, the University of 
Delhi.   
 
SLA Asian Chapter Holds Major 
Seminar in India  
 
The SLA Asian Chapter held its very successful sec-
ond one-day seminar in New Delhi, India on 2 Feb-
ruary 2007. This year’s topic was “Benchmarking and 
Best Practices in Special Libraries.”   
 
The seminar was the result of months of intensive 
planning led by Chairman of the Organizaing Com-
mittee, Dr. P.R. Goswami, Co-Secretary of the Asian 
Chapter, Past Asian Chapter President and Co-
Chairman of the  Organizing Committee, PK Jain, 
and Secretary of the Organizing Committee and 
President elect, Debal Kar, as well as the rest of the 
Organizing Committee. The planning for the semi-
nar began in October 2006 as the Organizing Com-

mittee identified a venue, selected a theme,  pro-
duced a brochure, proposed a budget, identified 
sponsors, invited speakers, and sent out over 1000 
invitations. 
 
On the day of the seminar, librarians from all over 
Delhi and surrounding areas gathered for one of In-
dia’s major library related events of the year at the 
Indian Institute of Public Administration. PK Jain, 
Debal C. Kar and the other members of the Orga-
nizing Committee greeted the arriving guests and 
handed out SLA literature, Click University bro-
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chures, copies of Information Outlook and the Asian 
Chapter newsletter.  The planned guest list of 200 
swelled to 250. Attendees ranged from students who 
were trying to learn more about the field to some of 
the most distinguished academics and librarians in In-
dia, from the head of the Department of Library and 
Information Science at the University of Delhi to the 
head of the Parliamentary Library. 
 
Throughout the day over a dozen speakers and panel-
ists  covered issues ranging from the theory of bench-
marking and best practices to case studies which exam-
ined how benchmarking is applied in some of India’s 
most respected corporate libraries.  
 
Dr. P.R. Goswami welcomed the audience. PK Jain 
followed with an explana-
tion of the role of SLA. 
Scott Davidson, Asian 
Chapter President, de-
scribed how the Asian 
Chapter is benchmarking 
itself against other SLA 
Chapters and pointed out 
the areas in which the 
Asian Chapter has 
achieved successes and 
mentioned an ambitious 
program going forward.  
Debal Kar offered thanks 
to all of those who had 
been involved in organiz-
ing and participating in the seminar. 
 
Dr. Rabindra Chaaddha, the Joint Secretary of the Par-
liamentary Library emphasized the importance of 
adapting techniques to meet the specific cultural and 
literacy needs of India’s varied communities rather 
than simply adapting approaches from the West.   
 
Dr. Sanjeev Reddy, from the Indian Institute of Public 
Administration stressed that libraries can shape lives 
and open doors. He urged the audience to remember 
that benchmarking is a continual process, that proce-
dures need to be perpetually reinvented and custom-
ized and that all stakeholders, including senior manage-
ment, not just the library need to be involved in the 
process.  He also noted that libraries in India will play 
an important role in lifting India’s economy by helping 
the country to make good decisions through wide-
spread nondiscriminatory access to global best prac-

tices using the latest technology, including video con-
ferences and open and distance learning. 
 
Professor  R.K. Sachdeva, of the Indian Institute of 
Public Administration, in a speech entitled “Library 
Process Innovation Benchmarking and Technology 
Upgrading,” highlighted the need to enhance value 
while cutting costs and avoiding reinventing the 
wheel. He stressed that benchmarking can show 
whether or not an idea should be accepted and can 
help to ensure the selection of the most important 
ideas.  He also reminded the audience that what is 
best today might not be best tomorrow.   
 
Linda Broussard, the Chief Community Officer of 
SLA, offered an insightful look at Networking and 

Benchmarking and 
the steps that an or-
ganization should take 
to implement a 
benchmarking pro-
gram.   Dr. Dinesh 
Gupta an Associate 
Professor and Head 
of the Department of 
Library and Informa-
tion Science at Vard-
haman Mahaveer 
Open University 
highlighted the im-
portance of marketing 
and talked about qual-

ity of marketing and promotion among various li-
brary associations and how marketing has changed 
and received more attention.  He focused on some 
of SLA’s efforts over the years and suggested apply-
ing marketing best practices.  
Sushma Arora the Assistant General Manager of Li-
brary and Information Services at Tata Consultancy 
Services,  explained how her organization, India’s 
largest and one of the world’s most respected IT out-
sourcing companies,  uses the balanced scorecard to 
apply best practices to achieve 100% satisfaction 
among library users at its broad network of libraries 
in India and in other countries.   
 
Dr. S.M. Dhawan, Head of Library and Information 
Services at the National Physical Laboratory in India 
wrapped up the seminar by noting that benchmark-
ing is a powerful tool. He reminded the audience that 
it’s important to change and improve processes and 
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that while competition is important, cooperation is 
more important. He urged the audience to view bench-
marking from a library rather than a management per-
spective and noted that it’s necessary for librarians to 
take the initiative and to measure whether a library is 
becoming more vital and effective. He stressed that 
associations can play a role as facilitator in benchmark-
ing and offered some suggestions for SLA including 
putting out a manual on best library practices for dif-
ferent industry sectors.  He said that librarians are to 
blame when libraries are underutilized and encouraged 
librarians to adapt best practices, including multi skill 
development and change management supported by 
workshops which incorporate hands on experience and 
mechanisms to share change on best practices. At the 
same, he stressed that best practices are not a panacea 
and depend on management structure and quality man-
power. 
 
During breaks throughout the day there were numer-
ous discussions about opportunities for cooperation 
and collaboration between SLA and the Indian Asso-
ciation of Special Libraries and Information Centres 
and other key Indian information organizations.  More 
details about the seminar, including the text of some of 
the presentations, photos and a list of the participants 
are available on the Asian Chapter website at http://
units.sla.org/chapter/cas/bench07.html 
 
For more information about the seminar, please con-
tact PK Jain at pkjain@iegindia.org 
 
Connecting from Around the Globe 
 

By Linda N. Broussard 
Chief Community Officer, SLA 

 
What we all have in common is our membership in 
SLA, our interest in the library and information profes-
sion and our desire to continue to learn from each 
other and experts in the field.  We want to be the best 
we can possibly be in a world that is dynamic and 
growing smaller every day with our access to the Inter-
net.  And, we all want to contribute to the success of 
our employers and the constituents we serve. 
I was delighted to connect with members of the Asian 
Chapter and speak at your conference in New Delhi.  I 
hope that the large number of attendees learned as 
much as I did.  I learned that a relatively small chapter 
can do extraordinary things.  Most US and Canadian 
chapters can expect approximately 40 percent of their 

members to attend a meeting;  the Asian Chapter 
had about 350% more attendees than total member-
ship.  I learned that the organizing committee’s en-
thusiasm for and pride in their SLA membership 
combined with their vast network and hard work 
made the conference a huge success.  In addition to 
providing a quality learning experience, they intro-
duced SLA and the Asian Chapter to a vast number 
of prospective members.  I learned that travel dis-
tances for Asian Chapter members are extraordinary; 
your president, Scott Davidson, traveled 5.5 hours to 
attend and welcome all to the conference, outlining 
the opportunities that are available to members of 
SLA.  I learned that the economy in developing 
countries is a barrier to SLA membership.  While the 
dues were reduced to US$99 two years ago for a seg-
ment of the membership whose salaries are below 

US$35,000, I am carrying your request back to the 
leaders of SLA that our dues structure should be re-
examined again. 
 
I learned that the SLA Asian Chapter has leaders be-
ing recognized at the association-wide level for their 
contributions to SLA and the profession.  Congratu-
lations to Past President Jane Macoustra who is be-
ing  recognized with the Presidential Award and also 
to President-Elect Debal C Kar who is a winner of 
the Diversity Leadership Award.  I understand both 
will be attending SLA 2007 in Denver this June.  I 
would like to invite you to e-mail me if you, too, will 
be attending.  I would like to organise a meeting/
reception for Asian Chapter members attending so 
that you can meet face-to-face and also discuss ideas 
for what is important for you as a member of SLA 
and ideas for increasing the membership in Asia. 
 
I would like to thank those in the chapter who ex-
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tended gracious hospitality to a visiting guest.  In par-
ticular, I would like to thank P.K. Jain for organizing 
everything from accommodations, to ground transpor-
tation and library tours.  This made my time with you 
easy, economical and productive. 
 
Connecting around the globe may not always be possi-
ble in face to face meetings, but please remember that 
you are connected to your colleagues from around the 
globe through SLA’s vast network of discussion lists, 
contacts through the on-line directory which can be 
searched by multiple ways, Communities of Practice, 
blogs, wikis, the Web, e-mail and telephone.  I invite 
you to contact me whenever I can assist you here at 
International Headquarters. E-mail me at lbrous-
sard@sla.org, telephone me at +1.703.647.4938 or 
even Skype me at lindabroussard. 

 
The Asian Chapter Gratefully Ac-

knowledges Sponsors of  the Bench-
marking and Best Practices Seminar 

in Delhi 
 

One Day Seminar on  
Benchmarking and Best Practices in Special Li-

braries 
New Delhi, 02 February 2007 

Organized by SLA-Asian Chapter 
 
Sponsorship Support 
 
Gold Sponsorship (Lunch)  
Subrata Dhar 
Alliance Books Suppliers Pvt. Ltd. 
Journal Division 
B-602 East of Loni Road 
Delhi 110 0093 
Ph: 22811856, Fax: 22814617 
abspl@abspl.com, www.abspl.com 
 
Bronze Sponsorship (Conference Kit)   
Central News Agency Pvt Ltd. 
4-E /15 Jhandewala Extension 
New Delhi 110 055 
Ph: 41541111, Fax: 23626036 
E-Mail: subs@cna-india.com 
Website: cna-india.com      
 
Bronze Sponsorship (Tea Sponsorhip)  

Mr. Sunil Saxena/ Mr. S.R.Kapoor 
Ane Books 
4821, Parwana Bhawan, 24, Ansari Road 
Daryaganj, New Delhi- 110002. 
Ph: 23276843, 23276844, Fax: 23276863 
E-mail: anebooks@vsnl.com  
 
Product Presentation    
Ms. Muralidharan, Padma 
Elsevier (India) Pte Ltd 
Sri Pratap Udyog, 3rd Floor 
Captain Gaur Marg 
Sriniwaspuri, New Delhi - 110 065 
Ph: 4289 0203   Fax: 42890101 
E-mal: p.Muralidharan@elsevier.com 
Website: http://www.elsevier.com    
 
Rajneesh Rajpal 
Country Manager 
Emerald Group publishing Limited 
135, Ist floor, Vardhman diamond plaza, 
Desh bandhu Gupta Road, 
Opp Paharganj police station 
New Delhi -110055 
Mobile no- 91-9810224423 
Ph: 42838038, Fax: 42838038 
rrajpal@emeraldinsight.com 
http://www.emeraldinsight.com 
 
Mr Nishant Atri 
Academic and Professional Division 
Wiley India Pvt. Ltd. 
John Wiley & Sons 
D-69 Hauz Khas 
New Delhi 110016 
26969602 
Contact: Mr. Pradeep, 9811905325 
natri@wileyindia.com    
  
Exhibitors    
 
Mr. R N Ahuja 
Ahuja Book Company Pvt. Ltd. 
4348/4C Madan Mohan Street 
Ansari Road, Daryaganj 
New Delhi 110 002 
Ph: 23276564, 23245859, Fax: 23281514 
M: 9810669070 
Email: abc@bol.net.in 
Web: http://www.ahujabooks.com  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Mr. Surjeet Khurana 
Bookwell 
2/71 Nirankari Colony, New Delhi 110009 
24/4800 Ansari Road, Harbans Street 
Daryaganj, New Delhi 110 002 
Ph: 27251283, 23268786 
Email: bkwell@nde.vsnl.net.in, bookwell@vsnl.net    
 
Mr. Srikar Srivastava 
The ICFAI University 
1012-1013, Hemkunt Chambers 
89, Nehru Place 
New Delhi 110 019 
Ph: 9810832245 
srikar@icfaipress.org 
website: www.icfaipress.org    
 
Mr Pradeep Bhojwal 
Indlaw Communication Pvt. Ltd 
C-128, Second Floor, Defence Colony 
New Delhi 110 024 
Ph: 24336836, 41553359 
Fax: 24332339, M-9811507686 
Mail: pradeep@indlaw.com    
 
Overseas Press India Pvt Ltd. 
2/15 Ansari Road 
Daryaganj 
New Delhi 110 002 
Ph: 23269503, Fax: 23250262 
info@overseaspub.com 
www.overseaspub.com    
 
Mr. Munish Saggar 
Tausco Book Distributors 
Tausco Subscription Agency 
160 Sector A Pocket C 
Vasant Kunj, New Delhi 110 070 
Tel + Fax: 26136821, Tausco@nde.vsnl.net.in    
 
Mr Saurabh Singhal 
TS Informatics 
203, IInd Floor United Plaza 
Karkardooma Community Centre 
Vikas Marg Extension 
Delhi 110 092 
Ph: 9811118580, 9312216451 
Email: tsinfo@gmail.com 
 

Asian Chapter Holds Meeting in 
New Delhi, India 
 
It’s not normally newsworthy when an SLA Chapter 
holds a meeting, but in the case of the Asian Chap-
ter, it is.  
 
One of the challenges that the Asian Chapter faces is 
for members to communicate with each other. Be-
cause of the geographic distance separating mem-
bers, most of the communication and meetings take 
place using SLA’s Community of Practice facility and 
email.  
 
The Benchmarking and Best Practices seminar in 
Special Libraries on 2 February 2007 offered the 
Chapter a perfect opportunity for members, princi-
pally from India, to come together and hold a meet-
ing for one of the first times since the Chapter’s es-
tablishment in 1999. 
 
The meeting generated quite a large turnout of mem-
bers as well as those who were interested in possible 
membership, including much of the Organizing 
Committee of the seminar. We were honored to have 
Linda Broussard as well as President of the Indian 
Association of Special Libraries and Information 
Centres in attendance at the meeting. 
 
Discussion centered around what members in India 
want from the Asian Chapter.   
 
There were a number of conclusions. 
 
First, it was felt that the SLA membership fee re-
mains far too high for most Indians, especially when 
compared with the fees that Indian librarians pay for 
local library associations and relative to their salaries. 
A typical Indian librarian earns US$400-500 a month, 
so a fee that represents ¼ of their monthly salary is 
considered prohibitive, especially compared to the 
US, where the fee is a typically a tiny fraction of 
one’s monthly salary, and even then, is often subsi-
dized or paid for by the employer. It was noted that 
IFLA lowered its fee for members from developing 
countries. 
 
Second, it was decided that it would be useful to co-
operate with Indian based organizations to conduct 
programs and to expand membership. 
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Third, while the one day seminars are very important 
and help to create visibility for the Asian Chapter, a 
number of members stressed the importance of  con-
ducting smaller “hands on” training workshops 
throughout the year, where one can leave having 
learned something tangible.  Click University may be 
one way to help meet this need.  
 
Fourth, there seemed to be a consensus that it would 
be useful to have another seminar next year, possibly 
in Delhi or in another location in India. 
 
Finally, it was decided that establishing a fellowship 
would be an appealing feature of SLA membership.  
 
We will follow up with a membership survey in the 
near future to understand what our broader member-
ship is seeking. 
 
Librarians in Pune, India Gathered to 
Learn about SLA and the Asian 
Chapter 
 
By Pradnya Yogesh, Asian Chapter Co-Secretary 
 
Meera Gaikaiwari, 
SLA Asian Chapter’s 
Country Representa-
tive for West India 
and I recently invited 
Scott Davidson, 
Asian Chapter Presi-
dent to visit Pune, 
during his visit to 
Mumbai in March.   
 
Pune, which is just 
160 KM from Mum-
bai, with a popula-
tion of 4.5 million is 
known as the Oxford 
of India because of the number of academic institu-
tions in the city. It is one of India’s high tech cities and 
is experiencing very rapid growth as one of India’s IT 
outsourcing hubs. 
 
Scott accepted our invitation and arrived in Pune 
around noon on Sunday 11 March. We went to a buf-
fet lunch at the lovely Le Meridien Hotel and then 

spent the remainder of the afternoon discussing ideas 
for building the Asian Chapter in Pune and in India.  
 
We also wanted Scott to meet with the leading li-
brarians in Pune to allow him to learn exactly what 
the local librarians were expecting from the Asian 
Chapter.  So, we organized a get together in the eve-
ning.  Scott explained the role of SLA and the Asian 
Chapter. A questionnaire to capture expectations 
from the local librarians from SLA Asian Chapter 
was distributed during the evening meeting.  
 
During the very interactive session there were many 
suggestions from Dr. Neela Deshpande of Pune Uni-
versity, Mrs. Gadre from Gokhale Institute of Eco-
nomics and Mr. Kishor Ingle of Tata Consultancy 
Services about building the Asian Chapter in Pune.  
 
Two of the proposals which came out of the discus-
sions during the day were: 
 
1) To hold monthly or quarterly gatherings to screen 
some Click University courses for Pune based library 
science students and professional librarians.  The 
Asian Chapter will sponsor the first two courses to 
give a feel for the courses and, hopefully, future 

courses will be 
funded by contribu-
tions from individual 
participants.  
 
2) To support Meera 
and her husband 
Madhusudan Gaikai-
wari in developing 
technology work-
shops for local li-
brarians. Meera and 
her husband, who 
are the owners of 

Algorythms Consult-
ants Pvt. Ltd, have 
developed and market 

India's most popular and widely used Library Man-
agement software "SLIM". 
 
Given the level of interest in the Asian Chapter, we 
are very enthusiastic about conducting additional ses-
sions and programs to help to build the Asian Chap-
ter in Pune and Mumbai, both of which have large 
numbers of special librarians and other information 

SLA Asian Chapter President Scott Davidson (Second from Right) 
and the Librarians in Pune, India Gathered to Learn about SLA and 

the Asian Chapter 
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professionals.   We also think that there may be suffi-
cient demand that Pune should be considered as a 
venue for a future seminar. 
 
I want to thank Scott for coming to Pune to meet us as 
well as Meera and Madhusudan Gaikaiwari of Algo-
rithms Consultants Pvt. Ltd. who generously spon-
sored the meeting. 
 
Pradnya Yogesh, heads global library operations from India for 
Kanbay International, which was recently acquired by Capgem-
ini. 
 
Articles on Asian Library Education 
Receive International Attention 
 
Dr. Christopher Khoo, Associate Professor of the In-
formation and Technology Department at Nanyang 
Technological University in Singapore  and an Asian 
Chapter member, announced that  the Journal of Edu-
cation for Library and Information Science (JELIS), 
Summer 2006, v.47, no.3, has published a special issue 
on LIS Education in Asia,  including 5 papers selected 
from the Asia Pacific Conference on Library & Infor-
mation Education & Practice (A-LIEP 2006)  Confer-
ence held at Nanyang Technological University in Sin-
gapore in April, 2006. 
 
Chris was Co-Chair of the Program Committee for A-
LIEP, which was the first regional conference on li-
brary education in Asia. 
 
The articles on Asian library and information educa-
tion include: 
 
LIS Education in the Asia" by Christopher Khoo & 
K.S. Raghavan, Trends and Issues in LIS Education in 
Asia" by Makiko Miwa. 
 
Educating 21st Century LIS Professionals--Needs and 
Expectations: A Survey of Indian LIS Professionals 
and Alumni" by R.S.R. Varalaksmi. 
 
Challenges of Preparing LIS Professionals for Leader-
ship Roles in Pakistan by Kanwal Ameen 
 
Knowledge Management Education for LIS Profes-
sionals: Some Recent Perspectives by Maryam Sar-
rafzadeh, Afsaneh  Hazeri and Bill Martin. 
 

Library and Information Science Education in Japan: 
Results of a 2005 Survey of Shisho Certification by 
Keita Tsuji, Yuko Yoshida, Makiko Miwa, Hiroya 
Takeuchi,Tomohide Muranushi and Masami Shibata. 
 
The following appeared in the Fall issue of  JELIS. 
 
Supporting First-Year E-Learners in Courses for the 
Information Professions by Barbara Combes and 
Karen Anderson. 
 
Would You Like to be an SLA Star?  
 
A number of Asian Chapter members have ap-
proached the Asian Chapter Board in recent weeks 
seeking opportunities to speak at this year’s SLA An-
nual Conference. 
 
Speaking at an annual conference is a great opportu-
nity to share your knowledge and experience, to gain 
visibility and to enhance your career.  Often times, 
employers are more willing to provide financial sup-
port for Asian Chapter members who are speakers.   
We also find that SLA members are increasingly in-
terested in understanding what is happening interna-
tionally in the field and there are a growing number 
of internationally oriented sessions.  
 
However, SLA Chapters, including the Asian Chap-
ter, do not organize sessions at the Annual Confer-
ence. Rather, the 25 functional oriented Divisions, 
such as Competitive Intelligence, Business and Fi-
nance, and Knowledge Management are responsible 
for selecting topics and identifying speakers.   
  
Since sessions are organized a year in advance, if you 
wish to do a presentation or participate on a panel, at 
the Annual Conference in Seattle, Washington in 
June 2008, it is important that you make your inter-
ests known now. You can propose ideas for sessions 
or find out what is currently being planned and see if 
you have a topic which might be of interest to the 
planners.  Please contact Scott Davidson at 
scottjdavidson@gmail.com or any member of the 
Asian Chapter Board and we can put you in touch 
with those who are planning the sessions in Seattle.  
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SLA Asian Chapter is Taking Off  in 
Pakistan   
 
Despite having a large community of librarians in Paki-
stan, library associations have been relatively quiet in 
recent years. Yet, the demand for information related 
associations is strong in Pakistan.  
 
Umar Farooq, our recently appointed Pakistan Country 
Representative and Maqsood Shaheen, our new News-
letter Editor, have suggested that the Special Libraries 
Association can help to fill the current gap that exists 
in the information community and provide much 
needed services to information professionals in Paki-
stan.  
 
Umar and Shaheen have been working very diligently 
since their appointments. Both recently did a presenta-
tion on SLA and the Asian Chapter to a large group of 
information professionals in Pakistan and were suc-
cessful in recruiting members for SLA and the Asian 
Chapter. Additionally, Shaheen won first prize in the 
recently completed SLA contest to recruit new mem-
bers. 
 
If you’d like more information about plans for the 
Asian Chapter in Pakistan, please contact Umar 
Farooq at umarmuhammad@hotmail.com 
 
Register Now for SLA’s Annual Con-
ference  
 
SLA will hold its Annual Conference in Denver, Colo-
rado, USA, 3 - 6 June 2007 at the Colorado Conven-
tion Center. Denver, the “mile high city” is at the base 
of the Rocky Mountains and is one of the most beauti-
ful cities in the US.  
 
The SLA Annual Conference is the most important 
SLA event of the year and offers an unsurpassed learn-
ing opportunity which allows information profession-
als to remain at the cutting edge of their profession. 
The conference kicks off with dozens of half and full 
day continuing education courses, followed by three 
full days of sessions sponsored by the major SLA in-
dustry divisions,  one of the largest information expos 
in the US, library tours, and a large number of net-
working events. Al Gore, the former Vice President of 
the United States and Scott Adams, the creator of the 
popular Dilbert comic strip, will be the keynote speak-

ers.  
 
Additionally, there will be an opportunity to meet 
your fellow Asian Chapter members including this 
year’s award winners, Jane Macoustra, Immediate 
Past President of the SLA Asian Chapter and and 
Debal C. Kar, President-elect of the Asian Chapter 
and see why these two talented board members re-
ceived the awards that they did. We are also working 
to set up a meeting with senior SLA staff. 
 
Now is the time to register as hotels are quickly fill-
ing up.  For a detailed list of the exciting sessions and 
registration details, please visit http://www.sla.org/
content/Events/conference/ac2007/index.cfm 
 
If you plan to attend the SLA Annual Conference, 
please email Debal C. Kar at dckar@teri.res.in as we 
would like to arrange for opportunities for the Asian 
Chapter to meet while we are there. 
 
SLA Initiates Web based Interactive 
Training for Chapter and Division 
Leaders 
 
In March 2007, SLA provided web based sessions to 
help Webmasters, Treasurers, PR Chairpersons, 
Presidents and President-elects understand some of 
the basics of their SLA positions and where to find 
information about the responsibilities. 
 
This new service is especially important for the Asian 
Chapter as many of us are relatively new to SLA and 
have not had leadership positions in the past. The 
response was good and should help to make new 
leaders within the Asian Chapter more comfortable 
in assuming leadership positions. 
 
Because of time difference between the US and Asia, 
it’s a little bit more difficult to take advantage of the 
interactive nature of the sessions, but the materials 
presented are available on line. A few members of 
the Asian Chapter Board, including our newsletter 
editor and webmaster participated and found the ses-
sions to be most worthwhile.  
 
If you’d like to find more information for SLA lead-
ers, please visit the following page on the SLA web-
site: http://www.sla.org/content/resources/
leadcenter/leadtrain/index.cfm 
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Take Advantage of  SLA’s Click  
University’s  One Free Continuing 
Education Course Each Month 
 
SLA’s Click University, which was launched just under 
two years ago is an exclusive online learning commu-
nity for SLA members, focusing on continuing profes-
sional education for knowledge workers around the 
world. Click University is primarily designed to train 
librarians and information professionals in core skills 
such as software and technology use; management, 
communications, and leadership strategies; and effec-
tive practices and methods for the collection, sharing, 
and use of information.  
 
Click University just announced an important new 
benefit.  Every month Click University will make one 
course available to its members at no charge. This 
added member benefit will allow members to explore 
learning opportunities at Click University.   
 
The Course of the Month also allows members with 
limited professional development budgets to update 
their skills and improve their knowledge base.  The 
courses are selected to provide members with a range 
of topics that are representative of the array of offer-
ings available on Click University and to provide ex-
perience with the various modes of delivery, including 
self-paced courses, and live seminars that have been 
recorded. 
   
The free courses are a great benefit since one course 
alone could be equivalent to the cost of SLA’s mem-
bership fee. Normal fees for Click U courses are as 
follows: Click U Live! replays are US$69 and the 
courses from the Professional Improvement Libraries 
range in price from US$29 to US$169. 
 
You can find out more about Click University and ac-
cess the course of the month at the Click University 
web site at http://www.clickuniversity.com 
 
SLA Click University Free Course of  

the Month 
 

15 May 2007 - 14 June 2007 
Getting Ready for the Job Search 

 

Getting Ready for the Job Search.  Whether you are 
already embarking on a job search or just thinking 
about it you must be prepared to effectively market 
yourself.  If you know  you have excellent skills, ideal 
experience and incredible passion for your work but 
don't know how to package yourself to effectively 
communicate your professional message then partici-
pate in this seminar.  
 
Visit http://sla.learn.com/learn6.asp?sessionid=3-
4D3B3D63-9760-44E0-A29C-  to begin this course. 
 
 

Upcoming Courses of  the Month  
 

Effective Negotiation 
15 June - 14 July 

 
 
Welcome To New Asian Chapter 
Members 
 
We are pleased to welcome the following new mem-
bers to the Asian Chapter in the first quarter of 2007. 
 

Sushma Arora    India 
Muhammad Aslam Pakistan  
Shantanu Ganguly India 
Mark Goetz   United States  
Meera Gaikaiwari India 
Isao Matsumoto      Japan  
Natsuko Sugimoto       Japan 

 
 

Editors  

Maqsood  Shaheen 
Newsletter Editor  
Email: ShaheenMA@gmail.com 

Scott Davidson 
President  
Email: scottjdavidson@gmail.com  

 

SLA Asian Chapter Website 
http://units.sla.org/chapter/cas/ 


