
Mark is a frequent NITA faculty member in programs around the country involving effective deposition 
skills, trial skills and techniques, and effective motion practice.  He has taught in excess of 35 online 
deposition programs for NITA and has been a faculty member or Program Director in San Francisco, 
Minneapolis/St. Paul, Atlanta, Chicago and Cleveland.  
 
Mark enjoys his retirement life living in La Quinta, California where he finds plenty of time to play golf, 
hike, catch up on his reading, and continue to teach advocacy and trial skills to young lawyers.  As a 
young lawyer trying to develop his deposition and trial skills, he was “tossed in the deep end of the 
pool” and as a result of that experience he vowed that if he ever had the chance to help young lawyers 
avoid the “sink or swim” technique of developing lawyer skills, he would contribute as much as he could 
to programs like those offered by NITA.  
 
Mark S. Olson was a partner at Oppenheimer Wolff & Donnelly/Fox Rothschild in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota for over 42 years where he litigated and tried cases in the areas of the defense of Products 
Liability, Toxic Tort and other Mass Tort cases.  He also handled numerous complex business litigation 
cases. He served as national, regional and local counsel for a variety of manufacturers and distributors of 
industrial and consumer products as well as pharmaceuticals and medical devices.  He tried over 100 
cases to verdict across the country and argued numerous cases in the Minnesota appellate courts. 
 
Mark is a graduate of the University of Minnesota Law School (1976) and Concordia College, Moorhead, 
Minnesota (BA 1972).  He also attended Harvard Divinity School.  Mark was an Adjunct Professor at the 
University of Minnesota Law School and at William Mitchell College of Law for over 10 years where he 
taught various trial skills courses.  He also coached the University of Minnesota Law School’s Mock Trial 
Team for 7 years. 
 
Mr. Olson is a member of the International Association of Defense Counsel (IADC), and the Defense 
Research Institute (DRI).  During his career, he was also a member of the Product Liability Advisory 
Council (PLAC), the Minnesota Defense Lawyers Association and a variety of other state, local and 
national bar organizations.  As a member of the IADC, he was a faculty member of the 2004 Trial 
Academy at Stanford Law School.  He was the Newsletter Editor of the Trial Techniques and Tactics 
Committee for a number of years and is on the Board of Editors of the Defense Counsel Journal.  He has 
published numerous articles in various legal publications. 
 
He has given more than 50 CLE presentations around the country dealing with Products Liability, Experts 
and Evidence, Trial Techniques, and the Death Penalty.  He travels the nation presenting his interactive 
Legal Ethics program: “BIG E…little e:  Ethics and the Trial Lawyer.” 
 
Mark is admitted to practice in Minnesota.  During his career, he was also admitted to practice in 
Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, the Federal District Courts of Minnesota and North Dakota, the Eighth, Fifth 
and Eleventh Circuit Courts of Appeals and the United States Supreme Court.                             


