
Biography of Panelist Dale Markland  

Dale Markland is the former Head of the Product Liability Practice Group of one of the 

largest United States based law firms, the international law firm of Vinson and Elkins LLP.  Dale 

is one of two founders of Markland Hanley, a boutique litigation firm located in Dallas, Texas, 

that defends manufacturers and suppliers, including manufacturers and suppliers of autonomous 

and other advanced products, in product liability cases. The Markland Hanley firm has been 

repeatedly named by U.S. News and World Report and Best Lawyers as a Tier One “Best Law 

Firm” in Dallas for Product Liability Litigation, Defendants. 

Dale has tried more than 200 cases to a verdict in state and federal courts. He has a national 

practice and has defended cases pending throughout the United States. He has served clients as 

national and regional counsel. 

Dale has been recognized as one of the “Best Lawyers in America” in the Field of Product 

Liability, as a Texas “Super Lawyer,” as one of “America's Top 100 High Stakes Litigators,” and 

as one of “Texas Best Lawyers.”  

Dale has a particular interest in defending the manufacturers of autonomous products, 

including those controlled through artificial intelligence. Dale serves as Co-Head of the Product 

Liability Advisory Council Inc.’s Autonomous Vehicles and Products Action Group and has 

authored numerous papers on subjects related to product liability for autonomous products. 

Dale was in the initial group of outside counsel who were invited to become Sustaining 

Members of PLAC. 

Education and other professional background 

• Dale received his Bachelor of Arts degree with High Honors and Special Honors in 

Government from the University of Texas at Austin, in 1971.  He was elected to Phi Beta 

Kappa.  

• Dale received his Doctor of Jurisprudence degree from the University of Texas School of 

Law, with Honors, in 1974. Dale was elected to the scholastic honorary society, The Order 

of the Coif during law school. 

• Dale was an Assistant District Attorney of Dallas County, Texas from 1974 to 1977. 

 


