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Spill Absorbents
Spills of oils (motor oil, transmission fluid, hydraulic fluid), fuels
(gasoline, diesel fuel) and similar petroleum-based substances are
common hazards in garages and on roadways. These spills pose
threats to the safety and health of anyone exposed to them.
Dangers arise from their toxicity, combustibility, and injuries from
falls on slick surfaces. Proper clean-up of spills is essential to protect
the public and the environment.
In recent years, innovations in spill absorbents provide products that
offer significant advantages over traditional clay-based products.
This Innovation Information Sheet is provided to make you aware of
some essential information you should know if you regularly
purchase, are interested in purchasing, or use spill absorbents.
Types of Absorbents
There are two basic kinds of spill absorbents. The type currently
most commonly used by PennDOT is a clay-based product that
absorbs all types of spills, including water. Clay-based spill
absorbents have been in widespread use for many years. They can
be purchased at most auto supply stores. You may be familiar with
such brand names as Speedy Dry and Oil Dry. A newer type of
water absorbing product that is not clay-based is StarDust Super
Absorbent. This product is used in PennDOT’s District 8.
Recently, an alternative type of spill absorbent has been introduced that absorbs
petroleum-based spills but does not absorb water. For certain uses, there can be
significant advantages of non-water absorbing products over water-absorbing products.
Two non-water absorbing products are Spill Shark and Absorbent W. These can be
used to clean up petroleum-based spills. If a petroleum spill occurs where water is
present, such as on a rain-soaked road or on a pond, Spill Shark and Absorbent W will
absorb the spill but not the water.
There can be significant advantages of non-water absorbing products over water
absorbing products. When water is present, a non-water absorbent will produce less
material to pick up and dispose. Because only the spill is absorbed, less product is
needed
to do the job. Because less product is needed, and there is less material to
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Spill Absorbents (Cont’d)
What Are the Benefits?
Consider these comparisons
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You can save money by using the right
product for the job. In addition to
purchase price, you should consider
disposal costs of used products. It’s true
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as Spill Shark and Absorbent W are
more expensive to purchase than water
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