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First Timer’s Guide

YOU’RE REGISTERED FOR THE INTERNATIONAL THESPIAN FESTIVAL … NOW WHAT?
Attending ITF for the first time can be a little overwhelming. Keep reading for a curated list of the most important information. 

SCHEDULE
ITF uses a two-track schedule. The dual schedules allow for every ITF delegate to see main stage shows in both the Lied Center 
and Kimball Hall, increase the event’s attendance capacity, and give ITF delegates access to a variety of programming options. 
The color of your ITF badge insert indicates what track you are on. If your badge insert is blue, you’ll see the blue main stage 
shows. If your badge is yellow, you’ll see the yellow main stage shows.

Both tracks have been designed around the main stage shows happening in the Lied Center. Each track has a unique 
main stage schedule. You are expected to adhere to your track’s assigned main stage schedule; however, with your 
troupe director’s permission, you may choose a workshop or a show in the Howell or Carson theatres instead of a 
scheduled main stage show.

In many instances, there will be partial overlaps in programming. With so much to see and do, it is very important to use 
Guidebook or the print program to plan your week. There is plenty of time for you to enjoy all that ITF has to offer. 
 
Here’s the scoop on important features of the ITF schedule.

 LIED CENTER MAIN STAGE SHOWS 
 There are six of these, including the National Individual Events Showcase. Each is performed twice, once for the blue 
 track and once for the yellow track. Every student, troupe director, and chaperone will have a seat in the Lied Center. A 
 seat is reserved for you at one of those performances, depending on your badge insert color, and you will keep the 
 same seat through the whole week.

 KIMBALL HALL MAIN STAGE SHOWS
 There are six of these, and each is performed twice. Unavoidably, the total seating capacity for each show is less than 
 the number of people attending the ITF. All Kimball performances are ticketed. All troupes have been allotted two 
 tickets per registrant. Shows and seats are chosen by the troupe directors in advance of ITF. It is possible to see a 
 Kimball show without an advance ticket, if seats are available. You may see the house manager ahead of each 
 performance to learn more. 

 WORKSHOPS
 There are many workshops scheduled throughout the ITF week. Workshop descriptions and a workshop session 
 schedule will be available in Guidebook and the print program.

 CHAPTER SELECT AND FREESTYLE THEATRE SHOWS
 Performances are scheduled in the Howell and Carson theatres in morning, afternoon, and evening sessions.

 COLLEGE AUDITIONS
 Every year, hundreds of Thespians get an early start on their college search by auditioning for more than 50 colleges 
 and universities at ITF. Rising seniors can strut their stuff for all the colleges all at the same time — a quick and easy 
 way to get lots of exposure. 
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 SCHOLARSHIP AUDITIONS
 At ITF, selected Thespians who are 2019 graduates can audition for more than $12,000 in scholarships offered by the 
 International Thespian Society.

 TECH CHALLENGE
 Let your techies experience the excitement of Tech Challenge, a daylong competition at ITF allowing Thespians to 
 demonstrate their accuracy, speed, and efficiency as well as creativity, ingenuity, and teamwork in executing technical 
 theatre skills. 

 INDIVIDUAL EVENTS
 National Individual Events (NIEs) is an educational program that offers Thespians the opportunity to receive  
 constructive feedback on prepared theatrical material and technical designs. All students must qualify with an overall 
 Superior at their chapter events and must be an inducted Thespian by the time of registration to be eligible to present 
 an IE at ITF. Students must present the same piece at ITF for which they qualified at their chapter. 

 LATE NIGHT ACTIVITIES
 After a day full of workshops and shows, Festival offers a variety of activities after dark. Thespians can attend on-
 campus, chaperoned dances, participate in karaoke, or learn the finer points of improv in special evening sessions 
 taught by professional actors.

WHEN YOU ARRIVE
Check in at the Lied Center before heading to your dorms. At check-in, you will receive your room assignments, badges, 
programs, Kimball tickets, and IE participation pins. All attendees will also receive a T-shirt and water bottle. 

WHEN YOU LEAVE
Check-out time is 6:00 to 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, June 30. No late check-out will be allowed, but the university will provide 
space for luggage storage in your residence hall. Arrangements must be made with the 24-hour desk clerk the day before 
departure. 

ITF BADGES
Badges must be visible — worn above the waist — for admission to all ITF activities. If you lose your badge, you can obtain a 
duplicate from the ITF Information Desk for $5. The color of your ITF badge insert indicates what track you are on (either blue 
or yellow). On the bottom right corner of your badge, you will find your dining hall assignment; on the bottom left corner, you 
will find your section/row/seat for Lied Center performances. 
 

ETIQUETTE IN SHOWS
We want ITF to be the best possible experience for all of our delegates. During mainstage performances, we want everyone to 
have fun and be engaged. We understand that everyone experiences theatre differently, but we have to be respectful to those 
onstage and those around us. Please, no talking or yelling during the shows, and we ask that you only clap when appropriate. 
Catcalling of any kind will not be tolerated. 

EMERGENCIES
UNL campus police are on duty at all times. If possible, students should report any illness or other emergency to their troupe 
director or chaperone.

HEALTH CENTER
The Health Center does not provide medical treatment to adults — only students. The UNL Health Center is open from 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, and 10:00 a.m. to noon on Saturday, for all students who completed health forms 
when they registered. Students who become sick or injured during off hours must be taken to the Bryan LGH West Hospital. 
Adults who need medical care should contact one of the nurse liaisons for transportation to Bryan Hospital.
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INFORMATION DESK
The ITF Information Desk, located in the Steinhart Room off the lower lobby of the Lied Center, will be open from 9:30 a.m. to 
9:00 p.m. on Monday and 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday. 

ITF ON YOUR PHONE
The ITF is on your smartphone, in the form of a custom Guidebook ITF schedule app.

 ON AN iPHONE OR iPAD
 1. Download Guidebook from the App Store. (It’s free.)
 2. Open Guidebook and tap “Download Guides.”
 3. In the search bar above the category list, type “Thespian Festival 2019.”
 4. Tap the ITF guide icon that appears, and your guide will begin downloading.

 ON ANDROID
 1. Download Guidebook from the Play Store.
 2. Tap to open Guidebook. Then tap the blue button “Download your first guide,” if you have no guides. If you already 
     have guides in Guidebook, tap the magnifying glass in the upper-left corner.
 3. Tap “Search all guides.” Then type “Thespian Festival 2019.”
 4. Tap the ITF guide that appears. Your guide will begin downloading.

 ON BLACKBERRY, WINDOWS PHONE, AND OTHER DEVICES
 1. Go to http://m.guidebook.com on your mobile browser.
 2. In the search bar on the top of the category list, type “Thespian Festival 2019.”
 3. Click on the ITF guide icon that appears.

THESPIAN SPIRIT STORE
You can purchase buttons, stickers, keyrings, and other souvenirs of your week at the ITF at the Thespian Spirit Store 
throughout the week. 

 MONDAY: 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
 TUESDAY THROUGH FRIDAY: 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
 SATURDAY: 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

MEALS
ITF fees include all meals in UNL residence hall cafeterias beginning with Monday evening’s dinner and ending with Sunday’s 
breakfast. To prevent any one area from being overwhelmed, students are assigned specific dining locations where they may 
eat. Assignment can be found on all delegate badges.

Your meal card is on a keyring with your dorm room key. If you lose the keyring, you may acquire a new meal card and key at 
the 24-hour desk of your residence hall. The card entitles you to enter the dining line once — and only once — for each meal 
served. Adults have the option of eating in their assigned dining hall or in the adults’ cafeteria in Selleck Hall. Students may not 
dine in Selleck Hall.

 Breakfast
        TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY: 7:00 to 9:30 a.m.
        SUNDAY: 6:00 to 9:00 a.m.

 Lunch
        TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY: Noon to 2:30 p.m.

 Dinner
        MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY: 5:00 to 7:30 p.m.


