
 
January 29, 2025 

Dear PAA members: 

On January 27, the Acting Director of the White House Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) issued a memo, requiring all Federal agencies to “complete a 
comprehensive analysis of all of their Federal financial assistance programs” and 
to temporarily pause funding all activities that could be affected by recent 
presidential executive orders by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 28. The memo 
stated these activities include “financial assistance for foreign aid, 
nongovernmental organizations, DEI, woke gender ideology, and the green new 
deal.” Federal agencies received additional guidance, directing them to provide 
information about thousands of potentially impacted programs by February 7. 
Given the public uproar, the White House issued guidance clarifying that direct 
benefits to individuals wouldn't be impacted, but leaving the fate of hundreds of 
programs in limbo. 

In response to these actions, nonprofits and public health organizations, as well 
as several state Attorneys General launched legal challenges to the sweeping 
funding freeze. Before the end of the day, a U.S. District Judge blocked the 
Trump administration from implementing the OMB directive, but that order 
expires on February 3 at 5:00 p.m. 

We understand these events have generated a lot of uncertainty and are 
disruptive to the important scientific research and training you conduct. PAA is 
working independently, as well as collaboratively, with its many coalition 
partners to address the issues these recent actions have raised. To be effective, 
we need members to consider: 

• Responding to PAA action alerts—PAA is assessing the best way to respond 
to yesterday’s events and may be issuing an action alert to facilitate the 
ability of PAA members to communicate concerns to their U.S. 
Representatives and Senators. If you receive a PAA action alert, we 
encourage you to respond.   

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/documents/deb7af80-48b6-4b8a-8bfa-3d84fd7c3ec8.pdf?itid=lk_inline_manual_2
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/page/5/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/page/5/
https://research.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/OMB_Q_A_M-25-13.pdf
https://gw4inspab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bGDXvBB2PHlE3nuPQfmvPejyfUkVRhoMU4Yb96AEHYBnRf6GileaAhMj_7XTF6PuP3eiSQexpdCumQnUXUAqljwbrs-YAK070GrupE5DXBhoVob4CDMM85YGPpNVOAqyDLq8-qr9GE2it8brC0NZhwXJJmfRXuTJVhgPBGOLCZHhTB1Reiu43V96zu9Xh-0yKJwtLeynJ00yXBko26dc4PG0S2rqgJkPFaui9-3ORKXL4HddN8wzf08DZm4VrWCKdB4LpkswUR3Y7kbytnPryx1RzGriKuzLPCxWqG-bMef9SZa8pe-DPhcmTk5m_C0F7ZcrpeSnqs0aglBDQIl7y1qo3W2hhkgsbc8-dLV1Llo=&c=Zg0IDVeBO7o9CCpmFVT-lmEaAOx9thOHqAD6L4ZFl7Vld5GAdzmjjA==&ch=ZasGz-2memcwCKHSVAxWD35L2OvurUxB7kVEQVbx7uv6CAtokE_aAA==


 

• Registering for 2025 PAA Advocacy Day—On April 10, PAA, as part of the 2025 
Annual Meeting, is hosting an advocacy day in which PAA members (who register in 
advance) will meet with their congressional delegations to educate them about the 
population sciences and how Federal scientific and statistical research agencies 
support the field. To participate, please register by February 28. More than ever, 
your voices are needed!   

Please be assured we will continue to monitor the situation and keep you informed.  

Sincerely,  

     

Dr. Irma Elo, President   Dr. Sarah Burgard, President 
Population Association of America  Association of Population Centers 

https://www.populationassociation.org/paa2025/related-events/advocacy-day
https://www.populationassociation.org/paa2025/related-events/advocacy-day

