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Who Are the New 
Immigrants and How 
Are they Doing? 

New Arrivals:

New Arrivals: Who Are the New Immigrants and How Are They Doing? 
Population Science offers a valuable window into the study of immigration. 
In fact, a wealth of data exists that enables researchers to evaluate not 
only who is arriving in the country and where they settle but also how 
they fare once they make the U.S. their home. Join us for a fascinating 
exploration of the immigrant experience as revealed by empirical 
evidence and scholarly analysis by some of the nation’s foremost experts 
on the topic.
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Overview
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• About OIS

• Legal Immigration 
• Lawful Permanent Residents 
• Naturalizations
• Nonimmigrants 
• Refugees and Asylees

• Unauthorized Immigration 
• Population estimate
• Estimated illegal flows
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About OIS
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• About OIS (est. 1870)
• Yearbook of Immigration Statistics (published since 1890) 
• Five annual Flow Reports
• Three annual population estimates
• Annual Border Security Metrics Report
• Annual Cohort Outcomes Report (Enforcement Lifecycle)
• Quarterly Border Security Status Reports
• Quarterly Legal Immigration and Adjustment of Status Report

• DHS Immigration Data Integration Initiative

• All data in this presentation available on OIS website: 
https://www.dhs.gov/immigration-statistics
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Number of New Lawful Permanent Residents (LPRs)
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Millions New Lawful Permanent Residents: FY 2017

Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security

• 361,972 new LPRs in FY 1967 vs. 
1,127,167 new LPRs in FY 2017

• In the 15 year span from FY 2002 to FY 
2017, the number of adjustments have 
decreased slightly while the number of 
new arrivals increased.
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New LPRs: Country of Birth and State of Residence
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Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security

57.3% of LPRs settle in top 5 states
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37.8% of LPRs are from the top 5 countries
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Lawful Permanent Residents – Estimated Population 
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*Estimates are in thousands (000). Estimates for 2015 are tentative and may be subject to change.
Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
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Naturalizations
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• 707,265 were naturalized in 2017 versus 104,902 
in 1967.

• Since the 1970’s Asia has overtaken Europe as the 
largest region of origin for naturalizations following 
the 1965 amendments to the Immigration and 
Nationality Act and arrival of Indochinese refugees.
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Nonimmigrant Admissions 
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• During FY 2017, DHS granted a total of more than 181 million nonimmigrant admissions.

• Admissions included 103 million admissions of business and pleasure travelers from Canada and Mexico who were 
exempt from filling out I-94 forms and 78 million admissions of nonimmigrants who were issued Form I-94/I-94W—the 
subject of most OIS reporting.

• There are two major breaks in I-94 data. The number of I-94 admissions recorded increased in 2010 as a result of 
changes in recording at land ports, and in 2013 because of I-94 automation at air and sea ports. 
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Nonimmigrant Admissions 
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• Temporary visitors for pleasure and business make up the majority of I-94/I-94W travelers every year. 

• 38 countries currently participate in the Visa Waiver Program (I-94W). VWP visitors accounted for 19 million out of 62 
million visitors for pleasure (31%), and 3.2 out of 8.5 million temporary visitors for business (38%).
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Nonimmigrant Admissions 

9

• New York (7.4 million), Miami (6.1), and Los Angeles (5.3) were the top 3 ports of entry for Nonimmigrants.

• California, Florida, New York, Texas, and Hawaii were the most reported states of destination for Nonimmigrants.

Nonimmigrant Admissions by Top 10 Countries of Citizenship (I‐94/I‐94W): FY 2017

Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
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Nonimmigrant Population Estimate 
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• DHS estimates that there are 2.3 million nonimmigrants residing in the U.S. as of 2016. More than 60% of temporary 
residents were citizens of Asian countries and 15% each were from Europe and North America.

• Nearly 50% of temporary residents were temporary workers and nearly 40% were students.
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Refugee Admissions
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• The United States admitted 54,000 refugees in FY 2017.*

• Dependents such as spouses and children make up the majority of refugees entering the United States.

*Estimates for 2017 are tentative and may be subject to change.
Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
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Refugee Admissions

12

• From 2000 to 2017*, the U.S. has admitted over 170,000 refugees from Burma, nearly 150,000 from Iraq, 
and about 740,000 from all other countries.

• Since FY 2008, most refugees originated from countries in the Near East/South Asia region. Ceilings were 
also the highest in this region.
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*Estimates for 2017 are tentative and may be subject to change.
Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
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Asylees
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• Affirmative asylum applications reached nearly 140,000 in FY 2017*, 21% more than the year before and close 
to a 150% increase since 2014. 2017 saw the highest number of affirmative applications since 1995.

• Defensive Asylum application also increased, from 63,223 receipts in 2015 to 81,733 in 2016, and 142,961 in 
2017. The largest numbers of receipts were from citizens of the Northern Triangle countries and Mexico.

• A total of 26,568 people were granted asylum in FY 2017. The three leading countries of nationality were China, 
El Salvador, and Guatemala, accounting for 45% of asylum recipients.
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*Estimates for 2017 are tentative and may be subject to change.
Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
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Enforcement – Apprehensions and Arrests
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• In FY 2018 572,566 
apprehensions/arrests were 
made by Border Patrol 
(USBP) and ICE.

• Of all DHS apprehensions/ 
arrests 69 percent were 
USBP apprehensions along 
the SW border.

• Mexico and the Northern 
Triangle continued to 
dominate apprehensions, 
but other countries saw 
major increases.
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Enforcement – Apprehensions 
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• USBP apprehensions 
have shifted from mostly 
Mexicans citizens to 
mostly citizens of 
Northern Triangle 
countries.

• Apprehensions of aliens 
from other countries 
have also increased.

• About 98 percent of 
USBP apprehensions 
each year are made 
along the southwest 
border.
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Enforcement – Apprehensions 
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• Apprehensions have also 
shifted to include greater 
shares of family units and 
unaccompanied children. 

• Roughly 75 percent of 
unaccompanied children 
apprehended since 2015 
are from Northern Triangle 
countries.

• 83 - 94 percent of family 
units apprehended since 
2015 are from Northern 
Triangle countries.
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Enforcement – Inadmissible Aliens 
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FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017

Passengers 351,551,007 362,333,988 374,974,750 383,200,225 390,592,745 397,407,840

Inadmissibles 197,362 205,920 224,927 254,637 292,614 216,157

• Roughly half of the 
inadmissibility 
determinations in the 
last few years were 
made at Southwest 
border ports.

• Almost 10 percent of all 
inadmissibles in 2017 
were family units and 
unaccompanied 
children along the 
Southwest border.
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Estimated Illegal Entries
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• DHS estimates that 
unlawful entries between 
ports along SW border 
fell from over 2 million in 
FY 2000 to 160 thousand 
in FY 2017.

• Fewer than 60 thousand 
unlawful entries were 
undetected.

• OIS’ model-based 
apprehension rate 
increased from a low of 
32 percent in FY 2003 to 
a recent high of 73 
percent in FY 2016.
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Unauthorized Population 
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• DHS estimated the 
unauthorized population to 
be 12.0 million as of 
January 1, 2015.

• The population grew by an 
average of 70,000 people 
per year from 2010 to 
2015, compared to 
470,000 per year during 
the years leading up to the 
Great Recession (2000-
2007). 

• DHS estimates the unauthorized population by using Census data to estimate the total foreign-born 
population and using DHS data to estimate the legally resident foreign-born population. The 
difference between them (or “residual”) is the estimated unauthorized population.
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Unauthorized Population 

20

• The top 5 leading states of resident of for the unauthorized population were California, Texas, 
Florida, New York, and Illinois.

• Nearly 60% of the unauthorized population falls within the 25 to 44 age group. 
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• About 55 percent of 
the unauthorized 
population in 2015 
was from Mexico, down 
from 60 percent in 
2010.

• After Mexico, the next 
leading source 
countries were El 
Salvador, Guatemala, 
India, Honduras, and 
the Philippines. 



Office of Immigration Statistics
OFFICE OF STRATEGY, POLICY, AND PLANS

Contact Information
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Marc Rosenblum
Marc.Rosenblum@hq.dhs.gov
202-447-3581

https://www.dhs.gov/immigration-statistics
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Global Migration and Demography

New Arrivals:
Who are the new immigrants?
How are they doing?
Jeffrey S. Passel
Senior Demographer

Population Association of American Congressional Briefing
Sponsored by Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro
Washington, DC—28 March 2019

More than three-in-four 
U.S. immigrants are lawful residents

Total U.S. foreign-born
Population: 45.1 million

Unauthorized Immigrants
10.7 million (24%)

Naturalized
Citizens
20.2 million
(45%)

Source: Pew Research Center based on 
augmented 2016 ACS.

Lawful Immigrants
34.4 million (76%)

Lawful
Permanent
Residents
12.2 million
(27%)

Temporary Lawful
Residents
2.1 million (5%)

Contact Information
Jeffrey S. Passel
Senior Demographer

jpassel@pewresearch.org

202-527-2146 (mobile)
202-419-3625 (direct)

Global Migration and Demography

Pew Research Center

Pew Research Center is a nonpartisan fact 
tank that informs the public about the issues, 
attitudes and trends shaping America and the 
world. 
We conduct public opinion polling, 
demographic research, content analysis and 
other data-driven social science research. We 
do not take policy positions.
We are a subsidiary of The Pew Charitable 
Trusts, our primary funder.
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