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IARP- ILLINOIS BOARD MEETING MINUTES
May 20, 2015
3:00pm

Held via conference call.

Members via Conference Call: Ed Steffan, Lisa Byrne, Lisa Helma, Dave Patsavas, Kathy Mueller, Mike Mooney, Kathleen Dytrych, Joe Belmonte,  Tami Sherman, Tracy Fortenberry, Theresa Kopitzke, and Maya Codina. 

I.	Call to Order (Ed Steffan)- Quorum was obtained and Ed called the meeting to order at 3:00pm.

II.	 Welcome and Introduction of New Board Members
· Tami Sherman
· Tracy Fortenberry
· Theresa Kopitzke
· Ed thanked all board members for the great work performed over the past two years and altered the order of the meeting to new business
· Ed congratulated Dave Patsavas on becoming the Chair for 2015 through 2017 and turned the meeting over to his stewardship

III.	 Approval of April 2015 Minutes- Ed moved that the April Board Meeting Minutes be approved, Lisa H. seconded, and it was unanimously approved. 

IV.	 Treasurer’s Report (Lisa Helma)- Lisa H. reported a final balance of $14,078.59 as of 4/15/15 with no expenses paid, and $174.00 of income from an IARP Rebate on 5/10/15.  However, the bill for the CRC mailing list and clarity conferencing is expected soon. Lisa reported that the IARP- Illinois treasury averages around $13-15,000. Thank you to Lisa H. for agreeing to stay on as treasurer until a replacement can be found. Lisa B. moved to approve the treasurer’s report, Ed seconded, and it was unanimously approved. 

V.	Education Committee (Kathy Mueller)
· Securing and sharing exhibitor list
· Approved exhibitors: Paul Standquist, Midwest Orthopaedics
· Kathy reported that Latitude agreed to sponsor the dinner the night before the conference at Granite City in Naperville. An Ethics speaker is still needed, so please forward any suggestions to the education committee. Save the date cards will be going out shortly. Updates were made via Linked In and a save the date email will be sent to IARP members. 
	
VI.  	Student Membership (Maya Codina)- Maya contacted Chris Mathis and was able to access and manage the IARP-Illinois Facebook page. She will add the save the date info/card to the page. There is one new student member she will contact. Maya agreed to contact the local Rehab Counseling colleges about our conference with the save the date info, and then again once the semester begins. 

VII.	 Legislative Committee (Elizabeth Skyles)- Elizabeth reported the following written report: 
 
· The IARP-IL Legislative Committee met in-person in Rosemont, IL on 04/10/15. During the meeting the current status of IL WC was discussed as well as potential changes that could be proposed. The Committee reviewed and discussed the DRAFT position statement. No further progress was made on the draft at that time, and no members present had heard of any discussion of proposed changes to VR in IL WC. Members agreed to continue to speak with contacts in the Illinois legal and legislative communities regarding any potential changes to VR in IL WC. 
· On 04/24/15 Ed Steffan emailed to the IARP-IL Board a proposal statement that he had obtained from a professional contact. The proposal statement was titled, “Workers Compensation/Minimum Wage Reform”. Feedback from the Board suggested that the Board not submit any recommendations or proposals regarding this. 
· On 05/04/15 Brian Harmon emailed to the IARP-IL Board a link to an article from the Chicago Tribune titled, “Rauner, business groups push for Illinois workers’ compensation changes”. The article provided a summary of potential changes to the IL WC law that Governor Rauner administration is considering. The article did not include any references to Vocational Rehabilitation services. 
· Thank you to Ed and Brian for providing legislative information to the Board. Everyone please continue to keep your eyes and ears open for updates, speak with your IL contacts, and inform the Board of any legislative information you obtain. 

VIII. 	 CICO (Kathy Mueller)- Liz Watson is no longer involved with CICO and therefore asked to resign from the IARP- Illinois board. The board thanks her for the time she has served. Kathy is the secretary of the Coalition of Illinois Counselor Organization (CICO) who met on 5/3/15. She explained this organization and reported about some language changes regarding school counselors to enable them to provide more counseling. Dan Stassi asked the group to provide their membership numbers, and IARP is one of the smaller groups in this organization. The CICO board is turning over soon, and Kathy will remain active on this board. 

IX.	 Membership Committee Report (Dave Patsavas transitioning to Kathleen Dytrych)- Dave reported 123 current members with 1 new student member joining since the last meeting. Six memberships will expire in May, and given feedback, the membership chair will start to send out reminder letters the month prior to expiration. Dave reported that the IARP membership fee will increase to $220, plus our $58 chapter fee, but there won’t be extra fee to join the other groups, with the exception of SSVE. So members will now have access to CDCM, Forensic, and Life Care Planning, but will need to be a federally approved SSVE to join that section. Students will have a 1-2 year transition status at a lower $92 rate. We thank Kathleen Dytrych for taking over this role from Dave.

X. 	Social/Scholarship Committee (Lisa Byrne) 
· Lisa looked at all of the other IARP chapter websites, and only a few note the IARP International Gale Gibson Educational Scholarship, without any state scholarships identified. Carl informed Dave that Florida is the only chapter to have a scholarship at this time. Lisa contacted Rick Robinson of Florida to inquire about any information he could provide, but hasn’t heard back from him yet. Ed indicated that other chapters also have a scholarship, such as the Carolinas. 
· Latitude agreed to find a dinner location closer the conference hotel, so will they not need to use our $250 deposit at Pinstripes. Lisa will check with Pinstripes if this date can be postponed again, and as the committee builds work on establishing a new event. 
· Tracey Fortenberry agreed to donate to the scholarship fund, as well as serve on the committee along with Tami Sherman, Resa Kopitzke, Kathleen Dytrich, June Blaine, and Ed Steffan offering their help. 

XI. 	Media Utilization/Technology Committee Update (Kathy Mueller)- IARP Illinois is one of the only chapters to have a LinkedIn and Facebook page established. All members are encouraged to connect to and Like these pages. IARP International is looking to have a national site linked to the chapters and develop social media standards as well. To connect to students the board discussed also having a Twitter account. Maya reported having some difficulty finding other students through the Facebook page. Kathy is involved with the International Social Media Taskforce, which is being reprised and will keep us informed. 

XIII. 	Old Business
· The President Elect and Treasurer Board positions are still open. Please inform the board of any volunteers or suggestions to help fill these important open positions. 

· Dave and Ed discussed changing the president elect position to a 4 instead of 6 year commitment, which the board was in agreement. This would include a one instead of two year term as President Elect, and Past President, but maintain the two year term as President. This potential change can be discussed further and voted on at the annual meeting in November. Joe inquired if changing bylaws would affect our nonprofit status. 

· The elections are complete, the board transitions as of this meeting, and the new IARP- Illinois Board is as follows: 
Ed Steffan, Past President, May 2015- 2017
Dave Patsavas, President May 2015- 2017
President Elect OPEN- May 2015- 2017
Treasurer OPEN (Lisa Helma, Interim) May 2015-2017
Lisa Byrne, Secretary, May 2013- 2016
Mike Mooney, Board Member, May 2014-2016
Elizabeth Skyles, Board Member, May 2014-2016
Kathleen Dytrych, Board Member/Membership Chair, May 2014-2016 
Tami Sherman, Board Member, May 2015- 2017 
Resa Kopitzke, Board Member, May 2015- 2017 
Kathy Mueller, Board Member, May 2015- 2017
Tracy Fortenberry, Board Member, May 2015- 2017
Maya Codina, Student Member, May 2015-2016

XIV. 	New Business- New members were welcomed to the board, and exiting members are thanked for their time and assistance. 
· The elections are complete, the board transitions as of this meeting, and the new IARP- Illinois Board is as follows: 
Ed Steffan, Past President, May 2015- 2017
Dave Patsavas, President May 2015- 2017
President Elect OPEN- May 2015- 2017
Treasurer OPEN (Lisa Helma, Interim) May 2015-2017
Lisa Byrne, Secretary, May 2013- 2016
Mike Mooney, Board Member, May 2014-2016
Elizabeth Skyles, Board Member, May 2014-2016
Kathleen Dytrych, Board Member/Membership Chair, May 2014-2016 
Tami Sherman, Board Member, May 2015- 2017 
ResaKopitzke, Board Member, May 2015- 2017 
Kathy Mueller, Board Member, May 2015- 2017
Tracy Fortenberry, Board Member, May 2015- 2017
Maya Codina, Student Member, May 2015-2016


XV. 	Adjournment- Ed moved to adjourn, Lisa B. seconded, and was unanimously approved. The IARP- IL Board meeting was adjourned at 4:00pm. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]

Next Board Teleconference Meeting: 	June 17, 2015	3:00pm 

Call In Number:  866-613-5223 		

Access Code: 7784807

Chairperson Passcode: 3228148 
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