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The University of Texas at San 
Antonio  
Downtown Campus
501 W. César E. Chávez Blvd
San Antonio, Texas 78207-4415
idser.utsa.edu

Mission Statement

IDSER stimulates and supports 
transdisciplinary research that extends 
knowledge on five key areas and
informs both policies and practices at 
the local, state, and national levels. 
Several of our affiliates teach and
mentor MS and PhD students from 
UTSA’s Department of Demography. 
Housed within IDSER is the Texas 
Demographic Center, a state entity, 
which distributes demographic, 
economic, and related data and 
information to private and public sector 
clients in Texas and other parts of 
the nation. Faculty associated with 
IDSER are leaders in population 
science through a variety of positions, 
including the State Demographer of 
Texas, the President of the Southern 
Demographic Association, an Elected 
Member of the Population Association 
of America Board of Directors, and the 
Editors of Population Research and 
Policy Review..

Number of Faculty 
Affili tes: 35

Departmental Affili tions
• Criminology & Criminal Justice

• Demography

• Psychology

• Public Health

• Social Work

• Sociology

Key Areas of Research

• Health Disparities
• Demography of Latinos
• Spatial Inequalities
• Applied Demography
• Family Demography

Domestic Research Projects

• Antecedents and Consequences of Alcohol Use Among Latino College Students
• Black White Mortality Differentials
• Contextual Determinants of Sexual Minority Health
• Contextual Influences on the Depth of Despair Among Emerging Adults
• Correlates of Body Weight and Weight Perceptions
• Crime, Health, and Population Survey (CHAPS) 2021
• Data HEART of the United States
• Effects of Measurement Error in the ACS
• Female Labor Force Participation and Mortality
• First-and Continuing-Generation Students, Substance Use, and College Graduation
• Impact of COVID-19 and Social Distancing on Mental Health and Suicide Risk in Veterans
• Impact of COVID-19 on Latinos
• Determinants of Maternal Health among U.S. Latinas
• Legacies of Disadvantage: A Framework for Exploring Deaths of Despair Across Counties
• Life Course and Intergenerational Effects of Criminal Justice Involvement
• Longitudinal Neighborhood Exposure in Childhood and Health in Emerging Adulthood
• Obesity Prevention in Head Start
• Religious Attendance, Health Behaviors, and Health Biomarkers
• Religion, Sociocultural Context, and Adolescent Outcomes
• Sexual and Reproductive Health Among College Students
• Substance Use Disorders and Overdoses Among Hispanics
• Unraveling Mate Selection Processes Through Conjoint Survey Experiments

International Research Projects

• Health-Related Outcomes in China, Indonesia, Thailand, and Philippines

• HIV Outcomes in Uganda

• Migration and Inequality: The U.S.–Mexico Case

• Global Health Collaboration: Indonesia

Regional Research Projects

• Data HEART of Texas
• Educational Outcomes of Bexar County Foster Care Youth
•  Epidemiologic Study of Eye Health and Cognitive Function Among Latinos in San Antonio
• Factors Associated With Variation in Residential Water Consumption
• Impact of COVID-19 on Domestic Violence in San Antonio
• Head Start and Early Head Start Community Needs Assessments
• Social Determinants of Health Study in San Antonio
• Economic Mobility Study in San Antonio

Lloyd Potter, Director

Key Areas of Research

https://idser.utsa.edu
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In the News

•  “ Study Finds New Causal Link Between Sleep, Immune System, Mortality,” Academic
Times, Z Fishman, January 3, 2021.

•  “ The Problem Is Greater Than It’s Ever Been’: U.S. Universities Urged to Invest in Mental-
Health Resources,” Nature, C Woolston, January 25, 2021.

•  “ Material Hardship Linked to Poor Mental and Physical Health in Young Adults,” News
Medical, E Henderson, February 22, 2021.

•  “ Long Road to Recovery: Effects of Devastating Winter Freeze to Haunt Texas for Years,”
Guardian, A Villarreal, February 27, 2021.

•  “ Economists Weigh In on Covid-19 and Inequality,” Forbes, T Ghilarducci, March 4, 2021.

•  “ Material Hardship Can Cause Adverse Health Outcomes in Young Adults,” Well News, A 
Hornbeck, April 15, 2021.

•  “ UTSA Study: Some Low Priority Calls to Police Might Not Need Office Response,”
KSAT12, G Brnger, April 20, 2021.

•  “ No Visits and Barely Any Calls—Pandemic Makes Separation Even Scarier for People
With A Family Member in Prison,” The Conversation, A Testa and C Fahmy, April 20, 2021.

•  “ In Census, Texas Gains 2 Congressional Seats. A Demographer Says It Could Have Been
3,” Texas Standard, D Brown, J Ament and S Brisbin, April 27, 2021.

•  “ Fox 7 Discussion: 2020 Census Effects on Texas Redistricting,” Fox 7 Austin, M Warren,
April 27, 2021.

•  “ Commentary: How We Can Improve Policing in America,” San Antonio Express-News, M
R Smith, June 3, 2021.

•  “ Can Rage Hotlines Prevent Some Mass Shootings? Researchers Study the Idea,” NPR, E
Westervelt, July 8, 2021.

•  “ In the Midst of the Delta Variant Surge, a Cautious Ray of Hope With the Decline of Latino
COVID-19 Deaths,” Latino Rebels, R Sáenz, A Delgado, and J A Reyna, July 27, 2021.

•  “ The Mental Health Crisis: Graduate Students Need Help,” Observatory, P Delgado, August
21, 2021.

•  “ UTSA Study Suggests Unequal Job Recovery Between Neighborhoods,” San Antonio
Report, W Cunningham, September 3, 2021.

Funding Sources
• City of San Antonio
•  Eunice Kennedy Shriver National

Institute of Child Health and Human
Development

•  National Institute of Diabetes and
Digestive and Kidney Diseases

• Methodist Healthcare Ministries
• National Institute of Justice
•  National Institute of Mental He alth
•  National Institute on Alcohol Abuse

and Alcoholism
•  San Antonio Life Science Institute
•  San Antonio Metropolitan Health

District
•  Substance Abuse and Mental

Health Services Administration
•  Texas Department of

Transportation
•  Texas Department of Family

Protective Services
•  Texas Health and Human Services

Commission
• Texas State Legislature
• Texas Workforce Commission
• U.S. Census Bureau

   Organizational Collaborations
• Bowling Green State University
•  Federal State Cooperative for

Population Estimates
• Florida State University
• Pennsylvania State University
• RAND Corporation
• Rennes University
• Syracuse University
• Texas A&M University
• Texas Water Development Board
•  Texas Department of

Transportation
•  Universitas Sebelas Maret (UNS)
• University at Buffalo, SUNY
• University of Michigan (PSID)
•  University of North Carolina at

Chapel Hill
• University of Pennsylvania
• University of Texas at Austin
•  University of Texas Health at San

Antonio
• U.S. Census Bureau

https://hcap.utsa.edu/study-finds-new-causal-link-between-sleep-immune-system-mortality/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-00229-2
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-00229-2
https://www.news-medical.net/news/20210222/Material-hardship-linked-to-poor-mental-and-physical-health-in-young-adults.aspx
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/feb/27/texas-freeze-storm-residents-power-outages-effects
https://www.forbes.com/sites/teresaghilarducci/2021/03/04/economists-weigh-in-on-covid-19-and-inequality/?sh=1bf4535141e0
https://www.thewellnews.com/mental-health/material-hardship-can-cause-adverse-health-outcomes-in-young-adults/
https://www.ksat.com/news/local/2021/04/21/utsa-study-some-low-priority-calls-to-police-might-not-need-officer-response/
https://theconversation.com/no-visits-and-barely-any-calls-pandemic-makes-separation-even-scarier-for-people-with-a-family-member-in-prison-158592
https://theconversation.com/no-visits-and-barely-any-calls-pandemic-makes-separation-even-scarier-for-people-with-a-family-member-in-prison-158592
https://www.texasstandard.org/stories/in-census-texas-gains-2-congressional-seats-a-demographer-says-it-could-have-been-3/
https://www.texasstandard.org/stories/in-census-texas-gains-2-congressional-seats-a-demographer-says-it-could-have-been-3/
https://www.fox7austin.com/news/fox-7-discussion-2020-census-effects-on-texas-redistricting
https://www.expressnews.com/opinion/commentary/article/Commentary-How-we-can-improve-policing-in-America-15314483.php
https://www.npr.org/2021/07/08/1014098344/can-rage-hotlines-prevent-some-mass-shootings
https://www.latinorebels.com/2021/07/27/latinocoviddeathdeclinehope/
https://www.latinorebels.com/2021/07/27/latinocoviddeathdeclinehope/
https://observatory.tec.mx/edu-news/the-graduate-students-mental-health-crisis
https://sanantonioreport.org/utsa-study-job-recovery/

