
NJSLA Annual Business Meeting 

December 3, 2013 

Delicious Heights, Bedminster, NJ 

 

President Ben Beit-Zuri called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.  There were 28 members present for the 

event which included a buffet dinner before the meeting and the annual Gloria Dinerman White 

Elephant Gift Exchange after the meeting.   

President’s Report: 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the meeting minutes from the 2012 Annual meeting.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

Ben thanked InfoExpress and FirstWord for sponsoring the meeting. He expressed the appreciation of 

the chapter for their ongoing support.  He also acknowledged the continued support of ProLibra and 

EBSCO as their representatives were in attendance. 

Ben noted that the chapter had a very successful year with five programs plus the Holiday Party and 

thanked the Program Committee for all their hard work.  Programs were conducted with diverse topics 

including SharePoint, Selecting News Services, Embedded Librarianship (Alice Rankin Award), Job 

Security (Joint meeting with Princeton-Trenton Chapter) and Selling Yourself.  He thanked President-

Elect Sonal Shukla for all her strong efforts in putting together the meetings.  

He thanked Jean Mauriello and Sonal Shukla for putting together the Holiday party which included a 

delicious buffet, food drive and gift exchange.   

The Annual Report has been submitted to SLA Headquarters.  SLA is interested in how chapters are 

working to recruit new members.  Communications Director Tom Stafford was thanked for his efforts in 

this area.  Ben asked for volunteers to serve on the Board.  There are immediate vacancies for President-

Elect, who serves as Program Chair, and Hospitality Chair. 

Leslie Norman reported that the Frank Spaulding Scholarship, which has been increased from $500 to 

$1000, was awarded to Jenna Drew of Rutgers.  Jenna is interested in pursuing Knowledge Management 

and was chosen from a pool of several candidates.  Leslie suggested that we need to get word out about 

SLA to MLIS students so that they are more aware of the organization.  The point was raised that we also 

provide a one year membership in SLA as part of the Spaulding award.  Leslie indicated that Jenna is 

already an SLA member but that she was looking into adding a year onto her membership as part of the 

award. 

Sonal and Ben presented Chapter Awards to several outstanding members for their work during 2013.  

They included: 



 Bryan Eichner 

 Cindy Rockoff 

 Claudia Cuca 

 Darlene Davis 

 Janet Weiss 

 Jean Maurello 

 Kimberly Flanagan Bourchard 

 Stacie Calabrese 

 Victoria Galperin 

Ben presented the Special President’s Award to Janet Weiss and thanked her for her many contributions 

to and support of the Chapter. 

It was also noted that during the past Thanksgiving weekend when the main SLA site was down, the New 

Jersey Chapter website continued functioning thanks to the efforts of Stacie Calabrese.  It was the only 

chapter website still up during this period. 

Treasurers Report: 

Claudia reported that the Chapter checking account balance at the beginning of 2013 was $13,605 and it 

now stands at $13,362.  We received $2210 in dues allotment from HQ and $7750 in sponsorships.  

These funds helped us put on the successful programs during the year.  We have $30,000 in a pooled 

fund that SLA HQ manages.  Claudia asked that members provide ideas for future programs so we can 

keep our meetings interesting and relevant to members. 

Nominating Committee: 

Sherry reported that Cindy Rockoff will become Treasurer and that Tom Stafford will continue as 

Director of Communications.  Arda Agulian will remain as Secretary and Sonal Shukla will assume the 

Presidency.  Ben will become Past President.  She noted again that we have vacancies for President-

Elect/Program VP. 

Joan Keegan noted that it would be beneficial to be working more closely with the student chapter of 

SLA at Rutgers.  She suggested that we publish our meeting announcements on the student listserv and 

possibly hold meeting in the Student Lounge at the School to increase our visibility.  Other meeting 

suggestions were: 

 A speaker from altmetrics.org 

 Joint meeting with NJ Law Librarian Chapter 

 Joint meeting with Records Management NJ Chapter 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM.   

 

Respectfully submitted by  Barbara Burton (filling in for Arda Agulian) 


