Population Association of America
Association of Population Centers
Office of Government and Public Affairs

8630 Fenton Street, Suite 722 « Silver Spring, MD 20910
www.populationassociation.org * www.popcenters.org ¢ 301-565-6710 x 1006

Population Association of America
President

Dr. Amy Ong Tsui

Johns Hopkins University

President-elect
Dr. Wendy Manning
Bowling Green State University

Vice President
Dr. Robert Hummer
University of North Carolina

Vice President-elect
Dr. John Iceland
Pennsylvania State University

Secretary-Treasurer
Dr. Liana C. Sayer
University of Maryland

Past President
Dr. Judith A. Seltzer
University of California, Los Angeles

Dr. Lisa Berkman
Harvard University

Dr. Jason Boardman
University of Colorado at Boulder

Dr. Sarah Burgard
University of Michigan

Dr. Kathleen Cagney
University of Chicago

Dr. Rebecca Clark
National Institute of Child Health &
Human Development

Dr. Jason Fields
US Bureau of Census

Dr. Jeffrey Morenoft
University of Michigan

Dr. Jenna Nobles
University of Wisconsin, Madison

Dr. Krista Perreira
University of North Carolina

Dr. Zhenchao Qian
Brown University

Dr. Michael Rendall
University of Maryland

Dr. Leah Van Wey
Brown University

Association of Population Centers
President

Dr. Steve Ruggles

University of Minnesota

Vice President
Dr. Jennifer Van Hook
Pennsylvania State University

Treasurer
Dr. Andrew Foster
Brown University

Secretary
Dr. Sara Curran
University of Washington

May 5, 2017
Contact: Mary Jo Hoeksema, maryjo@popassoc.org

PAA and APC Praise Passage of FY 2017 Omnibus Spending
Package—Warn of Challenges in FY 2018

The Population Association of America (PAA) and Association
Population Centers (APC) praised Congress and the Administration for
working together to negotiate and enact H.R. 244, a bill encompassing
funding for federal agencies, including the National Institutes of
Health (NIH), National Science Foundation (NSF), Census Bureau,
and other federal statistical agencies essential to the population
sciences, in Fiscal Year (FY) 2017.

“The population research community has been eagerly awaiting the
outcome of the Fiscal Year 2017 appropriations process since the fiscal
year began on October 1, 2016,” said PAA President Dr. Amy Tsui.
“Despite the lengthy delay, we are pleased Congress and the
Administration did not abandon efforts to enact a final FY 2017
spending measure.”

PAA and APC are particularly pleased the measure provides NIH with
$34 billion, a $2 billion increase in FY 2017, as well as stable funding
for NSF, which received $7.4 billion. The bill does not include
language precluding or curtailing the ability of either agency to support
the social and behavioral sciences nor language adversely affecting the
agencies’ peer and merit review processes.

The bill did not, unfortunately, provide the U.S. Census Bureau with
an increase closer to the $1.5 billion recommended by the Senate
Appropriations Committee. Instead, the agency received $1.47 billion,
an amount that will compel the Census Bureau to make difficult
choices regarding Census 2020 preparations, Economic Census, and
the American Community Survey in the remaining months of FY
2017. PAA and APC are also concerned that the National Center for
Health Statistics and Bureau of Labor Statistics were flat funded.

With the return of budget sequestration in FY 2018 and the new
Administration’s strong support for increasing defense spending over
non-defense discretionary spending, PAA and APC are concerned how
these agencies will fare in the future. The organizations will continue
to push for funding these agencies and preserving their core missions
in FY 2018.
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