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IARP- ILLINOIS ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES
November 19, 2014
4:00pm
Held via conference call.
Members via Conference Call: Ed Steffan, Lisa Helma, Lisa Byrne, Dave Patsavas, Kathy Mueller, Brian Harmon, June Blaine, Kathleen Dytrych, Mike Mooney, Christopher Mathis, Maya Codina, Steve Sparuer, Michelle Marmee, Delores Gonzalez, Tami Sherman, and JoAnn Richter-Hill.
I.
Call to Order (Ed Steffan)- Quorum was obtained and Ed called the meeting to order at 4:00pm.
II.
 October 2014 Minutes (Lisa Byrne)- The recently approved October 2014 minutes were shared with all of the members on the call. No discussion. 
III.
 Treasurer’s Report (Lisa Helma)- The recently approved 11/19/14 treasurer’s report was shared with all of the members on the call. No discussion. 
IV.
Membership (Dave Patsavas)- Dave reported that IARP- Illinois currently has 135 members with 70 professional members and 65 students, and 30 new student members joined between September and October 2014. Dave explained that his current role as membership chair is to monitor membership and expirations, send out letters to remind members to renew, attend board meetings to report on membership, and participate in other board activities. As Dave moves to the President-Elect position, this chair will be open, and anyone interested is encouraged to volunteer for this soon to be open position. The board is working on improving the membership reporting from IARP International with better breakdown of information, and a meeting will be held with Carl Wangman to discuss these and other issues. Mike Mooney noted that this is a significant increase in membership from 36 professional members in 2005. 
V.
Old Business
· Dave Patsavas was recently nominated and elected by the Illinois board as President Elect. 
· Maya Codina agreed to serve as our student member chair. 
VI.
New Business

· Student scholarship fund, established 2014 (Kathy Mueller)- The specific parameters of this fund are not established yet, but the committee plans to reach out to other IARP chapters that already have a scholarship fund up and running for assistance with how to develop and distribute these funds. 
· Pinstripes Fundraiser, Saturday, February 21, 2015 at Pinstripes in Oak Brook, Illinois- Chris Mathis, Elizabeth Skyles, and Lisa Byrne are on this committee and details will be sent out soon. This is a networking and student scholarship fundraising event that all members and their significant others are encouraged to attend. 
· Bylaw changes- the IARP- Illinois board has been working to update the bylaws and the follow changes were recommended: 
· Our section bylaws are such that IARP bylaws and rules cover or supersede our chapters. To match IARP bylaws, we recommend "or via telephone, video conference" be added to Section 3.7. 
· It now reads as follows: "3.7.  Quorum.  A Quorum shall consist of 20% of the members entitled to vote who are present, in person, or by written ballot, at any meeting of members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting of members, unless a greater proportion is required by applicable law, by the Articles of Incorporation or by these Bylaws."
· Amend the bylaws to read: "3.7.  Quorum.  A Quorum shall consist of 20% of the members entitled to vote who are present, in person, or via telephone, video conference, or by written ballot, at any meeting of members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting of members, unless a greater proportion is required by applicable law, by the Articles of Incorporation or by these Bylaws."
· As we do not have any Ex-Officio Directors, we recommend Section 4.2.1 be removed, it reads: "4.2.1.  Each Ex-Officio Director shall serve as a Director by virtue of the office he or she holds.  All Ex-Officio Directors shall serve until they no longer hold their respective offices."
· Lisa Byrne motioned to keep Section 4.2.1 in the bylaws foreseeing possible uses of this section in the future although it is not currently being used. Brian Harmon seconded this motion and it was unanimously approved. 
· We are attempting to smooth the transition each year when board member terms end and new board members start their two year terms. Unfortunately, as it stands now the Treasurer and Secretary terms coincide. To alleviate this and ensure a balance of experienced and new board members the IARP Illinois board recommends the following: 5.6 For the purpose of balance, the current term of Secretary will be extended from May 1, 2015 to April 30, 2016.  This bylaw will expire and be removed from the bylaws on May 1, 2016 and thereafter the Secretary's two year term will be elected on even number years.  The Treasurer will be elected on odd number year.
· Our bylaws do not address our primary function as a board, which is to organize and implement our annual educational and networking meeting.  That being the case, IARP Illinois recommends the following additions to our bylaws:
· 6.3.4 The Education Committee will perform all necessary functions to ensure the quality of the annual educational and networking seminar. 
· 6.3.4.1 The Education Committee will be responsible to identify appropriate professionally related topics and speakers; facilities, including refreshments, ensure cost effective ground, rail, or air transportation, and hotel accommodations for speakers; the production of attendee materials; CRC and as deemed appropriate, other continuing education credits; outreach to attendees costs, as well as all approved and reasonable costs.
· 6.3.4.2 The Educational Committee will have an annual budget of no less than $5,000 to ensure the quality and excellence of each year's programs.  The Education Committee will be responsible to provide exact itemized expenses for all services and costs of the educational and networking seminar to the Treasurer no more than 60 days after each year's program.
· Lisa Byrne motioned to approve all other recommended bylaw changes as proposed above (with the exception of keeping Section 4.2.1 regarding Ex-Officio Directors), Kathy Mueller seconded, and it was unanimously approved.

· JoAnn Richter-Hill had questions regarding the chapter’s website and any recommended seminars. Kathy Mueller agreed to email her the link to our chapter’s website and other information. 
· JoAnn inquired about getting CRC CEU hours for this annual meeting call, and June Blaine agreed to inquire about the possibility of this. 
· 2014 seminar Survey Results (Dave Patsavas)- Dr. Johnston and Maya were provided their feedback as requested. Other sections were not broken out, but will be scanned into Google Drive. Most results were 8/9/10 out of 10 scores, with above average ratings across the board. The seminar had 90 attendees and 44 were students with a total cost of $8,420.54, and total income of $7,615.00. Mike Mooney noted how the cost has remained similar to previous years. Additionally, a dinner was added the night before the seminar instead of networking time after the seminar, and this year this dinner was sponsored by AthletiCo. Mike Mooney asked if we filed our 2014 federal income tax form, which is due soon and Lisa Helma is working on this. 
· Technology Committee (Kathy Mueller and Chris Mathis)- Kathy started a LinkedIn page and Chris started a Facebook page for IARP- Illinois. Both are up and running and an avenue to share information regarding our chapter. All members are invited to connect with these social media avenues, and don’t forget to “Like” our page. 
· CICO (Kathy Mueller)- Kathy is the current secretary of the Coalition of Illinois Counselor Organization (CICO) headed by Dan Stassi which includes members of various counselor organizations related to mental health, school, art and dance therapy, rehab counselors, etc. This organization discusses different upcoming legislation affecting counselors, and share what’s going on in that field. Michelle Marmee added that there is also a focus toward CRC’s becoming Licensed Counselors adding that in 2022 the law is changing that will only allow graduates of CACREP (Council for Accreditation of Counseling & Related Educational Programs) approved educational programs to be able to become licensed. CICO, CRC, and Rehab educators are working to make sure rehab counselors are not excluded from this process. Michelle and JoAnn felt that this may be a good topic for next fall’s conference. Mike Mooney requested Dan be asked to keep us updated on any new laws that may be proposed particularly regarding the Workers Compensation laws given our newly elected Governor. Currently rehab counselors are the only portion of the current law that doesn’t have any regulated fees, service tax, etc. Brian asked if there are any other Lobbying funds, but currently our only payment is our membership dues for CICO, but Ed will ask about any initiatives through IARP International. Mike agreed to draft up some of these concerns to be discussed with Dan Staussi, and Dave suggested a brainstorming session to discuss the issues and develop a position paper. Ed agreed to coordinate a meeting of past presidents to be proactive and produce a position paper to be provided to Governor Rauner’s staff, once identified, that will be addressing changes in the Illinois Worker’s Compensation Act. The next quarterly CICO meeting is in January 2015 (date to be determined by availability). 
VII.
Adjournment- Lisa Byrne motioned to adjourn the meeting, Kathy Mueller seconded, it was unanimously approved, and the meeting was adjourned at 5:00pm.  
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