



Charter
the piano technicians guild, incorporated
This Charter (“Charter”) is entered into as of the ____ day of ____________, 20__, between The Piano Technicians Guild, Incorporated, an Illinois nonprofit corporation (the “Association”) and _________________ (the “Regional Seminar Organization” aka “RCO”).
The Association is a nonprofit membership organization exempt from federal income taxation under Section 501(c)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code.
The members of the Association are individuals with a professional or a vocational interest in piano technology as set forth in the Association’s Bylaws.

In order to enhance its services to its members; stimulate greater member involvement; and encourage qualified member prospects to join the Association, the Association has authorized and established RCOs of the Association.
Now, therefore, the parties, intending to be legally bound, agree as follows:
1.
Charter.  The Regional Conference Organization is chartered as a RCO of the Association under the name _____________ to provide appropriate services to its members in accordance with the policies and adhering to the purposes of the Association in the following geographical area: __________________________.  The RCO shall not adopt any organizational documents, such as articles of incorporation or bylaws, that are inconsistent with the Association’s Bylaws, as amended from time to time, or this Charter.  
2.
Status.  The RCO will operate as an independent entity, responsible for its own activities and obligations but subject, at all times, to the terms and conditions of this Charter.  Without the express written consent of the Association, the RCO will not enter into any contract or other financial obligation which purports to bind the Association.
3.
License of Trade Name and Trademarks.  The Association hereby licenses, solely during the term of this Charter, the RCO to use and display, consistent at all times with the Association’s Bylaws, rules, regulations and established policies (as may be amended from time to time), the name “The Piano Technicians Guild, Incorporated”, and the Association’s registered trademarks containing such name.  In addition, the RCO may use such other abbreviations, marks, symbols, and slogans as the Association may adopt as identification for the Association, but such use will always be consistent with the Association’s Bylaws, rules, regulations and established policies (as may be amended from time to time).  The RCO may represent itself, and hold itself out to be, an authorized RCO of the Association.  Upon the termination of this Charter, for any reason, and whether voluntarily or involuntarily, the RCO will immediately discontinue any and all use of all of such intellectual property of the Association described in the first two sentences of this Section.
4.
Insurance.  The RCO will maintain in force the insurance coverage required from time to time by the Association and will cause the Association to be named as an additional insured under such insurance policies.  Upon request, the RCO will furnish to the Association a certificate of such coverage.
5.
Public Statements.  Without the specific, advance, written approval of the Association, the RCO, through its duly elected officers, through its staff or otherwise, will make no statements and express no opinions purporting to be the statements or opinions of the Association, and the officers and staff of the RCO will qualify any opinions expressed as personal opinions and not the views of the Association as follows: “All statements and opinions herein are those of the author, and are not to be regarded as expressing the views of this RCO or The Piano Technicians Guild, Incorporated.”
6.
RCO’s Tax Exempt Status.  The RCO is solely responsible for compliance with all tax and other laws.  The Association will NOT file tax returns for the RCO under a group exemption. 

7.
Termination.  Either party may terminate this Charter on 30 days written notice.  Upon termination by either party for any reason, the RCO will immediately (a) cease utilizing the name “The Piano Technicians Guild, Incorporated” and all other abbreviations, marks, symbols, and slogans of the Association, (b) will take all necessary and appropriate legal action to change its name to one which is not similar to, and does not infringe upon, the Association’s name and/or trademarks and, (c) no longer claim any affiliation with the Association.
8.
Successors, Assigns Bound.  This Charter will be legally binding upon the RCO and upon the successors and assignees of the RCO.
9.
Applicable Law; Venue.  This Charter will be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Kansas, without regard to principles of conflicts of laws.  Any action or proceeding seeking to enforce any provision of, or based on any right arising out of, this Charter shall be brought against any of the parties in the courts of the State of Kansas, County of Wyandotte, or, if it has or can acquire jurisdiction, in the United States District Court for the District of Kansas, and each of the parties consents to the jurisdiction of such courts (and of the appropriate appellate courts) in any such action or proceeding and waives any objection to venue laid therein. Process in any action or proceeding referred to in the preceding sentence may be served on any party anywhere in the world.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Charter has been executed as the date first written above.
REGIONAL CONFERENCE ORGANIZATION
THE PIANO TECHNICIANS GUILD, INC.
By:

By:

RCO Representative (Signature)
PTG Representative (Signature)
By:

By:

RCO Representative (Please Print)
PTG Representative (Please Print)
RCO Office

PTG Office

Date

Date
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