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Held via conference call and in person.  

Members in person: Ed Steffan, Dave Patsavas, Kathy Mueller, Michael Mooney, Kathleen Dytrych, and Kelli Eichler.

Members via Conference Call: Lisa Byrne, Resa Kopitzke, Tami Sherman, Matthew Sprong, Elizaeth Skyles, Sara Bennett, Liz Watson, Joanne Richter-Hill, Steve Bloomenthal, Patricia Klein, Teresa McClain, Michelle Marmee, Brian Harmon, and Jim Boyd. 

I.	Call to Order (Dave Patsavas)- Quorum was obtained and Dave called the meeting to order at 3:05pm.

II.	 Treasurer’s Report (Matthew Sprong)- Matt was introduced as the new treasurer, but he has not yet been able to access the IARP-Illinois account. He summarized that there is approximately $14-15,000 in the treasury, and once he has access, he plans to break down conference costs, profits, losses, repeated costs, and compare to previous years. 

III.	Membership Committee Report (Kathleen Dytrych)-  Kathleen reported that we currently have 112 members, including 51 students. November and December expiration letters went out. This is number is up from recent years, but down from previous years of 120 members. Mike Mooney added that the larger rehabilitation companies no longer tend to support paying for employees IARP membership. IARP is offering a transition year for students with a lower membership cost for one year after graduation. 

IV.	 Old Business
a. Scholarship Committee (Lisa Byrne)- Lisa explained the newly founded Scholarship Committee and fund for students that is to be rolled out next year. Additionally, a donation request letter from June Blaine will be sent out to all membership, and there is an upcoming event planned for April 21, 2016 at Pinstripes in Oak Brook to raise money for the Scholarship Fund. Any monetary or in-kind donations from members for this event would be welcomed and appreciated. Members will be informed of the event details. 

Pinstripes Fundraiser: April 21, 2016


b. Recent Board Positions Filled: 
Treasurer- Matthew Sprong- Matt was introduced and provided his background and current position at NIU. He is welcomed to the IARP- Illinois Board

Student Representative- Kelli Eichler- Kelli was also introduced and welcomed to the board. She introduced herself, explained her background, current role with IARP- Illinois, and and summarized her contacts with other rehabilitation counseling students. 

V.	New Business
a. Education Committee 2016 (Kathy Mueller)- Kathy asked that any suggestions for topics at the next IARP seminar be emailed to her. Some members requested having a topic on Social Security, SSVE, Transition, and to have Lauren Milligan return. Additionally, anyone interested in helping with the conference planning committee, please let her know as any help would be welcomed. 

b. Exhibitors- Ed Steffan has agreed to be in charge of vendors for next year and is eager to increase participation in this area. 

Profit and Non-For-Profit- Kathy added that this year we opened up exhibitor tables to nonprofit companies with a discount of $250 (instead of $500) for a booth, which is similar to practices at other conferences. 

c. CORE/CACREP Merger Webinar: Elizabeth Skyles provided the information on the free upcoming IARP webinar, and all were encouraged to register for this event. Matt Sprong and Michelle Marmee provided background regarding this situation and the potential impact on our profession. 

d. By-Law Changes: Dave Patsavas and Ed Steffan provided some history and reasoning for requesting the below bylaw changes. The reduced requirement in years hopes to encourage more members to consider taking on the presidential roll, and continue full participation into past-presidency. The following bylaws and proposed changes were read aloud:

ARTICLE V

OFFICERS

5.1.	Officers Generally; Election. The officers of the Association shall be a President, a President-Elect, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. Only Individual Professional members may serve as officers of the Association. In addition to the powers and duties set forth in these By-Laws, each officer shall have such powers and duties as are usually related to such office and as the Board may determine by resolution. The President and President-Elect shall each hold office for a term of two years. Terms of office shall commence on May 1. The Secretary and Treasurer each shall hold office for a term of two years. Should the state organization develop sections, then the Chair of those sections may be invited to be a voting member of the Boards of Directors.

Proposed Change

5.1.	Officers Generally; Election. The officers of the Association shall be a President, a President-Elect, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. Only Individual Professional members may serve as officers of the Association. In addition to the powers and duties set forth in these By-Laws, each officer shall have such powers and duties as are usually related to such office and as the Board may determine by resolution. The President will hold office for a term of two years; the President-Elect shall hold office for one year. Terms of office shall commence on May 1. The Secretary and Treasurer each shall hold office for a term of two years. Should the state organization develop sections, then the Chair of those sections may be invited to be a voting member of the Boards of Directors.

- Matt Sprong motion to approve these proposed changes, Michelle Marmee seconded, there was discussion, and it was unanimously approved. 

VI.  	 Adjournment- Dave Patsavas adjourned the meeting at 5:00pm


Next Board Meeting: Dave explained that he is considering moving this annual board meeting to the night before the conference in September 2016, and members will be notified of the next all member meeting date/time. 
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