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CAT 

 
 

EDUCATION 

Years of 
Engineering 
Practice   (7) 

Years of Responsible 
Charge in Fire Protection 

Engineering 
 1. Graduate of an engineering curriculum of accepted standing (1), or 

PE (Professional Engineer) in Fire Protection. 
4 3 

2. Bachelor of Science degree in physical science (math, physics, 
chemistry) from a university of accepted standing (2), or bachelor’s 
degree in fire protection engineering technology program of 
accepted standing (3). 

4 3 

3. Graduate of an engineering technology curriculum of accepted 
standing (3). 

6 3 

4. Master or Doctoral of Science degree in engineering or science. (4) 3 3 
5. Education in engineering or the physical science which 

demonstrates a knowledge of the principles of engineering. (5) 
6 3 

6. Associates degree in engineering or physical science, or Bachelors 
in engineering or physical science from a non-accredited program. 

8 3 

7. Baccalaureate or higher degree other than engineering or physical 
science. (6) 

10 3 

8. Other (7) 14 4 
 

(1) “Accepted Standing” is defined as an engineering curriculum which is ABET (Accreditation Board for Engineering 
and Technology) accredited (USA), CEAB (Canadian Engineering Accreditation Board) accredited (Canada), FEANI 
listed (European Federation of National Engineering Associations), or equivalent. This also includes programs 
outside North America that have been reviewed and accepted by ECEI (Engineering Credentials Evaluation 
International) or WES (World Education Services) and found to be comparable to those accredited in the USA. 

(2) “Accepted Standing” is defined as a college/university (USA) which is an accredited institution of post-secondary 
education. 

(3) “Accepted Standing” is defined as an engineering technology curriculum which is ABET (USA) or similarly 
accredited. 

(4) From a curriculum of accepted standing. 
(5) Credit is given based upon college transcripts and grades received in engineering principles, math and science 

courses, which demonstrate a knowledge of the principles of engineering. Credit is also given for a PE in a field 
other than Fire Protection, an EIT (Engineer in Training) or CSP (Certified Safety Professional). 

(6) Those without academic qualifications are asked to provide a detailed description of their practice of engineering 
and of being in responsible charge of fire protection engineering work. Being under qualified supervision for an 
extended period of time is essential. Refer to “Fire Protection Engineering” definitions. 

(7) Engineering practice may include experience in engineering fields other than fire protection. 
 

NOTE A: 
Responsible Charge 
Responsible charge signifies responsibilities of the individual to make decisions for successful completion of work without 
relying upon the aid or advice from a superior as to methods, materials and standards to be utilized. It further signifies that 
these duties are carried out at the discretion of the individual and do not necessarily require authority from supervisors 
except as a matter of form. 

 
NOTE B: 
While SFPE recognizes the expertise evidenced by engineering degrees, master’s degrees, and Professional Engineers 
designations by requiring fewer years of actual experience and responsible charge, it is still necessary to provide examples 
to demonstrate that one is indeed actually practicing engineering in a position of responsible charge. The degrees or 
designations do not, in themselves, satisfy the requirement to demonstrate responsible charge – many people achieve 
educational objectives but do not continue on to actively practice within their discipline. 
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