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Leadership and Organization

The National Science 
Board
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Dr. Sethuraman Panchanathan
NSF Director 



NSF Organization

• Legislative & Public 
Affairs

• General Counsel
• Integrative Activities 
• International Science and 

Engineering
• Diversity and Inclusion 
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Directorates Office of the Director

Administrative Offices

 Biological Sciences

 Computer & Information 
Science & Engineering

 Education & Human 
Resources

 Engineering

 Geosciences

 Mathematical & Physical 
Sciences

 Social, Behavioral & 
Economic Sciences

 Budget, Finance, and Award 
Management

 Information & Resource 
Management 



NSF Funds All Fields of Science & 
Engineering

Biological Sciences Engineering Mathematical & 
Physical Sciences

Computer & 
Information Science & 

Engineering

Geosciences (including
Polar Programs)

Integrative Activities Education & Human
Resources

Social, Behavioral &
Economic Sciences 

(SBE)

International Science 
and Engineering

6



The STEM Workforce
and Talent Landscape
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Standard 
Submission 
Process 

* There are some exceptions 
to submission procedures 
(e.g., individual awards such 
as postdoctoral fellowships) 



Review the SBE Programs Page: 
https://nsf.gov/funding/programs.jsp?org=SBE
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Find the Right Program (e.g., DS program webpage) 

12

Who is the Program Director?

How do you contact the 
Program Director?

How do you apply?
Program Description  vs. 
Solicitation

When do you apply? Target date or 
deadline?



Find the Right Program:  Awards recently made
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What has been funded 
through a particular 
program?

Click on a title to get
the abstract
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Find the Right Program: Abstracts of Awards 
Recently Made

You can review the abstracts 
of awards made through a 
particular program.

Note:
• Program Manager
• Duration
• Awarded amount 
• Co-funded?
• Topic area



Before you apply… READ!!!
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
-Before you apply, make sure you have read the solicitation and are familiar with the NSF’s Proposal and Award Policies and Procedures Guide. In situations where the PAPPG and solicitation differ, follow the guidance in the solicitation.-There are also FAQs on the program page-The potential consequence of not following the guidelines in the solicitation is that your proposal is returned without review.
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NSF Review Criteria 

Intellectual Merit -
Encompasses the potential 

to advance knowledge

Broader Impacts -
Encompasses the potential 

to benefit society and 
contribute to the 

achievement of specific, 
desired societal outcomes



Make sure to prepare other required & supplementary documents  

1. References Cited 

2. Biographical Sketch – required to use NSF format

3. Current & Pending Support – required to use NSF format

4. Facilities Equipment and Other Resources 

5. Collaborators and Other Affiliations Information (COA) – Required of all senior personnel

6. Data Management Plan

• Must include a statement of how the data will be made publicly available

• Consult guidance in Data Management Plan for SBE Proposals and Awards document

7. Postdoctoral Mentoring Plan: If applicable

8. Letters of collaboration: Not required for B2 3.0, but follow directions in the PAPPG if including

Build and Broaden Program Page: https://go.usa.gov/xew62 17

https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=118038
https://go.usa.gov/xew62


Work closely and efficiently with your institution

1. Get to know your SRO & the process of submitting grants at your 
institution

• Understand your institution’s workflow process

2. Communicate with research administrators early and often

3. Make sure ethical approvals are in the works

• You do not need to have approval at the time of proposal submission

4. Pay attention to internal deadlines 

5. Identify what makes you, your institution, or research idea unique and 
consider how to best convey this in your proposal

Build and Broaden Program Page: https://go.usa.gov/xew62 18

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
First, you’re going to want to get to know your sponsored research office. Try to learn as many details as you can about the process of submitting grants at your institution. This includes ethical approvals. Next, brainstorm what makes you, your institution, or research idea unique and consider how to best convey this in your proposal. 

https://go.usa.gov/xew62


Example One-Pager

1. Overview

2. Intellectual Merit

3. Broader Impacts

• Background
• Fit with B2 3.0 program
• Research questions & hypotheses

• Potential to advance knowledge in 
fundamental SBE science 

• Potential to benefit society
• Contribution to achievement of specific 

societal outcomes

19Build and Broaden Program Page: https://go.usa.gov/xew62

https://go.usa.gov/xew62


Thank you!

Kellina Craig-Henderson, Ph.D.
U.S National Science Foundation, Assistant Director (acting)
Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences Directorate
703-292-2651
khenders@nsf.gov
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