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 Disclaimer 

The views expressed in this research, including those related to statistical, 
methodological, technical, or operational issues, are solely those of the authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the official positions or policies of the Census Bureau, or 
the views of other staff members. The author accepts responsibility for all errors. 
This presentation is released to inform interested parties of ongoing research and to 
encourage discussion of work in progress. The presentation reports the results of 
research and analysis undertaken by Census Bureau staff. It has undergone more 
limited review than official publications. 
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Official Poverty Statistics   
Current Population Survey CPS ASEC 
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• The 2012 official poverty rate for 
the nation was 15.0 percent  

• There were 46.5 million people in 
poverty. 
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Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM) 

Observations from the Interagency Technical 
Working Group (ITWG) - March 2, 2010 
– Will not replace the official poverty measure 
– Will not be used for resource allocation or program eligibility 
– Census Bureau and BLS responsible for improving and 

updating the measure 
– Continued research and improvement 
– Based on National Academy of Sciences expert panel 

recommendations in Measuring Poverty: A New Approach 
(Citro and Michael,1995) 



National Academy of Sciences 
Panel on Poverty and Family Assistance 

May 1995 report, Measuring Poverty: A New 
Approach 
 
The official measure does not account for 

•Provision of noncash benefits 
•Necessary expenses (taxes, health care, work) 
•Changes in family or household structure 
•Geographic price differences among regions 

 
Recommended Changes to Improve the 
Measure of Poverty in the U.S. 
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SPM Thresholds for Two Adult and Two Child Families: 2012 

Source: American Community Survey data on rents. 



 
Official and SPM Thresholds for  

2 Adults and 2 Children Economic Units: 2011 and 2012 
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Official vs. SPM Poverty Rates:  2012 
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Poverty Rates 

• For most groups, SPM rates are higher than official 
poverty rates. 

• The SPM shows lower poverty rates for    
– Children 
– Individuals included in new SPM resource units  
– Blacks  
– Individuals living outside metropolitan areas 
– Individuals living in the Midwest  
– Individuals covered by only public health insurance 
– Individuals with a disability 

• Official and SPM poverty rates for people in female 
householder units, native born citizens, renters, and 
residents of the South were not statistically different 
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Effect of Including Individual Elements on  
Number of SPM Poor:  2012  
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• Institute for Research on Poverty (Wisconsin): 
– http://www.irp.wisc.edu/ 

• New York Center for Economic Opportunity: 
– http://www.nyc.gov/html/ceo/html/poverty_research/p

overty_research.shtml 
• Urban Institute: Minnesota 

– http://www.urban.org/publications/412063.html 
• University of Virginia 

– http://www.coopercenter.org/demographics/VPM 
• California Poverty Measure 

– http://news.stanford.edu/news/2013/october/poverty-
index-california-100113.html  
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Local Area Research 
American Community Survey (ACS) 

http://www.irp.wisc.edu/
http://www.nyc.gov/html/ceo/html/poverty_research/poverty_research.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/ceo/html/poverty_research/poverty_research.shtml
http://www.urban.org/publications/412063.html
http://www.coopercenter.org/demographics/VPM
http://news.stanford.edu/news/2013/october/poverty-index-california-100113.html
http://news.stanford.edu/news/2013/october/poverty-index-california-100113.html


Thanks! 

Kathleen Short, Ph.D. 
Social, Economic, and Housing Statistics Division 

U.S. Census Bureau 
Phone: 301-763-8921  

Email:  kathleen.s.short@census.gov 
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