
The New Jersey Chapter of the Special Libraries Association (NJSLA) held a Board Meeting 

by teleconference on Thursday, Oct. 1, 2009. The meeting started at 7:11 p.m. and was 

adjourned at 8 p.m. The minutes of the previous meeting, held Aug. 6 by teleconference, 
were approved. 

Present (no quorum):  

Eric Schwarz, President Sandra Baker, President-Elect Sonal Shukla, Treasurer Liz Arnold, 

Employment and Career Guidance Chair Kristen Fitzpatrick, Government Relations Chair  

The NJSLA’s Election Committee met by teleconference (as part of the same call) from 8 
p.m. to 8:35 p.m. 

Present: Baker, Arnold, Fitzpatrick (titles listed above), Election Committee members; and 
Schwarz, Election Committee ex-officio member.  

 

BOARD MEETING DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Note: Items were not necessarily discussed in the order listed below.  

Budget 

In September, we received the annual dues allotment ($3,830.40) and Dow Jones 
sponsorship check for $500 for the Alice Rankin Distinguished Lecture in April. 

We should look at creating a budget for 2010. 

We’re running about even (a deficit of $80.62) so far in 2009. Balance sheet sent out Oct. 1 

by Sonal and also listed below. 

All officer expenses from SLA 2009 should have been paid by now. Sonal cut a check to Eric 

for $430.74 on Sept. 29. 

We expect a loss, shared with the Princeton-Trenton Chapter, from the Oct. 7 IEEE meeting 

because of the unexpected overtime costs of $500 or more. Sandra  is still working on 
figuring out the loss. 

Scholarship 

Applications for the Frank Spaulding Scholarship are being accepted until Oct. 15 by Chapter 

Past President Barbara Burton. The winner will get $500 plus one year’s paid SLA 

membership at the student rate. There are two applications so far, and an apparent winner 
has been identified pending additional applications and review. 

Eric discussed the idea of merging the New Jersey and New York Chapter Scholarships in 
2010. This idea was brought up earlier in 2009 but failed to get support. 

Upcoming Meetings 

Meeting venues: Sonal suggested that we consider holding several meetings in one place 

in 2010 so we can plan costs and venue in advance. She suggested the Woodbridge Hilton. 

Several years ago all the NJSLA meetings for a year were held at the Somerset Hills Hotel.  

Discussion: Liz said the Somerset Hills Hotel charged $35 per person provided the chapter 

held several meetings there, but that could mean a significant loss to the chapter, because 

for the past couple of years we have seldom charged more than $30 for an event. Sonal 

works part-time at the East Brunswick Public Library and mentioned that as a possible 



meeting place, but there was a consensus that it might be difficult to get there at rush hour 

via Routes 18 and 1. Eric is a part-time staff member at Clarence Dillon Public Library in 

Bedminster (about three miles off I-287, right off Rt. 206). He’s checking with the library 
staff on the policies and costs of renting a meeting room. 

Oct. 7 meetings: Anne Caputo to speak at Rutgers at 2 p.m. (Students are coordinating 

the registration) and at IEEE at 6:30 p.m. We’re handling the registration. This is the annual 

joint meeting with the Princeton-Trenton Chapter. As of Oct. 1, we have 51 registrants, 

including the speaker and 11 students. Dinner will include a vegetarian option, with paper 

plates to minimize overtime expenses. Should we purchase a gift for the speaker, Anne 

Caputo? We’ve done this for the past few meetings with speakers (except if we were paying 
an honorarium already). Past gifts have been $50 gift cards (debit or bookstore). 

(tentative) November: Possibly another Dine-Around in Somerville or Newark. Sandra is 

looking at Newark area restaurants, and Eric is looking in Somerville. 

Dec. 15 meeting: Holiday party and annual meeting at the Rutgers Club in New Brunswick. 

Dow Jones has donated a few umbrellas to be given as raffle prizes. We also have one extra 

copy of “SLA at 100” that can be given away. Other possibilities include music and 

collections for a food bank or local library. Details have not been announced yet. It would be 

nice if we could have the details ready to announce at the Oct. 7 IEEE meeting. Last year’s 

cost: $10 for members, students and retirees; or $15 for other guests. Sandra is gathering 

cost information from Rutgers Club so we can set a price. Eric hopes to announce the event 

and pricing at the Oct. 7 meeting. 

(tentative) Late January or early February 2010: Groundhog Day planning meeting or 

Dine-Around. 

Spring 2010 Alice Rankin Distinguished Lecture: Guy St. Clair has agreed to be the 
lecturer. This will be his third time (previously, he was the lecturer in 2003 and 1996).  

INFORMATION ITEMS 

Rutgers Student Group of SLA: Now reactivated with a complete slate of officers, 

including Madelyne Burr as president. Madelyne says all the officers will be at the Oct. 7 

daytime meeting with RUSLA at Rutgers. Eric sent the Rutgers students the list of SLA 
reporting requirements to remain current. 

July 31 event (Somerset Patriots baseball game): The game was almost rained out but 

went on as scheduled. Sold 20 tickets. 10 attended that evening. Those who didn’t attend 

were given the option of trading in their tickets for the games on Aug. 1 or Sept. 7. The 

baseball game turned a very small profit because we received two free tickets from the 
Patriots. 

Sept. 30 meeting: Eric and a few other NJSLA members visited the Olive Branch bar and 

restaurant right off the Rutgers campus in New Brunswick for a Dine-Around and Student 

Mixer. There were also about 15 students. It was a nice mixer and generated interest in the 
chapter, including in particular from Andrea Collard. 

Web site/blogs/social media: Kate Creegan is updating pages on the main web site, 

including recent events and scholarship information. We’re waiting for Quan Logan and the 

IT staff at SLA HQ to make available Drupal (a content management system) to do a 
revamp of the site. Liz continues to post job listings regularly. 

Our two blogs (Bulletin and Job Listings) now both include the number of Feedburner 

subscribers. As of Oct. 1, we have 72 Feedburner readers for the Bulletin and 172 for the 

Job Listings. The preferred email subscription method was switched from Feedblitz to 

Feedburner, though Feedblitz will continue to work. 



On the Bulletin blog, we’re posting not just our own events, but also those of other SLA 
chapters and other organizations. 

Other events, such as Webinars, are posted on the Listserv by Arda, Guy St. Clair and 

Stacey Bowers. Other chapters (Maryland, Princeton-Trenton) also post events to our list 

occasionally. 

Eric started a Twitter site (http://twitter.com/NJSLA) that aggregates the feeds from the 

Bulletin and Job Listings blogs. There are 90 tweets and 52 followers as of Oct. 1. This is 

just another avenue for people to follow our news, with no effort required after the design 

and setup. 

Facebook and LinkedIn groups: Gather members sporadically. The Facebook group 

(http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=7513252791) has 38 members and few posts. 

The LinkedIn group (http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=100309&trk=hb_side_g) has 93 

members and, like Twitter, takes in the feeds from the Bulletin and Job Listings. There’s 

little participation on the LinkedIn group, though. 

SLA Board of Directors: Voting ended today, Oct. 1. Each of the four open positions had 

two candidates: President-Elect, Treasurer, Chapter Cabinet Chair-Elect and Division 
Cabinet Chair-Elect. 

SLA Alignment Project: New portal available to members: From Amy Affelt of Business & 

Finance Division:         The Alignment Portal at 

http://www.sla.org/content/SLA/alignment/portal/index.html serves as your main starting 

point for reviewing the research and learning how you can apply it to your own work and 

organization.  This portal also features the "Express" area;  if you click on "Communications 

Resources" in this section, the entire set of .pdf documents regarding the project findings 

and ways to apply them are available. In the near future, a section with tools for promoting 

both SLA and our profession will be added under the "Promote" tab. Eric is the Alignment 
Ambassador for the NJ Chapter but has not yet had time to promote it. 

SLA Dues: Are being increased in 2010 and another level is being added for those making 

$75K or more. The new dues were sent to members Sept. 16, and we also posted the 

information on our blog at http://sla-divisions.typepad.com/njsla/2009/09/sla-changes-
member-dues.html 

Next and final board meeting for 2009: Thursday, November 19 at 7 p.m. Call 1-877-
659-4152 – PIN 52702869 - Use "Participant" option.   

 

ELECTION COMMITTEE DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Chapter Elections/Positions 

Positions open in 2010: President-elect/President/Past President (three years); Secretary, 

Treasurer and Director of Communications (each two years). Few nominations so far. 

Deadline to submit ballot to membership is Oct. 31, but members can nominate themselves 
or another for up to 15 days thereafter.  

http://twitter.com/NJSLA
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=7513252791
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=100309&trk=hb_side_g
http://www.sla.org/content/SLA/alignment/portal/index.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://sla-divisions.typepad.com/njsla/2009/09/sla-changes-member-dues.html
http://sla-divisions.typepad.com/njsla/2009/09/sla-changes-member-dues.html


NJSLA Chapter Balance Sheet 

01/01/2009 through 10/01/2009 

                                                        

Category  
Description         
                       

    

INCOME   

    

4100  Dues Allotment 3,830.40 

4300 Meeting Income   

         4301 January  – Return Check received from Reeves-
Reed  Arboretum           

130.00 

         4304 April Meeting 1,257.38 

4308 August Meeting  247.15 

          TOTAL 4300 Meeting Income 1,634.53 

4600 Contributions or Sponsorship    

   4603 Dow Jones 500.00 

          TOTAL 4600 Contributions or Sponsorship 500.00 

    

TOTAL INCOME 5,964.93 

    

EXPENSES   

Uncategorized 0.00 

5300 Meeting Expenses   

         5303 March Meeting 172.18 

         5304 April Meeting 1,872.35 

         5308 August Meeting 234.00 

         5310 October Meeting 25.00 

         5313 SLA Conference Expense Officer 2593.60 

         Other 5300 Meeting Expenses 306.25 



         TOTAL 5300 Meeting Expenses 5203.38 

5600 Contributions   

5601 Shared Contributions – NJSLA Reception at SLA  500.00 

TOTAL 5600 Contributions 500.00 

    

5900 Miscellaneous Expenses   

  5902 Special Projects   116.68 

          5903 Postal Printing 8.20 

          5906 Miscellaneous 56.05 

          TOTAL 5900 Miscellaneous Expenses 180.93 

    

TOTAL EXPENSES 5,884.31 

    

OVERALL TOTAL 80.62 

    

 (submitted by Treasurer Sonal Shukla) 

 


