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 Message from the President 

 

 

   

Greetings! 

Dear Asian Chapter Members. Please accept my hearty wishes and prayers in this 

challenging time of COVID-19. We pray for you and your family’s safety and 

wellbeing. You all aware that the whole world is now passing through the toughest 

time of our life because of the pandemic and lockdowns. Even the SLA Annual 

Conference scheduled every year during June had to be postponed, and we are 

still uncertain about the physical event which has been rescheduled for October 

2020. 

Let me first congratulate the Editorial Board of the Chapter for bringing out this 

long- pending issue of the newsletter, but on time for this year. I have served on this 

Board many times and understand how difficult it is to manage the quality of its 

content, which sometimes also result in the delayed-release and merging of many 

issues together. 2020 has so far been an excellent year for the Chapter despite 

adverse conditions due to the COVID-19. Dr. PK Jain of the Chapter has been 

nominated as Director of the SLA Board, which is the first and one of the rarest 

achievements for the Asian Chapter. The webinar Series by the Chapter during this 

pandemic has seen unprecedented success, and we have so far organized 11 

webinars, starting 6 April 2020. All the webinars were delivered by the renowned 

professionals like SLA Immediate Past President, Current and President-Elect, 

Immediate Past President of ALA, etc. The webinar series has been applauded 

from the highest level of the SLA for its success, and the majority of these events 

were full to capacity. We will continue our efforts in this direction in the coming 

days as well.   

Nabi Hasan, PhD, PDF 

2020 President–Asian 

Chapter,  SLA 

Librarian & Head,  

Central Library 

Indian Institute of 

Technology Delhii                

 

http://web.iitd.ac.in/~hasan 
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  The Chapter has also witnessed a sharp rise in its membership, mostly because of the popularity of the events 

hosted and other professional activities. 

   In another success story of its members: Chapter members have won the Bonnie Hilditch International 

Librarian Award 2020, and also the SLA Engineering Librarian of the Year Award 2020. The Chapter has also 

planned an Education Session on “ Asian Libraries at the Crossroads: The Road Ahead “ during SLA Annual 

Conference at Charlotte, North Carolina, during October 2020. The Chapter has scheduled to host the 7th 

International Conference of Asian Special Libraries (ICoASL 2021) to be held from 12-14 May 2021 in Seoul, 

South Korea. Apart from this biennial event, the Chapter also has a plan to host the International Conference 

on Libraries of the Asian Countries: The Road Ahead (ICLAC- 2020) during 25-27 November 2021 at Bangkok 

in collaboration with the Thailand Library Association, Kasetsart University Bangkok, and Ambedkar University 

Delhi. 

   During the last year, the Chapter organized one of its most popular biennial events, the 6th International 

Conference of Asian Special Libraries (ICoASL 2019) on Libraries and Librarianship in the Digital Plus Era, 

during 14-16 February 2019 at the Institute of Economic Growth and Ambedkar University Delhi. This event 

was a huge success, attended by over 400 professionals from the whole globe, including senior SLA Board 

Members like Emma Davidson. Apart from these, many other equally important events were organized by 

the Chapter in collaboration with different partners. 

   Last but not the least, I would like to invite all the professionals to become a Member of the SLA and its Asian 

Chapter and take advantage of its professional activities and awards. Also, the existing members may 

engage in so many other professional activities and contribute to the profession in general.  

   With all my best wishes to the Editorial Board for their commendable work. 

 Message from the Director 

Greetings and welcome to the Asia Community 

(Earlier Asian Chapter) Special Libraries Association, 

USA, which was established in the year 1999 with an 

aim to train, help, and support library professionals 

and leaders in Asia. Ever since then, the Asia 

Community has had an outstanding record of 

organizing International Conferences including a 

series of the International Conference of Asian 

Special Libraries (ICoASL) 2008 in India, 2011 in 

Japan, 2013 in the Philippines, 2015 in South Korea, 

2017 in Indonesia, and 2019 in Delhi. The Seventh 

ICoASL will be held from 12-14 May 2021 in South 

Korea. Details will be available soon. 

I invite all of you to join ICoASL 2021. Asia Community 

is also organizing another series of International 

Library and Information Summit (I-LIPS)  since 2012 in 

different cities in India like- Delhi, Mohali, Lucknow, 

Jaipur, Gwalior etc. 

Asian Chapter has also organized more than 10 

webinars during 2020. Asia Community has also 

earned many awards and honors from SLA and its 

community, which helped them to attend SLA 

conferences in the USA. 

The whole world is passing through a very tough 

time due to COVID–19. All the national and 

international conferences have been cancelled 

or postponed this year. I wish all LIS professionals to 

be happy and safe. 

 

Dr. P. K. Jain 

Director, SLA  

President-Elect, Sci-Tech Community, SLA  

Treasure and Past President, Asia Community, SLA 
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Editor’s Note 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Members, 

Greetings to all of you. Hope you are all happy, 

well, and safe. 

Thanks to the members who have contributed to 

the newsletter.  

Covid-19 has transformed our lives in many ways. 

SLA is one of the largest library associations in the 

world, and supports its members as we share new 

ideas and concerns with our global community,  

as we work together to move the profession 

forward. This ability to expand each member’s 

network, and share ideas and best practices to 

effect change are one of the biggest benefits of 

associations such as SLA. Even though all of our 

face-to-face meetings were converted to virtual 

modes since March 2020, we have continued to 

connect our members. We began with a series of 

webinars in late March, and the rest, as they say is 

history. Many of us in one way or another have 

contributed to the successes of these webinars, 

by speaking, promoting a few and coordinating 

a few. Many of us did learn to conduct, 

coordinate, and schedule webinars by using 

various platforms, not only for SLA Asia but for our 

home institutions.  I was part of many webinars 

and could see our friends smiling, eager to listen, 

and to share. It wasn’t easy to shift our full day 

work to home, with internet challenges, space 

issues, etc., but we did it. 

I am thankful to the Board for assigning me the job 

of leading the Editorial Committee, and also for 

appointing proactive, dynamic librarians across 

Asia to leadership roles. 

My team held several virtual meetings in May and 

June to plan the first newsletter of 2020. During our 

meetings we felt it would be a good idea to know 

from our fellow professionals how they managed 

 

to reach out to end-users by working mostly from 

home before the institutions began to work from 

home, also. 

We did receive overwhelming responses, and the  

committee carefully chose a representative 

selection of contributions to appear in this issue. 

Ensuring functioning is smooth is the utmost priority 

of all Librarians; hence during this current situation, 

one of the articles discusses the standard 

operating procedures given the current situation. 

I hope all members will take time to explore this  

issue of the newsletter.  I also invite each of you to 

contribute one new, unique activity you carried 

out for your users, to our next newsletter. Together 

we move ahead, by learning from each other. 

Bringing out this newsletter wasn't possible without 

my teammates; many thanks to each of them. 

Suggestions for improvement are always 

welcome. Happy and thoughtful reading. 

Dr. Dhanukumar Pattanashetti 

2020 Chair – Editorial Committee – SLA Asian 

Chapter 

 

 

Dr. Dhanukumar Pattanashetti 

IEEE Client Services 

IEEE India Operations Center, Bangalore,India 
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ACHIEVEMENTS & AWARDS   

   
Dr. P. K. Jain has been elected as Director 

  

 

 

We are happy to share that Dr. P. K. Jain has been elected as Director, SLA Board for 

three years from 2020. This is the first time any professional from Asia was elected to 

this  position on the SLA Board. He was also voted as President-Elect of the Science 

and Technology Community of SLA, and will be the President in 2021. Dr P K Jain is 

presently working as Librarian, Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi, India. 
 

Congratulations to Dr. Jain,  and to SLA Asia! 

  

   Mr. Stephen Alayon has been elected as IAMSLIC President 
  

  

  

SLA Member from the Philippines, Stephen Alayon, is the incumbent President of the 

International Association of Aquatic and Marine Science Libraries and Information 

Centers (IAMSLIC). He is the first Asian librarian to be elected as President of the 

Association. Stephen is the Head of the Library and Data Banking Services Section of 

the Aquaculture Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC) in Iloilo, 

Philippines. 

Congratulations to Mr. Alayon! 

  

   
SLA 2020 AWARD WINNERS FROM ASIAN CHAPTER   

 

 

 

  
Bonnie Hilditch International Librarian Award 2020   

Ms Laibah Zain, Head of  Central Library State Islamic University (UIN) Sunan 

Kalijaga, Jl. Laksda Adisucipto Yogyakarta Indonesia has been selected to 

receive the  Bonnie Hilditch International Librarian Librarian Award for 2020 

Congratulations to Ms Zain! 

 

 

  

  
SLA Engineering Librarian of the Year Award 2020  

 

 

 

Dr. Neeraj Chaurasia, Deputy Librarian at the Indian Institute of Technology, 

Delhi, India has been selected to receive the  SLA Engineering Librarian of the 

Year Award for 2020 

Congratulations to Dr Chaurasia !            

 

 

  
Best Researcher Awad  

SLA member Dr. Sada Bihari Sahu received the “ Best Researcher Award 2019 ” during the “ International 

Scientist Award 2019 on Engineering, Science and Medicine ” held on November 15-16, 2019 at 

Visakhapatnam, India.   

                                                                                                                                                                   

Congratulations to Dr Sahu ! 
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 CONFERENCE REPORT 

  

 6th International Conference of Asian Special Libraries (ICoASL 2019) on Libraries 

and Librarianship in the Digital Plus Era 

 The Sixth International Conference of Asian Special Libraries (ICoASL 2019) held last 14 -16 February  

February 2019 in Delhi, India was organized by Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi, Ambedkar University 

Delhi, and the Society for Library Professionals, in association with the SLA Asian Chapter, Special Libraries 

Association (SLA), IFLA - Asia and Oceania, Korea Special Libraries Association, APPTIS (Indonesia), and 

Delhi Library Association. ICoASL 2019 is a landmark now in the ICoASL Series 

 ICoASL series was started in 2008 by the SLA Asian Chapter from New 

Delhi. After a span of ten years, with successes in Japan, the 

Philippines, South Korea, and Indonesia, we earned an opportunity to 

again conduct the series in 2019.  

The conference began with the Welcome address which was 

delivered by Dr. Debal Kar followed by an address delivered by His 

Excellency H E Shin Bonglik, Ambassador of the Republic of Korea. 

The Inaugural address was delivered by Ms. Emma Davidson, 

Chapter Cabinet Chair, Special Libraries Association, who shared her 

experiences and spoke about the role of the library association in the 

digital era. The session also witnessed the address by Prof. Manoj 

Panda, Director, IEG, Delhi; Ms. Labibah Zain, Past President of SLA 

Asian Chapter; and, Su-Muk Oh, President Asian Chapter SLA. The 

vote of thanks was given by Dr. P K Jain, Librarian, IEG. 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                    

 

The atmosphere of the conference reflected the 

international scope of those attending. Of more than 400 

professionals, there were 80 foreign from across the globe:  

22 participants from South Korea, seven (7) from the USA, 

nine (9) from Indonesia, 13 from Qatar, and others from 

Japan, Germany, France, Japan, Belgium, Kazakhstan, 

Switzerland, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, etc., in 

addition to 18 states of India.  Attendees shared their 

experiences, learned from each other, and debated the 

future development of libraries in the context of ownership 

to access. The conference was structured with sixteen 

facilitated technical sessions and presentations to allow all 

participants to enter into practical discussions. The 

conference also had two panel discussions, where 

eminent speakers from the profession provided 

particularly interesting insights into Asian libraries and 

librarianship in the digital plus era.  
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In the plenary session keynote speaker was Athena Hoeppner, who spoke about how 

to envision the imperfect futures by authentication, user information, assessment, and 

user experience (UX). The session witnessed the talk on information discovery using 

search by image on the Internet by Prof. Paul Nieuwenhuysen. The session had a 

presentation from Dr. Anand Byrappa and  Yongbum Heo from Korea, who briefed 

about the data-driven services for the digital plus era through a case study of the 

National Assembly Library of Korea. 

During these two days, the technical sessions sparked an interesting discussion on 

themes like libraries in the digital plus era, information retrieval, digital archives, E-

governance, web-based services, and digital libraries. 

The sessions also witnessed discussions on subjects like the role of library associations,  

user studies, and user education. Intense discussions ensued on the issues of digital 

libraries and how to enhance user satisfaction in a web-based environment. 

     

 

 
 

     

 

 

   Each technical session also had an invited talk by  eminent speakers from the profession. These 

included a talk from Dr. Kelvin Poh from OECD Publishing Japan, who spoke about “ information obesity 

“ with his experiences in OECD.  Other eminent speakers included Dr. K P Singh from the University of 

Delhi, Dr. M Aslam Alam, Dr. R Venkata Kesavan, and Dr. Jean Charles Lamirel from France.  Dr. Hee 

Yoon Choi spoke on the current issues in global scholarly communication. Dr. Shantanu Ganguly from 

TERI shared his experiences about knowledge implementation and knowledge skills. We also had a talk 

by Takashi Nagatsuka from IFLA RASCO, who presented “ How to relate and link the digital collections 

between special libraries and other libraries “. We had a presentation from Dr. Garima Dalal, JNU, who 

spoke about English speaking presentation, i.e., ESP for librarians. We also had presentations from Dr. 

Brend Markscheffel from Germany; Dr. S M Pujar, IGIDR, Mumbai; Dr. Dilara Begum from Bangladesh; 

Ms. Marwiyah Prabowo from Indonesia; Dr. B M Meera from Bangalore; Dr. Sanjay Kataria; and, Dr. D 

D Lal. During the session Ms. Sandy Avila, USA, gave an invited talk about STEM outreach, including 

how to establish partnerships for joint programs, and attract the attention of faculty and students.  

   During these two days, we had a product presentation from our industry partners: Gale Cengage, 

Sage, and Balani/ I-group Infotech, to name a few. A cultural programme was also held on the evening 

of 14 February to entertain the participants.  

   The delegates have enjoyed the academic atmosphere of the two institutions, i.e., the Institute of 

Economic Growth and Ambedkar University, Delhi. The conference explored the digital plus era and 

showcased the diversity of experience that participants brought to the conference on this issue. 
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The conference was attended by a wide range of participants from information science practitioners, 

researchers, information technology professionals, and content and knowledge managers working in the 

libraries, to those who are interested in incorporating new library approaches into their work and policies. 

 The conference witnessed a large number of contributed papers in each 

technical session. Participants greatly enjoyed the chance to meet like-

minded people from so many countries, the opportunity to network,  to 

learn from one another, and to explore ideas. 

On behalf of everyone involved in organising the conference, we would 

like to express our sincere thanks to Director, IEG and V.C. Ambedkar 

University. We are thankful to our sponsors for their supports – DSIR, ICSSR, 

RRRLF, CSIR, among others. We are very much thankful to all committee 

members, chairs, co-chairs, speakers and participants. When we 

organised the ICoASL 2019 one of our prime aims was to let people learn 

from each other. The facilitators played a key role in making this happen. 

We would also like to thank everyone who attended for giving so freely 

of themselves and making the conference a memorable and successful 

occasion. I hope you all made new friends and contacts. These new or 

stronger relationships can only contribute to the global development of 

our profession in this digital plus era. 

Dr  P K Jain        

Librarian, Institute of Economic Growth            

Organizing Secretary, ICoASL 2019 

 

 

 

    
 

 

   
 

 
 

  

 FEATURED ARTICLES & STORIES 

  

 Web Technologies & Social Media in ASLP Events 

By Eugene Espinoza and Brian Dayrit 

 

 

The Association of Special Libraries of the Philippines (ASLP) has been 

regarded as one of the most active and innovative library 

organizations in our country. As attested by the attendees, it trailblazed 

in introducing novel topics, especially in the areas of technologies and 

library management. As Ranganathan once said, “ The Library Is A 

Growing Organism ” and so is ASLP. It strives to walk the talk and gives 

its members the best learning experience during our seminars and 

conferences. 

ASLP harnessed web technologies and social media as information 

platforms and marketing tools.  

In 2011, it utilized Wikispace as our website and content management 

system to have a stronger online presence.  In 2017, the redesign was 

approved via open-source software Drupal. Due to improved GUI and 

layout, engagement also increased. 

 

Kids Having a Good Time with 

ASLP - Cebu, 2018 
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The 2019 Board distributing 

hygiene kits - NCH 2019 

 

ALIVErary_s Mr. Cortez 

conducting storytelling 

session with one the the 

beneficiaries 

 

Magbasa Tayo founder Mr 

Tansiongco doing story-telling 

by the sea 

In 2016, ASLP started strengthening its social media presence through 

Facebook. Data revealed that ASLP’s Facebook page placed second 

among local LIS professional organizations on the number of likes and first 

on the frequency of posts. Since then, ASLP’s Facebook page likes 

continued to increase; 3,370 in January 2017 to 5,171 in January 2020. 

Engagement of our posts also grew in leap and bounds. 
 

ASLP’s growing popularity in Facebook was attributed to a well thought 

out marketing plan, improved messaging, and catchy graphics. One of 

the well-received Facebook series was the Faces of ASLP, a newsletter of 

sort that highlights the accomplishments of our members.  

In 2017, Google Suite was also used by the officers to collaborate and  

archive documents. 
 

In 2018, ASLP commissioned the development of an attendance software 

that automated that tedious task of attendance monitoring as required 

by a local regulatory office. Attendees’ records were electronically saved 

using barcode technology, which became the basis of the continuing 

professional development (CPD) points computation. It eliminated clerical 

tasks that the Board would otherwise perform, especially important as the 

number of participants started to grow.  

 

In 2019, ASLP TV was rolled out.  It is a one-minute video posted on our 

Facebook page on an impromptu Q&A to each speaker of the Congress 

after their talk.  Also, in 2019, Pigeonhole Live was introduced to engage 

its members during the seminars. True to form, our audience interaction 

improved as inhibitions from our participants were removed. 

 

Technologies may come and go, but ASLP remains steadfast with its 

commitment to fostering strong and lasting ties with its members and in 

advancing special librarianship via trailblazing projects, seminars, and 

conferences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharing my experience as an Academic Librarian at IISER Bhopal                             

By Sandeep Kumar Pathak  

 

 

 

Being an academic librarian, we face challenges every day, and we 

always try to resolve these issues with a quick response time. We enjoy 

interacting with young research scholars on the institute campus. Being an 

Institute warden gives me different experience dealing with Ph.D. scholars. 

During the lockdown period, we organised webinars related to various 

resources and tools for our students and faculty members. Recently, we 

have developed an IISER Bhopal Library Mobile App and also uploaded it 

to the Google Play Store. 
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 Library Mobile App usage has significantly changed the way that 

readers interact with information. By using the Library Mobile App, library 

readers get access to the online library and  information services. It 

includes searching for Library books online, library catalog, borrowed 

books in their name, access to subscribed e-book/ e-journals/ major 

fulltext e-databases, bibliographic e-databases, DOAJ e-journals 

contents, various LIS services, list of Ph.D. theses, inter-library loan,  

document delivery ervice, etc. Library Mobile App also provides a wide 

array of library services to library readers, like library hours, the 

photocopy facility, a list of subscribed print newspapers/magazines, 

new book arrivals, various library forms,  library guides, and more. 

I have received the prestigious Madhya Pradesh Library Association 

(MPLA) Jury Award 2019 on 11August, 2019. On behalf of MPLA, we are 

organising an MPLA weekly “ Online Webinar Series “ for all the library 

science professionals in India and abroad.. 

Dr. Sandeep Kumar Pathak         

Dy Librarian, IISER Bhopal, (India)            

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 The Spirit of Creativity  During Covid 19 :  A Case of Uin Sunan Kalijaga Library –

Yogyakarta Indonesia By Marwiyah  and Labibah Zain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impacts of Covid-19 

As campuses are closed during the pandemic of COVID-19, a program of work 

from home (WFH) is launched. This type of working is unfortunately problematic 

either for lecturers or students. Lecturers are now requested to deliver on-line 

teachings, using various applications and platforms. Instead of delivering on-line 

instructions, however, some lecturers give assignments to their students. 

Furthermore, these are not easy tasks to do on the part of the students, as they 

need resources (mostly printed ones) for writing papers, while the library does 

not give book-borrowing services. The same thing happens to lecturers who are 

doing their research. They have difficulties accessing the library printed 

collections. Another problem that arises during the pandemic is those of library 

administration and fines, particularly concerning students (library users) who are 

about to graduate. To deal with all these problems, the library creates new and 

innovative strategies. 

Innovative strategies 

To deal with all the problems that arise after the campus is closed, the library 

coordinated with various sides, particularly with the leaders of the university, to 

initiate policies on library services. At the same time, internal library coordination 

is also made, using social media like Instagram. 

 

   

Marwiyah 

    

Labibah Zain 
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Some new strategies made by the library include: 

Talk Show IG Live and Virtual Performances 

As there are many questions asked by the users, the 

library initiates a dialogue with the users through social 

media. Using Instagram, the library holds an IG Live talk 

show with themes like;  users’ questions about fines, 

library clearance, collection service, how to access 

library collections during the lockdown, repository, 

plagiarism, information technology access, and 

concerning collection development. 

During COVID-19, the library also had some virtual 

poetry reading performances with professors and 

librarians from Kartini Community Live through 

Instagram which include; One on One Consultation 

with Mamake (mother), Offline and Online Library 

Clearance Service, Information Dissemination and 

Dialogue through Social Media like Instagram, 

Facebook, Youtube, and Whatsapp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             
 

            

  

    

Indonesian Cultural Exhibition: Virtual Activities of UIN Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakarta 

Indonesia's LIS Students  by Labibah Zain 

  

Indonesian Culture Exhibition is an annual event done 

by the LIS Students of UIN Sunan Kalijaga, who take 

Class of  Information In the Social Context (IDKS). 

Labibah Zain, the lecturer who teaches IDKS Class, said 

that the cultural event is intended to build  

 

students' awareness for preserving local culture. 

The students have to do research about the 

philosophy and history of a particular local culture 

and display what they got in the exhibition booth. 
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Organizing the exhibition is a requirement for the students who take the IDKS Class. This year, Covid-19 

forced the teaching-learning activities onto the Online Platform. The students used the Instagram account 

of @pameranbudayaidks for displaying their works. The exhibition showcased traditional Indonesian 

clothes, food, healing, games,  wedding reception, music, story, houses, and scripts.  The virtual exhibition 

was  officially opened on 14 June 2020, at 9 am Yogyakarta time. During the virtual exhibition, there were 

Virtual Live talk shows and performances done by the students, lecturers, and LIS alumnae.  This virtual 

exhibition got a lot of support from the Head of the LIS departments, the Dean, the Rector of UIN Sunan 

Kalijaga, some Presidents from various associations and librarians, and writers from Australia, India, 

Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Bangladesh, South Korea, France, and the United States. They sent messages 

through videos, which have been posted through Instagram. This Virtual Cultural Event was supported by 

the Faculty of Adab and Cultural Science, Department of LIS,  Library, LIS Student Association, and LIS 

Alumnae of UIN Sunan Kalijaga. 

 

The Shibboleth Authentication: INFED is a Boon to the Indian Academic Institutions 

During COVID-19 Lockdown  By Mahendra N Jadhav 

 
Introduction 

As per the data from EDuGAIN website, 74 

countries’ federations have been registered as 

members across the globe. The INFLIBNET Access 

Management Federation (INFED), the first 

Federation from India, has adopted ‘Shibboleth’, a 

standard-based open source software, for 

authenticating authorised users from academic 

institutions and providing them seamless off-

campus access to the subscribed e-resources. 

All the academic institutions are closed during the 

lockdown period to prevent the COVID-19 

outbreaks in India. The academic institutions have 

migrated to online teaching and learning mode.  

One of the  primary objectives of the libraries and 

information centres is to provide secure off-campus 

access to the subscribed or purchased electronic 

resources to the authorised users. 

Types of technologies available 

1. Open Athens, 2. Shibboleth 3. VPM (Virtual Private 

Networks) 4. EZproxy 5. RemoteXS 6. CASA – Google 

Scholars 7. Pairing the Device 8. EDUROM 

Shibboleth: Shibboleth is a single sign-on log-in 

system for computer networks and the Internet. It 

allows people to sign in using just one identity to 

various systems run by federations of different,  

organisations or institutions. It supports LDAP, 

Kerberos, JAAS, X.509, SPNEGO, Duo Security, and 

container-based authentication systems. A Security 

Assertion Markup Language (SAML) is an open 

standard for exchanging authentication and 

authorisation data between an identity provider, 

and a service provider is an XML-based protocol.  

How Shibboleth works?:  The librarian or subscriber 

has to request that the publishers provide remote 

access facility through Shibboleth. The publisher 

needs the following SAML metadata of the institute, 

entity ID, EduPerson affiliation authentication 

methods, and country federation name, and then 

accepts the license terms and conditions of the 

federation. e.g.    

 

entityName: Indian Institute of Technology Madras 

entityId: https://idp.iitm.ac.in/idp/Shibboleth 

eduPersonScopedAffiliation:faculty|Students|Rese

archScholar|Staff (*@iitm.ac.in) 

eduPersonEntitlement:https://www.iitm.ac.in 
 

Then the publisher configures the resources based 

on the information provided by the institute and 

creates the softlink. Through the soft link, the 

authorised users will be able to access resources 

shown in the workflows. 

Single Sign-on Steps: See the below flowchart 
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Table 1. Status of the INFED members getting off-campus access on 15.06.2020 
 

No of IDP 

Registration 

Full Fledge 

functioning 

Registered  as 

candidate 

No. of Resources 

configured 

NLIST 

Members 

140 70 70 39 3417 
 

Benefits of joining INFED 

 

 INFED is a free service 

 Monetary benefit 

 Free Technical supports 

 The accuracy of user-management practices 

 Institute users may get access to more resources 

 Increase in the scholarly output by providing seamless access   

 The Shibboleth is 99% secure; it is configured on https 

 It provides users statistics (IP address, users login details, accessed resource, 

location)  
 

Conclusion 

 

At this time, this service is free to all eShodh Sindhu consortia members but is likely to 

extend to all academic institutions in India. Until the COVID-19 situation improves, 

there will be no on-campus physical classes. Most of the publishers are supporting 

the Shibboleth identity provider authentication protocol. The institutions are 

spending hefty money on the commercial solution to provide off-campus access, 

because it is today's requirements. After all, many institutions have switched over to 

online mode so that it is better to use the INFED. At this juncture, The Shibboleth 

provides an effective solution for secure multi-organizational access to Web 
resources. 
 

I acknowledge with thanks to Mr. Raja V, Scientist- B, and INFED team of INFLIBNET 

for taking such initiatives and promoting this project to Indian academic 

communities. 
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 SOPs/Protocols for the Libraries in the New Normal 

By Nabi Hasan 

 
Introduction 

The world today is passing through a very tough time, due to the COVID-19 pandemic situation and 

lockdowns. This scenario is unprecedented, strange, unknown, weird, confusing, risky, and requires social 

distancing, use of masks, soaps, sanitizer, etc., and we must follow many mobility restrictions. A 

comparable earlier pandemic, occuring in the years 1918-19,  is known as the Spanish flu. 

Every walk of life, profession, etc. is affected by this WHO-declared pandemic. Most impacted are labour-

intensive physical industries, but as the library profession is IT-supported, so there is  hope. 

COVID-19 began to lead to the closure of library buildings at the start of the year 2020. Libraries and 

librarians are now offering reduced or alternative services until full services resume, though generally, the 

focus is on online services and digital contents. Valuable resources libraries can offer to include support 

for teachers and students, engaging in online instructions, access to e-Resources, curated lists of COVID-

19 news and examples of best-practice responses. Decision-makers need to weigh the well-being of staff, 

library users, and the community, when making changes to library service hours, programs, or policies, 

given their local contexts.  

Despite all the limitations, libraries have started opening their services and providing physical access to 

many resources in the New Normal in this COVID-19 situation, as people believe that the virus may remain 

for a longer time? It means, despite all the limitations, the libraries and librarians must provide library 

services to the clientele in the COVID-19 situation, which is also termed as the New Normal. Some of the 

Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)/Protocols, which may be considered as the Model SOPs for 

functioning and reopening libraries in the new normal, have been enumerated below to help leaners to 

explore and adopt after observing their local conditions. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

General Guidelines 

1. Library working hours may be reduced, like 

from 10:00am to 5:00pm for the users, on 

weekdays only. 

2. Only currently enrolled students/faculty 

/staff should be allowed to avail of the 

Library facilities. Visitors, alumni, relatives/ 

dependents, etc. may be strictly not 

allowed in the library until further review of 

the situation. 

3. Infrared (IR) sensing of body temperature 

should be mandatory, and the status of the 

Aarogya Setu App should be seen at the 

entry gate of the library. 

4. The temperature and sanitization of the 

person entering the library may be taken 

care of by the Security Guard/Neutral 

person to avoid any unauthorized entry. 

 

 

 

5. All the users/staff coming to the library need to wear 

masks and sanitize their hands compulsorily before 

entering. 

6. Users/staff need to strictly follow physical distancing 

norms as advised by the Institute/Government from 

time to time. 

7. Students are discouraged from coming with bags or 

other belongings. Only one person should be 

allowed at a time to enter the Property Counter. 

8. Staff need to use designated office space for the 

discharge of their duties, including the use of 

computer, maintaining the required distance, and 

hygiene. 

9. Library team members should try to avoid surface 

contact as much as possible and should be 

encouraged to regularly wash their hands with soap 

or sanitize hands with an alcohol-based sanitizer 
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10. Disposable tissues or handkerchiefs should be 

provided to use in the office.  

11. Areas that are frequently touched by the 

users/staff like the main gate, handles, knobs, 

tables, chairs, check-in and check-out 

systems, floors, book dropbox, surfaces, 

computers, furniture, etc. should be regularly 

disinfected. 

12. Employees residing in the containment area 

or having symptoms of COVID-19 or are 

thought to have come in close contact with 

such people, should not come to the office. 

13. The staff doing the cleaning, dusting, and 

shelving of books should necessarily be given 

masks and hand gloves. 

 

 

     

14. The staff, who are unable to attend the office on a 

particular day due to justified reasons, are expected 

to work from home as per the duty roster and should 

always be available on telephone and electronic 

means of communication. They should attend the 

office, if called for any exigency of the work. 

15. Central air-conditioning should be avoided, and 

proper airflow should be maintained in the library 

building. 

16. Appropriate Notices should be issued/displayed by 

the library with regard to SOPs/Protocols of the 

library/institute. 

17. In case of an emergency, the library administration is 

to take the final call on issues/matters which should 

be binding to all the relevant. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Protocols for the Library Users, etc.  

1. Only a floor/area should be used for reading purposes with a maximum capacity of 10% of total 

Library sitting capacity to ensure required physical distancing.  

2. The users should use separate staircases, if possible. 

3. The users should not be allowed to enter in the bookshelves/book stack area. These areas should be 

used with closed access provisions.  

4. The requested book may be made available by the library staff. 

5. The use of library computers for OPAC/Internet may be temporarily closed. Users should be 

encouraged to use their devices. 

6. Books should be returned strictly through the book drop box by the users, and there should not be 

any human interference in this process. The returned books may be quarantined from 48 to 72 hours 

and may be checked in by the staff and placed on the shelves after this period. No book should be 

returned at the circulation counter.  

7. Users to whom the books have already been issued can keep it until required by another user. No 

late fee should be charged for the period of COVID-19.  

8. Users noticing any ill/unwell person should immediately bring it to the notice of the staff on duty. 

9. Users should throw any waste/paper/used mask/gloves, etc. only in the dustbin placed in the library. 

10. The washroom facility (with liquid soap) should be provided to the users on all the floors of the library. 

11. In the case of thesis submission and no dues, the staff should sanitize their hands or wear gloves and 

then only receive the thesis, or they may keep it isolated for 72 hours before touching and checking 

for the no dues.  

12. CD/DVDs may be disinfected using UV scanning, if available, or quarantined for 72 hours.  

13. Entry in the library computer lab should be temporarily closed.  

14. Book vendors are to deliver the ordered books at the library entry gate. 

15. Online book/eBook recommendation systems (instead of printed forms) should be encouraged, and 

the procurement of eBooks over printed books should be encouraged/preferred. 
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16. E-Resources should be made accessible remotely using remote access tools like VPN or Shibboleth 

or through login credentials. 

17. Outsourced photocopying, printing, scanning, etc. services may be allowed with proper social 

distancing and other protocols, and only one user at a time may be entitled to avail of the facility. 

18. Vendors/workers/support people, etc. may be allowed as per the need of the library following all 

the protocols. 

19. All the guidelines as issued from time to time by the institute/Government should be applicable 

with/without further notice. 

20. These SOPs/protocols are subject to modifications, if any, from time to time as per the orders from 

the competent authority/library administration as per the situation. 

21. Visit the library and institute website for any complaints/suggestions/issues. 
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Services with a Difference By a SLAer  Harpreet Kaur 

 

Dr. Harpreet Kaur, who is an SLA Asian Chapter Member 

and working as a Library Information Officer at the 

Indian Institute of Technology Ropar, has become a 

popular figure in this pandemic period for her out-of-the-

box services to the community. 

She shared the story that it was always in her mind to do 

something for under-privileged children. 

To fulfill that vision, she started meeting 

children of Village Mattaur, Mohali (Punjab), 

India, on weekends in the year 2019, and on 

the occasion of Diwali festival, she distributed 

stationery items like pencils, colours, erasers, 

etc. to the 96 children as a gift. Like that, she 

motivated these children to read books also.   

On 2 March 2020, she started a small library 

with 150 books for under privileged children 

to uplift the education at this village. All the 

children are delighted to read these story- 

books. During the lockdown, some children 

called her and informed her that they are 

reading books at their home and enjoying 

learning. She plans that after lockdown, she 

would take the classes as well and read the 

stories of prominent authors for them on 

weekends and would add more in the 

collection (as narrated to Dr. Nabi Hasan, 

SLA). 

http://www.ala.org/
https://en.unesco.org/
https://www.ifla.org/
https://www.who.int/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T_t6GhTHuPk
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhin.2020.01.022
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SLA Annual Conference 2019: A Memoir By Zobia Rehman 

 

 

 

Zobia Rehman 

I am studying for my MLIS at AIOU, Karachi, Pakistan. I am glad to have a 

chance through Diane K. Foster Student Award to attend last year’s SLA 2019 

annual conference, which was held at Cleveland, Ohio. I attended several 

sessions of a multidisciplinary nature. Further, it was amazing to interact with 

other SLAers at new member orientation, the Science & Technology Division 

Breakfast, and members meet-up programs. The conference general 

opening session began with President Hal Kirkwood and Amy Burke, SLA 

Executive Director, and the keynote speaker was Leon Logothetis on “The 

Kindness Diaries: Recognizing Your Potential and Giving Back”. The poster 

session was unique in that it allowed displaying the research talent of the 

people. INFO-EXPO was also an essential part of the SLA conference for me, 

where I received information about different vendors and their exciting 

products. 

Moreover, at Lucidea Booth, I met Mr. Stan Garfield, author of Proven 

Practices for Implementing a Knowledge Management Program and 

collected an author-signed book from him. I also attended the 20th SLA Asian 

Chapter Anniversary Celebration and Session and also the 110th Anniversary 

of SLA. This conference boosted my knowledge and encouraged me to 

explore it further in future events. I want to thank the Science-Technology 

and Engineering Divisions, and the Asian Chapter for considering me for this 

award. It means a lot to me. 

 

 

  
Odisha Library Academy Continues Grand Webinar Series during COVID-19 

Lockdown By  Bibhuti Sahoo  

 

Odisha Library Academy (OLA) was launched on 9 August 2015 by a group of young and dynamic library 

and information science professionals, to promote the library and information science educationand 

research; to undertake training and continuing education among library professionals; to suggest and 

frame rules, regulations and standards, etc. OLA continues to host a grand Webinar Series during the 

current COVID-19 pandemic, which has an increasing impact on library and information science 

education in particular, and the society as a whole. It also supports library and information science 

professionals in discussing various professional topics and effective functioning of their libraries.  

The Webinar Series: a part of OLA Study Circle, has hosted five successive webinars since the pandemic, 

and has covered a range of topics, by  renowned experts in the field.: 

 Metrics to Altmetrics by Dr. Mahendra N. Jadhav, IIT Madras, 16 May 2020. 

 Research Data Management by Prof. ARD Prasad, Ex-professor, DRTC, ISI, Bangalore, 23 May 2020. 

 Intellectual Property Management by Dr. B.K. Sahu, NRDC, Vishakhapatanam, on 30 May 2020. 

 Koha (new release version 20.05) by Chris Cormack from New Zealand, the original developer of 

Koha. The webinar has completed followed by a panel discussion on - “KISS: Koha India Strategies 

for Sustainability.” The panelists had proposed to initiate a Koha India Group under open source 

community, on 6 June 2020. 

 

 

·     SOPs/Protocols for Reopening and Functioning of the Libraries during COVID-19 by Dr. Nabi Hasan, IIT 
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 SOPs/Protocols for Reopening and 

Functioning of the Libraries during COVID-19 

by Dr. Nabi Hasan, IIT Delhi, on 13 June 2020. 

 Strategic Library Re-Opening in a Pandemic 

World  by Stephen Abram, Executive Director 

of the Federation of Ontario Public Libraries, 

Canada, and Past President of SLA, on 20 

June 2020. 

All these videos are available on its Youtube 

channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_NTc6iM

4c0CyaVCxmzOJhQ and has been viewed 

more than 17,000 times within one month. 

 

 

 SLA ACTIVITIES 

 Asian Chapter Activities during SLA 2019 and SLA 2018 conferences in USA                  

By P K Jain 

 

 

 

 

 

Asian Chapter-SLA organized many activities 

during SLA 2019 conference in Cleveland, USA 

during June 2019.  

Asian Chapter organized a panel discussion and 

award ceremony during the conference.  The 

2019 SLA Asian Sci-Tech Librarian award 

sponsored by IEEE was given to Dr. Neeraj 

Chaurasia, Deputy Librarian, Indian Institute of 

Technology (IIT), Delhi. Asian Chapter has also 

celebrated its 20 years of completion as it was 

established in 1999. A cake-cutting ceremony 

was conducted. Ms. Zobia Rehman from 

Pakistan received the S. Kirk Cabeen Travel 

Stipend Award from the Sci-Tech Division, SLA 

2019 conference held in Cleveland, OH, USA, as 

below: 

In 2018, Asian Chapter organized a few activities 

during the SLA 2018 conference in  Baltimore, 

Maryland, USA: 
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In 2018, the SLA conference was organized in 

Baltimore, Maryland, USA during June 2018. Asian 

Chapter organized a Panel Discussion and award 

ceremony during the conference.  The 2018 SLA 

Asian Sci-Tech Librarian Award sponsored by IEEE 

was awarded to Dr. P. Visakhi, Deputy Librarian, 

Indian Institute of Science and Education Research 

(IISER), Mohali, India. Dr. Nabi Hasan, Librarian, Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT), Delhi was also awarded 

the Bonnie Hilditch International Librarian Award from 

Sci-Tech Division, SLA.  

 

The Special Library Association Webinar Series: A Report   

By  Parveen Babbar, P K Jain, and Nabi Hasan 

 

Special Libraries Association Asian Chapter has a mission to provide networking facilities for all Asian 

librarians and encourage collaboration and knowledge sharing. In the past, SLA Asian Chapter has been 

at the forefront in organising training, workshops, seminars, and conferences in the Asian region to 

encourage continuing education. In the time of COVID-19, when most of the countries in a state of 

lockdown, with physical social gatherings being abandoned, the SLA Asian Chapter was the first to start 

with a webinar series. The first webinar of the Chapter was organised in the first week of April 2020 on the  

topic of remote access, The topic is the need of the hour for libraries to provide services to its users 

remotely. As the world is moving to a new normal of work from home and the virtual world of meetings 

and social gatherings, the SLA Asian Chapter discussed the topic of Intellectual capital and how it can 

best be utilised in the period of COVID. With physical books distant from the user, the role of eBooks has 

increased. Hence, the third webinar relevant in the COVID time was on eBooks regarding how  eBooks 

could help the users during this pandemic so that users and research are not distant from the books they 

love to read in the libraries. The webinar discussed how eBook access could be made available at the 

desktops and on other reading gadgets. The first three webinar speakers were from India. 
 

To get a wider knowledge domain from speakers around the world, SLA Asian Chapter planned to 

introduce the speakers from other countries. So, the next webinar was planned to share the experiences 

of Drexel University. The speaker of the webinar was Mr. Jay Bhatt, who is the Engineering Librarian at 

Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA, USA. He spoke on his experiences at Drexel with library services they 

are providing to faculty and students in an online academic environment during COVID-19.  
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   With so much  online content, and as librarians and information professionals, we also need to provide 

the users with content integration and eDiscovery.  Thus, a technology-oriented webinar was 

organised on how to use artificial intelligence with R, and how we can give content integration and 

eDiscovery to the users. The speaker explained how we could use the R platform, which is open source 

and can be used in smoothening and aggregating as a part of pre-processing to help in building 

smarter decisions with the context of eDiscovery. 

   SLA headquarters have always been supportive of functioning and other activities of the Asian 

Chapter. The request to the SLA Past President 2019, Present President for the year 2020, and President-

Elect for the year 2021 were sent, and immediately all three Presidents agreed to be speakers for the 

SLA Asian Chapter Webinar Series. The next webinar was organized with Mr. Hal Kirkwood, 2019 SLA 

President and Business Librarian at Bodleian Libraries, Oxford University. He spoke on how one can 

experiment with mind mapping, and discussed the techniques for individual or group knowledge 

reflection and brainstorming. Ms. Catherine Lavallée-Welch, President-Elect, SLA and University 

Librarian, Bishop's University, Canada, was the next speaker of the series, and she advocated for the 

library in higher education, discussing her experience and her viewpoint as an administrator and 

university librarian which she gained in the USA and Canada. She spoke on how the promotion and 

the advocacy in favour of the modern university library must be engaged with factual, and systematic 

environment ensuring the receipt of the resources necessary for its success. In continuation of the 

President as speaker webinars, the next webinar was by Ms. Tara Murray, Penn State University, and 

President SLA. She gave some tips for library career transitions, and how one can have transferable 

skills. She also shared her own experiences about her transitions through a variety of library 

environments, including an engineering firm, a public library, a research centre, a special library, and 

a university library. She discussed the strategies which may help in preparing to apply knowledge and 

skills in new ways. To our surprise, 1925 participants registered for the webinar of Ms. Tara Murray, but 

due to webinar platform limitations, we could accommodate a maximum of 1000 attendees at a 

time. Still, the webinar was attended by 1201 participants as per the multi-session report. The webinar 

was made live on Facebook and was attended by many participants who were not able to access 

through the GoToWebinar platform. 

   In continuation of the Webinar Series, the next webinar was by Dr. Kalyan Bhattacharjee, IIT Delhi, 

India, and he discussed “ Human Resources in the Library Profession in the Digital Era.” The webinar 

was registered by the highest number with 2434 registrations and was attended by 1154 participants 

through the GoToWebinar platform.  

The next webinar was jointly organised by the SLA Asian Chapter and Society of Library Professionals, 

India. With two speakers, the first one was Dr. P.R. Goswami- Former Director (Library), IGNCA, who 

discussed  “ Academic Libraries and Librarianship with a Synoptic View, ” and the second speaker, 

Dr. Surekha Kaul- Sr. AGM, BrahMos Aerospace, shared her experiences of BrahMos Aerospace and 

its library. 

The last webinar conducted until the release of this newsletter was organised by SLA Asian Chapter 

& Pakistan Library Club (PLC) on “ Guidelines for Library Professionals & Library Users after COVID- 19 

Period and the Role of Library Associations ”. The speaker of this webinar was Ms. Loida Febo-Garcia, 

International Library Consultant, and ALA - Immediate Past President. 
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The details of webinars conducted by SLA Asian Chapter with some of the available data/statistics are given 

below for a glance 

S.N. Topic Speaker Date and Time Registrants Attendees Attendance Rate 

1.  Remote Access to E-

Resources Anywhere, 

Anytime 

Dr. Parveen Babbar, 

Deputy Librarian, 

Jawaharlal Nehru, New 

Delhi, India 

6 Ap, 2020 03:30 

PM IST 

-NA- 30 - 

2.  Organizing Intellectual 

Capital: An Excellent 

Opportunity for Research 

Libraries 

Mr. Narayanan Kutty, 

Librarian, Vikram Sarabhai 

Space.  Center-ISRO, 

Trivandrum, India 

 

8 Apr, 2020 03:30 

PM IST 

-NA- 85 - 

3.  eBooks: Are we there yet? Dr. Kshema Prakash, 

Deputy Librarian, The 

Learning Hub, IIT Jodhpur, 

India 

10 Apr, 2020 03:30 

PM IST 

-NA- 95 - 

4.  Library services for faculty 

and students in an online 

academic environment – 

Drexel Experience 

Mr. Jay Bhatt, Engineering 

Librarian,Scholarly 

Communications, Drexel 

University  Libraries, 

Philadelphia, USA 

20 Apr, 2020 04:30 

PM IST 

588 384 65% 

5.  Content eDiscovery Using 

AI: A Practical Approach 

Using R 

Mr. Vinod K. Tyagi, CSA, 

Institute of Economic 

Growth Delhi, India 

25Apr, 2020 04:30 

PM IST 

320 217 68% 

6.  Experimenting with Mind 

Mapping: Concepts and 

Tools 

Hal Kirkwood, 2019 SLA 

President & Business 

Librarian at Bodleian 

Libraries, Oxford University 

29 Apr, 2020 3:25 

PM IST 

667 440 66% 

7.  Advocacy for the library in 

higher education 

Ms. Catherine Lavallée-

Welch, President-Elect, SLA 

& University Librarian, 

Bishop's University, 

Canada.  

4 May, 2020 4:25 

PM IST 

1298 862 66% 

 

 

8.  Transferable Skills: Tips for 

Library Career Transitions 

Ms. Tara Murray, Penn 

State University and 

President SLA 

14 May, 2020 4:15 

PM IST 

1925 1201 62% 

9.  Human Resources in the 

Library Profession in the 

Digital Era 

Dr. Kalyan Bhattacharjee, 

IIT Delhi, India 

23 May, 2020 4:30 

PM IST 

2434 1154 47% 

10.  Academic Libraries and 

Librarianship: A Synoptic 

View & Libraries Towards 

Excellence 

Dr. P R Goswami- Former 

Director (LIb), IGNCA  

& Ms. Surekha Kaul- Sr. 

AGM, BrahMos Aerospace 

Delhi, India 

30 May, 2020 3:30 

PM IST 

2106 1212 58% 

11.  Guidelines for Library 

Professionals and Library 

Users after COVID- 19 

Period and the Role of 

Library Associations 

MS. Loida Febo-Garcia 

(ALA- Immediate past 

president) 

6 June, 2020 5:00 

5:30 PM IST 

100 99 

 

 

  

99% 
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A few glimpses of the webinar series are published here. The PPTs and recordings of the webinars are available 

at SLA Asian Chapter Website homepage  https://connect.sla.org/asia and are also hosted at Gotostage of SLA 

Asian Chapter at  https://www.gotostage.com/channel/99561535e9774b4096c7be9ec6678a53 

 

The SLA Asian Chapter will be continuing with the Webinar Series in the future, as a regular activity. It will be 

introducing more and more speakers from around the world to keep librarians and library professionals 

updated and to encourage collaboration and knowledge sharing. The SLA Asian Chapter Webinar Team 

comprises of: 

Dr. P K Jain, Director, SLA Board,  Librarian, IEG, Delhi, India. 

Dr. Nabi Hasan, 2020 President, Asian Chapter, Librarian & Head, Central Library, IIT Delhi, India 

Dr. Dhanu Pattanashetti, Chair, Editorial Board 

Dr. Parveen Babbar, Chair, Awards Committee, Deputy Librarian, JNU, Delhi, India 
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 SLA Awards and Honors  

 SLA’s awards program has honored members who shape the information profession and the 

association. Award recipients are honored at the annual conference for their dedication, leadership, 

mentoring, and innovative approach to their work. Many SLA communities also honor their members 

with awards. Below are few awards for which SLA members may apply: 

SLA Awards 

1. John Cotton Dana Award 

2. Hall of Fame 

3. Fellow of SLA 

4. Rose L Voemrlker Award 

5. SLA Rising Star 

6. Presidential Citation 

 

 
 

Asia Community Awards 

1. SLA Asian Sci-Tech Librarian Award (Earlier 

SLA Asian Librarian Award) by IEEE  

Science and Technology Community Awards 

1. Bonnie Hilditch International Librarian 

Award 

2. Ann Koopman Sci-Tech Community 

Achievement Award 

3. Diane K. Foster International Student Travel 

Award 

4. S. Kirk Cabeen Travel Stipend Award 

Engineering Community Awards 

1. SLA Engineering Librarian of the Year 

Award sponsored by IHS 

2. The IEEE Continuing Education Travel 

Award 

3. SPIE Digital Library Student Travel Stipend 

Award 

 

 

Business and Finance Community Awards 

1. Outstanding Achievement in Business 

Librarianship 

2. Business & Finance Division Distinguished 

Member Award 

3. Achievement in Academic Business 

Librarianship Award 

4. Professional Grants and Student Stipends 

Physics-Astronomy- Math Community (PAM) 

Awards 

1. PAM International Membership Award 

2. PAM Achievement Award 

3. Louise Leckner Travel Stipends 

For details please visit www.sla.org or contact  

pkjain1310@gmail.com 
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https://connect.sla.org/scitech/aboutus/awards/fosterdescription
https://connect.sla.org/scitech/aboutus/awards/CabeenDescription
https://connect.sla.org/engineering/new-item6/new-item4/librarianofyear
https://connect.sla.org/engineering/new-item6/new-item4/librarianofyear
https://connect.sla.org/engineering/new-item6/new-item4/ieee
https://connect.sla.org/engineering/new-item6/new-item4/ieee
https://connect.sla.org/engineering/new-item6/new-item4/spie
https://connect.sla.org/engineering/new-item6/new-item4/spie
http://www.sla.org/
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
 

 
 

7th International Conference of Asian Special Libraries (ICoASL 2021) 

 
 

ICoASL  (International Conference of Asian Special Libraries) 2021 Announcement 

We are very glad to announce that the 7th International Conference of Asian Special Libraries, ICoASL 

2021, will be held in Seoul, South Korea. ICoASL 2021 will aim to provide an opportunity for the exchange 

of knowledge and skills and to suggest future directions. 

The Korea Special Library Association (KSLA) held the first meeting with co-organizers at the National 

Library of Korea on 21 May 2020 for the successful hosting of ICoASL 2021. 

We will organize the Local Organization Committee and prepare for the successful ICoASL 2021 

conference  with the SLA Asian Chapter 

 

 

 

 

 ICoASL 2021 Overview 

o ICoASL 2021 Congress Organizers 

- Korea Special Library Association (KSLA)  

- National Library of Korea 

- Korea Institute of Science and 

Technology Information (KISTI) 

Venue: National Library of Korea, Seoul, South  

Korea  -  Dates: 12-14 May, 2021  

 Contact us KSLA Office: ksla@ksla.info 

 
    

 The first meeting for ICoASL 2021 

  SLA 2020 Annual Conference  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

SLA is excited to go to Charlotte, North Carolina for its 2020 Annual Conference. Its premier event for 

special librarians and information professionals who want to explore the latest challenges and trends in 

knowledge and information management, refine their skills, connect with colleagues, and meet with 

leading information product and service providers. 
 

Dates: 15-18 October, 2020  

 Venue:  Charlotte, Ohio, USA                    

Further details will be available on. 

https://connect.sla.org/ac2020/welcometoch

arlotte 

  

 

mailto:ksla@ksla.info
https://connect.sla.org/ac2020/welcometocharlotte
https://connect.sla.org/ac2020/welcometocharlotte


Volume No 16  | Issue No 1  |Year 2020 

International Conference on Libraries of the Asian Countries: The Road Ahead 

(ICLAC- 2020) 

The International Conference on Libraries of the Asian Countries: The Road Ahead (ICLAC- 2020) is organizing 

on the occasion of completing the 20 years of Asian Chapter - Special Libraries Association.  The conference 

will be organised by SLA in association with Kasetsart University Thailand, Ambedkar University Delhi, and Society 

for Library Professionals at Bangkok, Thailand, during 26-28 November 2020 

http://www.slp.org.in/iclac2020 

Join SLA and Asia Community (Earlier Asian Chapter) @ 50% Discounted price 
 

All LIS professionals are encouraged to join the SLA and Asia Community at a very attractive price, with 

a 50% discount for a limited period. 

Membership Fee- US $ 50 per annum (INR 3800 Approx)   (For India and Outside of North America and 

salary $18,000 annually or less) 

Special Discount of 50% for New Members, using code SAVE50 ($25 only) SLA Awards 

How to become a Member?: 

 Go to the  https://www.sla.org or https://connect.sla.org/asia 

 Click  “Join Now ” 

 Click “ New Members- Join ” 

 Click on “ Full Member Outside N America ” 

 Click on the green box that pops up and says: 

 I have a discount code for membership. 

 

1. Enter:  SAVE50 

2. Continue to fill out the membership application. 

There are many benefits to enjoy in joining SLA, networking, communities, education, leadership, career, 

and smany awards. To know more, please visit the above SLA websites. 

Now, you can join any number of communities - Select Asian Chapter and other 

Chapters/Communities/Divisions free with your above membership. Like Science Technology, Business & 

Finance, Engineering, PAM Division, Social Science, Legal, Leadership Division, etc. 
 

SLA does not provide life membership. Only annual membership is available. Institutional membership 

rates are high, which may be checked from the website. 

Please feel free to contact us if you have any queries. 

Dr. P. K. Jain 

Email: pkjain1310@gmail.com 

Cell (Mobile): +91 9899110787 

Dr. Nabi Hasan 

Email: nabihasan@gmail.com 

Cell (Mobile): +91 9560978667 
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                           Advisors  

Labibah Zain (Indonesia)  labibah@uin-suka.ac.id Chair 

Shirley Ingles-Cruz (Philippines)  singlescruz@gmail.com  

Medha Joshi (India)  joshi.mva@gmail.com  

Kyoko Sato (Japan)  kokos-c@plala.to  

B P Prakash (India) bpprakash18@gmail.com   

P K Jain (India) pkjain1310@gmail.com  

Jay Bhatt (USA) drexeleng@gmail.com  

 

Nominations Committee 

N K Wadhwa (India)  nkwadhwa@gmail.com Chair 

Labibah Zain (Indonesia) labibah@uin-suka.ac.id  

T S Kumbar (India)  tskumbar@iitgn.ac.in  

 

Finance Committee 

Jay Bhatt (USA) drexeleng@gmail.com Chair 

P K Jain (India)  pkjain1310@gmail.com  
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 COMMITTEES 

 Executive Board Members - 2020 

 Nabi Hasan (India)  nabihasan@gmail.com  President 

 Mu-Suk Oh (South Korea)  msoh@kisdi.re.kr Immediate Past President 

 Debal C. Kar (India)  debal.kar@gmail.com President Elect 

 
Shalani Dilinika Jayamanne 

Mohottige (Sri Lanka)  
shalanijayamanne@gmail.com Secretary 

 Salek Chand (India) (2020-2021)  salekchand2003@yahoo.com Director 

 R K Sharma (India) (2020-21)  sharma.unic@gmail.com Director 

 
Dinesh Kumar (India)  dinesh@aud.ac.in Director 

 
P K Jain (India)  pkjain1310@gmail.com Treasurer 

 
Deepa Singhal (India)  deepa_snghl@yahoo.com Treasurer-Elect 
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Membership Committee   
 

Soon-Ram Lee (Korea) seriran@gmail.com Chair   

 Stephen Alayon (Philippines) stpnalaun@yahoo.com    

 Mustika Wati (Indonesia) ui_salsabila@yahoo.com    

 Maqsood Ahmad (Pakistan)  maqsood.a2008@gmail.com    
 

Okky Rizkiyantha (Indonesia) orizkyantha@gmail.com    

 Shankar B. Chavan (India)  shankaraochavan@gmail.com    

 Bibhuti B. Sahoo (India)  bibhutisahoo@iitbbs.ac.in    

  

 
Awards Committee   

 
Parveen Babbar  parveenbabbar@gmail.com Chair   

 P K Jain (India) pkjain1310@gmail.com    

 Geeta Paliwal (India) geet.paliwal@gmail.com    

 Labibah Zain (Indonesia) labibah@uin-suka.ac.id    

 Shalani Dilinika Jayamanne 

Mohottige  (Sri Lanka)  
shalanijayamanne@gmail.com  

  

 Dinesh Kumar (India) dinesh@aud.ac.in    

  

 
Programs & Sponsorship Committee   

 
Kay Sook Park (Korea)  kay@etri.re.kr  Chair  

 

 

 
T S Kumbar (India) tskumbar@gmail.com     

 Junko Kurita (Japan) Junko_Kurita@jpf.go.jp    

 
Shantanu Ganguly (India) sganguly67@gmail.com     

 Louise Ian T. De Los Reyes-Aquino 

(Philippines)  
louiseian.dlr@gmail.com    

 

 
Satya Narayan, TCS (India) k.satyanarayana@tcs.com   

 Arshad Mahmood (Pakistan) arshad.mahmood3@sbp.org.pk   

 
Joseph Marmol Yap (Kazakhstan) joseph.yap@nu.edu.kz   

 Shalani Dilinika, Jayamadura 

Mohottige (Sri Lanka) 
shalanijayamanne@gmail.com  

 

 
Mustika Wati (Indonesia) ui_salsabila@yahoo.com   

 
Neeraj Chaurasia (India) neeraj.chaurasia.iit@gmail.com   
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 Editorial Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dhanu Pattanashetti (India) d.pattanashetti@ieee.org Chair 

R K Verma (India) rk51verma@yahoo.com  

Nabi Hasan (India) nabihasan@gmail.com  

Mahendra N. Jadhav (India) jadhavm@iitm.ac.in  

Cecil Ayson (Philippines) cecil.ingusan@gmail.com  

Marwiyah (Indonesia) marwiyah.prabowo@gmail.com  

Ji-eun Park, (Korea)   

Stephen Alayon (Philippines) stpnalaun@yahoo.com  

Vijay Kumar Verma (India) vijayverma1@gmail.com  

 

Virtual Community Management Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shankar B. Chavan (India)        shankaraochavan@gmail.com Webmaster 

Shirley Ingles-Cruz(Philippines singlescruz@gmail.com 
Social Media 

Manager 

Fuad Wahyu Prabowo (Indonesia)  fwahyup@gmail.com  

Sandeep Kumar Pathak (India) skpathak@iiserb.ac.in  

 

Representatives Email Country 

Henczel, Susan  ocean101@optusnet.com.au  Australia 

Chan, Lily  llchan02@yahoo.com Canada 

Dhian Delliani  dhian7@yahoo.com Indonesia 

Swift, Emma emmadhesi1@gmail.com Hong Kong 

Peyvand Robati, Alireza  alirezapeyvand@gmail.com Iran 

Nahoko Hara  nahokohara@hotmail.com Japan 

Zara Rehman zaara_rehman@hotmail.com  Pakistan  

Louise Ian T. De Los Reyes-Aquino  louiseian.dlr@gmail.com Philippines 

Hewed Ling Seow  shlscg@pacific.net.sg Singapore 

Choi Ho Nam  hnchoi@kisti.re.kr South Korea 

Shivanthi Weerasinghe librarian@boc.lk Sri Lanka 

Bernabe, Mary Jean mizbernabe@gmail.com  UAE 

Wey-Jing Chu ly20512@ly.gov.tw Taiwan 

Vijayakumar, J K  vijayakumarjk@yahoo.com Antigua 
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