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NJSLA Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday May 10, 2016 

  

Call to order: 8:10 pm 

Roll call for attendance:  Claudia Cuca, Michael Keane, Lisa Nazarro, Jaclyn De Nichilo (joined at 

8:40pm) 

  

Minutes from February 9, 2016 Board Meeting 

  

Refer back to minutes for update on “Next Steps” for some of the Board Members. Claudia or 

Jeanne will send a link to those minutes, which were already approved (no need to vote on 

them).  As under “Next Steps” from the February 9, 2016 meeting, Karen Botkin worked on the 

April meeting Flyer. Claudia will report to the group in more detail later on in regards to the 

Joint Meeting.  Michael attended the Career Day at Rutgers (see update under President’s 

Report below). 

  

President’s Report, Claudia Cuca 

 

• Rutgers Career Day  

  

Michael Keane reported that the Rutgers Career Day in March 2016 was disappointing in that 

there were few information/librarian attendees.  Dana Eckstein (RUSLA President and  

Princeton-Trenton Webmaster) shared a table with Michael.  They discussed a potential “Speed 

Dating” with “Industry” meeting this fall. There needs to be a follow up on the “Speed Dating” 

with “Industry” possibly by this November as September and October are not ideal months for 

this meeting. 

  

• Timing of 2016 Board meetings 

  

The SLA NJ board members agreed that either June 21st or June 23rd at 8 pm would be the next 

scheduled meeting, which is near the time of the SLA Annual meeting.  It might be possible to 

discuss the annual meeting and what transpired during the SLA Chapter and Division Cabinet 

meetings and at the SLA Business meeting. The July board meeting will be scheduled for either 

July 26 or July 28st, if not the week prior to these dates.  Claudia will send a group email to 

confirm the preferred date.   As for meetings between August- December, the NJ SLA board will 

determine if necessary to plan for a meeting.  

 

• Program Associates Meeting 

 

We need volunteers to attend the Program Associates Meeting on May 25, 2016 on behalf of 

our Chapter. Michael so far is attending this meeting and Claudia will construct a brief Chapter 

update for Michael.  

  

• Slack training with Anu Paul for Karen, Ruth and/or Claudia 
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Claudia will investigate Slack.com training and report to the group as to whether SLA NJ should 

have a Slack website to share reports. Claudia demonstrated the Princeton-Trenton Slack.com 

channel to the group as a model. The platform is user-friendly, but the problem is that it is not 

an SLA Wiki, which stays resident for the Chapter. It would be difficult to have a year on year 

record of our work with this additional accessory. However, Anu is willing to show, as time 

allows, Ruth and Claudia, why she started this channel for the Princeton-Trenton chapter. 

 

On April 13th we held our first dinner presentation which was on Business Resources. This 

meeting was held at the Rutgers Club on the Rutgers College Avenue Campus. Bobbie Tipton 

and Ka-Neng Au, two well-known Rutgers-Neward business librarians were our speakers. 

Although 20  people registered and paid, only 12 were able to attend.  Invited Rutgers MLIS/MI 

students were also not able to attend.  The general feedback from the attendees was quite 

positive. Maria Barlevs, our Bronze Sponsor InfoDesk representative, loved this meeting, 

especially the interaction between the attendees and the speakers.   Mike suggested, as a result 

of this information, that we invite all the sponsors to the December meeting to acknowledge 

them for their generosity to us.  The Board was in agreement on this point.  The agenda for the 

December meeting, which is a Holiday party, will include a Business/Finance Meeting, a recap 

of the meetings and webinars held during the year, sponsor recognition, and the Gloria 

Dinerman Memorial (White Elephant) gift exchange  

 

The NJSLA Board has to start planning for elections for our 2017 slate of candidates, which 

should start in the September-October timeframe. 

November Board Meeting: When is the 3rd Quarter Pooled Fund information available?  A 

November Board meeting should be when that information is available. 

The December Business Meeting ideally is held early, possibly December 1, 2016.  

  

 Treasurer’s Report, Cindy Rockoff 

 

Cindy was not able to attend this meeting, but sent a current Checking account balance. 

• SLA NJ checking accounts:  

As of May 16, 2016 stands at $10, 919.18.  

 

• Pooled Fund Status :  

As of December 21, 2015 the Pooled Fund stood at $29,988.74 and as of 3/31/2016 (reported 

on 4/13/2016) stands at $29,817.64, down 3.5%.  Pooled Fund money is money SLA holds and 

invests for our all SLA chapter, divisions, and caucuses (all units of SLA).  The next Pool Fund 

Report will be available at the 2nd quarter, July 12, 2016. 

 

 President-Elect Report, Michael Keane 
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• Alice Rankin Award  

 

Alice Rankin could be in early October, right after the Joint meeting. Our two original potential 

awardees have not responded to Mike’s emails and phone calls. Sonal alerted Mike to another 

interesting prospect: Anurag Acharya, a co-creator of Google Scholar. Mike is following up on 

the contact.  We have to hear back to see if the speaker has availability this year and if we have 

the means to bring him here.  Other potential meetings and sponsors could be a representative 

from EBSCO and Mintel and Janet Weiss is willing to assist us with her sponsorship contacts. 

Also, we must ramp up planning for 2016 and the 2017 meetings.  This  includes the dates, 

speakers, and venues, so sponsors can adequately plan their support for us. 

  

  

5. Communications Report, Karen Botkin 

  

Karen wqs not be able to attend due to the Verizon strike, as she is manning one of the 411 call 

centers. Claudia has been sending emails out to the distribution list, many forwards from the 

Leadership Division or from other divisions offering training webinars or in-person meetings on 

a number of topics offered through neighboring Chapters (NY, MD, and DC). 

  

6. Webmaster Report, Jeanne Mauriello 

  

• Cpanel access 

  

Jeanne was able to get Cpanel access to the SLA-NJ webpage.  Cpanel is a utility console 

provided by our web host. This tool allows Jeanne to perform maintenance on our site that 

can’t be done via the WordPress admin module. This includes backups, email forwarding, and 

file maintenance among other functions. .  

 

• WordPress upgrade 

  

The most recent version of WordPress (4.5.2) can be updated since backups are competed. We 

are currently on version 4.1.10.  The goal is to  upgrade between mid-June and July.  Jeanne 

would like to wait until no events are advertised in the event that anything goes array with the 

upgrade.  

 

• Disk space 

  

Jeanne receives an email that we are out of the disk space allotted to our site on the shared 

server. The allotted space is roughly 1GB of space and we currently used about 817 MB. After 

reviewing the file sizes, Jeanne reported that other than the WordPress files themselves, plus 

the plugin files (which we need to keep); the largest files are our recorded webinar videos: 

 1. What is 3D printing (4 files with a total size of 201 MB) 

 2. Linked Data for Libraries (4 files with a total size of 73 MD)  
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The best solution is to move the webinar recordings to another location (such as Dropbox, 

YouTube, orVimeo). With YouTube or Vimeo the video link can be embedded within a post and 

watched on our site, but the recording will be stored elsewhere. On Dropbox, the recording 

would be stored in a shared folder and linked to from our site. Anyone wishing to view the 

recording would have to download it and watch using Windows Media player or another tool 

(this is essentially what happens now with the recording stored on WordPress. Archiving our 

Webinars through GoTo Webinar is not an option. It is not allowed through SLA’s account. 

 

Dropbox is the easiest and quickest way. All that is required is setting up a Drobox account 

(which is free), moving the recordings to the Dropbox folder and linking to them from our site. 

Only those with access to the link (through our website) will be able to view the recordings. 

 

 

• Social Media Autoposter plugin (NextScripts) 

  

There are two problems at present: 

  

1. Autoposts to Facebook are not working. The last post Jeannine created did not make it to 

Facebook as an error appeared. The Twitter piece is working fine; it’s just Facebook that is not 

working correctly.  Note: this issue has been resolved since Jeanne originally wrote this report. 

 

2. Facebook auto posts pull incorrect text and images from WordPress to include in the 

Facebook post (again, Twitter is working). For example: a job posting will pull an image and 

some random text from our holiday party to include in the Facebook summary. The title of the 

Facebook post and the details are correct but it includes this extra info. It appears to be a 

known issue but the recommended fix does not work. Plug-in support has not responded on an 

open ticket for assistance and Jeanne will continue to work on this issue. 

  

• Rotating banner 

  

Jeanne will create a rotating banner with logos from appropriate sponsors (260 x 75 pixel sizes) 

once they agree to be our sponsors for a year as discussed last meeting.   

 

• WordPress Training 

  

Jeannel attended a Word Press Local Group at her local library and also a Word Camp in  

Lancaster in March.  Word Camps are one day events that include multiple sessions and topics 

on WordPress. One take away Jeanne had  included information on Mail Poet. This WordPress 

plugin allows you to generate a newsletter directly from your WordPress content. Claudia had 

made a suggestion that we do a newsletter at some point. I think it is the DC Chapter that does 

one. Mail Poet would allow us to do this without additional work. 
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• Content for site 

  

We need more content for the site. Most of what we have is job postings and event 

registrations. Jeanne has some thoughts/ideas which can be discussed in the next meeting such 

as bringing in someone to help with the website (possibly a Rutgers student. Scheduling did not 

work out with the one student who previously expressed interest in helping) 

 

  

7. Employment Chair, Darlene Davis and Lisa Nazzaro 

  

Jeanne reported changes to our website or to Facebook and Twitter accounts. As per this 

meeting, there is nothing to further report at this time.  

  

8. Membership Chair, Carol Feltes 

  

A report on current membership statistics and other vital information is unavailable at the 

movement as the ULAS System to retrieve statistics is under revision. Our last number was 141 

from February, 2016 for active members and 25 members were up for renewal in March and 

April.  

  

9. The Frank Spalding Award: 

 

Claudia will reach out to Barbara Burton to see else needs to be done to push for this 

scholarship. A suggestion in reference to this award is it be presented in-person for either 

October or December. Barbara spoke with Rutgers members and they stated that had no 

trouble filling out the application. A good suggestion is to advertise earlier on so that applicants 

know what to expect.  

  

10.  Next steps 

  

Working with Michael/ Flyers: Karen did a yeoman effort for the April meeting. We need 

additional volunteers. Does anyone know someone in our chapter who would be interested in 

learning how to do this? Planning committee to meet to set up meetings for rest of 

2016…possibly into 2017. 

  

  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

  

  

Meeting was motioned to Adjourn by Michael Keane 

Motion was seconded by Lisa Nazarro. 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm. 

 


