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Krueger et al. (2015): 

 

   145,000 deaths attributed to U.S. adults having < HS education 

 

   550,00 deaths attributed to education < college education 
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Growing Importance of Education & Social Factors for Longevity 

 

Why? 

 

 

 

 Cruel Fate 

 

Random 

Accidents 

 

Bad Luck 

Human 

Control 

 

• Policies 

 

• Knowledge 

 

• Behaviors 
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“The rate of technological and human physiological change in the 

20th century was remarkable” – Robert Fogel (2011) 

 

Revolutionized (1) when we die, (2) the causes of death, and (3) 

the overall health of the U.S. population. 
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Rates of Childhood Mortality in United States, 1900-1999 

Source: Guyer et al. 2000 
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Larger Bodies, Longer Lives, Chronic Disease… 
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and higher IQs? 

 



 

“The nation’s current health 
trajectory is lower in success and 
higher in cost than it should be.”  
- IOM (2013). 

 

 
“When a population develops the 
wherewithal to avoid disease & 
death, individuals’ ability to 
benefit from that wherewithal is 
shaped by resources of 
knowledge, money, power, 
prestige, and beneficial social 
connections.”   
- Link & Phelan (2011) 
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