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Given the abundant seafood options available in 

Vancouver, the session The Science and Politics of 

Sustainable Seafood certainly had a local flavor.  

Sponsored by Annual Reviews and Taylor & Francis 

Group, the session featured a home-grown keynote 

address from Ann-Marie Copping of the Vancouver 

Aquarium with a follow-up presentation from Tony 

Stankus, Life Sciences Librarian and Distinguished 

Professor at the University of Arkansas.  However, 

while the harbor side Vancouver Convention Center 

was an appropriate venue for the topic, both Ms. 

Copping and Mr. Stankus clearly indicated that the 

issue of sustainable seafood is an issue with both 

local and global impact. 

Ann-Marie Copping presented on her work as the 

Vancouver Aquarium’s Ocean Wise Manager.  

Ocean Wise (http://www.oceanwise.ca/) is an edu-

cational conservation program dedicated to empow-

ering consumers on the issue of sustainable sea-

food.  Ocean Wise launched with a regional focus 

with only 16 partners in 2005 but has since grown to 

cover all of Canada an includes a diverse partner-

ship network that includes retail, markets, suppliers, 

colleges and universities, and restaurants.  It is   

through collaborative business and nonprofit part-
nerships that Ocean Wise is able to significantly 
impact the market for sustainable seafood. 

Ocean Wise has established criteria for determin-

ing the sustainability of both wild and farmed sea-

food.  For wild caught species, the criteria in-

clude: 

 Abundant and resilient population 

 Well-managed stock 

 Minimal by-catch (catching and killing non-

target fish species) 

 Limited impact on habitat and ecosystem in-

teractions 

These criteria exclude destructive fishing tech-

niques such as deep sea trawling that damages 

the sea floor and long-line fishing, in which fishing 

boats drag miles of fishing line with hooks that 

indiscriminately catch all types and sizes of fish.  

Ocean Wise also created criteria for farmed sea-

food, which includes the following: 

 
[continued on page 3] 

SLA 2014 Vancouver Session Review 

The Science and Politics of Sustainable Seafood 
Sunday, June 8, 1:30 – 3pm 

Sponsored by: Annual Reviews, Taylor & Francis Group 

Presented by:  
Biomedical and Life Sciences Division, Environment & Resource 
Management Division, Food Agriculture & Nutrition Division, Natural 
History Caucus, Science & Technology Division, Social Science 
Division 

 

Reviewed by: Eric Tans, tans@mail.lib.msu.edu 

http://www.oceanwise.ca/
mailto:tans@mail.lib.msu.edu?subject=Email%20from%20Website
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Greetings: 

 

I hope everyone’s summer has been going well.  It 
seems to have gone fast for me.  Soon we will be 
getting ready for the new academic year. 

 

This issue has a great review of the sustainable 
fishing program offered at SLA 2014 in Vancouver. 
There is also an informative article about a new re-
source for researching the Great Lakes. 

 

Special thanks to this issue’s contributors: 

 

 Laura Barnes 

 Eric Tans 

 Bobbi Weaver 

 

Please email me with any news that you would like 
to share with the division.   

 

Enjoy and stay cool! 

 

 

                                      Bobbi Weaver 

                                      ERMD News Editor 

mailto:baw@cwsl.edu
mailto:baw@cwsl.edu
mailto:baw@cwsl.edu
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Sustainable Fishing 

[continued from page 1] 

 Data 

 Effluent 

 Habitat 

 Chemicals 

 Feed 

 Escapes 

 Diseases 

 Source of brood stock 

 

Fish farms that meet the Ocean Wise criteria will include 

systems that properly manage waste, avoid damaging 

native habitats, ensure secure populations, and most im-

portantly gather data.  According to Ms. Copping, any 

supplier that cannot provide accurate data ensuring that 

their operation meets all of the above criteria will not re-

ceive an Ocean Wise endorsement. 

Ocean Wise works by empowering consumers with infor-
mation about sustainable seafood, including highlighting 
species of concern and particularly damaging practices.  
Consumers also have the power to influence businesses 
by requesting that the seafood be provided from sustaina-
ble sources, by simply asking where the seafood comes 
from, or (for Canadian consumers) by requesting that 
businesses become Ocean Wise partners.  For consum-
ers living in the United States, Ocean Wise also has a 
partnership with the Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood 
Watch (http://www.seafoodwatch.org/cr/
seafoodwatch.aspx) program, which partners with US 
businesses and organizations in a similar way to Ocean 
Wise.   
 
For those interested in learning or doing more when it 
comes to sustainable seafood, both Ocean Wise (http://
www.oceanwise.ca/news/ocean-wise-iphone-app) and 
Seafood Watch (http://www.seafoodwatch.org/cr/
SeafoodWatch/web/sfw_iPhone.aspx) have smartphone 
apps for helpful on the spot information on seafood (URLs 
noted above).  You can also follow Ocean Wise on Twit-
ter at #ocean_wise. 
 
 

Tony Stankus, the second speaker of the session, 
presented on the topic of consuming small, oily fish 
like herring, mackerel, and menhaden.  These small 
fish are a crucial source of protein in the diet of small 
subsistence fishing populations around the world.  
Additionally, these small fish are the main source of 
income for these small indigenous fisheries as they 
are bought and sold within the local economy.  These 
small fisheries, which are key to the survival and live-
lihood of subsistence fishers across the globe, are 
currently facing several threats.  These threats in-
clude climate change, which leads to changing ocean 
currents and composition, and illegal overfishing from 
large fishing boats that out-compete the indigenous 
fishermen for the finite supply of small fish. 
 

In the area of international law, enforcement of fish-
ing limits is difficult to enforce due to an entrenched 
system that encourages turning a blind eye towards 
illegal catches.  To add insult to injury, the fish caught 
in these large quantities are eventually put to ineffi-
cient use, with less than 18% being consumed by 
people.  The rest are processed into fishmeal or fish 
oil, turned into cat food, or fish feed pellets for feed-
ing farm grown fish such as salmon, trout, halibut, 
and shrimp.  To demonstrate the inefficiency of this 
practice, Mr. Stankus presented the statistic stating 
that it takes nearly 20 lbs. of small fish to generate 1 
lb. of farmed tuna.  Eating organisms lower on the 
food chain is always a more productive and efficient 
source of calories. 

 

In his conclusion, Mr. Stankus’ called for enforcement 

of current international fishing laws and encouraged 

all attendees to eat more small and oily fish.  He sug-

gested adopting a marketing strategy branding the 

fish as artisanal to increase the demand for efficient 

and productive uses of this critical resource. 

 

http://www.seafoodwatch.org/cr/seafoodwatch.aspx
http://www.seafoodwatch.org/cr/seafoodwatch.aspx
http://www.oceanwise.ca/news/ocean-wise-iphone-app
http://www.oceanwise.ca/news/ocean-wise-iphone-app
http://www.seafoodwatch.org/cr/SeafoodWatch/web/sfw_iPhone.aspx
http://www.seafoodwatch.org/cr/SeafoodWatch/web/sfw_iPhone.aspx
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Great Lakes Regional Pollution Prevention Roundtable Provides Information Re-

sources, Tools, and Training  
 

By Laura L. Barnes, l-barnes@ILLINOIS.EDU Librarian, 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Prairie Re-

search Institute and Executive Director, Great Lakes Pollu-

tion Prevention Roundtable (GLRPPR) 

Since the early 1990s, the Great Lakes Regional Pollution Prevention Roundtable (GLRPPR) has promoted 
information exchange and providing networking opportunities to pollution prevention practitioners in the re-
gion.  

 
Originally, the group was formed to improve information sharing and collaboration among the region’s pollu-
tion prevention technical assistance providers by hosting conferences twice a year. A lot has changed since 
then. Al Gore’s film and book “An Inconvenient Truth” brought international attention to the issue of global 
warming. Companies large and small began to realize that making their operations greener could also save 
them money and began to hire sustainability professionals themselves. Finally, the Internet revolution made 
it easier for people to communicate without being in the same room together. Today, although the delivery 
methods have changed, the organization’s core mission -- to develop and promote information resources, 
tools, and training for and facilitate networking among sustainability professionals in the Great Lakes region 
of the United States and Canada – remains the same. 

 
Although GLRPPR’s focus is on serving the information and training needs of environmental professionals in 
the Great Lakes region, the web site includes a wealth of sustainability resources of interest to those outside 
of the region as well. These resources include: 

 

 A series of LibGuides (http://uiuc.libguides.com/profile/laura-l-barnes) focused on specific environmental 
topics. Each sector resource also includes relevant funding notices, news items, and training opportuni-
ties. The most recent addition to the collection is the Resilient Cities LibGuide (http://uiuc.libguides.com/
resilientcities), which is intended to assist communities with becoming more resilient in the face of a 
changing climate and other threats. The guide includes information on strategies for identifying and re-
sponding to many barriers to resilient communities, including climate change, natural disasters, land-
scape and ecosystem, and infrastructure; funding sources; agencies and organizations that can assist; 
current research at the University of Illinois; and case studies. 

 Sector Resources (http://www.glrppr.org/sectors), a large collection of online sustainability information, 
organized by topic. The most recent of these, Behavior Change and Sustainability (http://www.glrppr.org/
contacts/gltopichub.cfm?sectorid=152), provides links to reports and other materials related to engaging 
employees and the public to adopt pro-environmental behaviors. It also includes links to relevant re-
search articles.  

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                        [continued on page 5] 

mailto:l-barnes@ILLINOIS.EDU
http://uiuc.libguides.com/profile/laura-l-barnes
http://uiuc.libguides.com/resilientcities
http://uiuc.libguides.com/resilientcities
http://www.glrppr.org/sectors
http://www.glrppr.org/contacts/gltopichub.cfm?sectorid=152
http://www.glrppr.org/contacts/gltopichub.cfm?sectorid=152
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Great Lakes Regional Pollution Prevention Roundtable Provides Information Resources, Tools, and 

Training  

[continued from page 4] 

 

 Archived webinars on a variety of sustainability topics (http://www.glrppr.org/meetings),  which are also 
available on GLRPPR’s YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/user/glrppr); and 

 A twice-weekly newsletter (http://www.glrppr.org/newsletter/) with links to new documents, news stories, 
funding notices, and training opportunities. 

 
GLRPPR is a member of the Pollution Prevention Resource Exchange (P2Rx™), a national partnership of 
regional pollution prevention information centers funded in part through grants from U.S. EPA. The strength 
of the network lies in the expertise and diversity among the regional centers and the variety of audiences 
served including government and state environmental agencies, technical assistance providers, businesses, 
educators, nonprofit organizations, and the general public. Although each center has specific projects or 
specializations targeted at meeting each region’s unique needs, centers also offer a common set of infor-
mation products and services. For more information on the P2Rx national network, visit http://www.p2rx.org. 

 

What’s happening? 
 

Have you started a new job? 
 

Were you recently published in  
a journal or book? 

 

Tell the members of  ERMD your good news.  
Email Bobbi Weaver at baw@cwsl.edu.  

http://www.glrppr.org/meetings
https://www.youtube.com/user/glrppr
http://www.glrppr.org/newsletter/
http://www.p2rx.org
mailto:baw@cwsl.edu


Webinar Opportunity! 
When?  Wed., August 13, 2013, 2-3 pm, EDT 

Where?  Online.  Register at https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/148106761  

What?  2014 Unit Fundraising Pilot with ProQuest & SLA 

How much?  FREE!!!!! 

 

 

Need more information?  See the description online at  

                                            http://calendar.sla.org/index.php?eID=354 OR 

                                            Contact John Walsh, jwalsh@sla.org 

                                            (703) 647-4917  

https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/148106761
http://calendar.sla.org/index.php?eID=354
mailto:jwalsh@sla.org


 

 

                  ERMD 2014 Officers 
 
                    Executive Board 

 

 

Chair 

Samuel G. Boltik 
US EPA Headquarters – Library 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW MC 3404T 
Washington, DC 20460 

(202) 566-0577 (voice) 

boltik.sam@epa.gov 

 

Immediate Past-Chair 

 

Mary Maguire 
Librarian, World Resources Institute 
10 G Street Northeast #800   
Washington, DC 20002 

(202) 729-7602, mmaguire@wri.org  

 

Chair-Elect 

Abbey Gerken 
c/o US EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.. MC3404T 
Washington, DC 20460 
(303) 952-9381 (voice) 

gerken.abbey@epa.gov 

 

Secretary 
Chris Clotworthy  
Resources for the Future  
1616 P St. NW  
Washington, DC 20036-1443  
clotworthy@rff.org 

 

Treasurer Amy Schuler 

Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies 

P.O. Box AB 

Millbrook, NY  12545 

schulera@caryinstitute.org  

 

Director  

Kate Dougherty, Geosciences & Maps Librarian 

University of Arkansas Libraries 

365 N. McIlroy Ave. 

Fayetteville, AR  72701-4002 

(479) 575-2241/kmdoughe@uark.edu 

 

Director  Eric Tans, Environmental Sciences Librarian 
Collections Management Division 
Michigan State University Libraries  
366 W. Circle Drive, E216 
East Lansing, MI 48824 

Phone: 517-884-7808 / email: tans@mail.lib.msu.edu 

mailto:boltik.sam@epa.gov
mailto:mmaguire@wri.org
mailto:gerken.abbey@epa.gov
mailto:clotworthy@rff.org
mailto:schulera@caryinstitute.org
mailto:kmdoughe@uark.edu
mailto:tans@mail.lib.msu.edu?subject=Email%20from%20Website


                   ERMD Officers 

Advisory Board 

 

 

 

Advertising Manager 

[Vacant] 

 

 

 

Archivist 
Michael Sholinbeck 
Sheldon Margen Public Health Library 
U. C. Berkeley 
1 University Hall #7360 
Berkeley, CA 94720-7360  USA 
1-510-642-2511 (voice) 
1-510-642-7623 (fax) 

msholinb@library.berkeley.edu 

Discussion List—SLA-DERM Mbrs Only 

Beth Wohlgemuth 

Illinois Natural History Survey 

1027 Forbes Building 

Champaign, IL 61820 

wohlgemu@inhs.uiuc.edu 

 

 

 

Discussion List—Open 

Duncan McClusky 

University of Georgia 

2360 Rainwater Rd. 

Tifton, GA 31793 USA 

1-229-386-3447 (voice) 

1-229-386-7005 (fax) 

mcclusky@uga.edu 

 
Forestry Section Chair 
Julie Blankenburg 
Forest Products Laboratory 
National Forest Service Library 
U.S. Forest Service 
One Gifford Pinchot Drive 
Madison, WI 53726 
(608) 231-9491(voice) 
(608) 231-9311(fax) 
Email: jblankenburg@fs.fed.us  
Alternate email (for large files):  
   jjblanke@wisc.edu  

Ethics Ambassador 

Barbie Keiser 

2100 Lee Highway #G13 

Vienna, VA 22201  USA 

barbie.keiser@gmail.com 

 

Membership Chair 

Debbie Jan 

Sheldon Margen Public Health Library 

U. C. Berkeley 

1 University Hall #7360 

Berkeley, CA 94720-7360 USA 

1-510-642-2511 (voice) 

1-510-642-7623 (fax) 

djan@library.berkeley.edu 

Newsletter Editor 

Bobbi Weaver, 

Library, Cal. Western School of Law 

225 Cedar Street 

San Diego, CA  92101 

(619) 525-1497 

baw@cwsl.edu 

 

Social Media Committee 
Bob Teeter 
Santa Clara Valley Water Dist. Library 
5750 Almaden Expwy 
San Jose, CA 95118-3686  USA 
1-408-265-2600 (voice) 

bteeter@valleywater.org 
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