
1. Mowing operations should be performed without encroaching upon the roadway and/or shoulder whenever 
possible.  A shadow vehicle is required if the tractor utilizes any part of the travel lane to perform the 
mowing operation.  The shadow vehicle is optional when the tractor will remain on or beyond the shoulder 
while actively mowing. 

2. The shadow vehicle shall maintain a reasonable distance from the mower while remaining visible to
approaching motorists for a minimum distance shown on the chart below.   The mower and shadow vehicle 
should proceed at approximately the same speed, however shadow vehicle should slow down in advance of 
vertical or horizontal curves that restrict sight distance.  The distance between the shadow vehicle and 
mower may vary according to terrain and other factors.

3. Where practical and when needed, the shadow vehicle and mower should pull over periodically to allow 
vehicular traffic to pass.  

4. A Mowing Next X Miles (W21-14) sign shall be installed 500' prior to the area to be mowed when a shadow 
vehicle is not utilized.  The mowing operation must remain downstream and within the distance posted on 
the sign (up to 5 miles maximum).  This sign is optional when a shadow vehicle is utilized.  

5. An appropriate temporary traffic control sign, such as Lane Closed Do Not Pass (G80-1), Mowing Ahead 
(W21-8) or Road Work Ahead (W20-1) sign, shall be placed on the rear of the shadow vehicle and mounted 
in a manner such that it is not obscured by equipment or supplies.  The shadow vehicle may be equipped 
with an arrow panel.  If used, operate the arrow panel in Caution Mode when there is a single lane 
approaching the mowing operation.  The arrow panel is to be operated in Merge Mode when there are 
multiple lanes approaching the mowing operation and the shadow vehicle occupies the right lane.  Refer to 
PATA 012 for arrow panel guidlines.

6. Mowers performing operations that do not require a shadow vehicle may utilize the roadway to navigate 
around roadside obstacles such as utility poles, traffic signs, etc. without the protection of a shadow vehicle.  
The operator shall yield the right of way to all vehicles before entering the roadway in accordance with 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes Title 75 (Vehicle Code) Section 3324 and exit the roadway immediately 
after passing the obstruction. 

7. The mower is required to have a Slow Moving Vehicle Emblem (V1-6-1) mounted to the rear and 
positioned as near as practicable to the center of the vehicle.  A flashing, oscillating or revolving yellow light 
which is visible from any direction (360° visibility) must be active when mowing is in progress.
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