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RACI Young Chemists Committee Terms of Reference and Membership

The RACI Young Chemists Committee (RYCC) operates under delegated authority from the Board, and is a sub-committee of the Board. The primary function of the Committee is to ensure the RACI realises its full potential to advance excellence in the chemical sciences through inclusive practices that seek to increase the representation and engagement of young chemists. 

The RYCC is charged with:

· being the voice of young chemists.
· increasing the representation of young chemists in decision making across the organisation, and within chemical sciences.
· increasing the number of young chemists within the organisation.

In executing its duties, the RYCC will be supported by the RACI Board and National Office. 

The RYCC does not replace the existing Early Career Chemist Groups at the Branch level and will work with these in executing its duties, as required. 
[bookmark: _vwlykbzb3584]Terms of Reference
The RYCC will: 
· identify issues and opportunities that impact young chemists and recommend appropriate action to the Board.  
· oversee the development and implementation of a benefits package that address the needs of young chemists whilst ensuring alignment with broader organisational strategy.
· develop a plan that leads to greater engagement and collaboration between young chemists across Australia, and globally. 
· develop, analyse and make recommendations on programs, services and other matters that impact young chemists to the RACI Assembly based on an annual survey of young chemists.  
· act as a reference group and make recommendations on relevant initiatives, policies, and procedures internal to the RACI.  
· act as a reference group and provide advice on the development of institutional responses to relevant policy and strategic initiatives taken by government and other external bodies. 
· nominate appropriately qualified young chemists to sit on various external and internal committees at the invitation of the Board. 
[bookmark: _doii38gfnqeu]Meeting Frequency 
The RYCC will meet once every two months or as required. Minutes of meetings must be recorded and stored centrally on the relevant RACI system. 
[bookmark: _qr6txzrdfo2s]Membership
The RYCC will have up to nine members. Eight of the members will be young chemists, one from each Branch. The remaining position will be reserved for a Board-appointed representative. The Board-appointed representative is not there to Chair the meetings, but only to offer support and advice.

All members must be financial members of the RACI.  

There may be two co-Chairs on the RYCC. The Chair/s will be responsible for the conduct of the meeting, preparation and distribution of agendas. Members of the committee may choose a secretary to take and distribute minutes. Members of the committee may determine other roles as necessary. 

The RYCC may co-opt members as required to participate in working groups to ensure appropriate representation of skills.

RACI staff to attend by invitation as appropriate.

If a new RYCC member is required, the RYCC co-Chairs must call on all Branches for expressions of interest. The call for EOIs must be open for a minimum of four (4) weeks, and be advertised on the RACI website, national newsletter, social media and by direct email to Branch committees. Members of the RYCC will form a Selection Committee and will rank the expressions of interest received and propose a shortlist to the RACI Board. New members are to be approved by the RACI Board.

If a new RYCC co-Chair is required, the RYCC will propose a new co-Chair from the current or incoming RYCC members. RYCC co-Chairs are to be approved by the Board. 
Quorum, Decision Making and Reporting
A quorum is five members of committee, not including co-opted members or ex-officio members.

Decisions will be noted as carried based on a simple majority of votes. 

The RYCC will submit quarterly reports, or as requested by the Board. 
[bookmark: _jucry2jpf6p6]Term length
The term of RYCC membership is 2 years. An RYCC member may extend their term for a third year if they wish, with the agreement of the co-Chairs and the Board.

The term of RYCC membership of the Board appointee must correspond to their term on the Board.

The term of the RYCC co-Chairs is usually 1 year, after typically 1 year as a RYCC member. A co-Chair may renew their term for the following year with the support of a majority of the committee, subject to Board approval.
[bookmark: _rjinxu4hp77u]Monitoring and Review
The Committee’s Terms of Reference will be subject to annual review.
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