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Hello ERMD members 

I hope everyone who was able to attend SLA 2016 in Philadelphia had a productive and enjoyable 
conference. ERMD co-hosted a session with the Food, Agriculture, & Nutrition Division on 
“Understanding Food-related Research and Activism,” as well as hosting our lead session, “Citizen 
Science: How Communities, Scientists, and Libraries Can Engage Together in Scientific Discov-
ery.”  Our speakers were Darlene Cavalier, founder of Science Cheerleader and SciStarter, and 
Patricia Dawson, Associate Professor/Librarian at Rider University. Both gave informative and in-
teresting presentations, and afterward there was a lively round of questions and discussion with the 
audience.  We were unable to complete our Board Meeting at the conference, but have since held 
a virtual meeting. Minutes will be sent out via the email list. 

As we wrap up one Annual Meeting and look forward to the next one, I wanted to touch base with 
the membership to talk about the future of the Division. In the last couple years, we have had a 
hard time recruiting for the leadership positions. Moving into next year, we will have at least 4 open 
positions on the board. I’d like to encourage all members, new and old, to volunteer to participate. 
It’s a limited commitment, and all the other board members are here to support you. Help us make 
this a thriving Division. We are also exploring ideas for regular programming for the entire member-
ship throughout the year, but first we need your help to ensure we have a future. If we are unable to 
recruit leadership, some future transitions we may be looking into include disbanding the Forestry 
Section or merging all of ERMD with another Division. Of course, should it come that point, there 
will be an open discussion with the entire membership. So please, think about the future of ERMD 
and your place in it. 
 
Feel free to contact me with any questions about volunteering for board positions, or other ideas or 
questions about ERMD.  Contact information for all ERMD’s board members is available on the 
ERMD website. 

  
Also, please be sure to check out SLA Connect, the new module for SLA communication. Login 
with your SLA username and password, and set up your email preferences to make sure you aren’t 
missing out on any Division communications. 

  
Thanks for your support, and have a great rest of your summer! 

 

mailto:holley-williams.sabrina@epa.gov
http://scistarter.com/
http://environment.sla.org/?page_id=510
http://connect.sla.org/
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It was great to see some of you at SLA 2016 in 
Philadelphia.  I balanced my time, mostly with the 
Legal Division and ERMD. I also had some time to 
visit some of my Philly favorites and see my family 
in the area after the conference.   

 

Even though we just got back from this year’s con-
ference, we will soon have to be thinking of plans 
for next year’s programs in Phoenix.   The SLA 
listservs have phased out and will be replaced with 
SLA Connect (http://connect.sla.org/home).  
Please check for  updates for the division there. 

 

This edition features some highlights from the Phil-
adelphia conference.  There is a review of the 
Sunday program on food-related research and ac-
tivism on page 3, and a review of the “Citizen Sci-
ence” program from Tuesday morning on page 4. 

 

Special thanks to the contributors of this issue: 

 Sabrina Holley-Williams 

 Eric Tans 

 Bobbi Weaver 

 

Please send copy and ideas for our next issue to 
me at baw@cwsl.edu.  Also, your professional 
news (eg. new jobs, promotions, publications and 
retirements) are also welcome.  

 

mailto:baw@cwsl.edu
mailto:baw@cwsl.edu
mailto:baw@cwsl.edu
http://connect.sla.org/home
mailto:baw@cwsl.edu
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Understanding Food-Related Research & Activism  
 
Sun. June 12, 2016,1:30-3:00 pm 
 
Speaker: Garrett Broad, PhD, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Communications 
&Media Studies, Fordham University, Bronx, NY 

 
Presented by DFAN, DERM, and Insurance and Employee Benefits Division 

 
Sponsored by ACSESS, Annual Reviews 

 
Reviewed by Bobbi Weaver, baw@cwsl.edu  

Dr. Broad provided a good overview of the movement to provide better access to healthy food to peo-
ple in low-income communities.  He discussed the concept of the “food desert”, a situation in which 
many people have no car and there is not a supermarket within a mile of the community.  He showed 
various statistics, including those showing that South Los Angeles (a low income community) was 
more likely to have access to liquor retail markets than quality farmer’s markets, which were more 
prevalent in affluent areas.   
 

Prof. Broad discussed a recent study of a community in Philadelphia where researchers found that alt-
hough access to supermarkets was improved, the unhealthy dietary habits of the people in the commu-
nity did not significantly change (See, http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/33/2/283.abstract).  The 
speaker noted that studies like these indicate the need to address food inequalities at a deeper, sys-
tematic level. 
 

He also commented on extensive global food loss, noting that 50 percent of the food gets wasted and 

is not consumed.  The population is increasing and, accordingly, the number of hungry people is rising 

as well, he added.  He noted that there have been reductions in hungry people throughout the world, 

but the reductions have not be even.  Many regions of the world are still seriously impacted by a short-

age of food. 

There are various groups that are working for food justice.  These groups primarily spread their mes-
sage through networking and “narratives”—storytelling by people who have experienced food insecuri-
ty.  One group that he discussed was Community Services Unlimited (http://csuinc.org/).  This organi-
zation was founded in the 1970s as a nonprofit arm of the Black Panthers.  Prof. Broad also mentioned 
the groups, Rooted in Community (http://www.rootedincommunity.org/), the Student/Farmer Alliance 
(http://www.rootedincommunity.org/), and the Los Angeles Food Policy Council (http://goodfoodla.org/) 

Prof. Broad mentioned that food justice groups employ various methods to work toward the mission of 

better access of healthy foods to low-income communities.  Groups should use local storytelling about 

the food and social justice in the community.  Groups should also employ a theory of change that ex-

amines food system struggles within a broader vision of social justice activism.  Groups need to remain 

sustainability of both programs and finances and should maintain networking partnerships toward 

those goals.  Finally, Prof Broad noted that these groups need to have the “willingness and capacity to 

develop community-focused action into large scale cultural and political transformation. 

           [continued on page 4] 

mailto:baw@cwsl.edu
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/33/2/283.abstract
http://csuinc.org/
http://www.rootedincommunity.org/
http://www.rootedincommunity.org/
http://goodfoodla.org/


 

 

Understanding Food-Related Research & Activism  

 

[continued from page 3] 

Prof. Broad concluded his discussion by discuss-
ing the case of Ron Finley, the “Gangsta Garden-
er”.  Mr. Finley is a resident of South Central Los 
Angeles who started planting fresh produce near 
his house due to the lack of health food available 
in the community.  He soon began to teach his 
neighbors to grow their own food as well.  Prof 
Broad recommended viewing Mr. Finley’s TED 
talk at https://www.ted.com/speakers/ron_finley.   
 
Prof. Broad’s research can be found in his book, 
More than just food: food justice and community 
change (UC Press, 2016).  The book is available 
in print from UC press at http://www.ucpress.edu/
go/ordering. Use source code 16M4197 at check-
out to save 30 percent.  Print and Kindle editions 
are available on Amazon. 
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Citizen Science: How Communities, Scientists, and Libraries Can Engage Together in  

Scientific Discovery 

Tue. June 14, 2016; 8:00 AM - 9:30 AM 

 

Reviewed by Eric Tans 

Citizen science, or research conducted by amateur scientists, is a fast growing trend in scientific 

community. But what role can libraries play in facilitating citizen science? The SLA Annual Confer-

ence 2016 session “Citizen Science: How Communities, Scientists, and Libraries Can Engage To-

gether in Scientific Discovery” set out to answer this question, with speakers Patricia Dawson and 

Darlene Cavalier discussing their involvement in citizen science and ways in which libraries have fa-

cilitated project development. 

 

Patricia Dawson, Science Librarian at Rider University in New Jersey. In addition to her work as an 

academic librarian, Ms. Dawson is also a citizen scientist. As a member of the Twin and Walker 

Creeks Watershed Conservancy, she is involved in monitoring water quality of three separate lakes 

within the watershed. The monitoring work involves compiling both observational data regarding wa-

ter conditions and water samples for further analysis. The samples were analyzed  by an outside  

       [continued on page 5] 

https://www.ted.com/speakers/ron_finley
http://www.ucpress.edu/go/ordering
http://www.ucpress.edu/go/ordering
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Citizen Science [continued from page 4] 

 

environmental engineering consulting firm in order to assess pH, dissolved oxygen, nutrient load such as ni-
trogen and phosphorous, dissolved solids, and general aquatic health. The citizen scientists collecting this 
data soon encountered a common issue for citizen science projects: how to interpret and make sense of col-
lected data.  

 

Fortunately, Ms. Dawson’s role as a Science Librarian allowed her to connect the data with environmental 
science faculty experts at Rider, who were then able to provide valuable feedback, including interpreting da-
ta, and recommending further study and solutions. This case study is a valuable reminder that librarians can 
serve as conduits, not only connecting people to information, but also connecting people, projects, and re-
search to each other through citizen science. 

 

The second speaker was Darlene Cavalier, founder of the website www.scistarter.com and a faculty member 
with the Arizona State University’s Center for Engagement and Training. SciStarter’s goal is to connect inter-
ested individuals to Citizen Science projects and to increase science literacy and interest in science in the 
general public. There are 1600+ active projects listed on SciStarter and the site also facilitates recruiting, 
training, and equipping citizens to contribute to scientific research.   

 

Ms. Cavalier also spoke specifically of ways that libraries can support and enable citizen science projects. 

One common barrier facing citizen science projects is the cost of instruments and supplies. In response to 

this, SciStarter is piloting partnerships with libraries citizen science equipment is available for checkout from 

the circulation desk. Library maker spaces are also a key component to many citizen science projects, and 

partnerships are starting to formalize. Ms. Cavalier even described a project that 3D printed the components 

of a homemade satellite that was subsequently shot into orbit! For those interested in the intersection be-

tween maker spaces and citizen science, Arizona State University will be hosting a Citizen Science and Mak-

er Summit in October (https://sfis.asu.edu/asu-citizen-science-maker-summit-2016). 

 

 

http://www.scistarter.com
https://sfis.asu.edu/asu-citizen-science-maker-summit-2016
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ERMD Plans for SLA 2017 in Phoenix 

 

By Eric Tans, tans@mail.lib.msu.edu  

 

Although it seems like Philadelphia just ended, planning for SLA 2017 in Phoenix is already un-
derway.  

 

ERMD is working with several other divisions on planning a session on water resources in the 
American West with an aim to utilize local experts based in Arizona.  

 

Given the arid nature of the region and the threat of unpredictable weather due to climate change, 
this should be a very exciting session that generates considerable interest.  

mailto:tans@mail.lib.msu.edu
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