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Message from the President

Dear Members,

It’s a great pleasure to welcome all as the president of SLA Asian Chapter!

Welcome to our returning members, for another great year with the SLA- Asian Chapter and
continued support, and a very warm welcome our new members and a big thank you for joining.  I
am glad to communicate with you all through this bi-annual newsletter, and that not only speaks
about our activities and achievements, but also shares my wish for the chapter.

On behalf of the executive board members of the chapter, I wish to promise that we shall try our
best to serve your needs as a member.  Taking it over from past presidents, I would continue with
B P Prakash’s mission of “‘more members', 'more communication, 'more events' and 'more
learning and sharing”.

In 2012, the Chapter organized several events through-out the year, which are detailed in this newsletter. It also gives me
immense pleasure to note here that as I took over as President for 2013, the year began with a grand event on “human resource
development” at IIES at Delhi in March 2013 organized by Dr P K Jain, followed by another most important Chapter event - the
“ICoASL 2013” in April at Philippines. We have now passed the mid of the 2013, and by now two events have been organized,
more have been planned and few more will come up. This newsletter gives an insight in to all of these.

One of the greatest challenges for our chapter is that it is truly international with so many members from Asian countries. Yet
there are  few countries  which are not  represented strongly.  I  wish this  participation to grow.  I  urge all  members to  win some
more members from parent country and make the chapter stronger. How about “Each one brings one” plan? My first wish is to
have many events organized in member countries - chapter member, country representatives should take lead and members
should get one new member to our family, and your name will be on our list of great contributors in our next issue of newsletter.

The newsletter highlights important chapter events, Awards, news, updates from the President, and informs members about
deadlines, conference events, new opportunities, and other matters of professional interest, but I look forward to your
contributions as well. Please do send write-ups, suggestions and opinions of relevance to the chapter, to Mr. M Nandeesha
(editor) for consideration of inclusion.
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I look forward to your support to constantly improve and better
our approach towards activities for professional capacity
building.  Members are the strength of our chapter, and I look
forward to your involvement in its activities. There are more
than one ways of involvement and contribution - write for the
chapter newsletter, organize events under the Asian Chapter
ageis, communicate with our board members, committee
chairs, directors and country representatives for help, ideas and
exchange of thoughts; actively participate in chapter events
within your country and participate many other ways.

Keep visiting our website and I look forward to your feedback
on chapter activities and website content that would satisfy
your needs as members. Do share with me ideas, thoughts or
feedback to improve our Chapter.  We all welcome your ideas
and feedback.

I express my gratitude to all our members and well-wishers for
the trust and confidence bestowed upon me as president and
my team and I seek your sustained support and co-operation in
future. While its great pleasure to serve as President for 2013
for this wonderful Chapter, I wish to record here that the
success of the Chapter would have not have been possible
without the active support and participation of our Board
Members,  and  for  which  I  recognize  them  for  their  advice,
support and service.

I take this opportunity to thank Mr. M Nandeesha and his
editorial team for their efforts in preparing this issue.

Many thanks to all of you for helping to make our Chapter the
best.

Best wishes,
Medha Joshi

SLA Asian Chapter Board Members - 2013

Executive Board Members Advisory Committee to Executive Board
Dr. Medha Joshi / India President Dr. Debal C Kar / India
Ms. Shirley Ingles-Cruz / Philippines President-Elect Mr. Scott Davidson / Singapore
Dr. Harish Chandra / India Immediate past president Mrs. Kyoko Sato / Japan
Mr. Salek Chand / India Secretary Mr. B P Prakash / India
Ms. Kyoko Sato / Japan Director
Dr. N K Wadhwa / India ICoASL Coordinator
Dr. Susmita Chakraborty / India Dr. Debal C Kar / India
Mr Jay Bhatt/USA Treasurer
Dr. Tariq Ashraf / India Treasurer Elect

Operational Committees Members
Dr. P K Jain (Chair) / India
Dr. Sanjay Kataria / India
Ms. Geeta Paliwal / India
Mr. Joseph Yap / Philippines

Marketing &
Sponsorship

Mr. M Nandeesha (Chair) / India
Dr Susmita Chakraborty / India
Dr. S K Pathak / India
Mr Sanjay Banavar / India
Mr Dhanukumar Pattanshetti / India
Mr Raghavendra Patil / India

Editorial Committee

Dr. Debal Kar (Chair) / India
Dr. Nagappa B / India
Ms. Gladys Joy Entico / Philippines

Membership
Committee Dr. S K Pathak / India Web Master

Dr. Inder Vir Malhan (Chair)/
India
Dr S N Singh / India
Dr N K Wadhwa / India
Dr Sangita Kaul / India
Mr. Kishore Ingle / India
Mr Dharmendra Sachan / India
Ms Meera Gaikewari / India

Program Planning
CommitteeMrs. Kyoko Sato , (Chair) / Japan

Ms. Jeanette Reagan / Australia
Dr. Mrs. Pradeepa Wijetunge /
Srilanka
Mr. KV Satyanarayana / India
Ms. Yashin Hsu / Singapore

Awards Committee

Dr. Pradeepa Wijaytunge (Chair)
/ Srilanka
Dr. P R Goswami / India
Dr. M. Anjaappa / India
Dr. T S Kumbar / India

Mentoring Committee
Mr Mahendra N Jadhav (Chair) /
India
Mr. Mahendra Kumar Arya / India

Discussion List
Committee
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Country Representatives
Representatives Country Representatives Country
Ben Keefe Hong Kong Dr.Mrs PradeepaWijeytunge Sri Lanka
Mr Dave McCaughan Japan Scott Davidson Singapore
Mr Nooruddin Merchant Pakisthan Pik Yin Cheung China
Ms Harvinder Kaur Malaysia Jane RAY UK
Tahmina Akter Bangladesh Ms. Tanya Torres Indonesia

News and Events
ASLP Celebrates its 59 years
By Joseph M. Yap, President, ASLP

Officers of the Association of Special Libraries of the
Philippines (ASLP) were inducted on 16th January, 2013 at
the 13th floor, Learning Commons, De La Salle University.
Ms.  Ana Maria  B.  Fresnido ,  Learning Commons Director
mentioned in her welcome remarks that “DLSU fully
supports ASLP in its endeavors despite being an
Academic/Research Library because just like special
libraries, DLSU also houses and manages several special
collections.”

Ms. Alicia S. Paraiso, 2012 president, reported the
achievements of the 2012 Board. She said that the “first
commendable accomplishment of the Board is the renewal
of the SEC registration after a decade of non-renewal.”  She
also thanked Ms. Shirley Ingles-Cruz and the rest of the
2012 ASLP Board for making this possible.

Highlight of ASLP activities for 2012 is the “Group Study
Tour of Libraries, Museums and Archives in Germany” by
the 12 members of the Board. The 10-day tour was funded
by Bibliothek Information International and Goethe Institut.
Members of the board visited 17 institutions in Germany.

The increase of membership by up to 101% was another
achievement. The remarkable increase was indebted to
Mercedita Servida and Joseph Yap. Members of the ASLP
are those librarians from the government agencies, private
institutions, libraries and information centers with subject-
specific collections, academic with special and rare
collections, archives and museums.

Ms. Shirley I. Cruz received service award for her genuine
support and commitment in achieving the objectives of the
association and Ms. Fe E. Abelardo received citation award
for her unconditional and unwavering support to the
association.  All four newsletters were also published on-
time.  The  ASLP  wiki  (http://aslpwiki.wikispaces.com/)
serves as the hosting site of the newsletters.

Mrs. Elizabeth R. Peralejo, President of Philippine Librarians
Association, Inc. (PLAI) delivered an inspirational message
about the librarianship and information profession.  She
challenged library professionals to become more proactive by
learning the language of new generation of “digital natives” or
“millennial”; the ones who have grown up with the Internet.

Ms. Elizabeth R. Peralejo, President, PLAI and the rest of the 2013
ASLP Board.

*****

ICoASL 2013 – A Report
By Shirley Ingles-Cruz and Medha Joshi

Special Libraries Association Asian Chapter in association
with Association of Special Libraries of the Philippines
(ASLP) organized 3rd International Conference of Asian
Special Libraries (ICoASL III) from 10-12 April, 2013 at
Philippine International Convention Center (PICC), Manila.
The theme of the conference was “Special Libraries towards
Achieving Dynamic, Strategic, and Responsible Working
Environment”. This three days conference offered an
opportunity to put forward innovative plans, debate ideas, and
promote closer cooperation among colleagues. Quality
research  papers  were  presented  and  also  provided  an
international forum for researchers, developers and
practitioners to present findings, and practical experience.
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There were more than 150 participants from more than 15
countries including Germany, India, Iran, Indonesia,
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Philippines, Thailand, S. Korea,
Saudi Arabia, Bangladesh, Hong Kong Bangladesh, S
Arabia and China.

There were nine sessions for contributory papers, poster
presentations and product reviews. One session was
reserved for invited speakers. The conference was
supported by 18 sponsors including exhibitors and
institutions.

The following special prizes were awarded during the
conference:
(a) Best Papers of the Conference

1st Best Paper - Mahaztra Ravenska Putra & Zulva
Ibadati I of Indonesia for their paper entitled “Book
Delivery as a Form of Responsibility towards All
Personnel of Bank Indonesia”
2nd Best Paper – Labibah Zain & Marwiyah of
Indonesia for their paper entitled “The Library of
Museum Sonobudoyo Yogyakart: Preserving the
Nusantara Cultural Heritage”
3rd Best Paper –  Joseph  M.  Yap,  Elijah  John  F.
Dar  Juan  &  Martin  Julius  V.  Perez  of  the
Philippines for their paper entitled “Corporate
Social  Responsibility  (CSR)  Programs  in
Philippine Libraries”

(b) Best Poster Award
Dr. Han Jong-Yup of South Korea for his poster
entitled “A Study for Scholarly Publications of the
Ocean Science Library in Korea”

(c) Best National Costume Award
Mahaztra Ravenska Putra of Indonesia for his
elegance with Indonesia’s National Costume
matching real diamond broach.

*****

SLA Asian Chapter Awards 2013
By Medha Joshi

“Asian Chapter Board Meeting and Presentation of
Awards” was organized on 10th June, 2013 at 4:00 p.m. in
the San Diego Convention Center as part of SLA Annual
Conference. After general meeting agenda, Asian chapter
award recipients received certificates and took memorial
photos with Ms. Deb Hunt, SLA President, Ms. Medha
Joshi, Chapter President, and Award Chairs.

Award Winners -

• Mr. Milind Patil, Tata Memorial Hospital : Recipient of
"SLA  B&F  Division-Asian  Chapter  Early  Career  Award
2013" sponsored by B&F Division & Asian Chapter

(L to R: Sheila L. Rosenthal – Award Chair of S&T, Medha
Joshi – Chapter President, Milind Patil – Winner of B&F
Early Career Award, Kyoko Sato – Award Chair of Asian
Chapter, Deb Hunt – SLA President)

• Mr. Krishnakumar, Sivan Pillai, Tata Consultancy
Services--- Recipient of “SLA Asian Librarian Award
2013” sponsored by IEEE & Asian Chapter

• Ms. Maria Cecillia Ingusan-Ayson,  University  of  the
Philippines-Diliman --- Recipient of “Diane K. Foster
International Student Travel Award 2013” sponsored by
Science-Technology Division & Asian Chapter

*****
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International Information Exchange (KIIE)
Annual Meeting
By Ruth A. Pagell, KIIE convener

International Information Exchange (KIIE) Annual Meeting
was held on 11th June, 2013 at SLA Annual Conference in
San Diego. In conjunction with partner units, the Asian and
Hawaii-Pacific Chapters and International Relations
Section, KIIE’s annual meeting was sandwiched between a
hearty breakfast and a tour of the San Diego Chinese
Historical Museum. A total of 18 participants attended
some combination of KIIE breakfast, meeting and tour,
including 6 participants from the Asian chapter.

This year’s meeting was designed to support the Caucus’
mission statement, formulated in 1993 which is “The
purpose of the International Information Exchange Caucus
shall be to provide a forum for SLA members who seek to
promote networking at the international level through the
exchange of ideas, information and people.”

On behalf of the Caucus, Ruth A. Pagell thanked the Asian
Chapter for its contributions to the lively discussions that
began over breakfast and continued through the meeting
and during the tour.

The meeting began with an explanation of a caucus as
covering an area of interest that does not fall within the
scope of any Division.  KIIE presently has 60 members and
SLA International Information Exchange Listserv has over
50 subscribers. During 2012-2013, KIIE cleared the listserv
of people who were no longer members or SLA or the
Caucus and we provided an alternative platform for sharing
on Linkedin.

Caucuses cannot raise funds nor keep money at the end of
the fiscal year.  Instead of funding a breakfast meeting in
2014, KIIE would like to co-sponsor an event in
conjunction with the Asian and other international chapters
and the International Relations Section. KIIE will wait to
plan for 2014 based on the outcome of the SLA Board’s
discussion on re-envisioning the conference, which
includes looking at international Initiatives.

Bobbi  Weaver,  KIIE  representative  from  San  Diego,  was
thanked for all of her hard work in finding and coordinating
the venues for this successful event.

*****

SLA Asian Chapter Award Winners 2013–
A Memoir

Maria Cecilia Ingusan-Ayson, Filipinas Heritage
Library, Philippines - Winner of 2013 “Diane K. Foster
International Student Travel Award”

It all began with a 1,000-word essay and perhaps a stroke of
luck that paved the way for a milestone in my career in library
and information science.

My essay on the impact of emerging technologies on future
library  services  was  part  of  my  application  for  the  Diane  K.
Foster International Student Travel Award sponsored by the
SLA Sci-Tech Division and Asian Chapter which allowed me
to travel all the way from the Philippines to San Diego,
California,  USA  for  the  SLA  2013  Annual  Conference  and
INFO-EXPO.   Thanks  to  a  Filipino  colleague  who  was  a
previous award recipient for encouraging me to be an SLA
member and for informing me about this opportunity.  This
shows how international travel awards help recruit members
and promote participation and opportunities for international
information professionals like us.

Weeks before the conference, I already felt the warm treatment
from some SLA members particularly from the Sci-Tech
Division and Asian Chapter through e-mail exchanges in
preparation for the conference activities.   Meeting them on my
first day in San Diego was such a delight as they were very
welcoming and friendly.  The Sci-Tech Division Newcomer’s
Lunch created a very cozy atmosphere for getting to know new
people  in  the  division.   And  as  a  first-timer,  it  was  very
comforting to encounter fellow first-timers in the Fellows and
First-Timers  Meet  where  I  got  to  interact  and  network  with
conference newbies and seasoned members as well.  My
interaction with diverse information professionals from around
the world widened my perception of the special library
profession.

The General Opening Session was enlightening and engaging
with Mike Walsh as Keynote Speaker.  With several
interesting conference sessions thereafter, I found it tough to
choose which sessions to attend.  I made the most of my day
by attending three subsequent sessions with short breaks in
between.
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The second day was a special day for me as it was the day I
received my award from both the Sci-Tech Division and
Asian Chapter.  During the business meetings, I learned
more about the Sci-Tech Division and Asian Chapter
activities and future plans.  It was a lucky day as I received
a gift for being one of the delegates who traveled the
farthest.    I  also explored the INFO-EXPO during my free
time  to  keep  abreast  of  the  latest  services  of  various
vendors.

On the last day, I selected varied sessions such as “Hard-
Core  Technologies,”  “Make  the  Most  of  a  Difficult
Situation,” and “Building Community through Value-
Added Databases.”  I found the sessions very practical and
informative.  Three fulfilling conference days flew by
quickly.  I wished there was more time as I completely
enjoyed  the  experience.   I  was  introduced  to  a  lot  of
concepts that were new to me.  I was also inspired to take
on the challenge of becoming a more proactive
librarian/information professional and to continuously
improve and adapt to the constantly changing information
landscape.

Participation in international conferences such as this is a
great way of sharing experiences and learning new ideas
from international colleagues who tackle the same issues.
Networking and collaborating with various professionals
can also do wonders for one’s job or career. On top of the
valuable conference takeaways, new places were explored,
new connections were made and new friends were gained.
I sincerely thank the SLA Sci-Tech Division and Asian
Chapter, especially their respective Awards Committee
chairs Ms. Sheila Rosenthal and Ms. Kyoko Sato for this
invaluable opportunity.

A thousand words would not be enough to encapsulate how
meaningful this experience was to me.  A million thanks,
SLA!

*****

S Krishnakumar, Tata Consultancy Services Ltd,
India - Winner of 2013 “SLA Asian Librarian Award
2013”

SLA 2013 conference was as an opportunity for me to
connect with practicing professionals of various domains
from  across  the  world.   The  five  day  event  was  a
completely new experience and a wonderful platform to
learn and share.

I reached the Venue on 8th June, 2013. Everything from the
start  to  the  end  was  so  very  well  organized.  The  Registration
process was very simple. I had to update my name in a system
and I got a card printed with my details. I was then guided to
the  information  counter  where  I  had  to  collect  a  tag  of  my
choice.  We had an array of tags we could choose from - “SLA
Fellow” “Speaker”….etc. The one I picked read - “First
Timer” and this was then stuck to my ID card. Only later did I
realize how handy this tag was!

The first two days had around 14 sessions of educational
programs. I kicked off my First day by attending the “SLA
Fellows & First timers meet” at the Marriott.  This was a must
attend for all who were participating in the SLA conference for
the first time.  The Interaction with SLA fellows helped me
prepare myself mentally for the conference.  As part of this
session  we  were  also  asked  to  connect  with  as  many  first
timers as possible. I met and interacted with at least 6 first
timers and 5 SLA Fellow members which I thought was quite
good for a first timer!

The next day, 9th June, I had decided on the sessions I was
going attend and started the day with a General Session and
the award presentation. The biggest Hall in the venue was jam
packed and I was stunned to see the huge gathering of
professionals, students and sponsors.  Ms. Deb Hunt was on
stage and was naming award winners (John Cotton Dana
Award,  Rising  Star,  etc.)  along  with  the  SLA  Hall  of  fame
Inductees and SLA Fellows of the year.  For someone like me,
who was attending the first ever International Conference of
my life, watching these proceedings was amazing experience.
This whole scene would remain etched in my memory forever.
To top it all, most of the awardees received a standing ovation
from the audience and that was such an honor!

During the breaks, or while hopping between sessions I
realized that  everyone around me was so caring; greeting me
and inquiring about my experience here at SLA,  and how I
found San Diego, if I was able to find my way around etc.
Only later did I realize that this was due to the “First Timer
Tag” I was wearing! To me this was such a noble gesture and
perhaps the best way to make one feel welcome.
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The Asian Chapter Meeting was held on 10th June, headed
by Ms. Medha Joshi, Chapter President, awards committee
Chair  Ms.  Kyoko  Sato,  and  had  Ms.  Deb  Hunt,  Ms.  Jill
Strand as invitees along with the Asian chapter members
from Singapore, Korea, Philippines and India.  The
Certificate was handed over to me in this meeting. It was
indeed  a  moment  of  pride  for  me  to  receive  this  award  in
the presence of senior professionals from India such as Dr.
P K Jain, Mr. Debal Kar and others.

In addition to the Conference, I tried to find time to visit the
places  suggested  by  the  San  Diego  SLA Chapter.  Most  of
these places were just a walk from the Venue. These places
included the USS Maritime Museum, Glasslamp Quarters,
and  the  Farmers  Market  in  Little  Italy.   This  was  my  first
overseas trip and I must say that it has been professionally
and personally rewarding.  I would like to thank the SLA
Asian  Chapter,  the  Awards  Committee  and  IEEE  for
providing me this opportunity. I would like to reiterate here
that I would like to continue my association with SLA and
also  support  it  by  being  part  of  the  Asian  Chapter
Committee.  Ms Medha and Mr Milind were a huge support
for  me while  I  was there.   My Special  Thanks goes out  to
Mr Prakash, Former President SLA Asian Chapter, for
guiding me throughout this process. Being part of this event
has been a honor one for me and I have lots of memories
that I will cherish forever.

*****

Bonnie Hilditch International Librarian Award
Winner 2013 – A Memoir
Dr. Susmita Chakraborty, India

This was my first visit to the SLA mega-event, namely, the
annual conference of the Special Libraries Association. I
wish to share with our chapter members my wide-eyed
reactions of the encounter still fresh in my memory.

As  we  always  say,  SLA  is  different  from  any  other
professional organizations that I am associated with in its
friendly but professional attitude.

Even before the event starts, information came pouring down
about the different events that are going to take place to assist
me to choose and prepare my calendar.

For the first timers, there was ‘Conference Buddy’ program to
help you surfing through the ensemble of events. There was a
‘Fellow versus First Timers’ Meet’ where one can enrich from
the vast experiences of the loyal fellows of SLA.

A keynote speech from Mike Walsh, a popular writer cum IT
guru, writer of the award-winning book: ‘Futuretainment’,
enthralled the audience. A grand award ceremony at the main
podium announced the most respected awards of SLA proper
for  the  loyal  and  most  active  members  of  SLA.  There  were
other award ceremonies for the different divisions. Parallel
sessions for paper presentations were going on simultaneously
under different division’s programs. There were also
professional trainings given on at-cost basis on ‘Project
Certification’, ‘Knowledge Management’ and other relevant
issues. There were poster exhibitions too where posters from
our chapter members Dr. P K Jain and Dr. Debal Kar had been
much appreciated by the spectators.
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All renowned names in the LIS vendor domain were taking
part in this giant event as exhibitors. Beside the named and
famed global ones, there were others that are more active in
the North America or allied countries. They were very
hospitable towards all the participants with their contests,
receptions and small mementos. The Asian Chapter was
well  presented by the presence of  its  President  Dr.  Medha
Joshi, two directors- Kyoko Sato and Dr. Susmita
Chakraborty, and other important members like Dr. P K
Jain, Dr. Debal Kar among others. There were members
from different countries like India, Japan, and Philippines
among others.  Asian Chapter Award Ceremony was well
attended by SLA President Deb Hunt, Candidate for
President Elect Jill Strand, and Sheila Rosenberg among
others. Dr. Medha Joshi, President of the Asian Chapter
conducted the Chapter Meeting and presented a brief
scenario of the Chapter activities.

*****

Contributions to next Asian Chapter News

We’re always eager to receive articles for the Asian Chapter
News.

Please send articles about your accomplishments, library
developments, innovative practices, interesting websites, and
trends in the information industry, the application of new
technologies, book reviews, and upcoming events that you’d
like to publicize to –

Mr. Nandeesha .M | e-mail: m.nandeesha@gmail.com

*****

For advertisement

For information about advertising in the Asian Chapter News,
please contact Dr. Medha Joshi | e-mail: joshimv@tmc.gov.in

*****

Disclaimer: SLA assumes no responsibility for the statements and
opinions expressed by the contributors to the association’s
publications. Editorial views do not necessarily represent the official
position of the SLA.

*****


