
 
 
FAQ: Insuring Historic Properties 
 
Q: Why are older/historic buildings harder to insure? 
A: Unfortunately, a large number of major insurance companies are skittish when 

asked to insure older buildings.  There are a variety of specific reasons this is 
true, however the general explanation for this skittishness is that these insurance 
companies simply do not know how to price the policy and/or they don’t know 
how to go about repairing the historic structure in the event of a claim.  Older 
buildings not only need specialized materials and workmanship, but they often do 
not meet building code standards. 

 
Q: What are the main factors that Insurance Carriers consider when pricing? 
A: Geographic location, age of building, proximity to a fire station or fire hydrant, 

construction style and materials used in building the structure, most recent 
updates to the roof, HVAC, electrical, and plumbing. They also consider the 
current labor and material costs needed to repair the structure in the event of a 
claim. 

 
Q: Why should I use a program like National Trust Insurance Services? 
A: Simply put, we are experts in historic building coverage. Our carrier partners are 

not skittish, in fact that greatly value the high pride of ownership associated with 
the stewardship of an historic structure.  Additionally, as a subsidiary of the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation, we pride ourselves in being a resource to 
members and partners alike.  We are continually enhancing our capabilities to 
keep pace with the growing complexity of our customers’ needs.   

 
Q: What is Historic Replacement Cost coverage? 
A: Historic Replacement Cost coverage is defined as the cost to repair or replace 

with the same materials, workmanship, and architectural features, used for the 
same purpose, without deduction for depreciation provided they are reasonably 
available.   

 
Q: Where can I direct others that need help with insuring their historic  

properties? 
A: www.nationaltrust-insurance.org or 866.269.0944. 


