
 SLA New Jersey Chapter  Board Meeting Minutes—Teleconference July 17th at 7:00 pm 

Convening Officer: Ben Beit-Zuri (President) , Secretary: Arda Agulian 

In Attendance:  Ben Beit-Zuri,  Sonal Shukla, Sherry Markowitz, Claudia Cuca, Arda Agulian, Janet 

Weiss, Tom Stafford, Leslie Norman, Stacie Calabrese, Kate Creegan 

Minutes 

Minutes from the previous meeting were read and corrections were indicated 

From the Annual Meeting 

Sonal said that two main topics were discussed at Chapter and Division (Cabinet) committee meetings. 

The SLA Board will be strict with chapter financial statements-annual reports are to be completed by the 

30
th
 of January. Late reports and inaccuracies will not be tolerated.  There was also a motion for the name 

change of SLA. On July 18 and the following week SLA will have teleconferences of the chapter and 

division leadership to take a vote to introduce the proposal for a name change. 

Janet and Sonal stated that the NJ chapter is no longer meeting for a social event at the annual conference 

because it got to be too expensive, Pro-Libra stopped footing the bill for it, and too few chapter members 

attended.  

Programming Update 

There will be a September 17
th
 joint meeting with the Princeton Trenton Chapter—Ben is waiting for the 

Rutgers Club to confirm.  There will be a meeting November 5
th
 at the Edison Sheraton, and the Annual 

Business Meeting and Holiday Party has been confirmed for Dec 3
rd

. 

Nominating Committee 

The Committee will be appointed by August 1
st
.  The chapter Past President is chair and the positions to 

be filled are President-Elect, Director of Communications, and Treasurer.  

Sherry is working on an update of Recommended Chapter Practices and has sent our current document to 

individuals holding current positions for any updates. Janet asked if there are any sections where we don’t 

have people and Sherry stated the PR Committee.  Sherry also stated that we have a governing document 

older than chapter practices which has not been updated. 

Membership Update 

Beth Kaminsky was not present. She did not send a report to the President.  

Website 

Stacie said that the old website is now offline and people have been redirected to the new site.  Event 

Espresso registration software is now being used for meetings. The website committee will be meeting in 

two weeks and would like to get some content besides job postings, such as blog entries. Tom suggests 

feeding in some content from the SLA site which is worth republishing.   



Ben asked how active the website is.  Stacie said she can look up the numbers.  Traffic may have been 

high for a period because of migration, but the last few months are more accurate.  

 

Treasurer’s Report 

The balance in our chapter checking account as of this meeting is $ 12,191.12.  Our year to date total loss 

is $1313.78 

Janet stated she has sponsors lined up for the fall and thinks we will be able to turn things around by the 

end of the year.  Claudia suggestd we could have 4 in-person meetings per year rather than 6 and that we 

could have one additional meeting online.  Ben said compared to last year, the chapter is a little better off.  

Janet then suggested we could charge an extra $5.00 for the September meeting.  

Old  Business 

Ads on the website 

Janet mentioned that the Pharma division site has more than a dozen ads rotating in a block and has a 

clean, effective look, and that we need to develop prices for ads on our site. Ben said we need data on 

views of the site in order to charge.  Janet said that an ad on the site for  1 year could be a perk of 

sponsoring, and that we could put rotating logos of sponsors at the top and bottom of page, not as an ad, 

but  to thank them. Ben said that is probably where we will end up, as he thinks there will not be enough 

traffic to charge.  

New  Business 

Scholarship amounts 

Sherry brought up the scholarship amount and asked if we should put a call out for submissions. Leslie 

said she will find people to be on the committee to judge the essay and will wait until fall to solicit 

submissions. She also stated that the award has been $500 and that we should discuss this amount.  

There was some discussion that this amount is low and other groups give more. There were also 

suggestions that instead of increasing the scholarship that we consider sending a chapter member to the 

annual conference, and also to have the scholarship winner design part of a website or contribute ideas to 

a marketing campaign.  

Leslie stated that to be eligible for the current scholarship, an individual must live in NJ, but can go to 

school elsewhere.  As such, the scholarship announcement is also sent to out of state schools.  

Janet stated that the winner of the scholarship used to have to serve on the Board and that we could try 

and reinstate this, as there are lots of small jobs that could be done. She said that it would be good for the 

individual to make a connection to SLA and learn the value of the organization.  

Janet made a motion to increase the scholarship amount to from $500 to $1,000, which was approved.  



Leslie suggested that the scholarship winner could also receive money for a membership fee in SLA 

separate from the scholarship award.   

Janet suggested that we could change the scholarship guidelines to automatically make the scholarship 

winner a member of a committee ex: membership or programming committee, etc.  

 

Meeting attendance 

Claudia suggested a survey could go out to chapter members about what besides the topic prevents them 

from coming to chapter meetings.  Janet suggested that the Programming Committee along with the 

Communications Director  and Membership Chair could put a survey together.  

A motion was put forward by Sherry to adjourn the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Arda Agulian, Secretary  

 

 

 


