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CONCERNEWN A
DEMOGRAPHY

While the next Population
Association meeting is almost seven months
away, Concerned Demographers has already
begun the necessary task of preparing
for convention programs and activities.

The most immediate task 1s
organizing for two regular program
sessions which will heavily involve the
membership of Concerned Demographers.

One panel session will feature a discus-
sion of the relationship between founda-
tions, the government and the demographic
researcher. The other session will con-
sist of papers evaluating current trends
in demography.

Concerned Demographers will also
prepare a constitutional amendment which
would permit equal voting rights for both
regular and student members., Current
voting rights for students are based on
the ability of the student to afford the
$20 regular membership, which permits
voting, as opposed to the $6 student
membership which forbids voting.

Concerned Demographers also
hopes to print one or two more newsletters
before the convention. These would hope-
fully deal in detail with varlous issues
in the profession of demography,

Establishment of the two regular
program sessions was achileved after
negotiation with Daniel Price, PAA

(continued page 5)
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In a4 nutshell, Concerned
Demographers has been formed to raise
issues about the relationship of the
profession of demography to the outside
world, It sees the demographer as both
a scholar and a responsible citizen of
the world.

Concern with social issues is
not new to demography. In comparison
with many disciplines, demography has
shown a clear scholarly interest in
such commonly identified social issues

(cont page 3)

CALL FOR MONEY

Concerned Demographers has
a small operating budget. But un-
fortunately, its sources of income are
even smaller. Currently, the organi-
zation is supported financially by a
few demography students at Wisconsin,

Individuals and organizations
interested in perpetuating Concerned
Demographers are urged to make domations
of $2 to Concerned Demographers, Center
for Demography and Ecology, University
of Wisconsin, Madison. A contribution
will entitle you to copies of future
newsletters and other literatures.



BEGINNINGS

OF CONCERNED

How was Concerned Demographers
founded? 1In essence, students from the
University of Wisconsin came to the 1969
Population Association meeting with some
critical ideas about the profession.
They found in several discussions that
other demographers shared their concern.
And the result was a tentative agreement
to organize an informal group within the
PAA to stimulate discussion on issues of
mutual concern.

The critical ideas evolving
at Wisconsin have developed as the
population studies center has grown in
students, faculty and research. Stu-
dents through mutual interchange with
faculty have hammered out positions on
demographic training, the role of the
demographer as a responsible researcher
and needed areas of research in popula-
tion.

The events at Wisconsin
represent a microcosm of what 1s or
should be happening at the rapidly
growing population centers across the
country.

While not all have agreed, most
Wisconsin students have supported
increased involvement of students in the
administration and organization of the
center. Their arguments have been based
on the premise that many areas such as
faculty hiring, library book ordering and
recruitment of students have a direct and
integral relationship with their lives.
Thus, these areas would benefit from the
advice of the persons most concerned
with them.

The students have always made
clear their strong determination to
refrain from interference in areas of
traditional scholarly freedom. These
areas include the independent pursuit of
research and determination of course
grades.

Some of the other concerns at
Wisconsin are outlined in the lead
article in this newsletter.

The main impetus for the
national organization of Concerned
Demographers came at an informal
discussion the first night, Thursday,
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of the 1969 PAA meeting, For at

least two hours, several score
demographers -- of all viewpoints --
traded ideas on the current state of
population studies. As one partici-
pant noted, "This was the best session
I've ever attended at the PAA."

Most of the criticism of the
PAA were met with varied replies.

0. D. Duncan, PAA President said that
the dissidents could always get out
if they did not like the organization.
However, some other members felt that
the critics should be heard since
they generally represented the future
generation of professionals.

Another defender of current
trends in the population profession
felt that the critics were spoiled
because they generally had not suffered
the hardships of the Great Depression,
"We had to live out of the garbage
can," the demographer pointed out.

Some critics attacked
alleged links between U,S. family
planning and military programs abroad,
but this was denied by other
demographers, who wanted to know
evidence of the links.

Other critics were concerned
about the lack of research on the
relationship between social structure
and population. A defender of current
trends rebutted this argument by
exclaiming that the speaker was
Ha jerk."

Other criticisms were made
of the PAA program sessions, on the

OFFIC AL STATEMEVT

Concerned Demography is the
official publication of Concerned
Demographers, an organization of scho-
lars at U.S, population studies centers.
The Newsletter will be published two or
three times a year. Subscription is
$2 per year. Mailing address: Center
for Demography and Ecology, University
of Wisconsin, Madison, 53706, Editor
of the publication is Charles Hirschman.,
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The use of demographers as
uninformed propagandists may have dire
consequences., If birth control programs
are not effective by themselves in reduc-
ing birth rates, public confidence may be
shaken in the scholarly competence of
demographic research, Furthermore, the
heavy reliance on birth control programs
could distract from the need for social
and economic reforms which may be neces-
sary before economic development and
fertility declines will occur.

While critical of aspects of
family planning programs, Concerned
Demographers approves of the use of birth
control devices and some of the purposes
of family planning. Family planning
clinics, for instance, may permit greater
freedom of choice for women in the type
of method used for fertility control.

(2) Many demographers are
concerned because their research results
and debates are rarely understood or
presented in the public. For instance,

a few noteworthy criticisms of the suc-
cess of family planning programs have

been written., But the educated public

has almost no knowledge of the main

points of these articles, As another
example, while some research suggests

that our central cities are not really
deserted by the middle class, many of

the current urban social policy considera-
tions are based on opposite premises.

The problem stems from the fact
that debates and results are presented
only selectively by the communications
media, generally to support their posi-
tions. Selective presentation 1s most
true of some U.S, governmental publica-
tions, particularly those of the Agency
for International Development.

Obviously, the answer to the
problem of selective presentation is not
simple, but the demographic profession
does not even discuss the problem. As
one simple measure, demographers in the
Agency for International Development
could make sure that their publications
discuss fairly both sides of population
issues,

(3) Many demographers are
concerned because little information is
available on procedures for determining
national research priorities. And the

little current information suggests
that priorities are often

determined by a limited number of
persons, This issue will become in-
creasingly important with the growth
in the amount of government and
foundation money for population
research.

Will the direction of
population research be determined
almost completely by a small number
of officials in the Population
Council, the Ford Foundation and
the new U.S. Government Population
Research Center? Or will clients and
subjects of the research be
consulted about their needs? For
instance, why have U,S. black organi-
zations rarely been consulted on
their needs for knowledge? How many
family planning programs have involved
the active participation of the
clients in setting up the program
administration and goals?

(4) Many demographers are
concerned because the profession of
demography has made little effort
to evaluate and upgrade its educa-
tion, While formal committees exist
on demographic education, their
activitiesiare either non-existent
or not publicized. This issue will
become increasingly important as
demography expands, encompassing
more students and training centers,

The lack of concern with
demographic education extends to
basic definitions of the field.

Since the Hauser and Duncan volume
The Study of Population appeared in
the late 1950's, little effort has
been made to define demography,
population studies or the relation-
ship among the two.

In evaluating and administer-
ing demography programs, almost no
effort has been made to consult
demography graduate students on the
strengths and goals of thelr programs.

Almost no literature is
widely available on the organization
and philosophy of demographic training
programs around the country.

(5) Many demographers are
concerned because the profession

(continued page 6)
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as the high population growth rate, race
relations, the food crisis, urbanization,
and ednecational and occupational mobility.

As citizens, demographers have
been in the forefront of movements for
social justice, For instance, some
demographers successfully worked for the
inclusion of questions on education and
income in the 1940 census. The result
was a mass of data documenting the in-
equities of the U.S. social system.

The current concern stems from
a feeling that several issues have been
ignored or superficially analyzed by the
field of demography. While many indi-
viduals are concerned about current trends
in demography, they have lacked an
organlzed vehicle, Concerned Demographers
will provide a forum for the discussion
of some of the issues that have been
expressed only individually.

Some may think that Concermned
Demographers 1s simply another radical
organization. This is hard to deny in
the sense that the members act ethically
as citlzens In support of radical values
which cannot be researched to prove
thelr correctness -- mass democracy,
civil liberties and rights, equal oppor-
tunity. The claim will be wrong in the
sense that the members see the role of
the demographer as that of a scholar with
social responsibilities, not that of a
social activist who perverts his scholar-
ly results to fit his own ideology.
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PAFPERS NEEOED

Concerned Demographers desperate-
1y needs papers for the session at the
next Population Association meeting en-
titled "Evaluations of Current Trends in
Demography.'" These papers should be
essays evaluating the current state of
population studies in varilous areas.

This session 1s described in more detail
in the article in the Newsletter on future
plans of Concerned Demographers. Ideas
for papers should be sent by Nov. 1 to
Karl Taeuber, The RAND Corporation,

1700 Main Street, Santa Monica, California
90406.
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More specifically, what are
some of the concerns among individual
demographers?

(1) Many demographers are
concerned because population scholars
are being used as uninformed propa-
gandists in world-wide family planning
programs.,

Increasing U.S. governmental
reliance on birth control devices as
a cheap means of encouraging economic
development has led to the wholesale
hiring of demographers as administra-
tors and public relations agents.
These demographers are now claiming
that family planning will reduce the
population growth rate which in turn
will free capital from feeding and
clothing excess populations. The
free capital can then be used in
development projects.

But in thelir rush to propagate
¢clinics and control devices,
demographers have almost completely
ignored their basic skill ~-- careful,
well-designed research. As a result,
we know almost nothing about the
relationships among the above variables,
which supposedly produce economic
growth,

Certainly, the advocacy
of political positions by scholars
should be admired. But the scholar
has the responsibility to base his
arguments on documented research.

The involvement of
demographers in national family plan-
ning programs may also be criticized
on other grounds. The family planners
have generally failed to distinguish
between the values and facts in their
arguments, a crucial responsibility
for the scholar,

For instance, it is still
unclear whether women in underdeveloped
countries actually want to reduce
their family size. Attitude studies
show they do, but actions do not
support the attitude studies. Many
family planners seem to confuse their
value judgment that women should have
smaller families with the actual
facts,

(continued page 4)
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rogram chairman. Regular space and
facilities at Atlanta, Georgia, will be

rovided for the sessions.
P One session on the relationship

petween foundations, the government and
the researcher is being organized by
Avery M. Guest, Center for Demography and
Ecology, University of Wisconsin. This
panel session will hopefully feature dif-
ferent positions on the role of the
demographic scholar, both in accepting
money and in carrying out his research.
For instance, some Concerned Demographers
have been bothered by the wholehearted
espousal of govermmental family planning
programs by demographers without much
empirical basis for their opinions.
Another important question

funds.
Guest needs the names of

potential panel members who would repre-
sent a wide varlety of viewpoints. He
also needs suggested topics for discus~

sion. .
The session on evaluation of

Population.
Papers are desperately needed

on the current state of family planning

CC)V’\"‘;V\M'GCi ‘F‘V’O‘/V\ ‘D l

pro , particularly in r to
the tion of their effec ess
in ing birth rates. A T

paper is sought on the philosophical
prenises underlying recent social
stratification research, particularly
as expounded cent Blau and
Duncan book, can Occupational
§££EE£E£E}Persons who wish to
communicate their ideas for papers,
however tentative, should contact
Guest or Taeuber in the very near

membership.
The reduced student member-

the area of population.
The constitution, as it

of demography.
Neither does the present

population.

In essence, the constitu-
tional i{gions on voting cannot
be int ted as discrimination

of the s of professional

(continued page 6)



grounds that they were narrow-ranged in
topics and often represented only one
viewpoint., Duncan urged the critics to
make formal suggestions for change.

The following day, Friday,
another session was held to establish
a more formal organization. Representa-
tives of Wisconsin, Pittsburg, Massachu~
setts, Brown, Cormnell, Michigan and
Temple expressed interest in the organi-
zation, The session unanimously agreed
that the students from Wisconsin would
collectively serve as chalrman school
for the first year.

The Wisconsin students
attempted on short notice to prepare a
constitutional amendment which would
abolish special voting rights for regular
members as opposed to student members.
Unfortunately, a misunderstanding on the
constitutional procedure and a lack of
time necessitated postponement of action.

Beyond the immediate goal of
forming an organization, the Concerned
Demographers activity at the PAA meeting
has two immediately positive benefits:

(1) It served as a means of
communication for the numerous young
demographers, Previously, the large
aumber of students t the convention had
little basis on which to meet each other
and discuss interests and activities.

(2) The  activity also indicated
to the more established PAA members that
a large proportion of the membership was
disgruntled with the current convention
program. Undoubtedly, the program will
be livened up in future years.
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has made little effort to

recruit members of U.S. minority
groups. While significant efforts
have been made to recruit non-U.S.
foreigners, almost no attention has
been devoted to the foreigners within

our boundaries, the black population.
An increased number of

minority group members may not insure
technical improvement in studies. But
a wider social base in the demographic

profession may bring new perspectives
on the key social issues which
demography should be studying.

Furthermore, the recruitment
of more minority group members will
be a small but significant contribu-
tion in the development of a social
system of equal opportunity in the
United States,
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training but simply discrimination on
income.

Since students now comprise
between one-fourth and one-third of
the PAA membership, decisions of the

e made without

th a very larg r-
bership. The g
hip rights to s

should insure a more representative
organization and involved membership.
Future issues of the

series of articles evaluating

a ious

S ts or
re in writing
d ct Charles

Hirschman, editor, Concerned
Demography, Center for Demography
and Ecology, University of Wisconsin,
Madison.

LETTERS TO THE
EDOITOR ENCOURAGED
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President Nixon's July special
message on population is important for
two reasons, First, it represents the
new official interpretation of the prime
cause of poverty--overpopulation or too
many children. Second, it calls on the
demographer-scholar to serve as an agent
for legitimizing this view and spreading
the ideology of family planning.

The 3,500 word message was
presented in a press conference to a
yawning Congress and American people, A
prime architect of the message was
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, liberal academia's
representative in the White House. He
has increasingly come to see population
as the root of all evil.

While the message desperately
needs discussion in the profession,
demographers will probably devote almost
all their energies instead to formulating
research proposals for the money made
available as part of the message. To
date, they have not thought much about
the implications of the message for the
types of research they will be permitted
to undertake. Nor have they thought much
about how scholarship is being used to
further the national interest as formu-
lated by Nixon.

The message's interpretation of
poverty works at two levels, explaining
the differences in poverty between nations
and within nations. Both explanations are
not new but represent the first concise,
relatively coherent statements by an
American president.

No. 2

B0 GONT.

The Nixon interpretation of
poverty within nations directs most of
its attention to the United States. A
large proportion of the poor fell into
that state, the argument runs, because
they have too many children. Supposed-
ly, several million families could be
removed from poverty 1f they only re-
duced their libidinal drives or at
least capped them with intra-uterine
devices. With a smaller number of
children, the argument continues,
families would have more money to
spend per capita.

This argument is essentially
old wine in new bottles. It implies
that the problem of the poor is due to
their moral laxity and ignorance of
means of preventing births, Sections
of the American middle class have been
arguing this for decades.

The message's solution to the
problem, family planning, is very
similar to the proposals of the eugenics
movement. Now, instead of sterilizing
the poor or the less able, the poor will
be provided with contraceptives so they
can reduce their numbers and not be a
burden on the income earned by the sweat
of all the hard working, decent
Americans.

In essence, Nixon's message
on population contains his most explicit
positive program to date in the area of
race relations--an I.U.D., for every
black American. Somehow if the blacks
go away, the problems of civil rights



racial equality also ought to

doubtful that the fertility of the poor
is very excessive, once rural background
is considered. The excessive fertility
of the poor may be seen as a consequence
of the social norms and organization of

rural life.

The explanation of poverty
between nations represents the fruition

deleterious effect on economic growth,
although the evidence is a lot less
conclusive than Nixon would suggest.
Being a good politician,
Nixon has blended a mix of truths,
half-truths, philosophies and pseudo-
scientific theories about these

nothing.
: Nixon's only serious

economic development have been associated
with the fertility decline in the West,
regardless of family planning. Most of
the arguments for the failure of family
planning have revolved around two

igsues: (1) Numerous institutions in

traditional soclety support high fertility,

and (2) National growth rates would still
be far above zero even if women had the
number of children they desired.

The perversion of family
planning into an instrument of national
policy 1s distressing to those who see
its positive aspects. No doubt many
women throughout the world could use its
services to space children and prevent
unwanted births. In individual cases,
it may be helpful in eliminating family
poverty.

President Nixon's call to
demographers to join him in the war on
population consisted of a proposal for
a national study commission and increased
research funds. This call represents
a further threat to the scholarly
integrity of the population profession.
Already, demographers are being used as
administrators and public relations men
for governmental family planning pro-
grams around the world. The pages of
Demography and other population journals
have been filled with glowing reports
of family planning. To the layman, these
reports have the ring of scholarly
objectivity and truth. To many profes-
sionals, they have become the ultimate
in slipshod methodology, half-baked
interpretations and outright lies.

Now, more demographers will
undoubtedly be hired as propagandists for
family planning, although they may be
called researchers. When the educated
public finally catches onto the
chicanery, the integrity of the profes-
sion of demography.will fall to a new
low.

Several good analyses of
family planning have appeared, but un-
fortunately these are lost in the
numerous slick reports of foundations

3

and government bureaucracies such as
AID, which are mobilized to push a
viewpoint, that family planning

is the solution to man's 1lls,

Some respected demographers
feel that sound studies of family
planning will soon appear. But
pressure is still strong in many popu-
lation centers to restrain criticism
of family planning, for fear that
government and foundation research
contracts will be jeopardized in
other areas of population research.

The establishment of a
national study commission on the
future population trends is encourag-
ing in the sense that very little is -
known about the relationship between
population and society. But it is
discouraging in that it represents
another attempt to grapple with a
problem by studying it to death. We
have already seen study commissions
on civil disorders and violence.

How many policy changes have resulted
from their deliberations?

How much more study do
we need to verify the hypothesis
that fertility invariably falls
when mortality drops and urbanization
and industrialization occur? What
is preventing the Nixon Administration
from urging large doses of economic
and technical aid to encourage
industrialization and economic
development around the world? One
answer is simple: Industrialization
is not to our economic benefit. While
1ittle is known about the symbiotic
relationships among nations, it is
clear that much of the dynamism of
American industrial life is supported
by the exploitation of the resources
of underdeveloped countries. In
other words, resources are extracted
cheaply from the underdeveloped
countries to feed our furnaces and
faces. Economic development would
provide more challengers for world
resources and would eliminate sources
of cheap industrial inputs.

(continued page 7)



To the outside world, the
journal of represents the best
and the mo hinking in the
population field. The advancement of a
discipline is largely determined by the
types and styles of article which appear
in its leading journal.

Where, then, has Demogravhy
been leading us? The answer is clear:
toward propaganda for family planning,
away from concern with crucial domestic
issues related to urbanizatlon and race
relations, toward continued non-concern
with demographic theory and training,
toward individual rather than social
structural or human ecological studies

of soclety. - .
has marched during

its first under Donald J. Bogue,
qual improved

notl can's short

edit Board has not
abso for the long-

term failure of If the
Board had reall rned about
the journal, it would have acted before
the end of five years, either by appoint-
ing another editor or by providing more
editorial help for Bogue.

The traditional response to
criticisms of scholarly journals is
that the editor can only select from the
material he receives, This argument is
fallacious on several grounds: (1) The

deviant or unconventional viewpoints
often must be encouraged to publish.
Bogue rarely printed conflicting view—~
points on issues.

The primary concern of
Demography has been fertility and

4

family planning. Of the 282 articles,
research notes and book review
articles, some 39 per cent dealt with
these areas. This emphasis should
not necessarily be condemned since
fertility problems are commonly pro-
claimed as key to the solution of
other problems such as hunger and
poverty. But, of the scores of
articles on family planning, how many

cri tive:-
rch

£f le,
by n

articles on family planning.
Another related issue is

the lack of discussion of the motives

International Development, the
Population Council, and the Planned
Parenthood Federation. But where was
a discussion in depth of the distrust
of the family planning programs by
many liberal-minded intellectuals in
Latin America? Where was the serilous
discussion of the role of family
planning as part of U.S. foreign
military and economic relations? 1In
_an article on the Population Council,
Frank Notestein, stated that the
“mounting tempo of growth among the
world's poorest people'" is a threat to
political stability. Isn't -

T

"political stability" the international
equivalent of domestic concern for 'law
and order."?

Among the 282 articles, only 21
dealt with population distribution,
urbanization or human ecology. Twelve of
these articles were published in the
first two volumes, in 1964 and 1965,

In other words, as the urban and racial
crisis in this country has grown,
Demography has Increasingly ignored it.
The lack of concern with this topic is
surprising since demographers and ecolo-
gists at the University of Chicago,
Bogue's own school, have long been in
the forefront of research on this topic.

The continued concern of
Demography with pure description is
indicated by the fact that only three
articles were found which dealt directly
with the topic of demographic theory.
While other articles directed themsgelves
to topics which might loosely be called
"demographic theory," the total output
could only be termed horrendous. We
have advanced only a few steps beyond
Lotka.

Only one article has appeared
on demographic training and recruitment,
during a period of rapid expansion of
training programs and doctorates
awarded in demographic areas. Perhaps
a purely scholarly journal should not
be concerned with this topic. But
then, where else is there a place for
discussion of the topic? Certainly one
head of demography should know what the
other head or the foot 1s doing.

In a related area, no one
during the first five years of the
journal has directed himself to the
question, what are demography and
population studies? What are the key
areas for study?" How does population
study distinguish itself from other
academic discplines? These ideas have
been discussed elsewhere but not since
the rapid expansion of the profession
in the 60's.

i
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What about the future? No
doubt, the Don Bogue style of demography
will live on since his editorial
decisions have shaped the style of
ongoing research projects. In other
words, why undertake research unless
you have a chance for publication? The
increased governmental concern with
family planning as the solution for
world poverty will also undoubtedly
lead to a further flood of shoddy
articles by half-trained government
bureaucrats. The new editor will
probably have a hard time resisting
these pressures.

But the of the
future will probably reflect a more
balanced viewpoint on the goals and
areas of population research.

Mrs., Duncan's wide experience as a
scholar in numerous areas should lead
to better editing and a wider variety
of articles. It still remains to be
seen, however, whether Mrs. Duncan
will actively encourage different
viewpoints on key scholarly issues,
It is also unclear whether Demography
will be a forum for discussion of
general issues on the direction of
demographic research and education.

SUAE

Concerned Demography is an
occasional publication of Concerned
Demographers, Center for Demography and
Ecology, Department of Sociology, Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, Madison 53706,
Concerned Demographers is a national or-
ganization of scholars interested in re-
lating demographic research and training
to the larger society. It has no officilal
ties with the Center for Demography and
Ecology of the University of Wisconsin.
Subscriptions are available at $2 per
year. Editor-in-Chief 1s Paul Schollaert,
Executive Editor 1s Ezekiel Cumings.
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Slowly but surely the last
bastions of objective soclal science are
falling. Ten years ago, almost every
right thinking social scientist knew that
his discipline looked at issues in a
value-free manner and worked in an
atmosphere of non-governmental inter-
ference. But in the past year, two of
the last centers of value-free research,
NIH and NSF, have been exposed as the
political arms of the government.

Earlier this year, President
Nixon vetoed a proposed director of the
National Science Foundation, Dr. Franklin
Long, because he happened to oppose the
Vietnam War. Nixon eventually admitted
that his interference was wrong, strict-
1y speaking. But the warning was clear
to all aspiring scientific bureaucrats-—-
don't take too strong a stand against
the govermment.

More recently, the New York
Times has exposed in several stories
the fact that NSF and the Nationmal
Institutes of Health prohibit membership
on their advisory panels by scores of
scientists who have political leanings
to the left of Hubert Humphrey. This
practice has been followed since World
War II, the Times reported. The black-
1ist includes some scientists whose most
flagrant sin has been active opposition
to the Vietnam War. Most of these
scientists have received security clear-
ance from cautious agencies such as the
Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Caught with their value-free
pants down, NSF and NIH said they would
probably abolish the lists., It turned
out that they simply abolished some of
the names on the list, but not the 1lists

themselves. The Times has editorially
condemned any list.

What does this all mean for
demography? It means simply that some of
the most unconventional members of our
profession have not been on panels that
have evaluated research projects and
proposals for population training centers.

b
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Of course, issues of academic freedom
are involved. But just as importantly
the substance of American population
research has undoubtedly been shaped
by the policy. We will probably
never know to what degree "safe'

dem . _

great mass of the
dem rofession can also col-
lec test this political
interference.

As a first step, all major

TWHOM CAN YOou TRusT? f

The policy of the journal,
regarding the anonymity of
rely needs review. Unlike

many scholarly journals, Demography keeps
the namas and positions of authors on
their articles when they are sent to
referees. This 1s primarily so, we have
been told by an editor, because "the
referees know whom they can trust." In
other words, the referees will not have
to waste time reviewing or correcting
sections of articles written by authors
they respect,

This rationale for the policy
is the main reason why it should be
changed., Since at least parts and often
whole articles are apparently evaluated
on the"basis of the authorship, the

stars" of the profession are hownd to
have almost all articles published, This
would not be a bad policy if tha "stars"
produced consistently high quality work.
Unfortunately, this is not the case
either 1n demography or other scholérly
disciplines, Since the "stars" are
apparently almost guaranteed a place in
the pages of Demogrzyhy, less space is
availatle for the work of youﬁgér and
less known scholars.

We have also been told that
removing the names of authors would
have little effect anyway since most
authors tend to have their subjects and
style of work, which are readily identi-
fiable., This rationale may have had some
validity during the formative years of
the profession when most demographers were
located at three or four universities and
in Washington. But the size and scope
of the profession no longer makes this
argument highly plausible, although un-
doubtedly identification is possible
in many cases.

The only 111 effect of a policy
of anonymity would be more effort required
Ry the referees to review work of the

stars.” This might be beneficial to
both the "stars" and the refevees, if
Some articles in the first years of
Demography are any indication.

The Demography editors assure
us that no name will be kept on an

article if the author indicates his
desire. If Demography refuses to
change its policy, we suggest all
scholars ask for anonymity when they
submit thelr work.

Nix oo
(Continued From. Parye 3)

A What would be the response of
the demographic profession to Presideont
Nixon's mossage? One responsc would be

commend the increased interest in popu-
1ation research but would also make
clear the determination of the demogra-
phic profession to undertake and
evaluate research in an atmosphere of
academic freedom. The resolution would
further state that the PAA has no
position on the value of family planning
at least until further research is
available.

What is the solution to high
population growth rates? History
teaches that the traditional solutions
have been war, disease, and famine--
all leading to death. In the past two
centuries, only technological improve-
ments in agriculture have thwarted
even higher rates of death. The world
is dominated today by a nation which
1s dedicated as previous powers to
preservation of the status quo, through
military and economic power. Unless
agricultural technology responds to the
challenge, there is little reason to
believe that future solutions to over-
population will be different than
the past.
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Editor's Note--In some issues Concerned
111 present reviews of
s in the area of population.
This issue, two of the leading intro-
ductory textbooks are reviewed:
Donald Bogue, Princ of
(John Wiley ons, Inc.,
William Petersen, Population (Second
Edition) (The Macmillan Co., 1969).

~~~~~~~

Careful reading of William
Peterson's revised edition of the
undergraduate textbook, POPULATION, may
reveal more about "the politics of
population" than did an earlier work of
that very title by the same author. It
is a fitting demographic contribution to
the "sociology of the smooth society"
typified by such writers as S.M. Lipset,
Daniel Bell or Richard Hofstader. The
book reaffirms the American experience
as one of concensus and integration,
while blasting our commie enemies in
superlative cold war rhetoric. Un-
fortunately, as an important undergraduate
textbook, it may serve as the major state-
ment on population processes, problems,
and policies for a large number of stu-
dents.

The volume is quite lacking in
its discussion of population theories.

A lete stat o thusian
P is presen ar the

b with the m cations
a cations s ad o this

scheme. But the major theoretical
critic of Malthus, Karl Marx, is treated
in a most unscholarly fashion. Marxist
population principles are relegated’

to a minor position in the chapter on
the "The Population of Totalitarian
Societies,” where the discussion 1s dis-
torted by peppering it with quotes
appropriate to nineteenth century
scholarship styles. In one passage,

I ‘ (continued)
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action-packed 917-page introductory
demography text.

The opposition is clear:
Parson Malthus who argued that popu~

DEAD THAN RED

could not escape from the obsession
which runs through the book and pre-
vents consideration in depth of any
other issues.

Unlike William Petersen's
jntroductory text, this book is not
filled with tales of commie atrocities.
In fact, Bogue drops in a note here
and there that he actually gets along
well with his communist demographer
colleagues. The only enenmies, Bogue
implies, are those who suggest that
fertility rates may have something to
do with social conditions.

If this book were well-
written, it would probably be a hot
number in the textbook market. In
spite of this flaw, the book may sell
anyway because it certainly espouses

(continued)

Po T sen
(continved ecom goge 9)

Petersen jabs at Marx for referring to
Malthus as a ''shamless sycophant of the
ruling class."

While urging us to consider
ritings of Malthu their
ral context, Pete 1d be well
ed to do the same scussing

Marx and his followers. Even more impor-
tantly, the author has failed to consider
reformulations and reinterpretations of
Marxist theory in the way he did when
discussing Malthus, This clearly throws
suspicion on any discussion of the dif-
ferences between the two.

Though the second edition of
this book differs very little from the
first in either philosophy or content,

a much heralded addition was the in-
creased emphasis on the population of
underdeveloped nations. While there is
a chapter on industrialization and popu-
lation growth, it is little more than
an excuse to talk about family planning
programs. The entire discussion 1s
based on the not so obvious premise that
population growth is clearly detrimental
to economic growth, although no real
evidence is offered to support this
proposition. From this assertion,
Petersen naturally concludes that family
planning programs are the panacea for
world problems. Thus, we read about the
operation of such programs in countries
favorably disposed to the west--India
and Taiwan., Although the author lacks
Don Bogue's enthusiasm for these pro-
grams, he must feel that they are fairly
complete solutions, for he falls to
consider any other possible causes of
growth. For example, he skims over the
effects of soclial structure, claiming
only that nationalism in underdeveloped
countries will create higher fertility
because such countries are likely to
reject western patterns, including the
Western low fertility model. Of course,
the question which is never raised is
vhy these countries are apt to reject the
West, Thus, we find the "new" material
(continued)

Boque 7
(ConTinued From Qose 8)

the current conventional wisdom on the
population problem. 1In any case,
Bogue's obsession with holding back
the fertility tide has apparently not
left much time to think about writing.
Chapters read like a stream of
consciousness reports, one idea re-
ninding Bogue of another. Whole
sections of other books are quoted
word for word. Tables with no
significance run on for pages. Whole
topics such as "marital status" are
repeated in two different chapters.
One table becomes the subject for

extensive bibliographies,

The book might have some
redeeming value if a few conceptual
ideas linked the chapters. But topics
appear or do not appear as if by
chance. Apparently, Bogue does not
1ike the Duncan occupational prestige
scores, so he flips in his own
hideous effort to do Duncan one better.
To soften the blow of his new dis-
covery on Duncan, Bogue says that
Duncan would probably agree with
him but that Peter Blau would
not. Where did Peter Blau come from?
Oh, he happens to be a colleague of
Bogue's at Chicago who wrote a book
with Duncan which used the prestige
scores, Bogue presents a very exten-
sive discussion of U.S. regionalism,
at least as he saw it 10 years ago,
but he has not kept up much since
then. He assures us that he planned
to write a chapter on Population and
Economic Development, but alas, he
never had time to write it.

Where were we? Oh yes, back
to fertility control. Everywhere
fertility rates are heading for a
balance with death rates, Bogue assures

us. This is happening in t ed
States too, Bogue announces ugh
' : ( ed)
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on developing nations to be little more
than a flacid regurgitation of the worst
of the family planning propaganda.
Petersen lets his anti-communism
get the best of him in the discussion of
contemporary populations. He gives no
real attention to repressive population
policies in western countries--for
instance, he nearly sidesteps the British
Enclosure Law by claiming that their
effects were minimal, Furthermore, he
has no discussion of the ramifications

of colonial policies on population. But

in writing about nations in the C st
block, the text abounds with gove al
atrocities described in glowing c r

rhetoric. For instance, the reader is

left with the impression that the
Russian leaders during the 1930's somehow
wanted the population to starve.

Another attempt to discredit the Russians
is made by comparing their policies
toward Jews to those of Nazl Germany.
This attempt to throw the far left and
the far right into the same bag 1s an

old trick which has been mastered by

our "smooth society sociologists'.

These alleged Russian policles, 1if true,
are deplorable. But Petersen totally

ignores, in the same t, American
policies toward minor oups such as
the blacks or the Ame Indians.

Instead, he insists that we are moving
toward an assimilated society. Nor

does he comment on the American genocide
in Vietnam. Surely these programs are
equally deplorable, and an "objective"
scholar would want to take account of
them. These attempts to identify and
discredit the enemy, rather than trying
to synthesize some of the common ex-
periences of nations undergoing demographic
change are certainly out of place in a
textbook,

In sum, this book 1s but another
example of the non-neutrality of social
science and the important place of
values in scholarship. I would suggest
that if it has a place in undergraduate
instruction at all, it be in the illus-
tration of these concepts, not in the
teaching of a population course.

Bo%u@ /o
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he does not bother to discuss the rich
data to the contrary. Why are birth
rates relatively low in the United
States? The answer is simple, Bogue
says: people use contraceptives.
Thus, contraceptives will cause the
decline in birth rates around the wor 1d.
Bogue does not completely
scorn a concern with social structure.
For instance, on page 166, he talks
about "effeminate" and "virile" nations
and the resulting sex compositions.
You may be surprised to know that no
differences exist between the two types
of social structures in their sex
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Concerned Demo a is
putting toget a mailing 1list for
all future issues. It isn't necessary
to contribute $2.00 in order to be on
the mailing list, although it does
help. If you have not already written
to us, please clip the form below and
return it to: Concerned
Center for Demography and Eco .
Social Science Building, University
of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin 53706.

I wish to be on the mailing list.
I would like to contribute

Please remove my name from your
mailing list.
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" The sicness of the situation
arises not from the falseness of the
basic ‘issue, the quality of the environ-
mant, but 1its use to divert attention
from other jssues such as the nature

for the repression of nationalism and
economic development in underdeveloped
countries around the world. It has
become increasingly clear that the
United States is dedicated to main-
tain unr

powe ere
a we ep
the wh and

education as the panaceas to poverty
problems. But the failure of this
approach has indicated to many that the
causes of pove:ity may actually lie in
the soclety's urwillingness to re-
distribute 1ts incowee,

TFurcher public attention on
these issues would probably have led
to a crisis iu povernrent and indus-
trisl cirales., Large segmeants of the
rosulai.ons vere coming to feel that on:
sicadificant changes in society cculd
leac¢ tc rhe end of American poverty
and imperialism abroad. Unless public
attention couid be shifted to other
issues, e qitl o ing
business nd  liit g within 7
the soui v d 3 soveraly

TAITER IS (T SN he 2 re al ecrisis
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is a particularly welcome relief since
the solutions of its concexrned citizens
call for no real changes in the organi-
zation of American society. The two
major political parties have been
especially eager to jump on the envivon-
mental crisis bandwagon, Since tradi-
tional 'free enterprise” approaches
have failed to solve domestic problems,
the two parties were unable to propose
any new program. The environmental
crisis provides the Democrats and
Republicans with issues to justify
their existence,

. Manipulation of the American
public will be indicated by Presidential
pronouncements on the environmental
crises. While President Nixon proclaims
his devotion to the ''quality of
11fe," he will propose very few concrete
programs to support his rhetoric. Few
of Nixon's proposals will actually
require industrialists and automobile
manufacturers to. curb their pollution
activities which cause most of the
problem. _Jost of the anti-pollution”
expenditures will be drawn from federal
revenues, -in other words from the ori-
nary citizen's pay check., Interestingly,
many of the serious Hixpn proposals
to improve the quality of 1life involve
"research on the environment." This
is another effort to study a problem to
death, much as periodic commission
reports on civil disorders, violence and
population. Some of the governmental
efforts will be also devoted to using
the tax payer's money to find technologi-
cal devices to control pollution, at
no cost to the polluters. Of course,
whether these devices will be found is

a problematic question. In any case,
pollution will continue until technology
solves the,probla..

And in the meantime, the last
vestiges of the meager governmental
effort. against poverty will be wiped out

/
0T (ead )

and the military budget will continue
to balloon, It is noteworthy that
President Jolmsou also briefly ex-
pressed his concern about the ''quality
of life" when he cut back domestic
prograns in the middle 60's to support
increased war spending. However, hig

concern failed to catch the imagtu=iq.. .

of the Amexican at the .

' The P concern

the environment an and tion
crises has aris of uppe dle .

class America, This can be discerned

for large ads in newspapers such as
the New York Times. One of the fore-
most military representatives has been
General William Draper (U.S.A.-Ret.),
chairman of the Population Crisis
Committee. Among the increasingly
concerned upper middle class Americans
are some quite liberal reformers such
as Sen. Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin,
While these persons have previously
been sincere in their desire to
eliminate poverty and curtail the
military, their talents will now be
lost in a probably fruitless struggle
to improve the environment.

The causes of the concern
about the enviromnment among sizable
segments of the population are easy to
discern. frequently conservationists
and campers, the environmentalists

. are concerned about the overtaxing

" of recreational and camping facilities
around the country. They are bothered
that their cities are not beautiful

K .
Y
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places to view, They are concerned that
movement from one part of the city to
another 1s slow and time consuming. In
essence, they are bothered because their
incomes do not bring them all the
aesthetic joys and pleasures they seck,
In any case, they are basically correct:
our environment is ugly and overtaxad.
One has only to look around in any city
or park to realize that the enviromment
could be much imnroved.

But then the environment has
always been bad. In fact, in terms of
its effect on human health and vitality,
the envirorment has never been better
than now. Infant mortality and disease
rates less than 60 years ago indicate
that very high proportions of the popu-
lation lived very short lives. On the
average, persons only lived two-thirds
as long as they do now. In general,
the air and water in centers of
pooulation concentration must have been
rather foul. A look at photoesraphs
of immigrants districts 30 years ago will
also sugrest that today's environment is
a paradise by comparison.

It is instructive to present
the tenets of the crisis ideology and
then discuss thelr validity:

1. The envirommental and urban
crises arise because too many persons
are using the available facilities. If
fewer persons used the facilities, there
would be more facilities to go around.

2. There are too many people in
the United States primarily because the
poor are having too many children. The
crisis people also believe that some
middle class families may be having too
many children.

3. The solution to the large
family size of the poor is the use of
family planning or birt" control, Thus,
the government should sct up more
family planning clinics. An often
mentioned subsidiary tenet holds that

abortion should be legalized, but this
is penerally provosed less frequently
than family »nlanning,

4. The country would have more

‘wealth to spend on facilities 1f the

population were smaller. Large
families have less money per capita
than small families. Therefore,
nations with high prowth rates or
larre families must be poorer than
nations with low growth rates or small
families, .
S, "me solution to the
environmental crisis is burying your
trash and driving your car less.

6. The other principal -
solution 1s petitioning your govermment.
In turn, govermment should ask business-
men to stop pollution. In general,
the appropriate govermment action is
roorly specified.

For most of the concerned
Americans, their current irks would
not have been encountered 15 or 20
years ago, It is the unparalleled
rise in the prosperity of the American
middle class since %orld War II which
has permitted individual opportunities
to enjoy the environment. The ranid
increase in the number of automobiles
per family and the number of highways

_have led eventually to crowded

roads, campgrounds and recreational
areas. Of course, a general growth in
population has been associated with
the overtaxing of facilities. While
the 10 per cent increase in U.S.
population in the past decade has un-
douttedly led to further crowding and
consestion, the problem has primarily
resulted because our government has
not planned for the changes. With
ore than 30 rer cent of the budget
tici.ted annually for the destruction
of neonle, it has been impossible to
plan for an anticipated growth in
ponulation size. If our government . -
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‘The argument about the 111
effects of large families on nationa
growth rates is still a.question
open for debate.

Finally, the emphasis of
the environmentalists on individual
responsibility to.clean up one's own
pollution and voluntary clean ups.
by business: is just.what
industrial and governmental
to hear, In essence, these proposals
will require-them. to do nothing. And

efore the
our government

How many issues will pa
citizenry finally sees
is completely unrespons

For many scho , the 1970's

two children. Popular antagonism to the
ijntellectual community will continue to
rise as it becomes more obvious that
academia is a means of spreading industrial
and government ideology, not a place to
study what is really happening in the
soclety. :

For scholars concerned with
studying the urban, environmental and -
population crises, we would suggest some
of the following studies which would
drive to the root of the problem:

(1) Participant observation studies of
the board of directors and top officers
of major industrial corporations such as
General Motors. Individual researchers
would be assigned to individual company
officials to follow them through their
activities for several months., How do
companies combat attempts to regulate
their pollution? How do companies decide
which rivers to pollute and where to
build their smoke stacks?

(2) Intensive interviews with
state legislatures and the national
congress on why they are raising their
salaries but cutting back on welfare
payments. Find out how public officials
feel that lower incomes will help the
poor raise themselves out of their
current states.

(3) Surveys of French military
leaders in the 1950's and American
military leaders in the 1960's about
their successful population control program
in North Vietnam, Find out what techniques
were used so that North Vietnam has the
lowest birth rate in Asia,

Many scholars may not be daring
or foolish enough to make similar proposals

n
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to the National Science Foundationm.
After all, study of the people who
make decisions in our society is
generally a taboo subject for American
social science. The NSF would rarely
grant the money. For those less
daring or foolish, we would suggest a
policy of human decency. Study in an
honest and competent manner those

pollution any , let us not
become ca up 1 governmental
put on, C uall ling out of
the hat s pro such as

environmental pollution to hide
failures in solving other social
problems. Social scientists as
citizens can push for democratic
revolution in our form of govermment.
Social scientists as researchers can
provide data and understanding of
social relationships for the new
social order which hopefully will
arise. Then, we shall solve the
environmental crisis.



Editor's Note---This article
was written by members of the Population

Ingrid Waldron and Steven Zoloth,

World population will probably
double within the next forty years,
Widespread famine with accompanying riots
and anarchy are predicted by 1975.1

population growth. The only other way
to stop population increases is to
reduce birth rates. The number of
people increases as long as birth rates
exceed death rates. ,

Professional biologists have
proposed that we solve these problems as
follows: develop a sterilizing virus,
put it in the water, and provide limited
supplies of a temporary antidote
through the United Nationszg put pressure
on India to adopt Dr. S. Chandrasekhar's
proposal to sterilize all Indian males
with three or more children3: and,
conserve scarce food resourzes by
cutting off all food aid to "thoge
countries that are too far behind in
the population-food game (sic)4,

' % (> (M

solutions can be found. These more

accep solutions d on postpon-
ing s at the dat the supply
of re es 1s exha and . popula-

tion growth is thus stopped. With more
efficient use of resources, our finite
earth will be able to support a some-
what larger, though still definitely
finite, population., This will provide
additional decades of time which we
must use to pursue urgent but more
humane methods of reducing birth rates
to stop population growth,

Is population growth
the problem? \

The rate of population growth
may soon exceed the rate at which food
production increases. The consequent
decrease in per capita food consump-
tion would then present an extremely
serious problem, since about two-
thirds of the world's people (mostly
children) are undernourished right now.
An estimated four million or more
people died of starvation this year.
Yet at the same time Canada had a

is not givun to undernourished people;
food that could exist is not grown,
because in our economic system food

is grown for profit, not for people who
need it but have no money to pay for
it. The United States, for example,
spends billions to keep land idle:

this land could supvly enough food to

<N
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make up all current caloric deficits.
This would involve using only totally
i{dle land, not land lying fallow in a
normal farming cycle. Similarly, in
gouthern Chile, rich valley land which
could be used to grow food has been
converted by absentee landlords to

profitable pine plantations., Nearby poor
people, struggling with small grain crops,
contend with rapid erosion on steep hill-

sides.’

Potentially even more important

than better use of land are the new
grain breeds adapted to semi-tropical
conditions., Use of these new breeds in
India has increased wheat production 507
within the last four years.8 The
dramatically higher yields and great
responsiveness of these plants to
fertilizer have provided effective in- -

centives for change in traditional peasant

habits., However, many peasant farmers
have not been able to obtain loans to
buy the new seeds and fertilizer. Poor

farmers and landless laborers have already

rioted in places where only the more
prosperous farmers have been able to
benefit from the new grains.

Meat production could also be
substantially increased. For example,
if enough veterinarians were available
to reduce by half the very high disease
rate in the herds and flocks of
economically underdeveloped countries,
meat consumption could be increased
by 25%.9

In conclusion, major increases
in food supply are possible without the
use of exotic technology or major
changes in people's dietary habits. If
governments paild for all food produced
and distributed it to all in need,
resources would be available to feed
adequately the current population and
the projected increases for at least the

next twenty years.10 Prediction beyond

that time is virtually impossible, because

too much is still unknown, such as new
technological developments.
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Another major reason for
concern about population growth is the
fear that the accumulated savings of
economically underdeveloped countries
will be used merely to accommodate
rapidly growing demand for housing,
health facilities, schools, etc.,’
and thus funds will not be available
for investment in industrialization
and economic development. However,
people under population pressure appear
to produce more because they work °
harder and are more willing to accept
technological 1nnovations.11 In
fact, these two phenomena appear to
nearly cancel out: in the last decade
economic growth has been faster in
countries with rapid population growth,
so that per capita income has in-
creased almost as much in non-
industrialized countries with rapidly
growing populations as for those with
slowly growing populat:l.ons.1

Why then has economic
development of the Third World been so
slow? The answer lies at least partly
in the fact that industrialization is
expensive and the resources available
to the economically underdeveloped
countries are small., All these
countries combined have a gross
national product of about $500 billion
($200/person), while the United States
has a GNP of $900 billion ($4500/
person).13 1In the former case, there
is 1ittle surplus available for invest-
ment. The U.S. government sends
$4 billion annually to these
countries and receives $1 billion as
repayment on previous loans. U. 5.
private enterprise annually sends less
than $2 billion in loans and investment,
and receives $4 billion as repayment

and vre#its.14 Thus the net cost to
the U.S. economy of the public and
private capital sent annually to the
Third World is only $1 billion. If

we sent instead the $80 billion worth
of goods and services which our annual
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health facilities, schools, etc.,’
and thus funds will not be available
for investment in industrialization
and economic development. However,
people under population pressure appear
to produce more because they work °
harder and are more willing to accept
technological 1nnovations.11 In
fact, these two phenomena appear to
nearly cancel out: in the last decade
economic growth has been faster in
countries with rapid population growth,
so that per capita income has in-
creased almost as much in non-
industrialized countries with rapidly
growing populations as for those with
slowly growing populat:l.ons.1

Why then has economic
development of the Third World been so
slow? The answer lies at least partly
in the fact that industrialization is
expensive and the resources available
to the economically underdeveloped
countries are small., All these
countries combined have a gross
national product of about $500 billion
($200/person), while the United States
has a GNP of $900 billion ($4500/
person).13 1In the former case, there
is 1ittle surplus available for invest-
ment. The U.S. government sends
$4 billion annually to these
countries and receives $1 billion as
repayment on previous loans. U. 5.
private enterprise annually sends less
than $2 billion in loans and investment,
and receives $4 billion as repayment

and vre#its.14 Thus the net cost to
the U.S. economy of the public and
private capital sent annually to the
Third World is only $1 billion. If

we sent instead the $80 billion worth
of goods and services which our annual
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What problems can we expect as
population increases in the United
States? People feel increasingly over-
crovded, and the enviromment becomes
increasingly polluted. However, this
{e ot Jwe simply to population in-
cresons.  “wo-thirds of our population
{s crowdzd f=to metropolitan areas,

the automobile largely obsolete for in-

city u S, iat ‘
improv Te ith i1-
able r ’ ul te
soluti bt 8 0 ding

population growth.

In conclusion, the most
immediate problems attributed to
excess population could be solved

1living.
Population growth occurs

when birth rates are higher than

resources to growing food. Less power-
ful groups in society fear that birth
rates will be lowered by more powerful
groups arbitrarily preventing them
from having children. Villagers in
India, for example, believing a rumor
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that the visiting sterilization team was
going to forcibly sterilize all men with
more than two children, attacked the
team with hoes and shovels, and had to be
put down by the local guard. Blacks

i{n this country fear that, if there is a
sterilizing virus in the water, the
antidote will be handed out the same way
draft exemptions are. Proposed involun-
tary reductions in birth rates raise many
ethical questfons and arouse resis-

tance that may lead to anarchy. So we
must turn our attention to voluntary
programs for reducing birth rates.

The most widely favored of such
programs are family planning programs,
which make contraceptives available
and encourage people to use them,

Such programs have. rarely resulted in
significant decreases in birth rates,
In India and Egypt, high birth rates
persist, despite extensive programs
involving many clinics.18 Taiwan is
often cited as a success story for such
programs, even though the decline in
birth rates began twelve years before
the family planning program began.1

For Taiwan, as for almost all
countries where birth rates have fallen
significantly, the time of declining
birth rates coincides with the:period
of late industrialization for that
country.20
the number of children decreases because
parents begin to plan family size and
begin to use contraception effectively.
This occurs partly because children
"cost”' more: urbanization limits space
and eliminates field work as a use for
child labor; increased mechanization
of the factory replaces the demand for
unskilled child labor with a demand
for educated adult labor. Also, as
industrialization progresses, attitudes
change from fatalism and the
sense of being part of nature, to more
planning and manipulative attitudes.

—
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During late industrializationm,
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How long do such changes take?-
In Western Europe, where family "
planning couples had to master the
rather difficult method of withdrawal
(coitus interruptus), the transition
from high to low birth rates took
approximately fifty-five years. In
Japan the same transition took about
¢hirty yeara.?Z This was apparently
accelerated by the recent availabdliey
of abortion and the loop, both of which
make small demands on the regularity ‘
of the novice family planner. Thus
family planning programs could facili-
tate the transition to low birth ratca,
particularly if they would support '
abortion rather than condemn it.
However such programs can help people
to have fewer children only if they
want fewer children and if they believe
in the effectiveness of contraception
enough to practice 1it, Such changes
in people's attitudes have previously
occurred with the socioeconomic changes
brought about by late industrialization.

We have already argued that
economic development could occur i1if
there were a major reallocation of
resources for this purpose. low we
argue that such economic development
would be the best way of bringing a
major reduction in birth rates in the
Third World. Making sufficient
resources available for economic develop-
ment would involve considerable cost to
those currently in power in this and
many other countries. So this solution
to population problems will prove to
be ephemeral and impractical unless we
can bring about a shift of power to new
leaders, leaders who would make the
necessary large reductions in profits
and military spending to free the re-
sources needed for economic development
and food production, Such leaders would
also support govermments in other
countries devoted to development rather
than upper class interest.
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One further problem remains:
even in most industrialized countries
birth rates still exceed death rates,
so that populations are expected to
double about every ninety years. This
growth rate, though relatively slow,
represents a potentially significant
drain on world resources, since our per
capita consumption of materials ts 80"
high (four times as much grain,2
fifteen times as much steel®” per U.S.

resident as for the average resident
of an underdeveloped country). For
the most part, continued population
growth 1s not due to a failure to
practice contraception effectively.
Rather, the average American couple
wants three children, when an average
of only 2.2 children/couple 1is
required for maintaining a stable

population.26 geventy percent of the
births which are in excess of this
required 2.2 children/couple occur

in middle class families, only thirty
percent in poor families; Catholic
families contribute no more than
Protestant families on the average.
Thus typical couples must somehow be
motivated to want fewer children. The
most optimistic possibility 1s to
provide opportunities for alternative
adult activities that are meaningful .-
and rewarding so that couples will
want fewer children to allow more

time for these other activities, A
beginning of this possibility is seen -
in the smaller families borne by college-
educated or employed women,

In conclusion, current
population growth presents us with two
alternatives. We can be spurred by the
difficulties to restructure our societies
to provide the material needs of all
and encourage adult non-procreative
creativity, so that quality of life goes
up ard birth rates come down. Or we can

\O

continue our present course to ever-

increasing hunger, rebellion, repression

and destruction of our earth's resources.
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Editor's Note---This is a book
review of Bernard Berelson, editor,
. New York:

Several centuries ago, elites
ruled by divine right. "They were able to
exercise their power with little regard
for justification of their authority.
Since the advent of democratic institu-
tions in many parts of the world, it has
been necessary for the rulers to take
more cognizance of the ruled, After all,
if the people saw that their leaders
were not governing in the people's
interest, they could vote the leaders out.

However, reality is considerably
more complicated. Often those in power
have a great deal of influence over the
information and communication patterns of
a society. One favorite method used by
those in power has been to raise false
issues with the electorate. A false
issue 1is one that has nothing to do with
the general welfare of a population, but
1s raised in order to divert attention
from the basic contradiction of elite
domination and the basic economic and
social interests of the common man.
International wars, ethnic and racial
prejudice, and appeals to old virtues are

typical examples of the false 1ssues raised

by those in economic and political power.

It is perhaps reflective of the
advanced state of the art that it has
presently become popular to even use real
issyes as false issues. Perhaps the most
conspicuous example of this pattern has
been the cry for "law and order",

Certainly the prevalence of crime and
the safety of the citizenry is a real
issue, but it has been used as a smoke
screen tactic in order to confuse the
voters rather than focus upon the basic
causes of this most serious problem.

It 1s becoming increasingly -
clear that the issue of birth control
or family planning is being transformed
from a real issue into another false
ijssue. Almost no responsible social
scientist will deny that growth in
population size and changes in popula-
tion distribution and composition pose
important pr s for socilety to
face., TFew e ed persons today would
want to deny ican or foreign -§
ochildren the right to space or limit
births through contraceptive devices.
But the present concern for population
problems at home and abroad by the
U.S. government and foundations is
quickly becoming a smoke screen tactic.
Population is now being blamed as
the sole cause for most of the ills
of the world -- poverty, low economic
growth rates, air and water pollution.
Rather than confront the social struc-
tural causes of these problems, U.S.
elites are increasingly discovering
that "population" 1s a neat escape valve.
Family plapning programs cost little
money, and they call for no change in
soclal structural relationships at
home or abroad.

The appearance of a recent
book, edited
by Be her
evidence that the population crisis



has already become a false issue. The
book is a collection of articles on family

plann at a g di
rathe profess .
volum ted as of s in
the F es of t of ica.

The book consists of 26 articles on a

iles, ieve
ulati ts e c
~Tlopm wel £
=ind. alJ

ugh the liberal
rraceptives?
his assistance in

gain his wealth
personal use of
Rockefeller reca

Rockefeller family, presently earms
52 per cent of its profits from foreign
investment, What proportion of these
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foreign profits ‘ever return to the

native countries, in the form of family

planning aid or other assistance?
Jowa D.'s concern is similar to that
ol other ph ropists who are
flpancing £ planning abroad.
For the U.S omy as a whole,
profits from foreign investments
have jncreased from about 10 percent
in 1250 to nearly 22 percent in
1964. Economic growth in the develop-
ing countries might have risen
faster had these profits remained .
abroad, Historically, population
grovth rates have dropped as a.
result of economic development.
While financial assistance from
the relatives of U.S. corporate
enterprise should not be rejected
out of hand, it is important to look
beyond immediate rhetoric to see
whose interest is being served.

The articles on specific
countries are all rather optimistic.
Programs in Japan, South Korea,

a e, India

y ico,

a ted States
e nals of ¢

each country, It is good to see
that the usual academic imperialism
did not lead to Americans telling
us about the rest of the world.
Most of the authors feel that
family planning programs will lead
to lower growth rates and a better
l1ife., The size of these programs
can generally be predicted by

the political nature of the govern-
ment: The more right wing the

discussion of the effect of

legalized abortion. Most scholars
would agree that the steep drop in
Japan's birth rate has been associated

)
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with a legalization of abortion.. It would
also have been interesting if articles on
China and North Vietnam had been included,
for comparative purposes if nothing else.
The usual estimate of the crude birth

rate in China 1s 34/1,000 which is
considerably less than most other develop-
ing nations. - North Vietnam has the

lowest birth rate in Asia, significantly
lower than South Vietnam. Could these

low birth rates have anything to do with
recent social structural changes in the
socleties? We will leave this as a

future question for research.

" The article on the United States
by Leslie Corsa contains the usual over-
emphasis on population factors as the
source of all mankind's 1lls. Dr. Corsa
says ‘More and more Americans are recogniz-~
ing that population size, distribution
and density are critical underlying
causes of many present American problems
such as air and water pollution, urban
decay, and inadequacies of transportation,
higher education, health services, and
recreation space." He does not point
out that these problems, especially
population density and distribution,
may be functions of the economic and
political organization of the country.

In another article on the
making and marketing of birth-control
products, we learn that the contraceptive
industry is a very profitable one. In

fact, the "potential market of Asia, Africa,

the Near, Middle and Far East, and Latin
America 1s walting to be tapped with these
new products...”" So our altruistic
endeavors in fertility control can be
rather profitable at the same time...how
delightful!

The last section of the book is
devoted to the programs of U.S. philan-
thropic foundations and national
governments, It is interesting to note
that Sweden shortly hopes to devote 1%
of her gross national product to foreign
aid. At present, Sweden allocates 50
percent of its development aid through
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multi-lateral mechanisms to insure
no political strings are attached.
The article on the U.S. program cites
the expanding role of our assistance
in wvorld-wide family planning
programs. -This fact is important
because aid for family planning has
been increasing at the expense of
technical aid. Per capita, we give
one-tenth as much foreign economic
aid as Sweden. And U.S. foreign aid
i{s at its lowest level in 20 years.
Thus, it seems that our govermment
has accepted family planning
agsistance as a cheap solution to the
problems of the developing nations.
This type of aid also poses little
threat to our corporate .and military
empire. Economic competitors will
not be created to challenge humani-

tarians such as John D. Rockefeller ITI.

The last article by Bernard
Berelson is so balanced that it
appears out of place in the book. He
cites evidence both pro and con on the
economic and political issues in
fertility. Berelson is one of the few
active family planners who could be
described as both intgllectually
smart and honest. Is it possible
that men like Berelson can redirect
policy toward a more realistic and
rational direction? . Or, will he
serve as an academic spokesman for
the creation of another false issue
by the economic and political elites
of the day?

Concerned Demography welcomes
manuscripts from all corners of the
academic ind political spectrum.
Footnotes and references are not
encouraged because they clutter up
the pages.
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Editor's Note---This is a book
review of Robert E. L. Faris, Chicago
: 1920-1932. San Francisco:
r ishing Co., 1967.

Once upon a time, there was a
perspective in population studies and
sociology known as human ecology. Formu-

lated in the 1920's and 1930's by such men

as Robert Park, Ernest Burgess and

R. D. McKenzie, human ecology was parti-
cularly interested in the symbolic and
real role that territory and space played
in the organization of society, particu-

larly urban society. The human ecologists

also argued that social organization
micht be affected by aggregate or col-
imntive forces such as technology,
er-'ronment and population size and
cenonsition. Eventually, that perspec-
tZ:> practically died out for three
rozaoms. Today, only a few scholars

aroind the country still keep the faith,

T¢» “irst reason for human ecology's decline
1-+ +n the attacks launched against it.

A~ - '.an social scientists decided

1:: 2 yidually and collectively that the

o~ i=ation of society could be under-
sv- - »nly by investigating the reported

a2t = .8 or characteristics of individuals.
I: - .nclear how they reached this con-

clusion, except perhaps by visions, since
they never cited much evidence to prove
their points. The second reason lay in
the fact that many human ecologists were
embarrassed by these attacks. Rather
than do battle, they quietly crawled

off into the never-never land of Guttman
scaling and psychological factors. The
final reason stemmed from the fact

that foundations and the feds have always

been much more willing to support individual

than ecological research. The reason why
will become clear shortly.

Human ecology is now back "in"
in American social science, but in a
very different form. Most of the thought
of today's noted human ecologists such as
Roger Revelle of BHarvard bears little

F:‘c>k36;r‘x‘
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resemblance to the ideas of the early
members of the Chicago school.
Today's "new" human ecologists on the
whole are more concerned with urging
us to clean up our backyard garbage
rather than understanding the collec-
tive forces which lead to a '"garbage"
society. They posit various causes
of environmental problems but make
little effort to verify thelr effects.
In other words, human ecology today
is an ideology of concern with society
rather than a concerned approach to the
study of society.

For those among the dying
remnants of the "old" human ecology,
a reading of Faris' lively account
of the Chicago school in the 1920's
and 1930's can only evoke images of a
creative sociology and population
studies that-might-have-been. The
Faris book actually covers the entire
spectrum of intellectual interests in
the department, but a large number of
those perspectives were crucially
related to human ecological thought.
These Chicago human ecologists com-
bined imagination, intellectual
brilliance, social concerns and a deer
desire to investigate actively the
causes of social organization. But
their enterprise was clearly doomed
from the start. As a means of justify-
ing the existence of our free enterpriss
society, our institutions of social
control such as universities have
relentlessly hammered home the point
that all social phenomena can be
understood only in individual terms.
For instance, we are told repeatedly
that slums result from the laziness,
poor education and lack of achieve-
ment motivation among slum dwellers.
Park and Burgess would tell us that
slums result from the nature of our
free enterprise society. If you want
reading the
Faris book or Park and Burgess in the
original some day. In any case,

Rowerl

if the mass of the American population

ever understood that social problems result
from the organization of the social system,

our dominant elites might be threatened.
In truth, a human ecology in the Park
end Burgess tradition will never be al-
lowed to grow in presently organized
America. But hopefully, there will be
a faithful few who will keep alive the
threads of their thought in the hope of
a better day, and a new society.

As Faris' book makes clear,
the Chicago ecologists were profound
optimists on the nature of American
society. They saw it as a rather
boundless land of opportunity where
all segments would eventually be assimi-
lated into one big, happy family. Thelr
optimism was rather incompatible with
their basic theoretical formulations.
Theilr image of capitalist soclety as
basically competitive and ruthless
could only lead to the intellectually
consistent conclusion that those who
"had" would continue to have and those
who were "out" would continue to be
out. The only way that Park and
Burgess could justify American society
involved the use of "culture" or
cooperation as a superstructure over the
all-pervading conflict. This vague,
semantic device seemed to be little more
than an attempt by Park and Burgess to
Justify their ideological beliefs. But
then, one can hardly blame them for
failing to come to the realization of we
younger ''0ld" ecologists. After all, we
young ecologists are children of a
society which has rapidly been striped
bare of 1ts candy cane cover.

The Chicago ecologists were
hardly bad guys for their -day, neverthe-
less. Where Robert Park left shaving
Cream in his ear and didn't knot his tie,
most of us today don't bother to shave
or wear ties. Where Park believed in
actively working for raclal opportunity
through the NAACP, we younger ecologists

2\

chr\( ( continue C)L\)

have much more sympathy for the Black
Panthers. Where Park wanted to help
solve the urban crisis of his day by
supplying public officials with the
results of his studies, we ecologists
of today know that our urban crisis
will be solved only by replacing our
public officials, by overturning our
whole social system. ‘

© ' ‘Faris' book tells it like
it was, to coin a modern term. - We
find out how classic sociological
studies were formulated and carried
out, We find out that Park was
usually late for supper. We find out
about the ecology of the Social
Science Building at Chicago which
resulted in Park and Burgess sharing
an office together. How rich we are
for that chance event.

Will the same type of book
ever be written about a current
population studies center or depart-
ment of sociology? Will it be worth
writing?
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departuen: needs a set of priorities so
that the student 1s not entirely depen-
dent on hirrelf or chance for exposure
to the adninistrative and research tools
he can v+: cn the job. While neither

s*ulonts .t faculty can always predict
v . traisics will be most useful in the
{. we, the student can sensc the quality
¢ ¢ ~shatever tre‘ning he is getting and

¢ : tapable ¢f making reasonable demands
=a e weat that tzaining should be.

U. <> now, nere s% Pittsburgh, gaining
insight im ©¢he c¢i~ssroom or having a
valuable research experience, not to.
mention the non-existent field place-
ment, has been mostly a matter of taking

pot luck,
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Within demography, it would
seem appropriate that the Population
Association of America set up a special
committee to study the feasibility of

L2

training more Afro-Americans as scholars
in demographic studies. Demographers
have long been interested in the study
of race relations, partially to obtain
data which could be used in the solution
of race problems, Quite appropriately,
demographers could now take the lead in
removing racism from universities.

In terms of training
students, blacks or whites, demography -
is in a particularly plush situation,
The recent interest in the population
explosion has led to larg ts of
foundation and government being
made available to population study
centers. It would seem very feasible
to divert some of the bounteous funds
to the training of more Afro-Americans
in demography. -Since there is generally
a shortage of graduate students interestac
in studying demography, it would seem
reasonable for population studies centers
to actively recruit among Afro-Americans.
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During most of its more than 30
year history, the Population Association
of America has been a small club of persons
interested in demographic studies. But in -
the past few years, the membership and
attendance at annual conventions have grown
into the hundreds. And the growing
interest in population suggests that the
profession and organization will grow even
more rapidly in the years ahead. Ye are
faced, indeed, with a demographer explosion.

Through most of its history, the
PAA has faced the future and the society
about it with timidity. Now, in this
transitional period of growth concerned
members of the PAA must attempt to change
the tenor of the PAA so that it actively
discusses and confronts the numerous
social issues of the day, which are
relevant to demographers, population
studies, and society at large.

Within the PAA, annual meetings
have invariably consisted of papers omn
narrowly focused substantive topics., The
journal of the Association, Demography, also
reflects this narrow viewpoint., The PAA
has rarely attempted to entertain
discussion of the role of the social
scientist as researcher and advocate,

of the political implications of
demographic research activity, and of
the proper relationship between the
scholar and established institutions
of society. Furthermore, the organi-
zation has infrequently entertained -
discussion of the underlying values
of American social scientists.
This year, following the founding
of Concerned Demographers, the PAA
convention nrogram indicates a
broader concern with some of these
often neglected topics.

Organizationally, the PAA
has fought the increasing trend for
derocratic participation in the
United States. While the organiza-
tion has never considered itself
solely "professional," it excludes
student members from voting privilegss.
Any other person interested in popu-
lation, regardless of his training,
is permitted a vote. Students,
because they are students, are
also excluded from any voice in the
board of directors and the operation
of PAA publications.

It its relationships with
society, the PAA has been an active
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advocate of the established order while
denying its role just as actively.
Various committees of the PAA are clearly
intertwined with govermmental agencies
such as the Census Bureau and the Agency
for International Development and semi-
governmental agencies such as the Ford
Foundation and the Population Council.
These ties, i1f not always overt, have
been implicit in that demographers

from these agencies are almost always
included on PAA committees. Through its
various ties with these organizationms,
the PAA has thus been involved politi-
cally.

Among the PAA's more active
recent societal involvements has been
co-sponsorship with the Ford Foundation
of a special issue of Demography in
1968 which basically was a propaganda
sheet for the A.I.D.-Nixon position on
why family planning is needed around the
world. This position basically argues
that family planning, rather than social
structural change, is the prerequisite
to economic development., While the
PAA board of directors later officially
disaffiliated themselves from the point
of view of the issue, it is ludicrous
to believe that they did not know about
it beforehand. 1In the past year, the
PAA has also been one of the most active
lobbies against any changes in questions
or procedures for the 1970 Census. lany
relevant issues about the census had been
raised by congressmen who are strong
civil libertarians. There 1is some
question whether the so-called census
guarantee of anonymity is credible with
the present Nixon administration and
Justice Departme g to
enact anti-civil legislation
almost daily.

Political positions by an
organization are not suspect; statements
of being 'value free'" and non-partisan
are hypocritical.

Our desires for a more open
and wide-ranging PAA stem from our
analysis of soclety. We make no bones
about our values, We are women and men
of the left, who believe in the development
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of a more egalitarian and democratic
social structure at home and the
encouragement of social revolution

and economic development abroad. We
see an unrepresentative and imperialis-
tic government as a primary obstacle

to these changes. Just as the leader-

. ship of the PAA sees us a threat to

their sinecures with the govermment
and foundations, we see these tiles as
part of a much larger social structure
vhich 1s non-responsive to societal
demands at home and abroad.

To hope that the PAA will
become a serious agent of change in
our society 1s a foolish dream. After
all, most PAA members benefit from
the current social structure in terms
of very high salaries, consulting
fees and prestige. The most we can
expect is the perpetual raising of
issues in the PAA so that the
established PAA scholars are con~
tinually forced to(justify themselves.
In the process, we may convince some
of the older and many of the younger
demographers that the established role
of the PAA is not necessarily the
correct one,

We do not want to make the
PAA into a political organization,
ready and willing to take stands on
every issue, We see the PAA as
primarily an organization of scholars.
We do believe, however, that it is
reasonable to seek PAA stands on
{ssues which are directly relevant to
the functioning of the scholarly
community, are consistent with basic
American values, and are supported
by a clear majority of the members.
The delineation of "appropriate arezs'
is a pressing issue which should be
debated openly.

Because we believe in
peaceful change, Concerned Demographers
are committed to working within the
established framework of American
society, no matter how undemocratic
it often may be. Violent revolut{ion
in this country, without the
of the mass of the neople, is
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conceptions about the nature of their

organization.

In this Atlanta convention,
Concerned Demographers will b ing
proposals which represent our s of a
relevant PAA, Most of these sals are

discussed at other points in this issue of
Conc For the first time,
the to give full voting
power to student members, who are as
deeply involved in scholarly activities

as many regular members. This request
will be in the form of a constitutional
amendment. The convention will also be
asked to pass three resolutions directly
pertaining to the conduct of demographic
education and research. Ome will call for
more student participation in planning
their educational training:; a second will
urge population centers to seek more
students from minority group backgrounds:
and a third will condemn all security tests
for government employees.,

Two imnportant paper-giving
sessions will also be held. Ome,
Demographic Ethics, is scheduled for a
Thursday afternoon session‘ the other,
Evaluations of Current Trends in
Demography, will be held on Friday

oon. Two o ers in
ession will ncerned
aphers. Un re papers

not be obta

An important step in discussing
some of the issues involving the relation-
ship of the demographer to the larger
society would be establishment of a regu-’
lar journal for this purpose. This
journal, perhaps published once or twice
a year, could contain several articles on
the current state of demographic education,
the role of the demographer in govermment,
and the uses of demographic research. Some
professional assoclations such' as the
American Sociological Association already

have such publications. Some persons
might argue that PAA Affairs already
£111s this role. However, this
publication does not permit a full
discussion of various issues.
Concerned Demographers also

. will eventually propose the establish-

ment of Poor People's Advisory
Committees which would meet with
various civil rights, minority and
lower income groups to find out their
needs for research information and
how the PAA might facilitate necessary
studies. This committee would be
analogous to the current PAA group
which advises the Census Bureau on

institutions of society.
Obviously, most of these

hopefully, with perpetual prodding

from the concerned few now in the PAA,
anization will itself from
as the servant e established
in society to on of itself
limited force e liberation

of man.



Moyrihan: The facts Moyaihar T\r\;, Man

Daniel Patrick Moynihan in his
recent memo to President Nixon claimed
that '"the American Negro 1is making
extraordinary progress" and proposed that
"the time may have come when the issue of
race could benefit from a period of
benign neglect." Here i1s an analysis of
some of Moynihan's arguments in the memo.
The data are drawn from a recent report
of the Current Population Survey, "The
Social and Economic Status of Negroes in
the United States, 1969":

1. Income. In his memorandum
to the President, Moynihan states '"the
nineteen sixties saw the great breakthrough
for blacks. A third (32%) of all families
of Negro and other races earned $8000, or
more as compared, 1n constant dollars, to
15Z in 1960." The data suggest that
this statement is true. Blacks, indeed,
have made absolute gains during the past
decade. This analysis, however, is
incomplete and terribly misleading.
Absolute levels must be studied in
reference to their complimentary
statistic, the racial differential.
Moynihan refuses to deal with this fact.

Negro progress when looked at in
this light is more suspect. The difference
between the per cent of white families and
of black families who earned $8000
increased during the decade, (24% to 26%)
Furthermore, the difference in median
family income increased from $3063 in
1960 to $3347 in 1968. In additionm,
Moynihan neglects to look at the lower
end of the income scale where 457 of the
black families earmed less than $5000,
(237% less than $3000). Moynihan also
might have noted such qualifying facts as
that in a tvpical middle income category
(around $7000) it took three earners in
a Negro family to equal one earmer in a
comparable white family.

Census and Labor Department
statisticians who prepared the source
report were especially upset with one
statement Iin the memorandum -- that
"outside the South, young husband-wife
families have 997 of the income of
whites," Moynihan should have noted that
this was true of only 135,000 out of 1.5
million non-Southern Negro families.

Is Daniel Patrick Moynihan
Just a buffoon who should be laughed
off as a harmless scatter-brain? Or
is Pat Moynihan the symbol, writ bold,
of the misuses of American social
science in the 1960's and 1970's?

For those who believe in
Pat Moynihan the buffoon, there 1is
plenty of evidence to support their
position. The most recent plece is
the now infamous memorandum to Nixon
which advocated a period of "benign
neglect'" in race relations due to
the "extraordinary progress' in the
60's of the Negro population. Who
else but Pat could see the "alarming
rate of fires" in ghetto areas as
the most serious urban problem of the
day? Who else could believe that
income figures for less than one-
eleventh of the black populattion
represented the total situation of
blacks in this country? Moynihan
pointed out that the incomes of young
husband-wife families in the non-
South were on the average 99 per
cent that of whites. He did not
mention that average Negro family
income is still only three-fifths
that of white income. The continuing,
distressing situation of blacks in
America is documented by the most
recent current population surveys of
the Census Bureau.

For those who believe in
Pat Moynihan as the personification
of American social science, there is
also plenty of evidence to support
their position. Pat does not
represent the views or the style of
the overvwhelming majority of American
social scientists. But he does
represent the views of the social
sclentists who invariably manage to
gain fame and fortune and entry into
the halls of power. Moynihan is just
another in a long line of "experts"
such as Seymour Martin Lipset,
Edward Banfield and Daniel Bell,
whose ideas, cloaked in the jargonese
of social scientists fit the baser
thoughts of America's power brokers,
Marty Lipset, after looking at a few

The Focdts...

hardly well deserved. While it is true

that the rate of Negro unemployment has
recently declined, this change represents

a secular trend for the entire society.

That blacks continued to have twice the
unemployment rate of whites is the important
statistic and should not be hidden by
meaningless rhetoric.

Moynihan's statement that
black occupational status "improved
dramatically" is also mysterious.

During the decade blacks increased by

2% as a per cent of all professional

and technical workers, 3% as a per cent
of all teachers, and 1% as a per cent of
all managers, officials and proprietors.
To call this a dramatic improvement is
pure lunacy. Furthermore, blacks
continued to be vastly overrepresented
as a per cent of all workers in such
menial and debasing categories as un-
skilled labor (277 to 24%), private
workers (467% to 447) and waiters and
cooks (15% to 14%). These then are some
of the "quantitative" and "reliable"
data upon which Mr. Moynihan based his
suggestion for a period of benign neglect.
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attitude surveys, pointed out that the
working class, not the middle class,
was racist and anti-democratiec.
Ed Banfield has pointed out that
Negro riots result from the "animzl
instincts'" of the rioters. And
Dan Bell has assured us that every-
body 1s happy in post-industrial
society. These men, including
Moynihan, essentially distort the
desire of most social scientists to
use facts carefully in reaching con-
clusions. Why do American men of
the left never gain entry into the
halls of power, no matter how careful
their analysis?

On the face of it, Pat
Moynihan should be relegated to a
bush league college. His educational
qualifications as an urbanologist
include a Ph.D. in international
affairs. He first achieved fame as
the author of a series of anecdotes on
the New York Irish in Beyond the
Melting Pot, a book which verbally
assured us that class was unimportant
in American society. The statistics
in the book led to different con-
clusions. Pat then moved on to author
the Moynihan Report which included
some hurriedly thrown-together
statistics, drew heavily from the
ideas of E, Franklin Frazier without
footnoting them, and. then concluded
with hardly a shred of evidence that
the Negro family must be strengthened
before the Negro could achieve economic
equality with the white. More recently,
Moynihan has become the resident
"liberal" expert in the Nixon
Administration on urban problems,
which more strictly means,
WHAT TO DO ABOUT BLACKS? Moynihan's
memos are fitting into a Nixon
strategy of ignoring the plight of
the Negro in American society.

American social scientists
have felt very ambivalent about theixr
stars such as Moynihan. They are
very reticent to criticize the
Moynihans because "they're our
representatives in the White House,"

(continued p.6)
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In some ways, this is a valid point since
social scientists have rarely had a repre-
sentative in the White House. But
Moynihan, by his presence, is legiti-
mizing a view of social science as a tool
of the powers, not an independent force.
Moynihan 1is in the White House because he
is "value free," in other words, he
argues that the prevailing society is
good, and the best way to maintain a

good thing is by not attacking it.

Social scientists also tend to approve

of Moynihan because he believes that the
organization of society may be understood
empirically. The only problem with
Moynihan's viewpoint on this issue is

his lack of integrity in using statistics.
His "benign neglect" memo was an example
of the outright distortion of statistics.

American social science must
bear a measure of self-guilt for permitting
Moynihan to dance around, unchallenged.
Rather than seriously studying the rela-
tionship of the Negro family to achileve-
ment and social rank in American society,
social scientists have dragged up a few
statistics here and there to make a
few harmless comments on the Moynihan
arguments, For an example, see the
Rainwater and Yancey book on the
Moynihan controversy. The only good
research on the question has been reported
in several excellent articles by Otis
Dudley and Beverly Duncan and by Reynolds
Farley.

For the future, there are
several solutions open to concerned social
scientists who want to fight the Moynihan
syndrome.

A first step would be the
drafting of a resolution which condemns
Moynihan's recent benign neglect document
on the grounds of statistical inaccuracy,
if nothing else. Hopefully, the resolu-
tion would also condemn Moynihan for his
perversion of the goals of empirical social
analysis. Amidst all the furor over the
"benign neglect" memo, we could find
little evidence that social sclentists,
individually or collectively, responded
publicly to the Moynihan arguments.

6
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A second, and broader step,
would be a massive effort on the part
of American social scientists to
establish a Council of Social Advisers
to the President. In the rudimentary
days of social science, it is inane
to believe that any one social
scientist can know the answers, much
less the facts, about any social
issue. If nothing else, a number of
soclal science advisers would insure
that a variety of views would be
presented.

Since social scientists
must work in an atmosphere of some
detachment and intellectual freedom,
it is important that this council
have some independence from the
Executive and Legislative Branches,
much as the Judiciary. A Council of
Social Advisers might consist
(1) partially of persons appointed for
several year terms by the President
with the concurrence of Congress, and
(2) partially of persons appointed by
scholarly bodies themselves with some
sort of public approval. It should be
understood that the persons appointed
by the President would represent
various interest groups in American
society, much as the current Judiciary.
Civil rights, labor, business and '
ethnic groups should all be repiescuted
on the Council of Social Advisers.

If the government refuses
to establish such a committee, then
scholarly bodies should do so them-
selves, This could easily be
initiated and financed through the
National Academy of Sciences. A non-
goverumental comulttee could serve as
a partial check on the more outrageous
statements of Nixon underlings such
as Moynihan.

Of course, these proposals
are probably too optimistic. As long
as America maintains a tweedledum-
tweedledee political party system
in which the Democrats represent
one business group and the Republicans
represent another group, we should not

(continued p. 15)
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In recent years, the appointment
of govermmental commissions to study various
social problems such as civil rights and
disorders has been a principal means of then
ignoring the problems. oderate to liberal
citizens are appointed to the commission:
the commission reaches moderate to liberal
conclusions about necessary social changes
in this country; and then our govermmental
institutions move merrily along in their
previous paths. In general, the publication
of the reports has been taken as the
gsolution to the problems. Publication of
our guilt removes our guilt.

The recent appointment of
John D. Rockefeller III as chairman of
the President's Commission on Population
may signify a new stage in the use of
comnissions. Consistent with Rockefeller's
statements, popula;ion growth rates will be
used as the prime explanation of most of
the social problems around the world. The
cormission will conclude that growth rates
are the primary cause of slow economic
development, poverty within nations, riots,
war and whatever other 1lls afflict man,
The commission's report will then be
used to justify our inaction on tackling
the real, complex causes of these problems
around the world.

Rather than disagreeing with
current govermment programs, the commission
will decide, as Rockefeller has, that we
need more of the same, primarily family
planning. Of course, family planning has
never had more noticeable effect on
anything, much less population growth rates.

The commission under Rockefeller
will have 19 members and be given 1 1/2 to
2 years to make a report, From well
documented newspaper reports, it appears
that most of the members of the commission
will be well to the political right,
clearly far from the liberal wing of either
political party.

Rockefeller's attitudes on
population are indicated by a 1966 state-
ment in the book
Population Progr icago
Press): '...no program i1s more urgently
important to the well-being of mankind
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than the limitation of population
growth, It is a world problem demand-
ing the attention of all nations, East
and West, large and small, developed
and developing. In many parts of the
world it obstructs much needed
economic growth even as it fosters
social unrest and political
instability.”

We have no quarrel with
Rockefeller's desire for a relatively
stable world population; but popula-
tion growth rates have very little to
do with most of the world's ills. The
real problems abroad are symbolized by
the name Rockefeller, American
industries, such as those owned by the
Rockefellers, are draining foreign
countries of their resources. They
have done little to develop native
enterprise or create local jobs
commensurate with funds invested in
the countries. In fact, the appoint-
ment of Rockefeller serves as a slap
in the face to people around the world
who are trying to resist U.S. exploita-
tion.

The Rockefellers can also
claim a great deal of credit for our
problems of poverty at home. Their
annual incomes, as those of the other
wealthy families in this country,
could remove thousands of persons
from poverty. When 5 per cent of the
populatior. controls more than 20 per
cent of the income, some part of the
population must be relatively poor.
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The first of these resolutions
would have the PAA encourage training
programs in population studies to
actively seek Black Americans and other
members of American minorities as
potential students., Although Blacks
constitute over 107 of the American
population, they are only about 3% of
all academics. As a field that has
pioneered in the scientific study of
race relations, Demography should be at
the forefront of those disciplines which
seek out Afro-Americans as potential
scholars. Not only would such an
effort be a minor contribution in creat-
ing greater opportunity in our society,
but it also might increase the potential
for more Insightful research. The
experience of being black would probably
give added insights and awareness into
the experiences of minority status
which might lead to more fruitful
research,

To say that the criterion of
race is irrelevant for recruitment to
our profession is to discriminate because
our society is already organized on the
basis of race. The number of Black
Americans-and other minority group members
who would seek out demography as their
vocation through normal channels 1is
woefully small, The PAA must encourage
all institutions which offer training
population students to actively search
for Black Americans and other minority
group members,

Recently, a minor scandal arose
when it was discovered that the Department

of Health, Education and Welfare maintained the University of Wisconsin,

a blacklist of American scholars who were
Jjudged suspect because of their political
beliefs., Because of this many respected
academics were ineligible to serve on
advisory committees or as consultants

for the Department of HEW. Among the
crimes of these scholars was participation
in teach-ins against the Vietnam War.
Although the Department of HEW claims to
have destroyed its blacklist, it is common
knowledge that other government depart-
ments and agencles require security checks

for many appointments. These political

test re 1ly un itu al, and
are rl ontra ac ic

free . e the to emn
all ur cks a 1lit tests

by the federal government.

The third resolution to be
“introduced would have the PAA
encourage training centers which offer
graduate education in population
studies to give students a significant
voice in the organization and planning
of their educational program.

This would not imply that
students could infringe upon
professors’ freedom to teach or to
do research. But most students have
some knowledge of their future goals
and interests, and should have.some say
in the planning of their educational
program of courses and research oppor-
tunities. The exact mechanisms for
increased student participation should
be left to the students and faculty of
each institution to work out together.
It seems that a more democratic organi-
zation of the academic community
would enhance the educational process
as well as the necessary trust between
students and teachers.
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Editor's Note---We hope to print a
rcpresentative sample of the letters to
Concerned Demogravhv. So far, most of
our mail has been favorable, Since the
primary goal of is
to serve as an educational forum, we
encourage those with differing viewpoints
to send us their comments.

To the Editor:

I read your first issue of
Concerned with great
interest, and I am enclosing a donation
of two dollars, I had discussed the
sessions which your group 1s sponsoring
at an earlier time with Dan Price, and I
am pleased that he has them all lined up.

My own feeling 1s that one of
the great failings of demography is
the lack of theory which connects
demographic findings with social struc-
ture and social change. I also share
your concern that demographic research
is not presented in ways the public can
understand. There are media, however,
that are open to Intelligent debate and
I urge your members to use them, as well
as submitting articles for Demography.

I look forward to seeing you
in Atlanta. If I can be of any
asslistance to you, please let me know.

One final suggestion.

Perhaps it might be useful if your
group surveyed black organizations as
to their needs for demographic informa-
tion. If they have not been properly
consulted, as 1s suggested in Concernmed
Demography, you could accomplish a very
useful task.

Everett S. Lee
September 30, 1969

To the Editor:
Good luck with Concerned
Demography. You are on the right track,

A. J. Jaffe
Columbia University
October 14, 1969
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To the Editor:

I recently received my first
copy of Conce . It is
the worst piece of antiintellectual
propaganda I have ever had the
missfortune to read. National circulaticn
of such trash does a disservice to your-
self, the field of demography, and the
University of Wisconsin.

Remove my name immediately
from your mailing list.

Thomas E. Steahr
The Univ. of North Carolina
December 12, 1969

To the Editor:

You kindly gent me the
December copy of _Demography.
On the front page there is a casual
reference to "the proposals of the
eugenics movement." The inference
which follows seems to me unjustifiable
today, although it is widely put for-
ward by many "advanced" liberals.

In saying that the inference
you draw 1is incorrect, I am presuming
vhat the American Eugenics Society 1s
the major and authoritative representa-
tive of eugenics in this country. It
has been in existence over fifty years.
Its journal, , has a
circulation Its member-
ship is drawn entirely from medicine
and public health and scientists in the
flelds of genetics, demography, anthro-
pology, psychology, and other related
disciplines.

For many years the position of
the American Eugenics Society has been
that there 1s little if any scientific
data on average capacity for intelli-
gonce between different racial, social,
or economic groups in this country,
though it is evident that, 1f there are
rsuch differences, in average capacity,
they are small. On the other hand,
there are known large and measurable
differences in genetic capacity between
individuals and individual family stocks
within all of the larger groups of the
population, and it is to the change in

R ecader Resgonze...

fre of individual types within
gro which we must look for genetic
{mp nt.

Considering that some 2% of our
population is born with more or less
serious genetic defects, and that a
considerable portion of the low 1.Q.'s
found in all sections of the population
have a genetic base, we believe the
subject 1s Iimportant enough to be
properly. presénted and 1n this we beg
your assistance.

Frederick Osborn
American Eugenics Society, Inc.
. December~11, 1969

Editor's Note-- in
no way meant- to attack the American
Eugenics Society. As we pointed out in
the article, however, many. individual
eugenicists have advocated sterilization
of the poor and blacks.. Quite simply, we
oppose this position, as the American
Eugenics Society does,

To the Editor:

-Read Vol. 1 #2 today and
liked it very much, especially the
article "Population -~ The Second Front."
I am new to demography and am surprised
and happy to see this kind of analysis
being applied.

Lorenz J, Finison
Columbia University
December, 1969

To the Editor: ‘ ‘
I have just finished reading
Vol. 1, No. 2 of Concerned Demography,
which I found both interesting and
hel:ful, I look forward to future issues,
ar.. would like to help them along, at
le: : to the extent of becoming a "paid"
sul.- 2% iber,

With best regards,

Thomas K. Burch

Georgetown University
December 11, 1969

To the Editor:
Good Luck.

James Beshers
Queens College
December, 1969

To the Editor:

I agree with you; the
profession needs a publication like
yours. Enclosed is my contribution
toward that end. Please putame on °
your mailing list. ,

With best wishes for success,

Murray Gendell
Georgetown University
December 17, 1969

To the Editor:

Some useful functlions can be
performed by your new journal and I look
forward to seeing the hext two 1issues.

Charles B. Nam
The Florida State University
December 22, 1969

To the Editor:

With the hope that your
editorial matter will come up to the
properly high standards which you set
for books reviewed.

Conrad Taeuber
Hyattsville, Md.
December, 1969

To the Editor:

Thank you very much for a
welcome critique of the field, and my
heartiest wishes of a successful
enterprise, I look forward to further
communications.

Barbara Lee Heyns
Harvard University
December, 1969
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To the Editor: I recently saw & copy of
"roncerned Demography" and was extremely
interested in what it had to say. The

unthinking enthusiasm of many of thcse who

view fanily planning programs as a
necessity and/or solution to the probleus
of the world certainly must be challenged.
I an a demographer working in family
planning evaluation at the Nationali

Communicable Disease Center (odd'y =mcugh,.

end am often of the opinion that many of
thosa medical people in family planaing,
although sincere and wzll-meaniug, have
l1ittle background knowledge iu cemography,
soclology, ecology, statistics, or any
other such discinline. This may make it
Aifficult for tbem to place their efforts
in an intellectual framework which might
enable them to examine their views more
objectively.

Warner Tillack

Family Planning Evaluation

National Communicabli~ Diseasa
Center

Tebruary 12, 1$70

To the Editor: Keep up the good work!

Mason Taylor
University of Kentucky

To the Editor: With much pleasure 1
teceive your successive 1ssues, but alcc
with a fundamental criticism,

Demography as a humanistic
discipline comes very close to question-
ing the purposes and aims of our being.
It is to be taken more seriously than
many another discipline requiring similax
or greater amounts of intellect.

ry
ly r , but
- with them rather jestfully, much
-adays nearly everything 1s
' ;ed as a mere matter of fun,

The February article on
nollution for instence, might have in-
cluded coisiderations of semantic
pollution, of all the existing polluzicas
the most serious. We are expoged to so
many nolses, most of them irrelevant and
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many of them only peiipheral. o 2ur
beinz. The more ic Delng puplished,
and Concerned Demography adds tc
pub ic the
sementic pollution. Public news med’a
confuse our thinking because tloy
systematically fail to distinguish
between the important and the trivial.
For wurpcses of clear thinking, s
racical distinction must be made.
Demography is such a serious subject,
thut should leave
«he jokesters doing their jckes
(presumsbly mostly for their s2lf-
apiszuse) and attack fundamental issuws.

Another 1issue being i:Inted
at, and quite correctly, is the need
J¢r come rather fuadamental change,
It: is to be doubted whether this can
be well brought about while maintaining
our thought slong traditional lines
oS political theory. 1t is not simply
a political matter, but one much deeper.

Ever since the eighteenth
century the Occident, and eventually
‘the world, has gone through a sequence
of "revolutions": scientific; agrarian;
pnlitical; industrial; social;
economic; cultural; etc. Time has
come for a more radical revolutionm,
nos3ibly less painful than some of
the preceding ones, each of which has
been disappointing. Time is at harnd
to undergo a o
concerning the human stand 'n life,
and the fundamental lines of thought
apt to promote it, Cultural, political,
economic, etc. revolutions may follcw
once the basic thinking has become
aore fundamental,

Thanking you for this
opportunity, yours sincerely,

(pseudonym): Witness
March 7, 1970

To the Editor: While I have enjoyec
reading recent issues of your
publication, I am dismayed by the
lack of attention to one of the most
pressing issues for all demographers:

Rea der Response

they are freed from the degradation of
peing a baby producing machine,

I have also noticed that all
three editors of your issues have been
men. The executive editor, Ezekiel Cumings,
ig also male. This discrimination against
women 1s indicative of the general situation
{n demography and social sciences, where
women are permitted to be clerical assis-
tants but rarely are seen in the classroom,
Are half the papers at this year's convention
given by women? I bet that half of the
work was done by women clerical assistants.

Carrie Nation
March 3, 1970

Editor's Note---We apologize to Miss Nation
(pseudonym) for our neglect of women. You
will note that a woman, Norma F. Nager,

is editor of this issue. We agree with

the importance of liberating women from

the child-bearing role. We would also

like to know why so few women ever give
papers at the PAA meeting,
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to Convention '70

For many students, who aspire to
be "professional demographers," the annual
convention of the Population Assoclation of
America 1s a very exciting and bewildering
event, indeed. The convention 1s exciting
because this is the aspiring student's
first opportunity to rub shoulders with
the "stars'" of the profession. And who
knows, perhaps a fat job with the Agency
for International Development (A.I.D.) or
the University of Michigan or Cornell or
the Census Bureau awaits the student who
knows how to rub shoulders properly.
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The convention, howewver, may
be quite bewildering because the
stars are apt to ignore you, the
aspiring professional. The stars
will be spending most of their time
in various booze parties. No doubt,
you will spend most of your time hear-
ing other graduate students present
boring papers or eating Southern
fried chicken at a nearby greasy
spoon restaurant.

With the hope of making
this convention a completely exciting
event for every student, we are
passing along a few tips on how to
avoid the bewilderment, on how to
recognize the stars and be recognized
yourself. Of course, the best way to
be recognized is by crashing a booze
party yourself, just as drunk as the
stars. But it 1s also helpful to
have some substance to your drunken-
ness, and that is what this article
is all about.

As a first tip, we suggest
that you stay clear of the Concerned
Demographers' crowd. This bunch of
crackpots, mostly students from
Wisconsin, Michigan and Cornell,
are here to cause nothing but trouble,
They talk loosely about "social
concern' and '"relevance," which are
anathema to the properly '"value
free" demographic star. Never mind
that many of the value-free stars
spend most of their time handing out
intra-uterine devices or advising
the President on social policy. Their
objectives and minds are clearly value
free. The Concerned Demographers
crowd may be recognized by the stars
‘but only for purposes of police
identification. At last year's
meeting, the stars of the profession
on the PAA board of directors spent
much of their meeting on how they
would handle the Concerned Demographer:
1f they got uppity. Sorry to say, the
stars never had a chance to call
the cops.



Welcome To

Now, to the substance that you
should present. There are several
positive roads to success. You must
remember that many of the stars do not
agree among themselves. Some demographic
professionals such as the A.I.D. boys are
really keen on family planning as the
panacea to the world's ills. Their
motto 1s -- Give a poor family an I.U.D.
and tomorrow they will be as wealthy as
the Rockefellers. They are concerned
with social action, but primarily to
the extent of inserting contraceptives
into ladies. Then there are the path
analysts who will primarily be discuss-
ing the possibility of putting new
variables, hopefully hypothetical,
into their path models. Their motto
is -- No residual correlation greater
than .10. The path analysts are
interested in Improving the Negro's
plight by increasing the path from their
educational achievement to their income
attainment. Then there are the econo-
metricians, who will primarily be
discussing whether achievement motivation
may be measured by marginal propensity
to save or by use of the condom. They
are primarily interested in a social
policy which 1is based on variables with
regression coefficients at least twice
their standard errors. We should also
note the "Politics of Population" clique.
This group will be Interested in hearing
azbout any new communist atrocities you
can dig up. Their motto is -- Oh, will
there ever be another czar like Alexander?

Let us take each of these groups
in turn. We will let you chose the
group with which you would like to
assoclate. Remember that association
with one group means exclusion from
the other. .

Since the A.I.D. gang is
primarily interested in contraceptives,
you sheuld stick to this subject, For
instru2, a good introductory device
is wes:ing an I,U.D, on a chain around
your neck. Walk up to an A.I.D, man and
tell him that you know of a family
planning program that reduced a population

The . . .

growth rate. You will be immediately
surrounded and bombarded with questions.
If you really sound impressive, they
will ianvite you to Washington to talk
with Pat Moynihan, Mel Laird and
maybe even the President. Perhaps a
*job advising a military dictatorship
on population will be awaiting you.
Another good conversation plece is the
suggestion that you have a new model
showing that one I.U.D. leads to more
economic development than one tractor.
Also, point out how your model shows
how the production of I.U.D.'s in
itself is a stimulant to economic
development as long as the plants are
operated by private enterprise.

The best way to be recognized
by the path analysts is wearing a
sandwich board with a big model painted
on it. But not any model will do.
Primarily, you need a new variable or
you must drop a path in the old model
without having the residual correlation
between variables rise above .10. The
best new variables, or the most sought
variables, are psychological charac-
teristics. Some good ones are
"wish fulfillment," 'mneed to be
dominant," "feelings of joy," '"love
of mother,”" "love of friends,'" and
"J-ach to the fourth power." If you
want to drop paths, the most in-
gratiating places to drop them are
between father's occupational and
educational .achievement and son's
occupational and educational achievement
This will show, provided the residual
correlations are not too high, that
America is really the great land of
opportunity after all.

The econometricians also
are seeking new variables. But they
do not want variables that would fit
in some orderly nodal; they Just want
variables. If you have scme time
during the convention, leaf through
the World Almanac. Randomly pick
two or three variables from each page
and then submit them to a group of
econometricians who are chatting
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together. You might note which variables
will drop out of the equations when other
variables are entered. Point out that if

all variables in the world were run against
each other in a series of multiple regression

equations, we would understand the essence
of life. They will love that statement.
A word of caution -- do not suggest any
concepts with your list of variables.
The econometricians do not lack concepts;
they just lack variables to measure them.

The "Politics of Population"
group will be identified by the red, white
and blue suits. Walk up to them and
announce, ''The best way to reduce the
population of the world is elimination of
all the commie nations." Tell them that
you think socialism and fascism are in
the same bag, that Marx was a dirty hippie
and Hitler looked like a communist.
Suggest that the foremost goal of
demographic research should be understand-
ing why the Soviet leaders wanted to kill
all their populations during the 20's
and 30's, and point out that this goal
will not be achieved until the present
Soviet leadership 1s overthrown with
help from the United States.

Good Luck!

expect a very representative
Council of Social Advisers.

Milton Freedman has pointed out that
most govermment regulatory agencles
come to represent the businesses
which are to be regulated. In the
same way, a Council of Social
Advisers would probably come to
represent the Wall Street and
corporate liberal view of how
society operates. The President's
Council of Economic Advisers,
appointed directly by the President,
has basically represented a
business view of economics through
the 1950's and 1960's. But hope-
fully, a council of numbers, with
some independence, would show some
courage in pointing out and
analyzing social trends.



