March 23, 2017

The Honorable Paul Ryan The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker Minority Leader
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives

Dear Speaker Ryan and Leader Pelosi:

On behalf of the 27 undersigned organizations dedicated to harnessing every resource — scientific,
medical, financial and educational — to fight against the scourge of cancer that threatens the lives and
health of Americans, we write in strong opposition to the repeal of the indoor tanning tax in the
American Health Care Act (AHCA). The tanning tax appropriately reflects the carcinogenic effects of
indoor tanning and it is the desire of our collective memberships that the current federal tax on this
activity remains in place as a deterrent to harmful behavior.

Approximately 7.8 million adult women and 1.9 million adult men in the United States tan indoors.! The
United States Department of Health and Human Services and the World Health Organization's
International Agency of Research on Cancer panel have declared ultraviolet radiation from the sun and
artificial sources, such as tanning beds and sun lamps, to be a known carcinogen (cancer-causing
substance). 2

Evidence from multiple studies has shown that exposure to UV radiation from indoor tanning devices is
associated with an increased risk of melanoma and nonmelanoma skin cancer, including squamous cell
carcinoma and basal cell carcinoma.® Researchers estimate that indoor tanning may cause upwards of
400,000 cases of skin cancer in the U.S. each year.* Higher melanoma rates among young females
compared to young males may be due in part to widespread use of indoor tanning among females.”

Studies have demonstrated that exposure to UV radiation during indoor tanning damages the DNA in
the skin cells. Excessive exposure to UV radiation during indoor tanning can lead to premature skin
aging, immune suppression, and eye damage, including cataracts and ocular melanoma.® A recent
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investigation estimated that 3,234 injuries related to indoor tanning — including burns, loss of
consciousness and eye injuries — were treated in U.S. hospital emergency departments every year from
2003 to 2012.7

With our shared commitment in the fight against cancer, our organizations respectfully ask for your
support in maintaining and preserving the tax on indoor tanning services. Thank you for your
consideration.
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